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MASONRY WAS CON-
PLETED SRURDAY

Oaldwell, Barry and L  ard, who
had the contract of building the abut-
ments and piers for the new bridge,
huve completed their work. The last
stone was placed on the north abut-
weut on Saturday evening, December
8, at 5:106 o’clock. The first ¥ one was
1aid ou Monday, Septombor 1 at 2:15,
the intervening time being three
months less nine days.

Ilad the Horseheads Construction
company, who bhas the sub-contract
tor erecting the iton work,showed the
same zeal or a like hustle of ‘‘trying
to do something'’ as did Caldwell,
Barry & Leonard the bridge wounld
have been nearly ready now for the
use of the public. Bat they didn’t and
in consequeunce their part of the con-
tract is not near completion ; and there
are no positive indications as to when
it will be finished.

Que span of the iron work is in posi-
tion,bot there is any amount of rivet-
ing and fastening of joints and girders
to be done yet. The false work be-
tween the second and third pier was
placed in position last Thursday,since
which time most of the floor system
hins been put in.  After getling start-
¢d the workmen promised to complete
a span a week. So fur that promise
bha not been kept and at the present
rare of speed,he Horseheads Construc-
tion Company will do well if it soc-
cends in fimshing a span every two
wecks,

When it became known about town
t :at the last stouc on the abutment
wa- to be laid some time doring Sat-
u:day afternoon, quite a large crowd
gathered on the shore to witness the
scero. They commenced to gather as
variy as B o’clock. Some became weary
«f waiting,and didn't tarry lorg. Oth-
«ts remained stcadfast on the ground
until the eud, bearing the extreme
vold nobly. That was no easy task.
Mercury stood at a very uncomfort-
able point to say the least, aud the
wind blew *'‘big guns,’”’ whistling all
kind of tanes into frost bitten ears,
wish the exception of ‘' Good Old Sum-
mer Time.’' A group of boys huddled
around a fire built on the bank and by
constantly revolving around the blaze
they managed to keep their blood in
fairly good circulation. When the last
stone was finally lowered into posi-
sion by the big derrick the spectators
trended away feeling thankfal that at
least, the stone work of the bridge was
completed.

Rural Delivery Growing.

WASHINGTON, Dec. 8.—Extension
of the raral free delivery service bhas
resulted in an increase of 1,125 in the
pnumber of poet offices discontinned
during the fiscal year ended June 30,
1904, according to the annuval report
of J. L. Biistow, Fourth Assistant
Postmaster Gene al, made public to
day. Dariog the year there weie 2,549
post offices established and 5,587 dis-
continned. Thera was a decrease of
168 in the number of offices establish-
ed. The prinzipal cause of the increase
in discontinuance has beeu the exten-
slon of the raral fiee delivery service.
The total number of discontinnances
was 8,760 post offices, with a saving
in salaries of postmasters aggregating
$171,131. At the close of the fiscal
year there were 71,131 post offices in
the United States—256 first class, 1,204
second class, 3,896 third class,and 63,-
768 fourth clasa.

Operation of rural mail delivery and
the extension by private interests of
rural telephone service has created a
demand from patrons of raral routes
for the delivery of small packages of
merchandise on an order to local mer-
ohants by postal card, telepl or

ITURN ON THE

STREET LIGHTS

The matter of street lights is now
attracting goneral attention and caus-
ing considerable talk thronghout Dan-
ville, these short winter days when
the sun is ou duty a few hounrs out of
every 24.

It is the result of the aro lights not
being turned on until afterdark in the
evening and shut off before dawn.
These hours of darkness exist at a
time when the majority of the people
io town need light the worst. Persons
on their way to and from work or
business, are compelled to feel their
way through the surroanding black-
ness of the night or morning, at the
risk of life and limb by tripping on
dilapidated sidewalks or {alling over

an This oon-
dition of affairs follows the steps tak-
en by the city anthorities some time
ago, when they, in order to ecomno-
mize, decreased the hours of lighti

MEETING OF
COUNCIL

Borough Uouncil met in regular ses-
sion Kriday. The [members present
were: Goeser, David Gibson, Vastine,
Davis, Boyer, Fenstermacher, Joseph
Gibson, Lloyd, Deitrich, Swank and
Reifsnyder.

The mi of the last

 _

ELKS LODGE
OF SORROW

The impressive order of exercises of
the Lodge of Sorrow was carried out
by the Danville B. P. O. Elks in the
Opera Honse Sunday- afterncon be-
fore a large ani representative aundi-
ence. It has never before becn the
good of any great nomber of

were
read and approved.
The Borough Treasurer’s report was
read and accepted.
It was moved and seconded that the
ding Railroad O y be req:

Danville people to witness this heaati-
ful service and, the impression of sol-
emnity that the digmfied moarning for
the dead left npon the minds of those
t is one that will not soon be

ed to place a watchman at the Spruce
und Oenter streets crossings. Motion
oarried.

On motion of Mr. Gibson the insur-
ance on the Fire Engine Houses were
ordered renewed with the companies
which they are now insured.

The Light Committee reported that
a number of the poles for the municip-
al light plant are too small, and have
been d d. Sume that are in

the streets from 18 and 14 hoars to 12.

The oity contract with the Stand-
ard Eleotric Light Company for street
lights, closed on November 1. At
that time the munioipal light plant
was expected to be in operation by
December 15. The Standard Electric
Light Company for the short interven-
ing period refused to remew the ocon-
tract with the city for the same price
that the contraot for a year called for.
Consequently the city was obliged to
pay a higher rate, or be without any
light at all during the following month
and a half. So, in order to equalize
things, or rather i the oity

position will have to be taken oat and
replaced with others. No poles under
7 inches at the top will be accepted by
the Committee.

Joseph Gibsou stated that he had
been informed that the Good Will
Fire Company’s boilding was being
used for improper purposes; not by
members of the organization but by
outsiders who had seoured keys in
some manner.

On motion it wa3 decided to dis-
affirm the matter of the judgments en-
tered against propsrty holders for non
payment of taxes, and ordered the tax
11 to collect the taxes.

authorities adopted the plan of short-
ening the hours of buruning the light.
Orders were issued to start them at 6
o'clock in the evening and to turn
them out at 6 in the morning, doubt-
less not taking into oconsideration the
long period of .darkness the streets
would be engulfed in before and after
turning on and off the ourrent.
Had the question at issue been neces-
sary earlier in the season, when the
days were longer and the nights short-
er, it wonld have worked all right.
Now the situation is vastly different,
and there is too mach risk at stake to
permit the present condition of affairs
to continne. Danville citizens are
placed under great inconvenience.
While the method taken to save the
city a little expense may be a ocom-
mendable one on the partof those who
brought it about,it is looked uapon and
referred to as false economy, pure and
simple. Change the order of things.
It may save trouble and untold ex-
pense. The little extra it will cost the
city for the few hours more light de-
manded, would be small in comparison
to a suit for damages. That woald be
an expensive luxury, win or lose.
Aunother reason whythe lights shonld
burn longer, is becanse of the uncer-
tainty of the length of time that must
elapse before the municipal plant can
be put in operation. One thing is sure.
It will not be ready on December 15.
The Light Committee is having trou-
ble of its own. It is relative to poles
being delivered that do not measure
ap to the dard the ificati
call for. They are being condemned
right along,and many were in position
that will have to be removed from the
holes and replaced with others. Then,
antil that obstacle is overcome, there
will be no maunicipal electric light
plant in Danville

That leaves bus one way oat of the
present difficulty. Arrange for the
present light to burn from the first
shadow of darkness, to the first gleam
of light the next morning.

Progressing More Rapidly.
The H heads Counstruction Com-

otherwise. The value of such packages
is small and the present rate of one
cent per ounce,the report says,is prac-
tically prohibitive.  Mr. Bristow re-
commends that Congress fix a rate of
three cents per pound,or any fraction-
al part thereof, on packages not ex-
oeeding five pounds,mailed at the dis-
tributi' g post office of any rural free
deliviry route. If this special rate
‘were established, Mr. Bristow says, it
would be a great convenience to pat-
rous and become a source of revenue
10 the department.

I is estimated that $500,000 will be
needed by the department to contivue
the establishment of rural routes as
fast as they are favorably reported and
approved for the remainder of the cur-
rent fiscal year. It is likely that 1,200
route: will be reported within the next
two months, and at this rate the ap-
propriation available will be exhaust-
ed about Janoary 15, 1905.

An appropriation of $3,000,000 for
the establishment of new routes will
be asked by the department for the
fisual year ending June 30, 1906

L'here are now in operation 28,073
roates. It is estimated that approxi-
mately 2,000 additional routes can be
established out of the appropriation
uow available, making 30,078 which
will be in operation or ordered estab-
lished ty Junoary 15, 1905.

Ferry Again Running.

The ferry boat rcsnmed operations
yesti rday morning and made regular
trips all day.

The stream was practicaliy clear of
floating ice, but the low stage of the
water made it neces:ary for the ferry-
men to keep a close watch in order to |
avoid ronniug aground. That was tlm
only serious difficalty they had to con-
tend with, bat notwithstanding it,
they made fairly good time in getting
aorois.

pany is certainly entitled to credit for
what it has accomplished this week,
relative to pushing the iron work on
the new bridge along.

The second span is up,the last piece
having beon placed in position last
night. Work was begun on it on Sun-
day. and only four days consaomed in
putting the many heavy sections of
iron together. That was the most rapid
advancement made by the com pany
since operations were started, and if
the present speed oontinues it will
not be a great while that the pablic
will be obliged to depend upon an un-
certain ferry to get across the river.

The third span will be started as
soon ag the false work is in position,
and will be pushed towards ocomple-
tion as rapidly as oircumstances will
permit. Every indication now points
to a speedy completion of the bridge,
the contractors having determined to
finish it at the earliest possible mo-
ment.

Funeral of Newton Reifsnyder.

The funeral of Newton H. Reifsny-
der took place from the residence of
his brother Thomas Reifsnyder, Ohurch

Mr. Watts who has charge of plant-
ing the new electric light poles desir-
ed to know if he woald be

tornolten

The services were of a charaoter that
showed for what ‘purpose this order
exists, and those who were inolined to
think that the social side of Elkdom
predominates were not loath to change
their opinion. As Exalted Raler

DANVILLE LAD'S
DISAPPEARANCE

The mysterious disappearance of
Clarence 8. Carr, fourteen year old
son of John A. Oarr of this eity, from
the home of a relative in Allegheny
Oity, came to Jight last evening when
Mr. Oarr sought the aid of the press
in his eadeavor to find his son..

Olarence Oarr was employed at the
Danville 8ilk Mill autil some months
ago, when he went to reside with his
aunt, Mrs, John Inness at Allegheny
City. Early in November Mr. Carr re-
eerved a letter from his son saying that
he was homesick, and wanted to re-
tarn to Danville. 'The money for his
oar fare was about ready to be for-
'warded when word was received from
Mrs. Inness saying that the only trou-
ble with the boy was a passing home-

Charles Ohalfant, opened the i
and the officers responded’ as to what
were their several duties, the vast au-
dience was shown at once the real ob-
Ject of the Lodge of Sorrow.

Clyde O. Yetter,Esq. of the Blooms-
burg Lodge delivered the enlogy. Mr.
Yetter said that the Elks had not come
out of idle and morbid cuoriosity, bat
that it was considered a privilege to
commaone with the absent ones, aud
that it was with feelings of saored
duty that a day in each year had been
set apart when the members of the
order might recall the pleasant mem-
ories of denarted brothers.

James Scarlet, Esq., delivered a
magnificent oration. It breathed the
spirit of true and pure Elkdom and at
all times was clear in its meaning.
Mr. Soarlet has never been heard
where he spoke with moie sincerity

to pat down 85 fuot poles where he
couldn’t raise them on account of
wires, or to use his jodgment where
such obstacles were encountered and
cut them off. He was instructed to
use his own judgment.

The tax collector was exonerated
from the taxes of 1902 and 1903.

Mr. Barchfield.a representative of the
Watertown Eogine Company, who was
in town a few days ago, stated to a
Oouncilman while here, that the en-
gine ordered for the electrio light
plant, would not give eatisfaction
when run with 65 pound pressore. It
would not last a year. He advised that
85 pound pressaure and & feed pamp be
used on the same engine. It was de
cided to order the pump from the
Watertown Engine Oompany, and
QOouncil to stand half of the expense.

BOROUGH DEPARTMENT

Regular Bmployes ............ $ 82.50
Standard Electrio Light Co.... 469.21
Standard Gas Oo.. ....... 8.60
8. J. Welliver. . ... 1.15
H. Prentiss. . 2.06
O. E. Lunger ¥ 100
John W. Farnsworth. . 15.00
Miles, Peifer & Co.. 15.00

22
5.87

Franklin Boyer
E., O. Yeager

pelled [ and greas: of ht. His delivery
was forceful and he was eloquent
throughout.

Mr. Scarlet spoke of the objects of
the B. P. O, Elks in general and of

he Lodge of Sorrow in particalar.
IWe should write the faults of our de-
parted brothers upon the sands, but
the beauty of their lives should bLe en-
graved upon the tablets of love and
memory ; 80 that the remembrance may
be a help to the living. The social slde

ick and that if he were to remain
with her a little while longer perhaps
he would be all right.

The boy being of a determined dis-
position, however, deoided to return
home, and on the afternoon of Novem-
ber 18th, while Mr. and Mrs. Iuness
were away from home, the lad started
out leaving nothing behind to indicate
where he had gone. The aunt, upon
her return gave no thought of the boy,
thinkiog his absence was only tempo-
rary and that he would soon retorn.

As the time passed and he failed to
torn up the foars of Mr. and Mrs, In-
ness that he had left the home in Al-

legheny City for goad, grew into a
certainty. Word was immediately sent
t0o Mr. Oarr and since that time every,
eftore to locate the lad has been made
bot not the slightest clue has been
obtgined as to his whereabounts.

Clarence 8. Carr is fourteen years
and three months of age. He has dark
corly hair, black eyes and is slightly
bailt. When he left Allegheny City he
wore knee tronsers, a sweater and a
cap.

Mr. Carr stated last evening that he
had employed every means at his com-
mand to find the boy.and that he hopes
that news of his son's whereabouts
may come to him through the aid of
the press.

of life, so 'y to a prog
existence is exemplified by the Elks as
by no other order. The objects of the
organization are benevolence, charity,
justice, brotherly love and fidelity, of
these benevolence is the most signifi-
oant. It inoludes justice, courage, de-
votion aund love; it requires a moral
and generous nature and promotes
happiness everlasting.

A First Class Performance.

The Harrisburg-8tar Independent
under date of December 6th, 1904,con-
tains the following oriticiam of to-
night's play at the Danville Opoara
House :

‘“Notwithstanding the inclement
weather of yesterday aflerncon and
g two large audiences wit-

The ical bers were k- |last i
able for their beauty, each one being
most iate to the i

Wyle’'s excellent orohestra was never
heard to such good advantage. It num-
bered fourteen masicians, including &
fall complement of strings and the
rendition of the ‘‘Bohewisn Girl'’
salection was faultless. Mr. Eugeue
. Miles played a trombone solo, the
“Evening Star,’’ song from Wagner's
T It was artistically play-
ed and well accompanied. The or-
chestra as a whole deserves great oredit

Miss Mary Derr of Lewisburg, the
well known soprano contributed two

Labor and Hnnlmg 52.58
George F. Keefer. ..... 74 50
WATER DEPARTMENT.
P.&R. R. R.Co...... ... $100.80
Regular Employes.......... 137.00
Labor and Haaoling. ........... 3490
Washington Fire Co...... . 6.76
8. J. Welliver............... 1.20
Atlantio Refining Co........ 3.7
Boyer Bros 28.05 |
Franklin Boyer.. 19.07
Standard Gas Oo 10.60
H. B. Patton, 20,00

Death of Irs. Harvey Rhodes. |

Mrs. Harvey Rhodes who was taken |
ill with typhoid fever about ten days
ago, and was removed to the Mary
Packer Hospital, Sunbary, on Friday |
last, died Monday evening.

Mre. Rhodes was forty-two years of
age. Her husband,Harvey Rhodes, it
will be remembered was badly burned
about five years ago by stepping into
a pool of molten iron at the Bessemer
Steel Plant. Mr. Rhodes was in Phil-
adelphia recovering from the amputa-
tion of his foot when the news reach-
ed him of the serions illuess of his'
wife.

Beside her husband Mrs. Rhodes is
survived by two daughters, Geraldine
of this oity and Mrs. Ashley Knapp of
East Danville ;also a sister, Mrs. Sarah '
Pegg of Bloomsburg,and two brothers, !
Oharles Giger of Philadelphia and !
Morton Giger of Sunbury.

Smokers Take Warning. !
With the approach of Ohristmas, |
when the stores are crowded with shop- !
pers and everybody’s attention is giv- |
en to buying and selecting gifts it is

pumbers. She sings delightfally and
at all times troe. Her work shows
cultare and good training and she
sings with mooh expression.

Miss Margaret Ammerman, an al-
ways welcome singer, also rendered a
solo. Miss Ammerman’s voice is one

| that is most attraotive, having a qual-

ity and timber such as is rarely heard.

She always ploase« and 1e alwanys
1eady to assist in work of this char-
acter.

Walter Rossell sang ‘‘Bat the Lord
is Mindfal of His Own'' in a moat ac-
ceptable manner, Mr. Ruossell is heard
too rarely as his voioe is traly wonder-
ful. Volume, parity and depth are all
there and should be taken advantage
of.

The entire program was rendered
withount a hitoh. The stage was set
most appropriately. A large emblem-
atio board, with the letters ‘*B. P. O.
E."” illominated with many colored
incandescent lights made a striking
effect.

The Bloomsburg lodge with their
ladies attended the exercises coming
to Danville in two special cars. Mem-
bers of the order from Berwick, Oata-
wissa and other surounding towns
were also in attendance. The doors
were olosed at 2:15 sharp and the ua-

| ual disturbances arising from late com-

ers was entirely eliminated.

Officers Elected.
At the regular meeting of Lotns Con-
oalve, No. 127, Improud Order of

well to heed the warning given inst
carrying lighted cigars into the stores. !
The habit is not only an injustice
and a risk to the proprietors of the '
stores, but is dangerous as well. No,
man would care to jeopardize other
people just because of a desire to
smoke and any man would surely do'
without smoking long enough to make '
» purchase or accompany his wife or
hildren on a sk ing toar. !

street, Toesday afternoon at two
| 0’clock. Rev. 8. B. Evans ot Ellnt
| Paul’s Methodist h

| officiated. The pall bearers were Jo-
| sian Jobbern, Lewis Kessler, Benjam in
‘ Foulke, William Orosty, Arthur Freeze
| and Oharles Schuster, Interment was
made in Fairview cemetery.
Mr. and Mrs. A. O. Reifsnyder, son
John and daughter Rena of Altoona,
attended the funeral.

| The Board of Health of West Ber-
wick in its report to the Borough
. Council Tuesday night estimated that
"thero have been in all not less than
two hundred cases of measles in that
place. The disease, it is thonght, has
| pretty well ran its course,

When stores are crowded with goods
it is a hard proposition for a man or
boy with a lighted cigar to dodge

, held last g in Odd
Fellows’ Hall the following officers
were elected to serve for the ensuing
year: Past Archon, Elmer E. Peters;
Archon, Edward W. Gibsou; Provost,
David E. Haring; Prelate, William K.
Lunger ; Secretary, 0. G. Cloud; Fin-
anoier, W. L. MoOlure; Treasurer, Ed-
ward W. Wetzel ; Iuspector, Harry E,
Seidel; Warden, H, H. Stetler; Sent-
inel, Benjamin Sanford ; Trustees, 'W.
O. Greeue, P. H. Foust, W. B. Gear-

nessed two artistio produoctions of ‘‘In
the Shadow of.the Gallows,’’ a play
of the real melodramatio type. This
play ie on the bills for performances
again this evening and tomorrow af-
ternoon and evening. It is one of the
few plays with so sensational a title
that is withoot unreasonable climuxes
~—the kind that are often put into a
play to make it appear good. ‘‘In the
Shadow of the Gallows’' deals with
nothing but facts. It is a story of
love, deceit and counspiracy. Of course
all the wrongs are righted and the
guilty ones suffer, bat these climaxes
come in their proper places and when
the play is finished the general impres
sion is that a most interesting story
has been told. It is a play that leaves
& most favorable impression. The
sensational climaxes add strength to
the story and none are overdrawn.
There are mauy scenes that are real,
inolading a wild dash of a locomotive
across the stage, a court scens and
other realistic effects. The comedy is
original and pleasing and the pathos
strong. The company is a good one
and the several roles showed careful
stady. Miss Mayme Hoff, as the cap-
tain’s daughter, was attractive, grace-
fol and at times powerfal. Edith M.
Cooke as "‘Arabella,’’ was a success
and Bertha Mordock as ‘‘Sister Celia’’
and Emma G. Field, in the role of
‘‘Zolla St. Mar,”’ were ideal in their
interpretations. Marie Nielson had a
good part as ‘‘Sallie Dean,’”’ aod did
well. Bert Buckman as ‘‘John Ber-
trim,'’ was a clever actor and Jack
Lawrence gave the role of ‘‘Peroy
Olifford’’ the propér rendition. The
balance of the oast were up to the
standard and received many expres-
sions of approval from the andience,’’

May be Arabian Peddler.

Hundreds of people continue to view
the head of the the murdered man on
exhibition at Farrow’s undertaking
rooms, Shamokin, and so far positive
identification is no nearer than the
first day of the finding of the head.

It seems to be the general opinion,
that the victim was an Arabian vend-
er of rugs aud shawls, who paid fre-
quent visits to Shamokin and vicin-
ity. The only difference perceptible
18 in the color of the mustache, it be-
ing contended by many that the Ar-
abian had a muoch darker mustache
‘than the victim’s. However the Ar-
abian has not been seen in the region
since the murder, and is known to
have been here just prior to the com-

ion of the hei crime.

hurt; Rep ives to the Sap!
Uounvention to be held in Milwaukee,
Wi in, June, 1905, John Rﬂlnl

aronnd without ing in
with the materials laid out for display
and much of this material would ig-
nite easily aud cause the proprietor a
loss of thousands of dollars.

The warning should be obeyed aund
all persons would profit by it.

Dog Killed.

Yesterday morning a dog in attempt-
ing to cross the trolley track near the
power house at Grovania, was strack
by & car and instantly killed.

and W, M. Lloyd.

Clean the Sidewalks.

Iu many places in Danville the or-!

dinance relative to cleaning sidewalks
has not been observed simce the rnow
storm on Monday af! Quite a

No olues of any morit have develop-
ed in the past week or ten days, and
w it seems as if the bringing of the
uxmy parties to justice depends upon
'enllroly the fdentification of the head.

Farmers’ Hotel Changes Hands.

hauged hands,and former proprietor,

nomber of walks are covered with ice,
making them dangerons to pedestrians.
Especially is this the oase at night,
and the obstraotions sheald be remov-
ed.

J. 0. Wenzel has removed to Sun-
bary. William Spade and William
Snyder, formerly of the cigur manu-
faotoring firm of-8uyder & Fritch,are
_to be the naw landlords.

The Karmers' Hotel, Mifi street,has | §!

THE MOST VAL
UABLE CHURCH

The Journal containing the proceed-
ings of the thirty-third Anpual Con-
vention of the Protestant Episcopal
church in the diocese of Central Fenn-
sylvania ,held in Trinity church Will-
iamsport, Pa., June 14 and 15, 1904, is
out. It shows reports from each church
in the diocese, giving the number of
baptized persons and communrizauts.
The estimated value of all the charch
properties in the diocese is, also, in-
claded in tha reports.

The report from Christ church, this
city, gives the estimated value of the
chuich at $106,000. This includes the
charch building, rectory, chapel and

THE POLES T0

NO. 4

BE REMOVED

There was a meeting of the Light
Committee of Oouncil Tuesday night,
at which there were, also present
Burgess Pursel and V. A. Lippincott
and L. W. A, Rumeey. The latter two
represented the Rumsey Eleotrical
Light Company. They met with 'the
oity authorities with the view of going
over matters pertaining to the muni-
cipal electric light plant, and to take
steps looking toward the adjustment
of the then existing dissatisfaction felt
by the Light Committee concerning
poler, ete. The case at issue was care-
fully gone over, the city officials in-
forming the representatives of the
R Electrical Company of the

cemetery. In the f of the
new, or the Diocese of Harrisburg,
Christ chorch is the most valuable
in the new diocese. There is but one
other church in the new diocese that
exceeds the valoation of Ohrist
charch by a few thonsand dollars. That
is St James church, Lancaster, the
total value of which is placed at $110,-
000. This amount is in addition to the
church building, Yeates School, Bish-
op Bowman’'s home and St. James
Orphanage.

The estimated valoe of Trinity church
and Obrist chuoreh, Williamsport, is

77,000 a0d $60,000, respectively.

Io the old diocess of Central Penn-
sylvania Christ church, Daoville, was

idered the hand and most

complete church building io the dio-
cese and there are none to exceed it in
the new, a fact’that should cause the
members of the local parish to fesl
prouder of it than ever.

Dr. Manning Undecided.

The Rev. Dr. Manning, the newly
elected bishop of the Harrisburg dio-
cese, has not yet announced his deeis-
ion as to whether he will accept or de-
cline his election to the head of the
vew diocese. Tuesday the committee
appoiuted at the Lancaster conven-
tion, comprising James A. Lamberton,
Esy., of Harrisburg; Rev. Edward
Henry Eckel and the Rev. George
Foley, of Williamsport, and the Rev.
Mr. Breed, of Lancaser, called on Dr,
Manuing at the vicarage of St. Agnes,
in New York city,and officially notifi-
ed him of his election as bishop of the
new diocese. It was about 1 o'clook
in the afternoon when the committee
called on Dr. Manning, and the con-
terence lasted far into the evening.

After the conference it was announo-
ed that the Rev. Dr. Manning will re-
ply to the mvitation within a few
days, though he has three weeks in
which to decline or accept the bish-
opric. The general impression now is
that Doctor Manning will acocept,
thoogh his large and influential con-
gregation of St. Agnes’s chapel will
endeavor to retain him as their lead-
er.

Great pressure from withoat the
oity is being exerted upon the Rev.
Dr. Manning that he accept the call to
this important new diocese. Telegrams
and letters urging his acceptance have
been received at the parish house from
many intleential chorchmen — from
bishops, rectors and laymen. At the
same time many prominent members
of the New York diocese are petition-
ing the doctor to remain in the great
parish of Trinity, of which 8t. Agnes
holds an important place. The salary
in the new field i= $4,000, while the
salary at St. Agnes is $7,000.

Williamsport’s Board of Trade.

H. R. Laird, the hustling secretary
and business manager of the ever ao-
tive-go-ahead-und-stop at no obstacle
Board of Trade of the city of Will-
iamsport, has issned his last quarterly
Board of Trade Bulletin for the year
of 1904. It pat in an appearance at the
office of the Morning News last night,

present condition of things and what
was expected of them as contractors.
Many of the poles had been condemn-
ed because they had not been what the
specifications called for. Some of these
had been placed in the ground. They
woald have to be removed and replac-
ed by others.

The trouble concerning the length
of time it takes to get the engine and
dynamo here was also gone over, and
Mr. Rumsey stated that he would use
his best efforts to have both in Dan-
ville at the earliest possible moment.

Regarding the poles an agreement
was reached wherein the Rumsey Elec-
trical Company is to replace all con-
demned poles, remove those planted
and put others in at the expense of
the company. This extra work and ex-
peuse will, it is estimated, cost the
Rumsey Electrical Company abount
$1000.

Yesterday morning, the Light Com-
mittee, Mr. Lippincott and Superin-
tendent of construction Watts took a
trip over the line and marked the
poles that are to be removed.

Situation Grows Alarming.

The soarcity of water is becoming
alarmiog. Throughont the vast area
drained by the North and West Branch-
es of the Susquehanna and the section
of country below where the two
streams form a junction at Northum-
berland, the droanth is steadily becom-
ing more severe. Already there is mach
hardship because of dry wells, and the
end is not yet nnless a change occurs
soon. Streams are drying up slowly
but sorely, and if they are not sappli-
ed in the very near futore muoch suf-
fering will be caunsed. Oomplaints
come from all sections of the surround-
ing oountry, and grave fears are being
felt regarding the outcome of the pre-
sent condition of things. In various
seotions of Lycoming county the mills
which depend on water power have
been compelled to shut down. Some
of them have been idle for three weeks.
Nearly all the streams of the county,
incloding the river, and Pine and
Loyalsock creeks, are lower than for
many years at this time.

George Hyde, of Mifflin township,a
well known farmer, says that a spring
on his farm has dried up, [for the sec
ond time since he has lived there. He
is sixty yeara of age, and does not re-
member such a droath before. This
farm is about three miles from Sal-
ladasburg, where the dronth is very
severe. The mill at that place has been
shut down for some days, and muny
wells and springs are dry.

The Muncy Oreek valley seems, to a
certain extent, to have escaped much
of the drouth. The creek, while low,
is not unusually o, and most of the
good wells and streams are still doing
well.

This county in places is feeling the
effects of the drouth. All streams are
upusually low, river steadily falling,
and cisterns and wells are dry. Farm-
ers in some of the townships are com-
pelled to haul water a long distance
for household and other purposes.

The people in certain localitle- of

and as usoal, it is filled with i
ing statistios showiug what has been ac
complished by the Queen City’s Board
of Trade doring the past three months.
The Bulletin, to quote from its own
pages, is ‘‘sufficient to conviunce every-
body that while the rest of the coun-
try has been bewailing the existence
of a depression, Williamsport has been
‘‘doing things.”” And it was throogh
the untiring efforts of the Board of
Trade that so much has been accom-
plished for the welfare and growth of
the metropolis of ocentrel Pennsyl-
vania, ‘‘the ideal city for hezio or
business,’’as her citizens love to say.
By following the example set by the
Williamsport Board of Trade other
Boards of Trade might greatly benefit
the cities or towns in which they are
interested. A little activity on their
part might instill some life and vigor
into the inhabitants of the municipal-
ities they represent, and the two bod-
ies acting together as a unit, as they
do in Williamsport,might work wond-
ers. It might even result in a boom.

Return Engagement.
Danville favorites, the always wel-
come Murray & Mackey Big Comedy
Company will ba at the Opera Honse
for three nights commencing Monday,

December 13th, with all new plays.
Monday might ‘‘Heart of the Blue
Ridge,’’ Tuesday night, Mrs. Leslie

Carter’s version of ‘‘ Duchess Du Bar-
ry,’" Wednesday matines ‘‘East
Lynne,”’ Woinud-y night ‘*Aocross
he Desert. '’ Lndiel’ 20 cent tiockets
opening night. if reserved before 5 p.
m. Monday.

h Perry, Comberland and sur-
rounding counties have become so
greatly alarmed about the soarcity of
water, that special prayers are being
offered for rain. As in this section of
the State many wells have gone dry
and farmers are hanling water from
the river and smaller streams with
which to supply their needs. The re-
cent snow has done little to relieve the
conditions.

It is generally feared now that a
freeze up will come before a rain.
Shoald soch be the ocase, there would
be much suffering all winter, or until
a general break-up occurs. The slight
snows have done no good,and a gener-
al rain of many hours duration isjthe
only thing that will relieve the situa-
tion.

Painting Dynamo Room.

The large room at the Water Works
in which the dynamo for the new
munioipal light plant will be placed,
is being repainted. The ceiling will
be a blue and the walls white, with a
brown base extending from the floor
to a height of 6 feet. When completed
the room will present a bright appear-
ance.

Butchering in the Kitchen.

After responding to a still alarm
and extinguishing a slight chimney
fire at the residence of Paul Shumat.
an Italian, the members of Williams-
port Eugine Company No. 1, Sunday
afternoon, found a number of Italians
batchering hogs in the kitchen of the
house.

The Hnrllbnrg Star-Independent o

Things are getting in readiness for
the January thaw. Perhaps that an-
nual event will break the drouth.

-

6, speaks in the highest
terms of ‘‘In the Shadow of the Gal-
lows,’’ the play to be given at the

AGAINST FEER
RURAL DELIVERY

A concerted movement against the
continuance of the rural mail delivery
system in its present ocharaster has
been started by organizations of busi-
ness wen and merchants all over the
country. The men in these organiza-
tions will protest to Congress against
the extension of the present system
and will advocate its curtailment
along sweeping lines.

It is understood that the system has
never been pronouncedly popular with
business men, and opposition against
it has become more pronounced than
ever recently on account of the expos-
ure of some of the uses to which it
has been pat, and especially sinve the
publication of Postmaster General
Wynne's estimate of the cost of the
extension aaithorized by Congress for
the coming year.

The class of business men who are
supposed to be the most directly hurt
by the raral froe delivery system are
the country merhants. Through the
operation of the system they are said
to be more than ever exposed to the
competition of the mail order houses,
and they declare that in many sections
the farmers have stopped coming to
town to buy since the establishment of
the free delivery routes. This, of
counrse, reaots on the jobbers and
wholesalers in the large cities,and the
esult is that the trade of both city
and country has suffered severely.

Mr. Wynne's estimates show that in
order to carry out plans authorized by
Congress there will be needed an ad-
ditional appropriation of more than
#6,000,000 for the extension of the
rural frée delivery system alone. This
will make the total cost of the servioe
aboot $27,000,000, which,it is estimat-
ed, is a cost of abont $2.25 a head for
the beneficiaries of the system,

Mummers Effect Organization.

Abont twenty citizens who are in-
terested in having a fine showing in
the Mommers' parade on New Year's
day met at the Washington Fire Com-
pany’s house last evening and effected
an organization by electing D. C.
Williams chairman and A. C. Roat,
secretary.

It was decided to meet again next
Monday night at the Second Ward
Engine House, and an invitation was
extended to all citizens interested in
the movewment to be present; the fire
companies being especially orged to
send representatives.

During the meeting many exocellent
suggestions were offered,bnt no definite
action was taken, as it was thought
advisable to wait until next Monday
when it is expected a larger number
of citizens will be present. Many of
Danville's merchants have signified
their intention of offering prizes to
the Mummers who excell in certain
lines.

Those who have the movement in
charge are entering enthusiatsioally
into the work of making this New
Year's celebration better than any-
thing that has been attempted in pre-
vious years. One innovation that will
be a vast improvement over former
parades is that marshals are to be ap-
pointed who will have charge of the
different sections, and will keep the
fantastios in line and maintain the
proper ditsance between the marchers.

Owns Booth’s Bed.

John W. Vogel, whose minstrels bear
his name, is the owner of one of the
finest private cars used in the theatric-
al business. It is very large and fitted
up with all the comforts and conveni-
ences that are found in a most lnxur-
ious home.

One piece of furniture of which Mr.
Vogel is particularly proud, is a bed.
This is of the folding style, made of
solid cherry and provided with the
best and most expensive springs and
mattress. This was the bed used by
Edwin Booth on his last tour through-
out this country when he and Lawr-
ence Barrett were starring jointly.
The Booth-Barrett combination, of
coarse, had its private car and after
the death of the eminent tragedian the
car was taken back to its builders and
sold, the company removing most of the
expensive fittings. When Mr. Vogel
was having his car built ke noticed
this bed, and not knowing its history
made the remark that it wonld be a
nice piece of furniture for his oar.
When the traveling home was deliver-
ed the minstrel owner was astonished
to find the coveted bed in place and
then the builders told him its history.

Vogel’s Minstrels will appear in Dan-
ville on Satarday.

Danville Boy’s Success.

It will be gratifying to the friends
of Charles R. Shelhart, son of David
Shelbart, of this city, and who left
Danville about two years ago and
located in Pittsborg, to-learn.that he
is meeting with great success as a
gospel singer. He is now doing evan-
gelistic services,and his ability in that
direction is highly praised by both
press and people. Possessing a fine,
rich tenor voice of rare power and
sweetuess, has made him a favorite
wherever he has _appeared in publio.
Mr. Shelhart was educated in the
schools of Danville, and for a year
prior to his leaving here, he' was as-
sistant secretary of the Y. M. Q. A.

R S —
Expected Soon.

The dynamo for the new eleotric
light plant is expected’ here in abont
three weeks. It will probably take

|'another week to set it up and get it

Opera House tonight.

in shape for operation, LR
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