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'L at us have Faith that Right makes Might; and in that

Faith

let us, to the end, dare to do Qur djn, as we understand it"-~A. Lixoconx.
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The Safeguards of Personal Liberty
BY HON. WM. D, KELLEY,
LADIES AND (FENTLEMEN :

The presenee of such an audience ns
#his in this heated term is unwistakable
proof of the interest the people of Phil-
adelphia take in the subject proposed to
be discussed this evening— ‘Lhe Safe-
gtiards of Personal Libarty.” Certainly
1o voiee familiar as mine 8 to the people
of Philadelphia could, under ordinary cir
cumstances, have attracted such an audi-
ence in such a sdason. It is well that the
people are awake to the importanee of this
subject, for our ;:t.:nvr:m'-u stands con-
fronting the great problem of the justor-
canization of Government for a million
of ygnare miles of tefritory aud for congt-
less hundveds of millions of happy or
miserable psople.

The Bmwperor of the Freueh opens his
sy of Capsar with that brief sen-
every

biogr

from - Montesquieu, which

.an should read and ponder, and

tence
\n
a
tin
the chiefs of the republics who form

governing waxim in these

“In the birth of socioties it is
the

institution, and in the sequel it is the v
atitution which forms the chicfs of the
vepublic.” Tt is for us, the existing gen-
eration ; it is for us, perhaps, before the
next bills of mortality shall be footed up,
10 determine what shall be the character
of the political institutions of the broad
We are to
determine whether they shall he malevo-
Tout or beneficent,—we, the people of the

territory I have indicated.

States of the Union, whose Governments

have not been disorganized or overthrown,

¢ been feltin

and whose presence has o
Ours i3 a

the councils of tho na

co-ordinate departments

Government of 1

source of

and the people are the direc
legislative department

e have just closed a great war,—a
war, the magaitude of which has chang
ed the phrascology of history. When, s
Awmericans, you read the phrase ‘“F'he
Revolutionary War,” you at onee recur to

the war of 1776.

the recent fearful contest, you read the
phrase “The Great Rebellion,” you the't
¥ 1

of the English Rebellion, and Clarandon

and his ehronicles; but when men ghall
of the Great Lebellion,

they will forget that there was such an

hereafter read

asland as Kuogland, and think only of that

lion which opened graves to nearly
a mitlion of American soldiers, and which
cemented by the blood of the slain the
grandest fabrie of CGrovernment ever giv-
&u to man. (Applause.)

We have closed this war gloriously.—

The graves of nearly half a million of

our brave soldiers attest the valor, patri-
otism and endurapee of the unassuming
people Jof the North. The

neatrly as many Rebels certify
rof the \u

orave ¢
graves of

in equal

dagree to the val
ple.  Our po

established.

'1C

an pe

as a v Ty

ement
North

Throw together a st
ited by the

of the resources

and South, and

council of kings and emperors, and ask |

them whether with all the power apd
3 to put

wealith of Kurope they can propos

Ameriga like - resuits,

“No.”.  We have

upon the shores of

and they will answer

demonstrated to the nations thatthe world |

combiued against us way not, by war, dis-
turh esseitially the eurrents of our life
(Applause.) Henceforth internal discord
is the sole caunse of dread to the Ameri-
van statesinan and people ; and we way
2o on through centuriesrealizing the Uto-
pian drpams of More, if we will but be
true to the great principles that underlie
Jour institutions and should regulate the
administration of apr Government.
Alaving closed this war thus satisfacto-
xily, we are entering upon the threshoid
of another—a war of ideas—which in-
.volves all the ceusequences for which so
muchfblood and treasure hase been ex-
pended. It is for us jto say, peacefully,,
«uietly, in the halls of legislation, in the
Exccutive Chamber, from the judicial|
bench, and when the people assemble in’
their majesty, to express hy the silent bal-
dot their opinions, whether we shall have
the full results of our sacrifices and
achievements ; whether we, in our own
proper persons, shall enjoy them, or
whether they shall pessibly never be re-
_‘.nﬁled, or be attained only by distant gen-
erations after long periods of strife and
agithtion, and, perhaps, of war. The con-
Jtest in which we are now engaged is more
dificult than that from which we have
Jthus come with bagners streaming in glo-
ry. Our endhhy in that contest was known;
his uniform was of a different color from |
that worn by, the national soldier; the
standard under which he fought did not
bear the Btars apd Stripes which our
fathers knew and which we so cherish.—
‘We saw that he was.armed with deadly
weapous, aod using them for our destruc-
gion. When he ¢ame stealthily upon our
01 it was o bura our villages. ~ Same

When, previously to |

v power is |

it upon the table of a

———————
doubted, but more believed, that his hand
was engaged in endcavors to fire our eit-
ies, to disseminate pestilential disease, to
poison the fountain from which drinking
water flowed to the babe, the aged, the
sick. We knew that we were grappling
with a deadly enemy in physieg) strife,
and that it was a contest in which oge or
the other must conquer,—in which we
must vindicate our right to live and gov-
ern ourselves, or, with the black man,
submit to he governed by an oligarchy
that knew no law but his own will and
lusts.( Applause. )

The epemy with whom we now contend
is more sybtle. Iis purposes and weap-
ons are concealed ; his strong fortresses
are in our own midst; his weapons are al-
ready piercing our hearts, apd his chains
binding our limbs. The enciy that we
are grappling with i pride of race, un-
christian and anti-republican In-r.,'m]fca
against all races of men save our own.
(Applause.)
Northern hearts.

He sits enthroned in our
He controls our action
| every hour of the day in every street of
| Phila leiphia; and if we cannot conquer
! him, we cannst maintain our own free-
dow, or transmit the real safeguards of
personal liberty to onr immediate poster-
ity (Applause.) The struggle will be
fearful, if it be true that he that ryieth
his apirit is better than he that taketh a
city.

“But,” you ask, “what are the safe-
guards of personal liberty ?””  Tet me tell
!}‘uu first what they are not, and, in doing
| 80, shock

| 4
| know what worshipers of the comprom-

your settled convictions. ' I

ises of the Constitution we havg been.—
[ [ know how, in order to save the Consti-
| tation and the Unicn, we have gone on
| from 1820 to I860. a period of forty years
abandoning every principle we held dear,
| ak

safegpards of our owa personal liberty.—

oning our manhood; abandoning the

I know how cherished the letter of the
Constitution is, and T do not mean to dis-
parage its value as a frame of govern-
aent when I say, broadly and with ew-

pothis, that the safeguards of personal

{
[ liberty arc not found in laws and consti-
lative or

| tutions,—are not found 4 legi

constitutional provisions. These in them-

selves, as safeguards to personal liberty,

are idle as the summer breeze or the fan-

tasy of the fevered brain.

Do you ask

| me whether I mean to say that statedmen
I ;

V-'mimim: that it is important that consti-

and philosophers have been wrong in

| tutions should guarantee liberty, and that
laws should be wise, humane and presery-
No;

hat these give expression |

| atiye of the rights of individuals ?
| I mean to s

| mevely 4o prevaling sevtiment; that they
| are the means by which you may ocea-
| sionally enforce an invaded right, lmli
{ that they do not guarantee the enjoyment |
Let me, in the most familiar |

|
Hustrate the truth of these propo- |

1 of wights.

| w
si

In every State and every county of the |
United States, there is a law against riot, |
—a law enforced by peculiar penalties ; |
for it punishgs not only the convicted ri- |

oter, but also the tax-paying people of a |

city or county in which a destructive riot
ia permitted to occur. It not only requires

n' to abstain €rom acts of riot,
" they see a riot threatening, and
{ fail to rally to the assistance of the au-
| thorities, and prevent or suppress it, ant
blocks of stores be burned and millions
of dollars worth of property destroyed, it
taxes gach and every one to reimburse the
sufferer.  One might suppose, therefore,
that in no community would there be any
destruction of property by riot.

But constitutions are more sacred than
laws, and I turn to the Constitution of
the United States and those of every
State in the Union. ¥ cu will remember
that they cherish and gaard as precious
above all things, save human life, the
fraedom of speech and of the press, and
the right of tha people peaceably to as-
semble, to discuss their grievances and
petition for redress. .Mhis is not peculiar
to any State; it stands out prominent,
pre-eminent, in the Constitution of every
State. Agnin, we find thattho Constitu-
tion of the 4/nited States pravides speci-
fically that “the citizens of each State
shall be entitled 4o wil the priyileges and
immunities of citizens in the several
States.” Lot me illustrate the import-
ance of this provise, and show how large
a personal interest every citizen of the
country has in the wepublican character
of each State Government. We are all
waw Pennsyluanians. We may have been,
born in any other State of the Union or'
in a foreign land; but if, having been bezn
or naturalized in another, we have lived
in this State oae year with the intention
of making it our residence, or if, having
been born in a foreign land, we have, af-
ter five years’ residence, been jnaturalized
here, we are Pennsylvanians.  Yet. un-
der the clause of the Constitution of the

United Stgtes referred to, we way be, at

the end of one or two years, as may be
provided by the Constitgtions of the re-
spective States, each one a citizen of
soine other State; that is, by virtue of oar
citizenship here we have a right to emi-
grate to any other §tate, and, by the lapse
of the time (one or two years at most)
fixed by the Constitution of that State,
will be invested, not by specific act, but
by the mere lapse of time, with citizen—
ship in that State. And in the interim
we are constitutionally entitled to the ful-
lest protection of its laws.

Now; let me challenge your mewories.
1 shall not attempt to startle you with any
new facts. 1 have not been exploring
classic or anciept history for illustrations
of my views. Iam going to appeal to
the recollections of this generation, and
to events that have happened within gee-
eral notoriety and our own obseryation.—
1 begin first wilh the city of Boston. 1
was there in that :mriml of transition
when passing from youth to mavhood.—
A native of Philadelphia, I had goue
countes to the general current of Ameri-
can emigration, and sought employment
in New England, instead of upop the
broad fields of the West.

I remewmber to have seen, while in that
city, a large assemblage of the weaithy,
intelligent und enterprising business men
of Bostgn, in front of a small printing of-
fice. 1 saw them take down }by violence
the sign fron the froat of it, and direct-
ly afterwards bring from the offico a pale,
calm-lonking man ; and when they were
about to perpetrate violence upon him,
two rough men, in their ghirt sleeves,
pressed through the throng of merchants

and other well-dressed gentlemen, and
carried him safely away. To whai place?
T'o one of the public buildings near by,
—the old State House. Some time ai-
terwards T saw a carriage drive up, the
police gathor arongd, and Theodore Lay-
man, the Mayor of the city, with his bat-
on of office, putthat pale, thoughtful man,
William Lloyd Garrison— for it was he—

into the carriage; and hurry to Leverett

Stroct jail, that its thick walls and iron
bars might protect him from a riotous
mob of the inteiligent, enterprising, weal-
thy people of Boston.

And what erime did they allégé against
him? “Why, this man,” said they, “will
think, and, still worge, will, in &veord-
of the State
of Masgachuscits and that of the United

wnce with the Constitution

States, say and print what he thinks,—
the vile raseal!” T witnessed the sight.
His only erime was that he stood by the
cardinal text and the underlying prioei-
ple of the Coustitution of Massachusetts
snd that of the United States, and exer-
cised a freeman's right to think and'speak;
and for thet he went to prison; while the
flagrant and well-known violaters of the
law wont peaceably home to dine.

But again. In that year, the sover-

| eign State of Georgia, by the deliberate

and unanimous action of both hranches
of its Legislature, passed a bill, which
met the approval ot the Governor of the
State; and i printed in its statutes, offer-
ing a reward of §5000 to the man who
would bring the body of that same Wil-
liam Lloyd Garrison, dead or aliye, into
i Be-
cause he had eyer violated a law of Geor-
Not a e had never been
there; he had uever been south of Balti-

the State of ( For what ?

gia?
more. It was Lecause in the distant—
and, acsording to Nouthern doctrine, sov
ereign—State of Massachusetts, he would
stand by the seminal principle of the Con
stitation of the
M
America; in other words, he would viudi
cate the right of the citizen to think and
speak treely, and the right of the people
to assemble peaceably and petition for
I d¢ not think
that William Lloyd Garrison, or the rights

States of Ceorgia and

chusetts apd the United States of

redress of grievance.

he vindicated, foupd adequate safeguards
in legal or constitational provisions.

Let us come now to a period a little
later. 1In 1838, having met with an ac-
cident which disabled me from the pursuit
of my business, I returned to Philadel-
phia, to the land of William Peun, the
City of Brotherly Love. Let me remark,
wy friends, in passing, that as Americans
owing supreme allegiance to the Cousti-
tution of the United States, our highest
pride should be that we are Americans ;
but we are for the time being Penosylva-
niang, aud as “one star differeth from
another in glory, and a citizen may feel
his cheek glow with pride or blanch with
shame as he reviews the. history of his
native State or that of his adoption. I,
as a Pennsylvanian, exult wilhn_nll the
pride of proudest manhood over some
chapters of Penusylvania’s history, while
there are others which I would, if it were
possible, wash out with tears of blood.

I came back to Pennsylvania, which
was tho first Sigte, kingdom or empire
since time hegan that voluntarily, with-
out remuperation and by deliberate legis-

lative get, abolished human slavery,which
was then prosperous in its midst. (Ap-
plause.) Yes, to dear old Pennsylvania
belongs ‘the glory of having set the world
at large the example of voluptary eman-
cipation. Our revolutionary ancesters,
in 1780, while thero were yet, as it
proved, threo years of war before them,
aod while, so fur as they knew, there
might be ten, provided for the abolition
of slagexy; und it was as President of the
Pennsylvania Society for Promotigg the
Abplition of Slavery, and on behalf of
the people of our State, that Franklin, in
1790, but a few months before his death,
—appeared at the bar af the first Cong-
ress and presented a petition which ew-
bodied these earnest words «—

“Your memorialists, particularly en—
gaged in attending to the distresses aris—
ing from slavery, Believe it to be their
indispensable duty to p.esent this subjeet
to ‘your noticc. They have obseryed with
real satisfaction that many important and
salutary powers are vested in you for pro-
moting the welfare and securing the bless—
ings of liberty to the people of the United
States; and as they conceive that these
blessings ought rightfully to"be adminis—
tered, without distinetion of color, to all
descriptions of people, so they indulge
themselves in the plcasing expectation,
that nothing which ean be done for the
relief of the unhappy objects of their care
witl be cither omitted or delayed. From
a persuasion thot equal liberly was origi-
nally the portion, and is still the birthright
of all men. and influenced by the strong
ties of hwmauity and the primeiples of
their institutions, your memorialists con—
¢gse themselves bound to use all justi-
fiable endeavors to loogen the bonds of
slavery and promote a gederal enjoyment
of the blessings of freedom. Under these
impressions, they earnestly entreat your
serious attention <o the subjectof slavery;
that you will be pleased to countenance
the restoration of liberty to those unhappy
wen, who alone, in this land of freedom,
are degraded in perpetual bondage, and
who, amidst the general joy of surround-
ing freemen, are groaning in servile sub-
jootion ; that you will promote mercy and
justice towards this distressed race, and
That you will step to the verge of the pow—
2d in you for discouraging every
species of traflic in the persons of ogr
fellow men.”

From these primitive dates till 1520,
when, over her unanimous vote in both
Houses of Congress, the Missouri Com-—
promise wag adopted, Pennsylvania stood
the or aypong the foremost,
States of the country in defence of all

foremost,

the sal.guards of personal liberty —
Though there be a sad intervening chap-
ter in her history, and thgugh Pennsyl-
vanians will always blush to remecmber
that James Buchanan was born on the
soil of our State, she has not failed at
intervals since 1820 to assert, from time
to time, her right to her leading position.
It was David Wilmot, of Pennsylvania,
who, in 1846, by reviving the Jefferson
proviso, reasserted her 1ight; and I may
be permitted to say that it was an hum—
ble son of Pennsylvania who, in the last
Congress, claimed for her her just prece—
dence in recognizing the equality of all
men before the law. (Applause.)

But to return from this digresgion In
1838, remembeoring the early and proud
record of Pennsylvania, I said, as I left
wmy friends in Boston, “I am going to a
State where constitutions are regarded
and laws obeyed, nnrll' where the people
may freely think aud speak. Iam going
to my native city, where the people have
erected, and are about to dedicate,to free-
dom a glorious temple, in which the hold-
est thinkers of the land mway meet, and
in which the humblest people will be
instructed.” I arrived during the week
in which Penusylvania Hall was dedica-
ted. [ visited it. Anxious, perhaps, to
boast, when I went back, that I had spo-
ken in such a hall; I raised my young
voice in what was doubtless a very feeble
attewpt at eloquence. I also visited, in
the building next to that hall, an humble
looking building in the shadow of its
high walls, one whom I had loved from
my infaney, oue whom I had never known
to be in physical health, but who had lain
for years & sainted woman, pas.sing slowly
away, and rhowing how lovely age could
be as it glided ‘calmly towards the grave,
—the sole surviving sister of my mother.
But one evening looking in thatdirection
I saw the heavens lurid, and heard, long
squares ayay from the place, the howling
of infariatpd men. I sought to reach the
spet, but in vain.
thought that the iofernal region had
yielded its demogs to earth, and that they
were showing how hideously they could
act. The blaze sggmed to reach the very
heavens; the stout walls seemed to totter;
and aroyud the raging conflagration the
Constitutlon-loving and law-abiding peo-

1

As I approached it, I'|

efficient in Philadelphia than in Boston
in guarding the personal rights of the
citizen.

But let us consider the other clause of
the Constitution of the United States re-
ferred to. A million of squgre wiles of
fertile territory seems to me to be'a very
goodly inheritance for a people; and the
territory lying south of the Potomac and
the Ohio, and west of the Mississppi,
ciaimed by the late insurrectionary chiefs
embraces more than a million of square
wiiles, and is the most fertile region of Jur
country. The Constitution guarantees
to each and all of you, and to all other
American men and women, the right to
¢itizenship on every foot of it.

It also guarantees (g a)l the right to
communicate freely, by letter or other-
wise, with any friend or acquaintance re-
siding anywhere on'that million of square
miles of territory. Yet, my friends,have
I been able to travel in the Southern Staes
lately?  Let me ask you whether the
climate of Florida or of 'l'exas or of South
Carolina would not have been fatally in-
salubrious to me any day since 1856, had
I ventured there. (Laughter.) Now, 1
will not talk about William Lloyd Gar-
rison, because ke was a “pestilent fallow;””
who was always insisting on Constitution-
al rights, while I only did it occasionally,
when an election was cowing off | (Laugh-
ter.)

Was it not, for years before this Re-
bellion broke out, dangerous for any Nor-
theru man to express, anywhere in the
South, the opinion that it was a Christian
duty to do unto others as you would
have them do unto you? Did any cler-
gyman, politician, statesman, or private
citizeu, dare to say on Southern steam-
boat, in railroad ecar, or stage, thot he
disapproved of human slavery, becguse
under it you could not do unto others as
you would have them do unto you?—
Would not the political atmosphere in
which he uttered such a sentiment have
been dangerous to him? Tn other words
no oae of you coulq safely go therg car-
rying your manhood with you. You had
wodeave that behind when you travelled
South.
clothing, and your bones, and the coating
of flesh that covers them, but you must
leave your manhood at home with your
wife and children, if you wished to re-
turn. (Laughter and applause.) You
might have a copy of the Coustitution of
the United States in every pocket of your
garments, and hold out that instrument
as you safeguard ; but you all know that

You might have your trank and

you would not have found it a very effi-
cient protection.

temember how it was in the case of
poor Powers, the Irish-Philadelphia stone-
mason.
and Florence in the First Congressional
District, ‘he was secking employment,
and was recommended for work on the
State House at Columbia, South Caroli-
na.
three weeks when he happened to drop
the remark that ““‘Slavery cut down the
wages of the white man and degraded
him, and that the white working man in
the Sonth was regarded as little better
than a nigger !” " For this offence he was
stripped to the belt, as a hoxer would say,
and tied by the wrists; a slave was put
on each side of him with a cowhide, and
he yias flaggelated till the blood streamed
to his slippers. He was then dressed
with tar aud sand, and brought, by slow
stages, onan open truck, for nearly a
hundred miles, being detained in each
town for the gaze of the multitude asa
¢Northern Abolitionist.” DBarely esca-
ping with his life, be came back to Phila-
delphia. When thus treated, he pleaded
in his defence the Constitution,—at least

Having voted for Buchanan

He went there, and had worked

he told me that he had done 0 ; but he |

found it no proteetion. His crime was
that he had asserted that a system of an-
paid labor, applied to four millions of
men, degraded every other laboring man
in the section of the country in which it
prevailed! You have read of gentle
girls decoyed from their New Kngland
homes into Southern families to act as
teachers, and of sheir wails being seru-
tanized, until finally some injudicious
friend sent them a copy of the New York
T'ribune, or the Independent, with a sers
mon by Beeoher, or, bolder still, and
more indiscreet, the AntiSlavery Stan-
dard, or the Lilerator ; and you have
read how the girl in such a case was
turned away withopt wages and = without
guidance, but not always without stripes;
for in one instance a fair and geatle mai-
den was treated just as poor Power had
been. Ihave seen a dauguerreotype of
the beautiful face of that daughter of old

plg of Philadelphia shouted di
songs of triumph, the key of the hall
having been handed over to the Mayor of
the ¢ity, that the act might appear to
receive the stamp of municipal authority.
How painfully was I thus taught that
Constitutional provisions were not more

:

| New England.

No, fellow citizens ; Constitutions and
laws are, in themselves, no possible guar-
antee or safeguard for personal liberty. —
Nor are they an efficient restraint on the
cupidity or higher impulees of the indi-
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vidual. For instanco, it has been felony
in each of the Southern States to teach
a colored peson to read the Lord’s Pray-
er or the Ten Commagdments. T donot
mean to say that the statutes declare it
in express language a felony to teach col-
oréd persons to read these particular pas-
sages ; but the law did pronounce it fe!
ony to teach colored persons to read, and
this  prohibition embraced the Lord’s
Prayer, ths Ten Coinmundmeuls, and the
Old and New Testanients. Yet we find
among the slaves, and more largely
among the free people of color in the
South, a very large number who can read
and a eonsiderable number who can write.
This ‘cireumstance testifies to different
classes of facts. It shows,in the first
instapce, that there were living under the
influence of that infernal systeyy some
humane people who oc¢casionally, regard-
less of barbarous laws, taught a colored
child. Secondly, it shows that these
“brutal” colored people, who have ‘“no
intelleet” “will pot work” and “cannot
tako care of themselves,” did, in spite of
law, and while taking care of their mas-
ters and their masters’ families, find time
and fyei

During my recent visit to Charlegton,
I was startled by what sounded like an
echo of my own voice, and, turning to
the speaker, I founda thick-set black man
with hair knotted close to his head,—
“an image of the Almighty in cbony,”
if ever one was cut out of that waterial.
Before him, Samuel Dic[:erson,stu(nl two
little girls in plad silk dresses, with broad
rimmed bonnets, and plaid ribbons cor-
responding with the dresses which they
wore. Kach held a boquet, and the man
a wreath. As I heard his voice, I looked
over the whole place, to assure mysell,

-

ities to learn to read.

and saw by his gestures and moving lips
that it was this negro of the purest Af-
rican blood who was saying to William
Lloyd Garrison, who had just ascended
the stand beside me, ‘“/f'he emotions with
which I beheld you, honored sir, are in-
expressible ; and, having begun thus, he
went on with a speech in floging senten-
ces that would stamip him as an ooator in
In the course of his
address, he said :—For now more

any assemblage.
than
ten years, sir, it has been my privilege,
at distant intervals, to bo encouraged by
readiag your good words in bebalf of my
oppressed race. To yon and the good
people of the North, under the Constitu-
tion of the United States, and the gui-
dance of Abrabam Lincoln, I owe these
dear children, First, theis mother was
taken ; then the elder one was snatched
away ; and on my knees I pleaded that
this little one might be left to me asa
souvenir of the past. What was the re-
ply that I received? “Urge me no far-
ther, or I will gosttyyr your childrea to
differest States.”

Somehow that man bad learned 10
read, he had stolen that knowledge ; and
among many others I heard the same sto-
ry. One would say, “Why, my young
mistress taught me.”  Another would
tell me, “I was on a plantation on 4ho
island, and master had e taught so that
I might keep the little accounts.” Thus
here and there, benevolence or selfishness
had prompted soms of the people of the
South to violate the law which made it
felony to teach a negro“to read. There-
fore, while I urge that constitutions and
laws are not the sole safeguards, or, in
themselves, safeguards of liberty and
rights, T aleo urge that they canfot be
made the means of repressing the geni-
us, the intellect, the aspirations of a mass
ot human beings. (Loud applause.)

What, then, my friends, are the safe-
guards of which I have promised to speak?
Arc they possible?  Oh, yeg' they are
the sioplest dhing in the world. They
are popular sentiment and daily usage.
Wkhere popular sentiment is right, the
laws will be just and equal, and wiki be
maintained and enforced ; and where pop-
nlar usages are consistent witli humanity
and justice, there will be small business
for the lawyer, for usage will enforee the
law. y

I think I hear some one say, “Oh, you
have nigger on the brain, and pow you
are begiuning to plead for nigzer ! God
forbid that I should forget the egistance
of nearly five millions of human beings,
beings who koow every sorzow that I
kunoy gnd every joy that T may feel, and
who look through the same narrow way
to enduring happiness. Thank God! I
do not forget their existance, and I do
not fail to plead for them. But, my white
brethren, allow me to assure you thgt it
is you for whom { am pleading now, be-
cause you are more pumérqyu than they.
The colored peopie of America pumber
about five millions; the white people
over twenty-five milli
worth more than odey® plead for the five
and cwbrace the sixth. and plead for hin
too. Itis not the regro alone I baye

s; and as five is!

“on the brain ;" itis him and the white
man; it is mankind, and not any single”
raco or class of men. (Applanse.)

Our fathers, when they gaye the world
a new political system, disputed ail the
old foundations of government, and pro-
claimed new principles. They declared
first, the equal rights of all men. The;
said, “We hold these {ruths to be self-
evident,—that all men are oreated equal.’?
Did they mean equal in stature, in com-
plexion, in intellect, in morals?” T an-
swer the quegtion by saying they were not
fools, nor were they blind ; they knew
that men differ in all these respects.—
They were speaking on political subjocts;
they were g tho foundati
principles of politieal institntions, and
they proclaimed that, in respect to right
all men are equal, and are alike entitled
to life, liberty and the pursuit of happi-
ness. » -

Again, they denied the legitimacy of
every Governmeyt thep existing om ghe
face of the globe, and laid the &xe at the
foundation of every throns, by affirming
that the objest of governments is the pro-
tection of humap rights, and that they
“derived their just powers from the con-
sent of the governed ;” and, farther, tha,
if any form of government violates the
rights of the people, it is not only their
right but their duty to reform, ov, if ne-
cessary, overturn it. Upon' these propo-
sitions they rested not only their defencs
of tho Revolution they inauguratod, but
the theory upon which they determined
to establish their Government;

Pennsylvania, to bring her Govern-
megt into harmony with thiese principlel;
in March, 1780] less than four years af-
ter that Declaration, proclaimed ) lblo
emangipation of thy slaves, having pre-
viously secured by constitutionsl provis-
ion the right of suffyage to eycry freg-
man without regard to color.

Had all the States of the Union been
organized on theso principles, thero ney-
er would have been a day when you
could not have written a letter anuoun-
?ing the general doctrines of (he Gospe]
uftn any State without bringiog jis ro-
cipient into bodily danger, beeause those
doctrines would have prevailed in the
South as well as in the North. 1f the
equality of man had been recognized all
over the country, t}::uro would have been
no war during the last fogr years, bucausé
no man, not even the pardoned Rebel,
denies that the war was made to perpetu-
ate Slavery and secure the degredation
of the laboring masses.

No man will tell you that our newspa-
pers were excluded from Southern mails
for any other reason than that it was
feared they would endanger the system
of inequality that prevailed and was
cherished in &b South. It was this that
made it dangerous for us to travel there;
it was this that fired Pennsylvania Hall;
it was this that mobbed William Lloyd
Garrison, and disgraced Boston by disclo-
sing tho fact that Leverett Street jail
was the only place in that city stong
enough for his protection. It was this
doctrine of human inequality, this viola-
tion of the principles that underlie ouy
Goveenment, this want of harmony be-
twecn our usage and prejudices on the
one hand, and the theories which animate
our Government, and which we all profess
to believe, on the other, that disgraced
us before the world, and converted what
should have been our peaccful life into a
restless sea of agitation, in which  Con-
stitutional safeguards were abandoned or
disregarded. '

Let me show you how. thoroughly we,
in Philadelphia, are governed to-day by
a concession we made to the South years
ago, in the vain hope of securing peace
and prosperity by promoting injustice and
inequality; let me show you how com-
pletely we allow our prejudices, not' nat-
ural, but llll‘ls engendered, to override
the law of Pennsylvania; how some of us
who are in this hall join in demanding
that the State shall accept our prejudices
as its supreme law. There is not, within
the wide limits of Penpsylvania, 4 jurist
ot standiug who will risk his professional
character by denying that, according to
the Jaw of Pennsylvagia, every man and
woman who is well behaved, 4ad can Py
the fare, has a right to ride in our street
cars. That ig the law of the Common-
wealth, as expounded by our courts; no

e I man of reg will dis-

L
pute it.
Wo are a liberal people; as I have
shown, our most cherished traditions in-
dicate our love of human freedom and
equality. We are a patriotic people; we
have sent oursons and brothers, and have
gone ourselver, to the war. We are a
benevolent people; we have fed the sol-
diers of every State as they passed thro’
our city, going to or returming from the
field, and our hospitals have been attend-
ed farthfully by women (God bless them!)
and by men, doing ell they could aﬁjf the




