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THE FOOTSTEPS OF DECAY.

|The following is & translstion from an an-
cient Spanish poetmn. which, ssys the Edinburyg
Fempomtiires gy ey Srscacieggotis
the *Ode of Louis de )
Ohs, let the sonl its ninmbers break—
Arouse its sensen, and awake
To see how soon
Life, in its glories, glides sway,
And the steru footsteps of decay
Conw stealing on.
And while we view the rolling tide,
Down which our flowing minutes glide
Away so fast
Lat us the present hour employ
And deem each fotare dream s joy
Already past.
Let no valn hope deceive the mind,
Ne happier lot s hope to find
To-morrow than to-day ;
Our golden dresms of yore wers bright,
Like them the present shall delight—
Like them decay.

Our Lives Like lasting stresms must be
That into the enguliing ses
Are doomed to fall -
The sea of death, whose waves roll on,
(Fer king and kingdom, crown and thrune,
And wwallow all.

Alike the river's lordly tide,

Alike the rivulet's humble glide
To that sad wave !

Death lovels poverty and pride,

The rich and poor sivep side by side,
Within the grave.

Our birth is bat & starting place ;
Life is bmt the runuing of the race,
Aund death the goal ;
There all our glittoring toys are bonght,
The path alone, of all unsonght,
I» found of all.

Seo, then, how poor and little worth
Are all thoss glittoring tovs of oarth.
That Jure us here—
Ureams of & sleep that death must break ;
Alss ' before it bids os swake,
We disappoar.
Long ere the dsmp earth can Llight
The cheek’s pure glow of red sud white,
Ho pmssed sway ;
Youth smiled, and all wae heavenly fuir -
Ape came and lud lus finger there—
And whero are they ?
Where is the strength that spurned deesy,
The steps that roved so light and gay,
Thie heart’s Llithe tone ?
The strength is gone, the step i slow,

THE SHOEMAKER'S BILL.
On the banks of the Rhine, where
pleasant mountains are reflected in its
waters, lics a small village on a consid-
erable hight, over the high road.
Behind village towers a barren
rock, from which look down the remains
of an ancient knightly castle. The
small village has no church, but only a
handsome school-honse. In this there
lived, some years ago, a brave school-
master named—stop, | must not name
either the village or the man,

perbaps he still lives there, and might
not like to be talked about, even by the
little people who may read this 7

The schoolmaster and his wife

eight children. That was a rich bless-
ing from God, but with the narrow in-
come w place afforded it was
also no small charge. One hundred and
ifty income for the whole year
is not much—it comes to barely half a

thaler per diem ; and if ten people, with
a lmlpﬂ‘:; petite, are daily fed and
clothed for , even on the homeliest

German fare, it is easy to see that
housekeeping will cost no little work
or self denial.

Iu the pleasant schoolliouse, there-
fore, the daily fare was both scanty
and siuqla_lr. ‘otatoes were the first
and last dish both at divner and sapper.
They had not even butter to eat with
their bread, but only salt, and in the
morning a dish of porridge or bread
and milk, and on Sunday a cup of weak
coffee, These were the greatest deli-
cacies that ever came on to the school-
master’s table.  However, both parents
and children were active and healthy,
and the latter tlourished like roses.

With all their poverty they were a
\'4‘:3‘ happy family, for the blessing of
God dwelt visibly in the house,
love and peace rei among parents
'and children. The schoolmaster was
faithfal and industrious in his work,
and his school did him great credit.
The school children were trained to
sing capitally, for he was himsell well
grounded in music, and instructed them
in it.  His domestic as well as hispublic
life was withoat a single blemish. For
this reason the parish made much of
him, and his superiors honored him for
his mdastry and fidelity.

But, as it often happens, the brave
schoolmaster remained in his ill-paid
post for twelve long ';mms. ouli en-
conraged by his faithfol wife. From
day to day their need increased; the
wore the children gew, the more did
they require clothes and boots. The
expenses of these made it more diflienlt
to proenre sufficient food; added to
these was the anxiety as to how they
were to obtain the means to educate
the elder children, who were now well
grown. The schoolmaster wasof a God-
fearing and pious disposition. When

. at any time his heart was full and
And joy grows woatiome b s Iwa\'y{hr retired into his chamber and
Whem age cotmes o prayed to his Heavenly Father, and
——— was comlorted ; l]u_lt he ;'nlllli not !‘uiur

S¥L to see tears in his wife's eyes. This

—. - u“: distressed him greatly, and the weight

The Power of & Word., of eare lay all the heavier on his heart,

= The vear 1817 came—a severe and sad
Did you ever think how much power | winter for the poor. The harvest had
in vested in oa word? It may l'-“"*"lm»nalmul one, and a ternble potato
cansed but a little exertion on your | jicease followed. The price of provi-
part to utter it.  Only a single breath | Gong rose fast and threateningly. Our
may have been reguired to waft it from | Lyove sehoolmastsr hal mnr.fs to bear
your lips to the cars of your listener, | (¢ year for the sake of his family,
but when once spoken, it was past re- | fropad a bifl at the shocmaker’s for 25
call. It revealed the seeret motives | aters which had eradoally acenmu-
and  bronght  to  light the hidden | 1uped, and the poor man did not know
thonghts of your heart.  Ah! the word [ iy or Low he should pay it. The
may have been a thonghtloss one spoken | g pemaker would gladly have waited
i an ungaarded moment; but it left | sope time for the money ; but in his
its impress, and may be remembered (o0 there were also poverty and
long after your voice is hushed, and | oone o he asked the schoolmaster to
you are sleeping the sleep that knows pay his dobt as soon as possible. Care
no waking. . | andd anxiety came into the school. The
Perhaps the word wasan unkind one, | poar wife took great pains that her
harshily spaken, and accompanied by 2 Gehs and complaints shoald not add to
eold, chilling look, which cast a gloomy | o hushand's trouble, and it was only
shadow o'er some loving, sensitive | g4 gight when he slept that she wept
beart. Perhaps it was one of llla_llt‘l'.|“i|enﬂ’__ In the day time she smiled
envy, or deceit, and enkindled a bitter | oheerfully, even when her heart was
fecling of resentment which will live | 4 and heavy. There were times,
on and on while memory lasts; or it powover when she eould not be silent
may have been a cheerful, pleasant,

loving word, procecding trom a heart
brimful of the purest Kindness, which |
fell like sweetest music on the listening
var, touching a hidden chord i the
=oul, which will ever respond in strains
of love and harmony.
may bhave been a word of sympathy or
encourngement, spoken in  tenderest
secents, so that very word may have
scattered  the clonds, dispelled the
gloom, and diffused sunshine ioto the
heart well mgh ernshea beneath its
buarden of woe, ]

Words may seem but little things to
ns, but they possess a power beyond
calenlation. They swiftly ily from us
to others, and though we searcely give
them a passing thonght, their spurit
lives. Though they are as fleeting as
the breath that bore them, their intin-
ence 15 as enduring as the heart they
reach. Ah! well may we guard our
lips, so that none grieve in silence over
words that we may have ecarelessly
dropped.  Well may we strive to scat-
ter loving, cheering, enconraging wonds
to soothe the weary, and awaken the
nobler, finer feelings of those with
whom we daily come in contact. Well
may we endeavor 1o use right words,
for they are indeed precions, How they
endear each to the other. Though they
cost the speaker nothing, they are more
valnable than diamonds, and shed a
brighter lustre on all around.

Beantifal Answers.,

A pupil of the Abbe Sicord gave the
following extraordi Auswers :

“What is gratitude ?”

*(iratitnde is the memory of the
heart.”

“Whst is hope ?"

““Hope is the blogsom of happineas.

““What is the differenoe between hope | L

and desire 3" )

“Desire is a tree in leaf, hope is n
tree in flower, and enjoyment is & tree
in froit.”

“What is eternity ¥

“A day without yesterds Jor to-mor-

row ; & line that has no
+What is time 7"
“A line that has two ends; a path
'hichhngiminthemhﬂdmlﬂ in
the tomb ¥

“What is God ’“be' - =

“The necessary being, sum
eternity, the merchant of pature, the
eye of justice, the watchmaker of the
nniverse, the soul of the world.”

Does God reason

*Msn reasons, becanse he doubts:
he donbts ; he deliberates ; he decides.
Giod is omuiscient : He never doubts ;
He thersfore never reasops.”

-
Donu'l be to Critieal.

Perchance 1t | g

on the one absorbing subject; then it
was that the pious man took his wife
by the hand, looked in her eyes amd
said, “*Take no thought for your life,
what ye shall eat, and what ye shall
drink ; nor yet for yonr body, what ye
shali put on. Is not the life more than
meat, and the body than raiment ¥
Behold the fowls of the air: they sow
not, neither do they reap mor gather
into barns : yet ‘{-uur heavenly Father
feedeth them. Arve ye not much better
than they " When the poor woman
was consoled, she smiled gently, though
sadly, and smd_ “Yes, dear husband,
Bod loves us still; He will not leave
us or forsake us.” And the school-
master seated himself at his poor piano

land they =ang together their favonte

liymn :
“ur God stlll Hves
My woul be ot cast down.
Art thon heavy lndes ?
Then inrn thee 1o thy God.
He ls rich in goodusss |
He will niss the feoble ;
His mercy duteth ever;
His trath it falieth pever.
Bewember, O n¥ sonl,
var Lord and God »till lives?

With these words sorrow took flight :
comfort and peace, hope and confidence
came to console these mmmlﬁemln.

Autumn came; the leaves of the trees
were decking themselves in gold, the
leaves became bare and even barer,
and the birds of passage left the coun-
try, to winter in_warmer lands. News
spread through the village that rejoiced
all hearts. The king was coming! So
it was ramored on all sides; and the

people who loved him consulted
and deliberated as to how they could
best prove their affection for the be-
loved father of the country, and their
joy at visiting them,

Not far from the village was the
king’s highway, pear to where our
ave schoolmaster lived. Hewas glad
of this; for, although hehad never seen
the king, he loved him dearly, So he
asked himself as to whether or not he
could on his part ‘lrmm some little
demonstration of loyal fecling; and
after thinking over it, he determine
what lie should do.  He would choose a
simple hymn, with words of hearty
welcome,  For this be required a sait-
able tune, and to practice his school
children in both., They should stand
under the not tree on the high road,
when the king drove past, to sing the
hymn, and in that wqm receive anid
weleome him. The i commended
itself to the schoolmaster the more he
thought of it. Perhaps the hymn might

Jease his majesty, and, if nothing else,
t would surely awaken loyal feelings
in the hearts of the school ehildren.

On a beautifal day in r, when
the sun wps still warm snd shone pleas-
antly, the schoolmaster ascended the
mountain at the back of the vi "

and maodthmse‘lt on ﬁa pieqi: olﬂmu'é
Whateyve never {rom which he got a fine view

oritle, We 53';“ mean ldne:g;:;e: surromnding country. Here he com-
one, bat in private life, in the domestic
cirele, in society. It will pot do any
ope any good, and it will do harm
—if yon mind being called
big. If yon
pr object to an
your leelings 1
manners don’

: d attractive hymn; the tuane
f:n: :‘:}"l‘l: n:m found, m{d the children
: were trai in it. Ina few days they
ISMETEeR- | were able to sing it capitally, and_so
R m:l';l;'l i e - ::d‘:: umﬁm

s | peasaniry wan » :
lonmmﬁ any Oll::lu | to hear their children sing. and to

please you, remember the king on his journey with a lo

a simple but nevertheless a|bled witl

bent his gray
thoughtfully and pitifully ; at |
spoke : Ell’m th:lzl'u this

in this case
must be helped, but when am | I.or
ceive my

money 1

“Help me but this once, dear master,”
said the mdm know that the
ot to i, Inthesbest
ones to sing im., In
I neither dare nor can stherefore
help me in my need! ise you
that you shall be paid. If God does
vot help me in any other way, 1 will
sell mi cow and repay you; you koow
that 1 eep my word and my promises

tnit!:mll{;e J
When he had said this the school-
master felt a beavy burden on his
heart., “Sell the cow!” Nothing buat
the direst need could have wrang that
promise from him. Sell the cow ! and
then what would become of him and
his children? But he had said the
word, and given the promise, and he
“I-:“ bound as a man of honor to fultill
them.

“Well,” gaid the shoemaker, “1 will
take you at your word, and mend the
boots.”

“Be so Eood as to do so, and send me
a bill with them, that I may know the
extent of my debt to zon."’

“It shall be done,” said the shoe-
m;'l-iker. and seated himsell again at his
work.

But the poor schoolmaster, though
relieved of that care, went away with a
heavy tears came into his
eves when he thought of the immediate
futnre, and wonderegd what would be-
come of them. He did not wizh to go
home with a tronbled and careworn
face, to cause fresh sorrow to his wite.
He went first into the open fields, and
on to his favorite place on the mounn-
tain. There he wept with his whole
heart, and the streaming tears relieved
him. There he =at still and alone
watching the heavens Snyerl'ullf. and
consoled limself with the verse

“Sonl, remember our Tord still lives."

He then washed his face in the ronning
brook, wipedd away all traces of tears,
and went home cheerfully, Fortunately
his wife did not ask what the shoe-
maker had said. She knew well what
they owed him, and he had evidently
kept the boots; so it was clear he had
undertaken to repair them—and for the
rest, God would care!  And, as she did
not ask, her husband did not tell her of
the promise he had made to the shoe-
maker.

On Sunday morning, when the achool-
master had already dressed for going
to church, the boots arrived, to his and
hiz wife's great joy. The bill was sent
with them. It was made ont 1n rather
a erabbed and curions manner, and read
thus :

Ttem —a r of hoots, repaired and saled—the
nat, 3 this BWill bs mot pakd, haviog gives his word

o sell the cuw, makes. ........... 4 siiber groschon
The olddebt. . ........ =

g

Lethalers, 1 sllber groschen
PR Sebui,te st il St
:—q‘ ;l:c‘h_ There it remalos, In:’lﬂ-"l’ thiw-:‘-t-
pilalnt will be made.
Tomtas Wensea, Boostmaker.

As his wife wasstill ont in the kitchen
the schoolmaster put the bill, wiich he
bl read gighing, into the breast pocket
of his Sunday eoat, so as to conceal it
from her, nnless she asked for it. She
did not ask,and there the matter rested.

On the day before which the king's
arrival was expected, the schoolmistress
asked her husband, “Dear Fritz, have
vou made a fair copy of the hymn and
its tune T It is possible that the king
would like to have oue, in order that he
might afterward read it to himself.”

“Yon are right, dear
whmlm:lulor: ;l}tlk ]u;;nod g B
women always think a it further
ahead than we men."”

Then he went to his cupboard and
took out some of his best paper. First
he eopied the tune in notation, and
wrote the first verse underneath. Then
followed the other verses, neatly writ-
ten, till the hymn was completed, He

at the into his cupboard for the
l;mnt nne. and nnr to his wife,
“Help me in the morning to remember
to put it in my pocket and take it with
m i

The morning of the longed-for day
arrived, and the small village was
already in a lively and cheerful stir;
for the children, who conld not wait for
the time, had been walking abont, fully
dressed, since seven o'cloek. king
was expected at ten o'clock, but the
little people were out of bed at five, and
sinee then had given their mothers no
peace. Even the schoolmaster was
ready at last. His wife beheld him
with loving pride and satisfaction ; for
to-day he ﬁ:oked so well, dressed in his
very His coat, which had served
him for many years, looked quite clean
and decent, though it was darped and
blacked over. Even the hat was now
fit to be seen.  So all was arrapged to
their satisfaction, and the schoolmaster
was aboat to collect the troup of rest-
less children. Just at the right moment
his :ifa mrj‘:endad llilllr. “mlk-ahr Fritz, do
not forget o ymmn ;" #o
be touk the mg,anklaont of the
eupboard and put it into his breast coat

ket. Then bhe went from the school
r:w to the ehildren, who were stand-
ing already in rank and file, and greeted
him with “« morning, master,” in
loud and cheerful voices, e arranged
the little multitude, and led them
glowly out of the village to the road
over which the king wonld drive.

1is wife was soon there with the
women ; the men and notables of the
rl.wa builmeuune before them. Not
ong after whole village stood wait-
ing and e:pu-tm's. The schoolmaster
arranged the children as they were to
stand when they sang. Behind the
irls came the women and maidens of
t!be village, and the men and yonths
were placed on each side. Hefore them
all stood the schoolmaster, with the
e Aoty Bo festiv gash, and the
rau garh;

whole effect was bright and pretty

Hour after hour passed slowly, and
the king had not arnved. &mn.’iiow-
ard a salute fi

off. “He ! he eomes ! all cried

with joyful voices, Thech n trem-
h ion and curiosity

the school had trouble enough to

—————

Mary,” said the
el “m':;i

and yet with dignity. The King sail.
“The children have sung beautifully,
and I thank vou for the welcome, bat
the hymn and melody are nnknown to
perhaps you have a copy at hand 1" |

The schoolmaster bowed, felt in his
breast pocket and produced the cop
and gave it to the king. He opene
the paper, it once ecarefully
through, and a searcely perceptible but
pot nuremarked smile passed over his
benevolent face, and e asked :

“Have you been here long 1™

“Nearly thirteen years, sir,” was the
ANKWEr.

“Is the situation a good onc?” said
the king. The schoolmaster named his
whole ineome conscientionsly. Then
said William “Is that all, and you man-
age to live upon it?7 )

“With my wife and eight children,”
was the answer, somewhat sully made.

A shadow e the face of the
monarch. He extended his hand to the
schoolmaster, thanked him once more,
and the carriage flew on to make up for
lost time.

Frederick William sank silently back
in the corner, He read the hymn once
more. [t was a successful attempt, and
showed the talent of the eomposer.
But with it the king nufolded another |
paper—it was the shoemakers bill, |
which bad got aceidentally slipped into |
the of the hymn, and had thns got
into &0 king's hands without the
schoolmaster having the sligltest sus-
picion of it. The noble prince at onev
guessed the connection, and resolved
what he shonld do. At the very next
station the adjutant on duty was or-
dered to deliver over & sum, together
with the bill, to the burgomaster of the
town, with directions to pay the debt at |
once, and forward the receipted bill to
the schoolmaster. |

On the evening of the following day
our friend sat with his wite alone in!
their parlor. The children were all |
gone to 1est. The moon shone clear
and bright throngh the window, and
the careful wife, who was glad to save
candles and ml, was Imittin‘z by the |
clear rays of the friendly luminary,
The heartof her husband was depressed
after the excitement of the previous
day. He was considering  hiow  he |
should tell his wife of his promise to
the shoemaker, and how he shoald pre- |

e her for the selling of the cow. |

‘here was a knock at the door.,

“Who can that be T7 gand the woman.
“No neighbor comes so late.”

“Itis 1" apswered the veice of tlu'l
deacon, who was in the habit of deliv-
ering official papers when they were
addressed to members of his congrega-
tion, The schoolmaster opened the
door, and the deacon gave him a letter
with the words “From the borgomaster
of N——." and went away.

“A letter from the bargomaster!
What ean he want with me " saud the
schoolmaster as he stepped back into
the room. His wife went out amd
fetehed a eandle, lit it, and placed it on
the table while he broke the scal and
reaud the letter hastily.

“Can it be possible '™
mation as he finished it,

His wife sprang in astonishment and
fear to his side.  Their eyes fell on the

was his excla-

| shoemaker’s bitl, under which stood |

aall.

these  words: wid, with  thanks.
Tobias Werner.
Whant conld this mean? She conlhd
not comprehend the matter: but her
‘ hunshiand clasped his hands, and looked,
irmyl-rfllll\-' and deeply moved, toward
waven. Then he related all to his
fuithfnl wife—what had passed between
;Inilu and the shoemaker; then the prom-
ize which he had given to sell the cow
in order to pay the bill. He told hor
|lurﬂ|l-r how he had put the bill in his
pocket, and afterward placed the eopy
(of the fl_\'um there also. The bLill had
Cprobably slipped into the strong, =tifl
paper, o he had given them togethor
| to the king without knowing it. The
beloved king had cansed the bill to be
d, and gent the receipt throngh the
mrgomaster.

“God’s richest blessing on our noble
L king!™ cried the happy woman, joy-
fully.

Her imsland could not so veadily |
join : for he asked, sorrowfally, “What
the King wust have thought of bim ™

“Da not trouble yourselt about it,”
waid his wife., “Sogreat a man s far
cleverer than any of us; that 1 saw at
onee, and comj mysell, He has

essed how the ease lies—that is why |
e paid the Bill; and for that we most
heartily thank our God. Do not worry |
yourself, but rejoice over the blessing |
sent to ns.”

These words settled the matter and
Hilled her husband’s heart with deepand |
thankful joy. Bat something better
was yet to come. The noble King, who |
=0 gludly helped and did good when he |
conld, made inquiries about the school-
master, and lod received the best tesei- |
mony abont his industey and fidelity., |
The anthorities also contivmed what he |
hadl gaid about hisincome.  Inthe same |
vear he received one of the best ap- |
pointments in the distriet, which had
Just been vaeated, besides a farther
grant from the queen of fifty thalers, |
and this was to be paid to him till his |
youngest child shonld be confirmed. |

All this God’s wisdom and will worked
out of the shoemaker's bill.  Never had |
more thankful bearts blessed the gen- |
eroiis king,nor faithfol hearts besought |
the Iness of God to rest upon him.
Their trust in God was therohy enriched |
and strengthened, and ever sinee, in
every afliiction, they clung more linuly |
to their favorite verse :

“Uiad lweth aver!

Wherefore, soul. despalr thoa never?
Our God s good : In every plies

His lowe is kovwa, His belp is fonnd ;
His smuighty arm and tesder graee

Bring gosd from Llis that bover as round. |

e - |
Buascombe tounty, North Curo-
lina. I
e —— !
My fishing eonsisted principally in
sitting on a safe rock near the shore
reading some newspaper items about
the mountain_country. (I always try |
to read np while on the ground, having
discoverad that a line on the spot is/
worth two volumes awayv.) | learned,
in the first place, that Bancombe |
County, where we then were, was |
named from Colonel Buncombe, s gal- |
lant ofticer of the Bevolution ; over |
the door of the family mansion onee |
stood this legend,
“To Bunecombe Hall
Welcame all™

Ii was a Congressional representative |
of this monntain npeighborhood who |
made himself and his district immortal |
by “only talking for Buncombe.”™ Close |
upon this information came the fact

red | that in 1571 Buncombe took the first |

Leniled with a smile, deceived with a

“Our zouls met”™ in a lmglir ride in
the conntry. He declared his love, and
his feelings (I am honest in confessing)
were reciprocated, Yet he never pro-
posed a marringe. He had _communi-
cated the same thrilling and interesting
secret to wany a ming girl before,
aud doubtless committed it to man

others after our “love feast” ended.
It took us girls months, nay, years to | e
anderstand laom.  There was such a
power of fascination, so much beauty,

The chameleon is from ten to fifteen
inches in Iql&.w one-hall is
uwz prebensile tail. The
bﬂl’ll
the skin i
i and these, in

such a seeming depth of candor and | sets of two and three, the toes of each
sincerity in his manners, his bearing | set being webbed down to the claws,
and his attentions that all were willing which are long and sharp. The head is
to “hug a delusion,” and compromise | apgular, rising into 8 idal occiput.
with doabts and misgivings in believing mm'b.u is very protruding,
lnm a lover in earnest. Each young with a single lid, Bad & minuts

lady was ready to contest that his
heart was in the right place and in her
keeping,  Each one believed most
assuredly that he was a devoted lover
of herown. Suech is the eredulity and
trustfulness of voung hearts!

Nature had blessed or cursed this
voung man with s fine exterior, He | underlying the
was tall in stature avd of graceful pro-
portions. There was a native ease and
clegnnee in bis manvers and movements
not often seen, and which defies descrip- | & very
tion. His Iumdﬁn::l f;-ul:ulrm ﬁt‘(‘lll!ﬂl
cast in a mould, blended with masculine
and feminine loveliness, The high | fense against
brow amd beautifully formed head t lays

were adorned with a wealth of light
brown hair, s eyes were o peculiar
blue in eolor, but their ehief attruction
and power existed in the expression.
The nose was Grecian; and the teeth
were of good form, of chaste color and
regular ont-line.  Dimples were in lmrt
concealed by a straggling beand, whieh
was not allowed to attain it= full growth
upon his handsome face. His mouth
was sweetly formed, and a swile irradi-
ated every feature of his face.

There was none of the dandy or
coxcomb in his appearance or charae-
ter ;
sense of the term ;. made his mark well
in socioty, and loved the beautiful most
ardently.,  Nature formed him  to
bewiteh, to enchain, aud he accepted

Alfred Brehm, who received as a present
from the African explorer, Schwein-
furth, & number of these animals, states
that the chameleon never moves at all
except from necessity ; it will remain in
one position on a branch or twig for
honrs at a time, firmly

perched. The eyes, on the contrary,
are nearly always in motion. When
preying on winged _inmlt;. the chnm;—
the boon and acted ont his part to per- leon is ecen QOERE0S to protrude
fection.  The conguest lnf hr.-il.rtn the knobbed end of his tongne, and in
secmed to be his destiny, and he won |83 instant that member is shot forth
becanse it was his provinee to do so,— | !-ﬂli E‘-ﬂl retracted, bearing the prey
then toved with the affections bestowed | into the eaptor's month. The extremity
upon lim, without being conseious of ] of the tongue exndes a sticky substanece

inflicting any pain; nor did be deem it | on which the prey is canght, When |
Pwrong to toitle with all

hearts spell

e be- flies and other winged iunsects are not

[to be had, the chameleon’s swivel eyes
e
respousibility for a stiftled sigh or v T8, Delow, ADd on .

|o|i;|.':|llrd hope of his disappointed vie- {around, to see if any meslng thing
tim. He flattered and earessed and | @8y be canght. If any ereature
conjured wp the fabrie of & vision and | i8 approaching the spot where the cham-
left a wreek behind, with no predilec- | leon 18 lying, he waits till it comes
tion whatever of onfair dealing to his | within striking distanee, and then “dis-

bound by his enchantment.

slanced, yet felt no compunction or

ideal for the moment or fearfnl resalts | charges™ his tongue at it. Baut, if the

ing with
he was an agreeable man in every | tail and paws the object m it i'l

to his own moral natnre.  He basked in
the vich treasnres of love, but knew no
relentings at the shrine be worshipped.
His earver eemed onward when
warried, took leave amd Tost sight of |
Iiim in the surging envrent of time and |
events, |
Y cars waned and snmmers vanished,
A gentle rap was heard and answered
at onr chamber door, A tall, gaont,
attennated figure stomd there, spectre-
ike. Was it a dream—a vision? No. |
A tattered som of fortane stood npon
the threshold and Knocked for entrance.

creature is travelling away from him,
'I?a pursues, though with grave delibera-
ion,

The large, projecting eye-balls of the
chameleon nre capable of & great variety
of movements ; and, what is very enrn-
ous, ench of them may, and nsnally

| does, act independently of the other.

This circumstance compensates for the
fixednesa of the head, enabling the ani-
mal to direct its glances on all sides,
without the necessity of calling iuto

any muscles save those of the eye-

There was some embarrassment and :l-l::[ Still. when about to strike, the

hidden  disquiet abont bhim for the - )
moment—a faded smile brightened lum"hmem"n bri both of its eyes to

eare-worn features, sl the eves Tit up !war“tlpon the object. "3',?"1"1“!“‘1
onee wgnin with their wonted witchery | ing,” says Weissenbanm, "the striotl;
—their magic was not lost. A some- | symmetrical construotion of the chame-
thing, je we soix guoi, thrilled us with | leon as to its two halves, the eyes move
cmotions, aud the old feclings came | independently of each other, aud con-
back again.  The recollections were | yey different impressions to the differ-
sul. but vivid: we called to mind | gnt ceutres of perception ; the conse-

the bright episodes of his hife, bat now, quence is thut, when the snimal is
alas! the glory had departed from him, ?

The fearful truth broke upon us: he

hal never mnrvied, was & mere waif | 5 - .
upon time, and strugeling with life's | Esch hall wishes to move its own way,

battles alone—had no one to love; was | 80d there is no concert of action, The
minus of friends a bankmpt and very | chameleon, thervfore, ia uwot able to
dissipated ! Alas! “what shadows we swim like other auimals; it is so
are and what shadows we pirsine,”™ | frightened when put into water that
.L:n-r Hamroex. | the lm?uy.tifnm. n'lfrntioniu lost, and
o vy Lit tumbles abont as if in a state of in-
Grent Neat .r.'“ United Sintes. 'tnxiul.inn. Nay, more, the chameleon
It s a envious faet, spenking of these | may be asleep on one side and swake
former days, that the seal of tie United | on the other.”

States was devised by an Englishman,
sSir John Prestwick, a baronet. At least, | i Bn't the m“’"ch:l?w:‘it.he eh.nqm-
this is deelared to be so. As soon as| €00 form perhiaps the mos! interesting
the Declamation of Independence wns|Pl'm°?"mn connected with this ani-
adopted a new seal became necessary mal. These changes of color range
for public papers,  Some very odid de- | from whity-yellow, throngh yellow,
viees wore suggested, Onpe was Maoses | bright and dark green, to dali black ;
with his rod dividing the Red Ru--.u.luml these diversities of coloration ma
while Pharoah in his chariot was over- | affect the entire surface of the animal,
whelmed in the water. On the other | or one or other of its siiles, or may ap-
side of the shivld, contuining in six | ouly in spots. M. Panl Bert, a
compartments tlnlc- ;a_\‘lillm'!q ol lllu- KX | Prench sarant. haa for some time been
conntries from which the United States P Ta: <
N : studying the anatomy and
had been mainly peopled,  Thus in one | engaged in
division there was o rose for England; m-chspmn} o‘f lhf” };heno:wnﬁn. In
in a second, n thistle for Sc-nrl.uur: in a | the skin of the chameleon he finds s
third, o harp for Ircland ; then a golden | close net-work of minute duets, connect-

lily for Franee, a crowned lion for Hol- | ing with pigment-vesicles situated on

those of two an'mals glned together,

land, and & black eagle for Germany, | its under surface. When the coloring- |

Another deviee was a representation of | Hqnid is all retained in these vesicles,
the Children of Ismelin the Wilderness | the apimal’s skin aprelrﬂ vellowish,

{led by a cloud. A third represented | that being the color of the semi-trans-

Heveules resting on his cluly, while Vir- ut epidermis,  When the liquid is
tue urged him up a rogged mountain | piscted into the duets, the color of the
path, and Sloth nointed to a flowery, 1] e changes, the tint S of
suppose, down-hill road. This last de- | g ol leniion 1n thad l“‘ 1

vice was not very complimentary to the

pew nation, for it seemed to point at a | ® Berve becat, the
possible danger from laziness, All|leon's body to which that nerve was
these and o number of other sngges- | distribn becomes at once a deep

black, and no more eolor-changes ocenr
over that area. M. Bert is disposed to
Lelieve that the chameleon possesses a
special set of *““eolor-nerves” distinet
from the motor and sensory systems, and
that these nerves are under the control
of the will.

Pandered Puppies.
“In Paris,” “it is quite common to
see a mother dragging ber almost infant
child by the hand, weary and fretful,

and earrying s dog in her arms, which
she will occasionally stop to kiss, or

tions did not meet with general ap-
provai, At last, in 1752, after the mat-
ter had been diseussed for about six
vears, John Adams, then in Englamd,
sent over the design suggested by this
baronet, who, it appears, was an anti-
quary.  The main device was an eagle
with a shield on his breast holding in
one talon an olive branecl, and in the
other a bundle of arrows, and bearing
in his beak a seroll with the now fa-|
miliar motto, E Plapibus Unnm, one
out of many. Withont further 1mrh-y|
this was adopted, and thos the seal of
the United States came from England.
. - —

The Story of Little Jack Horner.

fortable. This trait is peculiar to no
one class, but all seem to have a stroug
affection for the dog. To see a lady at
her door or window without a lap-dog
is almost & novelty, whilst many of
them carry in their arms or lead them
by a ribbon in the streets. The corners
are posted with handbills of hospitals
for where the best medical at-

o o Tk s
Henry VI by building his kitchen so | 300 COZ S0APS are p - drbins
<abetantially that the ¢ estrovers of the On the boulevards, st night,
monasteries were unable to throw it | the dealers in dogs are constantly per-
down, Iuna s the Kiug sent for the  ambalating with two or ﬂlm puaps
abbot, whoe, loping to appease the | their arms, and ladies will stop and
monarch, sent to lim hig steward, Jolin | bargain for them on the publie thor-
a wonderful pie, the oughfare,

It turns out that there is a historieal
meaning, amd one of some importance,
concealed in the nursery rhyme—

= Little Jack Horner sat it & corper

Eattog a (Vuristross poe )
He it tn b thamb and puiled oat 2 plom,
And makd, * What a @#iod oy Tam "

For Jack Horuer was a veal person,
and his action thus recorded  really
bappened. There are several versions
of the story. (e versiom s that the
abbot of Glastonbary had  offended

They teach them all manner

agitated, its movements appesr like

dispose of 80 as to make it more com- |

gn'lninm_fur tobaeco at the Virginia  Horner, with
tate Fair, surpassin

e vi»inl o even the cele-  jnterior of which was composed of the

thirty ounces. and measuring fourteen | he was indueed by enriosity to lift np
and sixteen inches in cirenmferonce. | the ernst and abstract therelrom a title
(I wis mot surprised at this, having  deed, which, on bis safe and soceessfal
seen the men who eat them.)  The | return home, he showed to the abbot, |
(a'u?'h.'.‘“"' mﬂ::‘ral in Buncombe, and told kim that the King had given
on Cane Creek, a h of the Freoeh | him the deed for a reward.  The deed
5"! ;re.nl,nnlht; ltll'ﬂ:'-l_ﬂdlﬂl.k region mu of the I[lll!‘hlﬂ' of Wells. The
re were sixty mountaim peaks more version of the story changes the
than six thousand feet high, and thirty-  scene to Wells and the n?r: ward to Col.
nine over live tho feet. s Illnrlm-. and makes the King hang the |
I =ent on ‘.il;‘l the climate, and dis- ‘abbot.  The third version changes
covered that while in New England two Wells to Mells, and the colouel to n
hundred and fifty out of every thonsand | conntr . The recant owner of |
o it Min- | Mells Park was Rev. John S. Horner, |

: | of tricks, and they are valued rdi

hnville region. | title deeds of twelve manors. But, as | ¢4 the oy iy, |

;| Buncombe apples were giants of their | John Horner sat in the corner of lhvr
kind, weighing from twenty-five to! wagon that carried him to the King,

edueation
the intelligence they display.
When they truvel they take & nurse
with them to attend to the wants and
comfort of the dog, and these nnrses
ean be seen in the public squsre airing
and exercizing the dogs, and leading
Frp S b b

en is dog mania may be j
from the fact that the dog tax pa:? into
wus 420 000
,000, The men,
also, b:uthﬁxdopbnt not to such a
They are

mostly beantifal little animals, -vl:lii.nf

deaths are from consumption
nesota and California one hundred and pector of Mells and prebendary of |88 suow, and are kept sorupulously
ll_x&.:nd in o here, even | Wells, clean, more care being evidently be-
with an almost total lack of luxuries, | s stowed on them in this than
mh was only thirty in the | Oneof the saddest things about ha- of the children receive their
—Harper's Magazine. man nsture is, that 8 man may guide
- gthqnii:uﬂpplbdﬁhh:ﬂhmt::&- -
What piece of carpentry becomes a|ing in it himself—that may a! Half the ills we hoard within our
gem a8 soon as finished ?—A-gate, ;Eﬂ.llﬂmlﬂlhﬂr. | hearts are ill's beeanse we hoard them.

Little Brown Acorn.

Lirtle brown Acorn u:l:?c o & e,
Wihilr the lraves Dirme m" anel resl,
| “Many 3 day | have been " aald B,
, “Anad s, ma I tired as tired can be,
I think | will go o bed ™

Littie brown Acorn ikl ander 8 ¥
Moesed rock on the stde of the
I uswver bave heand that he's gone sway
8o shoald yon keek there this very day,
i sure yoo will Snd kim still

| Litthe bwown Acorn ander the s ™,
| When the Winter days are come,
Whale the winide biow high sod the winds niow w,
w trornisies Jawn and e siasan g,
Staxs in his chosen home,

sq | Little brown Acorn namght will befall

Till the storwy Sujuths are o'er
Bt when 1 the caks the robine shall call.
Hr will ufl up bis bead oo gTevn amd e Lall,
Littie Lievwn Acoen mo meore,

Ig:mtl" AxD Eans.—It takes ns back to
o irginia, ten, fifteen years ago,
when the writer boarded at a certain
kind lady's house, who had an eye for
humor, and a ragged little hatehet-faced
girl would often come and beg for the
nose and ears of the meat to carry home
to her poor mother. Sheslways got it,
The writer can see her going down the
steps now, nursing a hog's head in her
arms, The kind lady moved to this
Siate, Some weeks since we visited
| this lady at her home,

Said she : Who do you reckon has
| been to see me, a fine lady-like woman,
and so handsomely dressed ?

We gave it up.
th!. nose and ears |
then she told us the ragged little

girl of fifteen yoars back, was to-day a

gentesl, well-mannered, nicely dressed
[ yo married woman, and as fate
 wonld have it, had moved to the same

| town, and ber honse one of the neatest
'}m the place, and her husband a sober
{and thriving and well-to-do young
| tradesman. She at first didn’t kunow
her, and the yonng woman had to in-
| troduce herself. The young woman
| did more. She didn't forget the
{of her life, but she pointed the lady
J back to them and boped she would
| comie to see her. And why counld she
| look the days of her beggary so square
(in the fuce, and never with blush or
quiver? The answer to this she gave
'the lady : *‘For,” said she, “vou kuow
I always behaved myself, and went to
| Sunday school every Sunday.” Yes,
we remember some Christians gave her
s dress and shoes to go to Sanday school
(in. The kind lady did go to see her,
| and more than this, the kind lady will
! never let drop one word sbout the nose
and ears, lest society might get ou a
high old snort, and call on the young
woman for proof that any of her ances-
| tors ever parted their hair in the middle.
However you sec what Sanday sehool
~aud good behavior did for a poor little
ragged .

Mp, Croare axp thr Asmimiovs Bov,
| —A great many boys mistake their
{enlling, but all such are not fortanate
enongh to find it out in as good season
as this one did. It is said that Kafus
Choate, the great lawyer, was once in
New Hampshire making a plea, when o
boy, the son of a farmer, resolved to
leave the plow and become a lawyer
like Kufus Choste. He accordingly
went to Boston, called on Mr. Chonte,
and said to him : I heard yonr ples
up in our town, and [ have a desire to
become a lawyer like you. Will you
teach me how ?"

“As well as 1 ean,” said the great
lawyer, *“‘Come in and sit down,”

ing down a copy of Bluckstone,
he said :  “Read this until 1 come back
and I will see how you get on.”

The poor boy began. An honr .
His back ached, his head and logs nehed.
He koew not how to study. Every
moment became s torture, He wanted
air, Another hoar passed, and Mr,
Choate eame and asked : “How do
you get on "

“Geton! Why, do yon have to read
sueh stnff as this "
| e t‘m"

“How mueh of it 2"

““All there is on these shelves, and
| more,” looking about the great library.,

“How long will it take 2"

“Well,*it has taken me more than
| twenty-five years.™
| **How mueh do you get

“My board and clothes,™
| *““Is that ali ?”

“Well, that is about all I have gained
| nn yeb,"”
| “Then,” said the boy, *“I will go
back to plonghing, The work is not
near as hard, and it pays better.”

Ir vou Prease.—Boys and girls, we
will print for you the Inst words of the
Duke of Wellington, “if yon please,”

When the Duke of Wellington was
sick, the last thing he took was a little
|tes. On hig servant handing it to him
1 in & sancer, asking if he would have it,

the Duke replied, “Yes, if yon please,”
These were his last words. How mnch
kindness and courtesy sre expressed by

1

jon of the chame- them ! He who had commanded grest

armies, and was long acenstomed to the
| tone of authority, did not overlock the
| small conrtesies of life, Ah, how many
| boys ol ! What & rude tone of command
| they often use to their little brothers and
| nisters, and sometimes to their mothers !
|  They erder so. This is ifl-bred, and
shows, to say the least, a want of
thonghi., In all your home talk, re.
member “1f yon please.” Toall who
| wait mpon or serve you, believe that
“if you please” will make yon better
served than all’ the eross or ordering
| words in the whole dietionary, Do not
forget three little words —“Li yon
pleass,”
“Hpwak gently . it I lwtter far
To rude Uy lovs Uban Tear™

—
| A Reseeereon Bov.—An old man en-

‘tered a railrond car and was looking
\around for a seat, when a boy ten or
twelve years of age rose up aud said,
| “Take my seat, sir.”
| The offer was acceptad, and the infirm
L old %:)n Eti down,
“Why did yon give me your seat ?”

he inqnired of the boy.,

. ““Decanse yon are old, sir, and I am
a boy!” was the reply.

A hundred years ago there wonld
| bave been little need to record, as re-
' markable, & similar ineident. Among
| things that are good or hopeful in the
| rising generation, there is one
| change for the worse manifest to every-

body,—a declining spirit of reverence
towards age and towards God. “Thon
shalt rise np before the hoary head,
and honor the face of the old man, and
fear thy God; I am the Lord.”

-

“Herpzrr,” said & perplexed mother,
“why s it that you're not s better
boy ?” “Well,” said the little feliow,

'mhe;ly. looking up into lher face with

his honest blue eyes, *‘1 suppose the
| real reason is that I don't want to be I
| We think the child gave the real reason
| why all of ns, big as well as little, are
not better than we are.

VARIETINS,

Singmiar.—To see a garden walk !

Bounty, being free itself, thinks all
| others so.
| The thought of eternity consoles for
| the shortuess of lifa,
| Cruelty is a draft upon hnmanity all
| are too poor to pay.
! The texta which dishonest people like
the most are pretexts,

Some people’s jndgment is that of a
blind man st a window.

What a wedding when the Darien
Canal unites two ocenns !

A country friend calla fashionable
| watering places match factories,

Solong as you are innocent fesr
| nothing. No cne can harm you.

The last gentloman in a lady's
thonght is generally the first as well.

If it is important for yon to know
| whether a man will cheat yon if he can
sound him as to his willingness to help
you cheat somebody else,

Langnages sre usefal to men of all
conditions, and they aqnally open them
the entrance o'ther to the most pro-
found, or the most casy and entertain-
ing, parts of learning,

| A meteorological eorrespondent sng-

gests that perbaps the orthographieal
contests now in vogue all over the
country may scconnt for the bad spells
of weather we've been having lately.

For the past few monthas the Bay of
Panama has been very phosphorescent.
To the dark every wave as it broke on
the reefs looked like a wreath of bluish
fire. Fish sbhound in the bay at sueh
times, and the water is oooler than
nsual,

England and the Ubiled States ae-
cording to the latest statistics, aro the
largest sngar-consnming conatries in
the world, In 1571 Englond eonsumad
830,000 tons, or about 57-2 lbs. per
bead of population. The United
States in the same porind usad 777,060
tans, or 41 [ba, per individoal,

John Raskin goes cold, besanse he
hates gmoke ; lives ont of town beeanuse
he bates noise ; shuts bimself out of
society becanse he despises women ;
will not go aboard steamers becanse
the noise of their whistling is abomina-
ble ; rends only bis own works becanse
other people’s ideas worry him; and
now refases to travel by ruil beecanse
he met with an aecident some time ago,
His last trip by earriage cost him 150,
and he hates that mode of conveynnee,
John, go West, sing your own praises
alone, and give np growling.

Mr, Disraali seems to be more conrt-
eons than the Iate Lord Derby, Every
oné has heard the story of the wine
merchant, who, hearing that the late
Tory chiel was suffering from gout,
sent him a wine which was decmeld
suitable for persons so atflicled, where-
upon the BEarl returned the wine with
& letter ststing thut ho preferred the
gout.  Kecently a geatleman in Devon-
shire, who is an  enthusiastic homoeo-
pathie, wrote o the premicr and ad-
vised kim to tey beyonia in amall doses
alternated with riim= tox or arnica, and
apply wot bandages to the milamed
rarte, Mr. Disoaeli ackuowledged the
etter courteonsly,

Soma interesting facts wera shown
by the latest Foglish consus:  In Eng-
land and Wales the females of the [rop-
alstion ontnnmbered the males by nup-
ward of half a million ; but above the
age of twenty-five the males exeeeded
the females in number., While there
wera BH) (N0 widowers, thore were 8700,
000 widows. Above the age of pinety
females numbered two to every male,

e mmber of centenarians had de-
creased dnriug the last forty years not-
withstanding the ineresse in population
There were in the sountheastern conn-
ties, with two maillions of popalation,
1,086 nonagoeunrinns, while in Loadon,
with thiree and a quarter millicus there
were only 83, and in Laneashire and
Cheshire, with a similar aggrogate pop-
nlation, on E_r Seo.

It is nol your neal dress, your expen-
sive shawls, or your ringwsd fingers that
attvact the attantion of men of sense.
Itia your charscter they stady. M
you are trifling smd fast in yonr econ-
versation, no matter if you are a9 hean-
tiful as an angel, you have no attraction
for them. It is the true loveliness of
your aature that wins apd eontinnes to
retain the aflections of the heart,
Young ladies sadly miss it who labor
to improve the ontward looks while
they bhestow not a thonght on their
minda,  Fools may be won by gowgaws
and the fushionable by showy dresses ;
but the wise amd =abstavtial nre never
canght by snch traps. Lot modesty
be yoar dress. Use pleasant and
agreeable langnage, and thongh yon
may not be eourtesd by the fop and the
fool, the good and traly great will love
to linger by yoor side,

A reckless Bavarian, who prided
himself upon his skill as » marksman,
recently bethought himsoll of a crown-
ing proof of lis ooverring mim, He
therenpon led his son, a led of 11 years
to a cortain spot and paced off seventy
yurds. Upon the boy's head thns
posted Le placed an apple, and retiring
with kis rifle to the distanece of 210
feet, he called upon his fnends who
had assembled to withes2 the danger-
ous and heartless aoct to observe that
| ke shonid ent the apple in two withont

harming bis chila. Ie deliberately
riised his weapon, fired and ent the
apple in the middle, leaving the child
nesther soratehed or frightened, wso
confldent was the latter iu the father's
skill, The heartless man was then
abount to repeat the experiment, when
| the police, sccretly informed, it was
said by the boy's mother, eama upon
the gronnd ami interfered to pravent
the eoatinnance of snch a dangerous
exsperiment, aud arrested the iather,
imprisoning Lim for s namber of Jdays

{in punishment for his foolhardiness.

Some remarkable feata of skill were

| recentiy porformed at Ehopel in India,

by the Sikh Cavalry. A sheep was sus-
pended on a sort of gikbet, and the
men wers to ride fast and ent at it
Capt. Buller, the commandment of the
Central India Horse, divided the &I.me-p
in one single cut ; hnt although nearly
one hnndred cuts were made at another
carcass by the men at various times,
not oue sueceaded in severing it, Oupt
Buller was destined to perform the
coup de grace, wlich be did 1o floe
style, and the lower end of the earcass
dropped in one wingle ent with his
pecuiiarly shaped Siklseimitar.  After
this another very dexterons feat,
which is common to the Sikhs, was

ormed. This consista in throwing
cirenlar-shaped sieel quoits at any-
thing. The old Sikhs throw these
qnoits with deadly sim, sod bave beoen
known to deeapitate scores of their
enemies at night without making the
slightest noise. They generally throw
m!ﬁ- their left hand, and the quoit
whirre st an awiul speed with a»
struight sand precise a course as a
I bullet.




