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himself with the words:

might pen forty letters. and the last
would be no better than the first. Let th.it
one go !''

And he folded. sealed and directed it.—
The next mail that left Westbrook bore it
away for its remote destination. Let us re-
turn to Mot. Maynard.

-We should have had an answer front
Fleetwood twn days ago. mice "

The dsughter sighed. but did not an-
swer.
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'What time does the mail from the east
coins in, Alice?" i

"At fear o'clock r\'And ft is five nowPc'
-Yes, =Vim."
"Won't you put on your bonnet and step

over to the post office 7"
Alice went sod returned, es on the two

previous days, with nothing in her hand.
"So letter ?" said Mrs. Maynard., as she

came in.
"None," wait the sully apok.en reply.
"Oh, why has be not written ? help

conies not from Mr. Fleetwood. there la no
help for us in this worbd "

Another day of vratung, in whi4.4l that
deferredhope which maketit the heart sick
trembled like I* light f 4 taper flicker-
' g lathe wind, pa...ed wearily away. At
eve.o'clock Alice KPA at the poet °thee
again. Now a letter *aa placed in her
hand, directed to her mother, andon the
envelope she read, with aheart bound, the
word -Westbrook." Not fleeter than her
loobtepf was the wind. a, she ran haek
home.

"A. letter, :tnd from Westbrook akin
cried ant eagerly, at .he entered the room
where her moths( wad aaztouNly awaiting
her.

The hands of JErs. Maynard shonli as she
opened add unfolded the long hoped for
answer. ft wits briet and its contents un-
den/stood lit a fear moments. Alice, whose
,exeerwerefixed eagerly upon her mother
fy sibs lna in silence, saw her countenance
change, grow pale, and the look of hope-
ful expectation died out utterly. Then as

4 letter dropped to the liar, her hands
werebead lip against ices face so as to hide
it frwm vigor, and she rat with the stillness
of ones who bad been paralyzed. Taking
up the letter. Atiee read it.

"MO writes Itindly," said Alice, as she
finished reading the letter, " and there is
comfort even in words when they some
from the lips of a friend."

" Words do, not feed the hungry or
clothe thenaked," answered Mrs. Maynard
in some bitterness of ttppne.

gbetad scarcely will this when thedoor
of the twist in which they were sitting was
Pushed open. and a boy about ten years

bare-footed and u.ragerly dad, cams
tri with N pitcher in. cn• hand, and a small
baoket in the other,

" Mother sent those, Mtm Maynard." he
said, Stith 'lll4osisant smile on 1w face.—
The ?Mew wag filled with new milk, and
shapeless a loaf of bread, ,hot from the
ovest, in tha basket. "She says please at,

ceps them"
"-Tout indther is ?err kind. Henry," re-

plied Wis. Maynard. •• Tell her that Law
refry moth obluletl to leer.-

And.sho's Yet.) much ‘,l,ltgeti to you,"
said.she hot.

" For what, Henry ir•
" Don't you know And theboy look-

edashotinupleu3rd tort%

Mrs. Maynard 4lttg-tit her hoed
Don't you remember ono dAy, when I

was overhero, that you asked me if I could
read?' .

• I've hogetten."
"We haven't then, mother and I. You

asked me if i maid read. and I said nn.—
Then you tokl toe I mu., learn right away,
and yen got a Look and showed Inc A $

C's; making me go over them a good many
times) uuttl I knew them all by he

you gave roe the book I have stud-
ied it4lt.orrt every day. and now I can
spell in two syllables.'

"And ‘64 is why your mother rent me
such 04040 loaf or bread said a pitcher of

ad, ma I" •
iiyarsk-rwasarcr ..Adiviatroje, , .

Vou can't read it-f"---
'lThen you mu-t bring your book over,

IM me give you, another lesson,"
"Oh. will your d light like suushine

eanne into the boy '3 !ACP.
" Yes, lletiry, aml with idea•mre. You

may eome every day if you will."
"Misr I? ()h. that will he goo.ll

Mrs. keys:ward-- Remy cheeke4 him-
self Ila midi-n*ly to go a little

I lart.."l".
W hut It, Ars. :Sin)nerd,

enoeutagiiigly.
'•.l.fsi. I I.iing K...ty along sometimes!—

She wants to le She 'most
know. leer

•• Why ires, lleory. firing Katy by all
' menu-. Alice will teach her.

Henry glanced toward Alice, a' if not
in re.: itsi to her View in the

oase. Ilut she i.ove him un assuring smile
and word, and the rail home with

tees 44.) toll the news.
“Whist does di/stale:lU. Alice?" said Mrs.

Maynard, /yoking at her daughter with a
tt,ra.LO, Ai iCe ~' . . countenance through which a dim light

el the lett*, was written. . seemed breaking. •

I.e us follow this letter to Westbrook,.„
..It may ,he true what tr Fleetwood

nd no the manner in which it is reoeiv- bays ," replied Altos., "the work that, Chad
••1 We rue it in the hand:sof air. Fleet- I 1,, for u, to do may now he lying, all lin_

wood, who s read it through, and is tat- I insert. around us."
tins with is tr ibled look on his fay. ' -This is no mere chance," remarked

.. ritere is n" lit in me," ho said at I Mrs. Mai nand, in a thonghtful way.
length, folding the letter and laying 1 3.1)010, you remember," said Alice. "how
it ion'le- "Pour • Maynard? is Chu i often dear father used to say there was no
day indeed so dark' \tt,o•l knows how chanwil-
lingly 1 would help you.„ were it in my I such thing as eet 1 felt, wt read-

Mr. Fleetwood's letter, as if it was father
power. Rut misfortune as not Wine to who was speaking to us."
Y (Hi alone It 1111-'lOO-'eLlONthrothOld tie'- Mts. Maynard ishut, her eyes and sat
so, and the thresholds of thOt;tiet'l ha- very 'till tor many moments, then she
aides, IVestbrook has seen e sad Opened the letter, which she hold in her
changes since you went away. hand, and read it through slowly.

Mr. Fleetwood took the letter fro the , "ft reads different now. lam .0,,y for
table on which he had placed it, and id Mr. Fry,, etwooa, it is hard, when years
it in a drawer. "Poor Alice Idaytierd •', lay upon us their long and accumulating
he sighed. as he shut thedrawer and turn- urthatei. to find earthly props suddenly
ed away Alt &iv long the tleaught ot that mired. Poor man ' It is hard, as if
letter twoubled him. flow uoulti he an- 'he ht to have been spared. What he
seer it ' Whist could he say' It was an had 'VA he has given freely, and 1
ltAiga- I, (.4.,ettillt ,ry for help .„ but lie had thank trim with gratetul leclings. Yes, I I
no help to give. The widowed motherliad have a faflavr in Heaven. and I will look
asked him for bread . and how outdid he 441. up In him nr,t hese stays of darkness- tie
her her mere words in retittn--«-coldolisey.. .will show us tshaway. Who knows but the
pointing words !

, i path is opened tsr us!"
For two days the letter remained iii t he say.._I .. own thong t. mother. (lyre UN

.11,0i1,1 where lie had placeal it. 1 yore than forty silo ren in this town who
"It i- no use. " be would say, as the tho't l no, geowine up in WI amens ignorance as

of it now had iicain intruded. -I cannot,i Henry Auld and his siristef. Their parents
bring myself to write au au-wer. Say w hat1will not. or ejotoot sen d akin to 'schopl ,- -

I wilt, and t he language hallot seem to her These children have uninor souls, and
hut lieuril• ss siadenees. She cannot on- t almost infinite napasaties, that •iii be a1,..-
at-rittlftfi tear greatly things have changea4eeloped roe good or evil. They • tiosl's
with me since she went out .frow Weal- I etibteatt, bet t care fur them, kl Clod
brook. If ,he does not, hear from we she I will ears for mi. Let as take the of
may think herletter hits l'aelalmPtiataulled• 'l ,3re:el cud pitcher of milk no the sigt \of
She. like the rust of us, is in /h od 's hands, • God's providence towards us. 1 feel, der
lie'sin"1"; care of her . \V*' are of mot.- I mother, that such truth will not be in
value titan the sparrows.- I vain. Mr. Plerstwatel's letter has turned

But this could not satisfy Mr. Fleetwood« the channel of nay thoughts in a new (ti-
tle lied a eonseienee, and it would not, let rection. May (Ridreward him for all he
hint omit a liatti duty without reproof. has said to us in this our time of need.

-11 you have no money to give; offer her and „a id qo ki ndly and slimly,"
kind and hopeful words," said the inward 'fhe daughter's hope and faith _flowed
monitor. "Even the cup of on id water into the mother's heart. They were not
must not be withheld!" indolent, self-indulgent women. All they

Unable to make peace with himself, Mr. asked was to he shown their work; and
Fleetwood at last sat down to answer the wow, in their ey es, it seemed to be tying
widow's letter. lie wrote her a brief, kind, all around them.
suggestive note, hut after reading it over iln the next day Usury Auld came over
twice tore it up. saying as he did so : °', with 116 sister Katy, and received the

"It reeds like mockery. She asked me • pron f tseci lesson,.
for bread, anal it seems like giving her a • ••1m you know any otle4 boys and girls
stone." _ who wish to know how to learn to read'!"

asked Mrs. Niltyuard. as the children were
going away.

"Oh, yes, I know a goNI many," replie4i
Henry, and then stood waiting to hear
what would come next.

them along when you come to-
morrow," said Mrs. Maynau:d. It will be
as easy to teach half a dozen as two."

-Won't Tom Jones he glad though,"
she heard Henry say to his sister as they
went oat through the gate.

Three montlas went by and, yet Kr.
Fleetwood received no response to the
answer which be had given to Mrs. Hay-
nerd's imploring letter. lie did not re-
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prevented mob=&Inshisknife ensppintipd to gsvAl•lairmade Incas, utchse.) ,-ee ow
' Imy hind ever my bead,

t pieced it under the sodas
end on the leitt nt my petrol, whisk was
cooked, ready for use

I lay in diet position for aboutlielf
minute, but it seemed like au hem-t. • Sy
that time-Thad powertwee mg- timatiing
which onfirst waitingcanierMlnglWapc ,

soon as he thought tbst I was satin
again, be lowered his hand wad atiatnasno-
ed operating our my skirt, clesseingittlithe
from the belt. Then I thougbtmy oppor -

(unity had come, arid tried to lent useshooter, but it was foul some way end,
eouki not come. I thou4lttsit tad

arrived, for, as quick as tar***
and struck withl,iskWh'. e stria* at
my throat. ifyeyes were broad °teethes,
end I saw where the knife was oeftediaA.---
By a quick involuntary movement l threw
myself aside, and he must have 0111Tec-
hed himself, for the knife struck luta, the
saddle, and so tight., that be could hot gat
it out. In trying to get out my pistols my
hand touched the cold silver 'nit o my
bowie. •

_

Instinctively I took hold of it, aNmeion-
ing the pistol, and was nerving my MaSer
the moment when I felt the coklmuntleof
his pistol against myforehead. Istruck eat
bllndly, and, as I did so, there was the
stunning report of his pistol. How I es-
caped Ido not know ; my face was black-
ened with the powder, and my Whisker
nearly burned off, but that was all the
damage done to me. My blow, though
struck at random, had proved a severeone.
My knife had gone into the left side of his
neok, aside of the collar bone. The knife
must have reached has heart, for as I drew
out to strike again, hetet' can me with his
whole weight, and Ibis blood spirting all
over my face. Re gave one quiver, And
stretched out length and lay perfectly
still—stone dead The whole transaction
did not take three quarters of a minute.

The report of the pistol had aroused the
company, every man sprung to his arms.
Some were looking for the mules, while
others were asking who fired the shot, and
where the Indians were. I called to the
boys to take the dead man off of me. for 1
was as weak as a cikld. A couple of thus
did as I requested" w lute others threw
fr"ah sage brush on the half smouldering'
camp fire, and we soon had plenty of light
to see what had happened. I told the bore
all about what bad occurred. We found all
the mules in their places but mine, which
was staked oft'about twenty yards from the
camp, with one of the other boys' saddle
and bridle on her. I went into the rive:
and cleansed myself from his blood, and
then sat down b) the camp fire, where I
remained till morning unable to sleep.

member distinctly what he had written.—
He only knew that ha had sent ber mere
words when she asked for deeds. lie nev-
er thought of her without a troubled reel-
ing.

"How cold and heartlessthat letter must
have seemed!" he would My to himself
sometimes.

"Ah, if she really kale hew it was with
me' - Ifshe could see ititenty breast, poor
woman! But she is in the hands of
and He is a friend who slicked' okwer
than a beother."

At last there came a reply so his words
of anoontaigementand hope, which, though
Bowing warm from his heart, seemed to
grow so cold in the utterance. Mrs May-
nail I wrote:

- Div Deus Sic—More than four months
ago you wrote to me, "You have a Father
in 'leaven, dear Madam, and a Father who
has not forgotten you. Look to Him. and
hope to Him." And you mud also. "He
has .omething for all his children to do;and something for you to do, and your
heads will find.the work. It may now be
lying, all unseen, around pin." My heart
blessed you, Sir. for those hopeful. sug-
gestive words. Yes. God had work forme
to do—and it was lying. ergo when I wrote
to you in my fear and despair. all around
me, though unseen by my dull eyes. Like
apples of gold in pictures of silver, were
your fitly spoken words. I hail taught a
child his letters, and his poor but grateful
mother sent me in return a loaf of bread
and a pitcher ofmilk for my children.—
Your letter and this offprint. in God's prov-
idence. came together. 1 had the text
and illustration side by side. Thero were
many ignorant children in our town, said
Alice and I, one to the other, and they are
God's children, Let us teach more of
them, as we taught this child, taking that
loaf of bread and offering of milk as a sign
that God will provide for us in the work.
we did not hesitate, but acted on the sug-
gestion at once. And now, we have over
thirty poor little children under our care,
and we have not wanted for bread. Some
of the parents pay us in money. some in
provisions, and some do nothing in return.
But we take all children who come. yes-
terday we had notice from the town coun-
cil that in appropriation of one hundred
dollars a year bad been made out of the

i 4,l3b elsic funds for the 'support of our school!
not the hand of a good acid wise

Providence appear in all this! Oh. Sir. I
Cannot to warmly thank you for the wiee
words of that timely letter. God bless
you for having spoken them'. Gratefully
'yours. ,Aticr. Diktat/Lao.
"•Only words," said Mr. Fleetwood. as he
If.Aded the letter with moist eves. "Only
!words! They seemed such a cold and
iheartleas return fin- good deeds, asked
pleadingly and in tears, that I had to com•
pet myvelrba write them. Yet see their
good huit! If we cannot 410, let us speakr kindly and hopefully at least I will not
forget the lesson '•

(:AI DIA liING a Wm' AVAIL—The fel-
kAvute -curtain lecture," which wefnd in
on.• of our exchanges, is appropriateat this
juncture in political affairs when the Wide
Awitk,-3 are "losing so touch sleep," and
sneaking intro 6:41 about daybreak :

4,CC it0—llt lie: 1 face to the wall. Strong
swell roel oil. Time, three in the morn-
ing

A pretty time indeed for you to coinshome, sir '. Where have you been all viightt
You smell as if you had been in search of
Spumes Hole through a tar barrel. 'Talk
of .ulphursted hydrogen, or stlpPiPielleted
egg.' They ain't anywhere. Say, where
have you been? Here I've been lying
awake for the last five hours, waiting isr
vou to corn'. want to know where
'you 1, 81 • 1 I I !his time° Wish I modeler
hoti•-• 'he fn Old Norms," I wantDaNarrow Escape
know now t ita near enough rooming toeeoroe, Joe, tell us what mede you turn know whses .see husbasel hasbeenallpaleawhile ago when Jack told us that he

. night, ;Ind pert:col:ley if he comes homebad "en a grave, and "" wh°''e v".!.

pmeene.l clear tliomeh as you are. You"Bah. boys' turn pale. &et I. There ore / r,I/, Thai won't answer.circumstances it) the lives of most men who oee vou were a woman, wed your bus=' ,
live on the (emitter which, to have them ,bona ;tumid setorl every ragitt the week,reealled. will make thew tut n pale. teArel

anti a4zing -vt come homevou do.and--Iwishmentioningthat grave,
Yee d get up and Jet/it:ear fresh air into theit wass recalled aleurful etent in out- ex. room. or I shall certainly suffocate—wbatpenence. But ae the night is young .) et, would 1"..4 zaV Don't Yon imagine thereI will tell you about it; and pethaes' it will would be a rasa in the family? Bow withbe a warning to you never to trust too th e wide Aymara j, ootthitbasal.giadaloatsfratiaer• or throw teraPtat, ireutaisla wide awakm Z094,4 11110rNita MiILY. are. I've always thonght-you7 11.1110Tines spoke your humble servant some rouse enough to remade the sireetit SRmonth's ago. to a party of prospetstors, of

•whom beexes one. The following is the pr *etlty euest.on Didn't you swear that
store to which I alluded shave you'd shoot Yourself it I didn't take pitySeveral years Hit°, wary on you .s opt with a pest) , tu *tarts I usual taUow you toprospecting for silver, high up the Gila t shwa, of hang. or dro.vri yourse,e. ItRiver We hail been souse time without Would hat e been the best thing I ever didmeeting wok) any succees, and' were re- in my life What is it smells so s
turning to Fort Yuma. disgusted with the

ins Don't tell we nothing it nevercotentry. We hail left the Piin°B village a smelled so in the world Had is pinydey'ssuurney behind us when we fell in bire.J. 1 That's 3 I.Weer business for a numwith a ZOSIXI trio...Bing the seine way that who pretend, to be the father of a largewe were. Ile vows without grub er blank- tu./.o// Next thing I shall expect to heireta, sod said he was, going te California.— of you is, that veti've been splitting rails
As we hid tome spare mules, we told him for general circulation. I know nothingthat if be could tide a p ack "'idle tie t about ? Don't eh? I don't want(-mild go with us as fer 11-4 Fort Yuma to know nothing about politics, if I haveNone of us liked the looks of the fellow. to neglect my hutuly and carry stinkinglie had such a thoroughly 11114 -ms ex- torches for the benefit of a man who is try-preesion. But as he seemed so badly it-ieAl

hint i ing to be President. 'Wan/realms! I tbio't •
the
up' we Wok

offer that we
p"y obi'hit" a" toad'

did. He acceposl with- •N} nu were a Wide Awake. I suppose you're
kept awake to night on whisky, harn'tout any hesitation.feund hen taci- vou.! Where have you been all this time?

turn. never epeaking unless he wAR spoken :nu.•town „mit t auetatruck three. Been.to. When we camped he would take the Tenawantle to raise a liberty polel—off les mule anti eu &F la .!let's a swelftn..te Why did not the Widenever et get the. grub ready, and
when it was ready he would come add .lA4.7itke ysouofTawe.oaleltawlttliiaanra sit itot.odtiryhetownwipoeftlei?
pitch in watt-the rest to. know something al nut politica tityttelf, andHowever, though we .lid not like I know that sou are drunk. that's whathis actions, we said nothing, thinking, ha you are. Mee roust you ? Whymight have some secret sorrow that we,lidn)ou thin's, of that before° I've hadIsad do right to pry into. We had travel. no sleet/ to n 101 l and you never nnee thated two day• when what I ant about to tell of me. You're an old trineyou occurred. We had eamped at noon,
and its, the weather was very warm, ,some
one propo•ed that e.• should ell takea Was He a Man, or a BrUta.
bath. All had telt that it would be a de- 1 onco picked tip A man n> the market,
Vicious 0001 amusement, bathing in the place. They said "lie is a brute—let him
shade of the seeton wood trees, which Lung alone."- I took, has house with me. and
over the bunks of the river. We stripped kept the -brute- t . 1/4 1, teen days and nights,
instanter, and were emit Iszajoy outerlves through his delii 1114,, Ana no nearly frights
glormusly. I had .t stround me with ened Mary out of her wits, one night char-
several t eclaws in it t.s.k it elf to ing lee all about the house with a hoot in
-give me free play in the miter, I laid it his hand. 13tit else recovered her wits,
down on my clothes carelessly, never ate‘ lie recovered les. Re said to me—-
thinking of htding it from any of the coin- ••Ytiu wouldn't stunk I had a wile and
pan", as they all knee that l had the child:" • Well I 'shouldn't."' "I have,
money' and I had no idea that the stran an.{-41, L13,, tier dear little bean—my
ger would be templet) to take it As 1 j little Miry is RR pretty a little thing as ever
came out of the water, I teemed the -.min: stepped? ' said the 'brute.' I asked--
ger looking very longingly at ray belts but "Where ,lo they live:- The} live two
thought no more about it. utiles' awn' from hete." •'When did yoia

That night, from some cause, 1 could not see them last4" "About two yells ago."
sleep well, and when I a oUiti fall into a Then he toll me his sad -tory. I lead—-
state of unconsciousness 1 was trembled j "You must go bark again." "1 mustn't
with such veld.likeoirearns. that I would go back—l won't--rut wife to better with-
rather I hail remained booed awake. At s out use than with sae. I will not go back
last, about Imaittett, I went to .4leep any more; have knocked her, anclkielred
weevily: how long I lay I do not know, , her, and abused her; do you suppose I will
but I wakened suddenimo find some one Igo back noun' I went to the house with
kneeling over use and very earefully eta- / him. I knocked at the door, and hiswife
tint; my shirt open. Now I have always / opened it. this ,lira. Rioluirdson?"—
had.the power call -it presence of mind, ,•• Str." -Well, that is lir. Richard-
or anything) of comprehending in an in- 'eon. [Laughter.) And Mr. Richardson,
startt all that is going on around me. no I that is Mn,. Richardson. liner come into*atter from how sound a sleep I may be the house." We went. in. The wife sat
wiked. It-ia anything but pleasant to on one aide of the room, and the "brute"
ivaks. And tind one's self in the power of a; on the other. I waited to see who would
desperado who will have no hesitation in speak first: and it wain the woman.
plunging\s. knife into your heart. I felt plause.l lint before she spoke she Wiget-
myself in ything but en enviable situs- led a goOd :keel. She pulled up her apron
titan, knowing that the slightest indication till site got hold of the hem, and then she
on my part oftieing awake would cauee the t pulled it all up close*, and jerked it
villain to give r te between the rib' the I through her fingers so suck st!i, time, end
length of his bowies or the contents of his I then she spread It all downagatreandtbett
pistol. For. althoue I could not see tik / she looked all about the room and said,
pistol. I felt sure that e had ithandy. ''Well, William!" And the "brute -said,

Co secure my pistol whost letting hint Mary"" tLatughtee.) He had a
know that I wee awake, wite,a very delieate larse hen.ikerelitef round his neck, and
operation. and I attempted itecomplesit she said. -You heal better take the hand-
it in the following matinee nee piatol anti es,eteet ..it, tVilleust; you'll need it whenbowie-knife were both under tie saddle, sou go esti lie begets to fumble about it.
which 1 used for a pillow. f three my The knot was enough: he could have
right arm up over my: head, taksiiit\ ,•:oe it is Ise liked- lint he said, "Will
not to touch the robber, and sawneti`rit .10s1 unt we wt. 3ttre•'"-tind the worked away
l was half awake, but ready with my loft 'at it. be. 0... lingers were (gunny, led she
hnod to catch his arm in the event of lii=t\t,,,il<ln t get it rdl" their oyes met, and the
tatimper ,gto mai, ige, I ere! toy eyee veliitht was not oh quenched:, ihe opened
partly shut. ae that he could not easily sisee tt.tis,atuw gently, and be fell tut° them.--
them glisten, but eaticiensly open to see / It yen lee( eetee.t hosechits arms claeped
his every move, which I could easily elsitit his west: and he sobbing -her
do. as it was a clear starlight night (in ' breast mei the tetibt lonklne -Its wonder
the instant that I moved. be raised his first at one ,earl then at the ..rioter, you
arm to strike, and as l'wae nearly betray- would litre 'aid, *. Ir is not a- brake it is
ing him my being awake by throwing off 1 man ait It a big warm heart in his breast •'

my left hand, but some strong impulse --J ae ,K. teseob Esgtgad.
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