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to knock Wfore she opene4 the

aoor, although she was thonglitful
enough to ojjen it softly. The minister s
wife was jut taking from the oven a
newly warmed chicken iie, which he

arly droped from her hand so startled
was she ly the sliarj, shrill voice that
sjMjke so close to her :

"Goixl mornin', Mins Graham. Good
mornin'. Ain't lwen to breakfiiHt yet I
we. We had ours half an hour ago. I
know my mother used to say thnt if any
body lost an hour iu the nioniin' they
might chase it all day and lint ketch lip
with it then.

"That's a gmid looking pie prvttv
rich pastry, though, for chicken pie !

I don't never put much shortcnin' in
anything of that kind, its rich enough
inside tcr make tip. Hut you're ymng,
an have a good many things to learn yet.
I run in tcr see if yon could spare me
cup of ypaint, mine soured and the lust
batch of bread I uindu I had tcr throw
to the hogs."

"Certainly," and a roguish smile
llitti-i- l over the fiiir face of the minister's
w ife, at this iccitiieu of her meddlesome
lieighlsir's own economy. Hut she hail
learned a rare lesson of judicious silence,
Slid taking the rup thnt Miss I'litieiice
produced from beneath her shawl, she
bade lief visitor b sested while she left
the room to get the desired article.

As lief steps ,1itd swat, Miss TaHi'iice
noiselessly arose from her seal and

liitig the dresser tipon which the
pie stood, curlotislr into the
Aperture In the crust, hef slutrp fiice

uprniing engef fitriiwity. "Ml bet a
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walked the subject of their conTersation,
with her pretty face glowing with the
haste she hail made, and a mischievous
twinkle to her brown eyes that noliody
noticed, so occupied were they in hiding
the confusion that her sndden entrance
had created.

Walking up to the table where most
of the ladies were sitting, she saluted
them cordially ; and then holding out
upon the tip of one slender finger a well-wor-

thimble, she said archly
"Where do you think I found your

thimble, Miss rationcc?"
So pleased was Miss Patience to regain

her lost treasure thnt she forgot for a
moment ull her assumed diguity, and ex-

claimed joyfully:
"Well, I declare, I am glad to see that

thimble once more I I told Mary Jane
that I felt sure I had it on tny finger
w hen I run into your house Thanksgivin'
moniiu' after that yeast. Hut when I
got home it wa'u't nowhere to 1st found.
Now w here did you find it 7"

Her shrill, high voice hod attracted
the attention of all in the room, and
evcrvlmdy, of course, looked Hp curiously
as the liiiiiifti-r'- s wife replied, with nil
innocent smile

In the chicken pie thnt our good
friend here" and she tioddttd brightly
to Mrs. Fnrrel "sent me. I left the
pie 1.11 the dresser when 1 went dowll in
the cellar after tour yeast, and as soon
ns 1 csnip hack 1 put it on the table, and
when int lnml.nuil cut it, there was your
thimble hi It. How could it llHtP go
tin re It is very mysterious,
nnvwsr."
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In r Camp.

A band of gypsies have a camp be-

tween Stewart's Junction and Mineola,
on Long Island, New York. They live
in their wagons, which resemble circus
vans, and are iu reality comfortable little
houses upon whwls. They Lave
windows, which work in sashes, and are
shad! at night by curtains. There is
an attractive appearance to the camp.
The horses are slin k and well kept.
There were dogs sleeping in the sun,
and as a stranger entered the camp they
lazily otM.iied one eye and then weut on
with their s. Tho wagons
were in a circle alsmt a fire, where there
was a t Ixiiling, and sending out a
most delicious aroma of cooking meats
and vegetables. Under the shade of an
elm tree sat a pretty gtrpsy maiden of
pure Kgvptian feature. Hlie was
dressed iu bright colors, and was pluylng
with two milk-whit- e kittens, which wore
having s.rt tioti her I up.

There are twenty-tw- o adults in' the
camp, eight ictiuilcs and loiiru-ci- i unties,
ticsidc the usual complement of dark-skinne- d

chililrell. The chief is called
Ileuls'ii. He Is as brown as a miner, Is

sin feet lull, and has broad slioul.lers
and a mimt active tongue. In .int of
profanity he could discount any limn
the writer evi pucoulilered. Tim istths
were big ami iM.lrsrllnbic, and broke
into his conversation like the crack of
ralichero's whip. Ills Wife snt within
the wngnti nt a tiil.le, the flmt w
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Who are the greatest ventriloquists?"
Well, there was an old Athenian

named Euryklca.who is spoken of in his-

tory as master of the art. Then there
were Professor Alexandre and Lotus
Bralxiut of modern times. They were
both Frenchmen. Bralsmt lived in the
fourteenth century, I believe, and was
said to In) the liest voiitrilonnist tho
world ever knew. Alexandre lived
at an earlier ariod, and was noted more
for his mimetic representations than for
his ventriloqtiiid powers. Professor
Love, of England, was celcl.rati-- in the
art, and was rivaled by Professor Har-

rington, who died rcccutly in Revere,
Massachusetts. Of thoe living to-du-

Frederick and E. D. Daviea,
are the greatest. Pavics la now retired
in Australia, and McCals has recently
signed a contract to go there the present
season, lisvies was the first ventrilo-
quist to introduce "figures," as an assis-

tant to the art in America.
"McX'al was a great practical joker.

Several years ago he was 1,11 hoard a
Mississippi river steautlsiat, and form
ing an acquaintance with the engineer,
was allowed the freedom of Hie engine
room. He took a seat In the corner, and
pulling his hat over Ms eyes, apls-nre-

lost reverie. Presently a certain pari of
the Inachlliery i (o squeak. The
engineer oiled it and went about his
usual duties. Iu the course l.f a few
minutes the squeaking was hesnl again,
and Hi,, engineer rushed over, iiii can in

Immt, In lubricate the sslne spindle.
An. In tie In Ills t, bid It
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reaut the temptation to once again enter
the room where I have aased so many
unhappy hours.

"I don't wonder yon fuel that way,"
said the landlady, sympathetically. "As
the gentleman is out now, I'll pint open
the door for you."

"Ah! yea," said the old gentlcman.as
he gazed around the apartment with re-

trospective eyes; "the furniture is lietter
and the decorations are finer, but it's
the same room the same old room."

"Did you live hero long?" asked the
landlady, as the old gentleman turned
away to hide a tear.

"Alsmt two yenrs. I assuro yon it
was hard struggle for the jxs.r and
friendless in the early days out here.
Iu this corner stood my narrow, single
bed. Gracious, how hard it wast I can
rememlsT it even now. Many's the
time I have tried to go to sleep to forget
that I was cold and hungry. Ah! those
were tough times."

"I should think so," said the g.ssl
woman, much afTe.ited.while her attend-
ant family sliiveled audibly.

"At this window," col.tintl'sl the K' li

lniili, sinking Into a chair, "at this
window I used to tunny a long, lone-

ly Humlny been use I was bsi shabby to
attend church, and built castles In Hie

air for the future. And often, aft.-- r I
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Il lll 1. I liim I M line Hin,,ta

hMMl llajr.

He was an old niau, and said he'd seen
better times. I hoped he hail, but aa I
was unusually busy and didn't want
any life insurance, if he would excuse
me

"Oh, yes," said he, "all right, yonng
man, I'll drop in again."

The next day he did " drop in," and
sitting down on my desk, liegitn: "No-
thing iu this world, my young friend,
w ill pay so big a per rent, on a little
money invested as a policy iu tho Mutual
Bern-li- t association, the most, and, in
fact, the only, solid company on earth,
capital over seven million, and so prompt

why, I insured it uuiu last week for
t lO.IXHI, and the nine day he was run
over by a street c.ir, so when t sent in
tho jHilicy aud premium, I just said by
way of a P. H.: "Iluu over by hoe
car not an hour after insured ; better
send on a check, as he can't live J Istth
legs cut t.fT." The very next day I got
a check payable to his lnsrs for IO,.M'.n.

Iiividetid, Iny friittd, was mora than the
premium, and don't you call this
prompt? Thnt man's widow got this
check he had been dead fifteen
minute."

"Hut," said I, " I have 110 wife and
ilmi'l wind stir life Insurance, I full

.mi."
"The linrewtiii.-iil- , my ymintf friend

Hie Invest linn, t. Ijonk at Him dividend.
This iitny got firs hundred and sltty dol-

ls' Iu line liotir, you tulghi tj ami
Hiett yoii initv lint, a wife S'.ln" dsy.
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NEWS L BRIEF.

There wru 5,000 tns.pn in Dublin.
Twelve hundred Italians have left

Maneillcs.
Tim first census wastukeii bv Mmcs

1490 B. O.

The mean depth i.f the sea Ik from
four to five miles.

There afh nl n mi t lOO.OiN) Slink is in
Hie United Hbttes.

Tlie average t.f human life i .iiU.iit
thirty-thre- e years.

TLare are 2'1, (KMI feuiii.iue farmers
in 0t Ilri""

China Nirceluiu was introduced into
EuroH alsmt 1.V11.

It ruins three times as oft.-- in fr.
land aa it does in Italy.

Tot .woo was first curried from Vir-
ginia to England in l.'.Ma.

flilliM,w.li r was Invented by Hwnrt
a monk of Cologne, bill).

Curds were invented iu France for
the King's amusement, in ;t!.

I'ctiimlvai.ia yields one flflli of Hie
rye proMii.-ci- l in the country,

A riiilail.-!.hi- cainlv factor r
seven tons of . Inr s r month.

f r, Fred. An her, Hie of
fr.MpioiH, has junt been limrrii il.

Col.liru of Maine Inn
given !I,IHM to the stiito eoll.-g,.- .

fliis windows , to be Ini il in
pfivste houses in Klii'liiliil, iu 1 HI.

M,.fu 1 1. a- -, ooo m .1 .... . ...
at tint Old Eiieli-.i- Fnir in I.ii.I.iii.

- Ad it" Hum f,IHI hew io4,) i,1I,m
Itsve In Hi,. .,mt .

All Aineri.'.ili lots I nl I Mr ln,,i
Ts,,."S. N. 4. lri,IPP for hi H....,

- - 'I'll. Ilnlistl I'Lioiiln-- of ,,,.Mii,
pii'seil His f.lx-bifn- l ll, form dill 'li-- ' I.i
lifl.

Alinitl fl.tniil Id, i.f tiM,.4 ,.t.. .,,nii
ni In produce hup pound i f Hi,- - fl'.i 1

roses.
Tin. Milium! ,.f ,..Mii I,,

Imtl'ioll In Sfifl In In- - 11I.1. ut ,i,l
Hlfii.
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