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wheh 1s i constant motion.  We were
abliged 10 hurry our animals across 1o
prevent them from sinking. Thereare a
Union eounty, Pennsylvania number of cabins nhout this teading post,
TERMS—81.% por year, for eash actoalle in adranes: | inl abted by a mmley e of whies, In-
15500 palt w thin thiree montha s 32,000 paid withina a d
yrar: $250 i nit paiel lofre the viar expires: 5 cents for | disns, and Negroes. Oid Mr. Elwards
sinzle numb . Sabseriptions for six manths or | ss (o
b pad in advanes  Bieontinuanes optional with the has grown wealthy, but at the same time
Sivher, exepl whe war by paid 2, = :
AR e s e e e T O it perlurey, and bordering on wmcond child-
suare, one we &, §1 for wekn, B “mr: Two e . . . »
BY e et SRS ok 3 Y idmar s hoad, inthis tenffic with the Tudiuns.  The
menis gt I'ng o v N . g0, 2 v s .
fmu":-,;nl}; v Bhe. Snii e nal s Lﬁnhl wr Koickerbocker Company from New York
when hambo delivered, + ” :
lnca:fimm:i;:“ ::!H:-d em =1 snljorts of general | ||I|~!Pd F.d!f!ll‘dp last week. rh’!" dis-
Ariest not withio the muoge of part 1 test, | bt :
e e e Pty v iaran e, | sed of many of their effects bere : have
addrss of the wriler. to recrive attention.  g8.Thee | had & great deal of troulile and contention
relacing exclusivcly to the Eitoris] Departm ot to be - pe
giretnd to Heer €. Mictog. a.. Blior—and those on | 10 their party. Two wagons overiook
weitems o O, N, Waonnox, Jwldrier, -
o er o Market street, Srtween o ot Third.over | ANd encamped nearus thie evening. A
. e, 0. 5. WORLEN, Proprietor. . .
| henvy thunder shower last night, 10-day
ORIGINAL NARRATIVE. 't'"‘ pleasant.
’ " Tuesdav,April 24 —Siarted at 7 o’clock
Noies of a Seven Months' Jo e 2
N - ! arney 10 this morcing, the road beiter, nnd the eoun-
(_ :\\I‘] W A, | Iy m:re open than usual e have heen
Y14 FOKT SMITH. SANTA FF. GILA RIVER, 4AND ‘USUTIAtng for anme days upon themany
THE TULE LALLS. .
Ig:md things we procured from the Snaw-
nrees, such as wi urhkey, (res! rk,
| nres h id turkey, fresh pork
| mulk, butter, egge, sweel polatnes, pea nuls
CONTINUED. | &c., and a dish ol frinters, butt«r cakes or
Fridav, April 20 -0ur general course | donghunts, 18 nnt uncommon at our lable. |
thus far hus been a fow deorees S, of W, | Distance, 10 milix.— 148.
The road henerthanusanl 10 diy; eronsed| Wednesday, April 25.—Remained in
a creek, within half & mile al its Jupction | Camp 1 dny. The Gon™t teams gone back
with .he Canadian river.
the Shawnee

We are pow in | 0 Shawneetown for carn,  The Indins

Indian  cauntryv.  Passed | promised o bring us corn and <cont floue”™

chased coorn bnd & stem, commanding ap- ' ~hoat sequinanee with these led-kins, |
They
tire” 1 s eve, but was very oting  ared trencherous, lyme, dighonest people,

pearinee, an it eetund physiognoms, and | wili suffice 10 change that opinion.

white-, had fought many randes wi h them  We gwve them oo opporiusities to pilier
in the States, but was pow at preace with from ws,

A~ Thur<day, April 26 —Staried at 6 this
be sud thiy, his mosstencd cves appeared | morning, and 1eaveled over a level coun- |

everybody and Loged to remain so

ounce poweriul fribe, with a seeming. | encamped,
though melancholy pride,

whiles.
white mun who was steent on a hunting | to give 1l the appearance of a vast settle.
excursim, was quiie lashionnbly dressed
Her hause and contents were comfurmble, and steered ina due west direction, cutling
and veatly arrangzed, and not the least | our own rond for about five miles, whrtl;
promanent article of furniture, wins a clean  we encamped, satisfied that we had done o

ment.  We made the compass our guide,

festooned off a-la-mode. From this lady | sbundance of iron ore in this section of |

month out from Fort Smith,io-day. Lieut.

Updegrafl has encamped same miles hack,
1o await the arrival of Capt. Marcy with
provisions; Lievt. Dent, 1o save his credu,
{rame up with us this evening, slone, de-

Hternuned 10 be in advance 1o Chovau's, so
that it can not be saud that we laud out the
_road fur hym, although be has ordered the
troops to follow our trail. A good socket
compass is an indispensable anicle,in 1rav
eling through this country,  Wild torkey

lor supper.  Distance, 15 miles—194.
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HOME AND FRIENDS.
Oh, there's a power to nfake esch hour
As swert as heaven designed it
Nor nred we roam W bring 1 home,
Though few there Le who fird it !
We serk tho high for things close by,
And lo-e what Nature found us;
For life has bere no charms so dear
As Home and Friends around us!

Saturday, May 5.—Siaried 218 o'clack.
Treavelel over a peddectly level plain.  The
road being good, we mnade excellent tine.
The road 13 50 much betier than that we
have been traveling over for the last five
weeks, that we scarcely knew when to
stop.  Wenre now fairly Inunched upon
the pluins, and if ** wind and ude” favor |
us, we will ** probably live™ (o see the end |
of vur josrney.  We were ubliged 1o leave |
*h* road a miie or more 1his evening, for

We oft destroy the present joy
For future hopes—and praise them ;
Whilst fl.:wers as sweet, bloom st our feet,
It we'd but stoop 1o raise them!
For things afar still sweetest are,

sh= omitted no nppartunity to render us soi tomed to the coarsest fare ; she has made
also: but we were each, at the age of more of a sacrifice to evince her gratitude,
sixieen sent to a large boarding school at | than the great ones of the earth when they
a consideralile distance from home, where I bestow their gifts of costly jewels.”
we were allowed to remain two years for|  *You possess the knack of defending
the purpose of finishing. yourself, at any rate, Rhoda,” said mem-
Mamma had uryed that, as | was so or-| ma; »1 wish, however, if you have an idea
dinary in every respect, linle could be ex- i of making yourself useful, you would coa-
pected from me in the way of marriage, or | trive 10 do o at home. You could assist
advancing the interests of the family, and vour sisters in repairing their wardrobe,
observed that one year might suffice for | help the maid and myself sometimes in the
me. while each of my younger sisters! dairy, and turn your hand 10a variety of

[}
to wander around upon the leds and cab | ey, at a pretty fast rate, unnd 9 w'elock, | cording 10 agreement. 1o nct as guide. On

Some of l'm-: ascended a high point or blofl, off which | house.
squaws were handsome, with regolar fen-| had 2 fine view of a large and besutful which the Canadianabound<; and the In
tures, nud in dress impated the sty le of the seope of country—waodinnd snd steips of duns trap a good many otier along its great number of uatural mounds to-day, of |
Une wa paricular, the wite of a praine, aliernately, wanting but the houses  banks.

the purpose of encamping with wood and |
water. Rannnd heavy thunder showers|
Sabbuth™ to-duy, by pursuing our journey. |during the night. Distance 30 miles—286.
We: left our encampment at 6 o'clock and | Sunday, May 6.—In the course of 10-
had a fine high praine for several mih-c.;d‘_\ s trvel, there was frequently not a
but were again interrupted by creek< and licee or shrub in sight.  Passed throvgh o
slues which detained us very much.  En. lInrge Prairie Dag wvillage; the enrth was
camped this evering within two miles of | very spouty and damp where they had
the niver.  We breakinsted on turkey and  hurrowed. We saw & number that were
venison. Sirawberries nre abundant on ‘lnppnmnr!_" puarding their habitations, but
the plain, and heginning to ripen.  There [1ucned in vpon onr approach. Wedid not
has been a sirong hot wind blowing 1o |suceeed in killinz any. They are said 10
day ; water very searce, and unfit for [be delicious eating. Eocamped on al
use. Dwance, 12 miles—206. {ravine, and had good water and fecd.
Monday, Apnl 30.—Our course 10 day, | Distance, 15 mile«—205.
was nlong the dividing ridee betwren the| Monday,May 7.—L-fi campat8o’clock,
Caondinn and Watchiarivers,  Encamped | shortly afier reached and crossed the Can-
on a small ravioe, where we could searcely [adian river; it has the same singular, tur-|
bid appearance, and quicksand bed. The|
road to-day has been very pood. This|

Sundav, April 29.—* Renwmbered the

procure enouzh water for cooking purpos-
es. This evening a D-laware [ndian vis-

fully six men'’s rations, enouzh, he said, 10 (it may be considered neutral ground be- |
fast hin theee davs. When he depnrted | rween the savage and hall evilized lodian

he promised 10 come in the marnim: and | 1ribes. Game is very searce, and although

He swd that b bad been at wise wih tie | with but few redvening iraits of character, guide us to Chotesu’s find os n good eross [there have been at one time vast numbers |

ing, &e. e and his companion are oul of buffalo on these pluins, vet as civilization |
from their village on a hunting expedition.  advances this snimal retreats towards the |
Dhstance, 15 miles—221. Isetting sun. We have pitched our camp

Tuesday, May 1 —Big Buck came ac- upon  high point, where the horiz n does |

not appear o be mare than half a mile dis |

ins of this, & poriicn of ihe remuant o his | when it commeaced ramingand the troops reaching the river, several of our company ' tuat on all sides. Distance. 20 miles—315. |
We determined to go on. | crossed, and went in search ol a frading | Tuesday, May 8.—Our course ia'davluvl}

We caught some fine fish, in overa high, level plain, very solid, which

'made the wheeling good. We passed a

This miternoon we ernssed our

When youth's bright spell hath bound us;
But so+n we're taught 1hat earth has naught
Like Home and Friends around us!

The friends that speed in time of need
When hope's last reed is shaken,
To show us still, let com- what will,
We are pot quite forsaken : )
Though sll were night—if but the light
From Priendship’s altar cronned us,
*Fwauld prove the bliss of ewrth was this—
Our Home and Friends sround us

i i e e el A

- -'l‘rﬂ Arthur's Home Gazefto.

THE MAIDEN SISTER,

vk I'ASSAGES LN TIIE LIFE OF AN OLD MAID.

BY MRS. 5. HEPBURNM HAYES,

My father’s address was Mr. Felix Hen
ly. or Esquire Henly, as he was denomin-
ated par courfesy hy the country peuple,
who sometimes came 1o see him on  busin-
ess. He was an easy tempered old gentle

lhrﬂugh one of their vi lages — they appwar o camp, but didoot fulil. Persons lising wed our camp. He called himseli e I."““e has never heen traveled before, so M0, with mild, dark, eyes, and fowing
to be a mive civiiged 1nibe than any we ina ewvil zed eountry, unseyuainted wirth Buck, and could gpeak a gonddeal of Eng- l';}... our course is merely marked out .“d:sllﬂfry locks, and veng naturally indolent
have vet met with. Thev have very good  the ladian chamcer, would naturally lish.  He said that we were within 8 miles | not a solid road. There are probably 20 #0d inchined to taciturnity, he had very
log catins, areanged inoa stenight hine, wirth | ssmpithz4 with them and would dwell ol Chotvau’s. and gave us a great deal of | wagons in advanes of us. We are nn’. mi witlingly vielded the prerngative of power
n road or steeet, pasang aling i front of for hours upoa the weones they had re- in‘ormation 1o regard 10 the country. ln | ihe Camanche lndinn ranze, but as “.litohi-. wife who,being tull fifieen year< youn
them,  Tue old chiel of whon we pur ' cewvedl at the bands of the whites, hut a return we save him his supper, and he eat | inve seen Lut few iraces uf-llll:ln; or rather .I gery and a woman of active habits and

strong intelleel, omitied no opportunity 1o
govern her househ ld—which consisted ot
her children and farm servants—with, as
she 1thought, a view to their best interest.
Yet | can remember, even at this late day,
with many a bitter pang, the feelings of en-
vy and distress, occasioned by the differ-

' ence of her treatment hetween my sister

and myself. From my earliest recollec-
tion, every disagreeable, childish task was
mine 0 perform. [ any one was compel
led to furego an anticipated pleasure, the
lot was sure to fall on me; and | was the
scapegoat upon whose devoted head every

shou!d have 1he benefit of two years’ puh-'
e instruction. Dawnright injustice of
this description did not, however, suit my
father's preconceived idea of right, and |
was allowed equal advantages with the
others.

1 will not, at present, dwell upon these
school days; suffice it to say, I formed no
panicular intimacies ; [ made good use ol
my time, and carried home testimonials of
progress from the teacher, which were not
bestowed upon either of my sisters, much
10 their chagrin.

As | have headed my narrative *“ The
M.iden Sister,” I will pass over the partic-
vlars of our early youth, nor will 1 dwell
upon the nbsence of sympathy and trus
affection which continued to distinguish me |
from the other members of the family.
The ume of which | write al present, aas
in the month of April ; Selina’s last school
term had just expired  She was eighteen
yrars of age, and | wrned of twenty-four. |
[ recollect, on that memorable afiernoan,
the nir was co'd, and the sky cloudy, ren-
dering a lin‘e fire necessary in our small
-itung room ; and | can never forgst the
aspect it presented. Our iather waa not
present, ns he generally occupied an apart-
ment denominated the study, where he|
could attend 10 his affairs and pursue his,
tooks unmolested. Mamema sat erect be |
iore the fire, occupied with her needle;
when wilent, Ler countenance was almost
ton eommanding 10 inspire affection ; _vet‘
her smile was' gentle and winning. She
dressed becomingly, and was lady-like inI
her deportment. There was, however, an,
air of sternness and decision that she muld|
assume at pleasore, which caused her

things.™

And here my mother commenced a sub-
ject she usually introduced into all ber prie
vale discourses: **Having so many useless
girls to dress is certainly very exapensive,
and there is a poor prospect of any of you
being married soon.”

*Rhoda should set her younger sisters
an exemple,” replied Rose, while her pou-
ting under lip curled with a saeering ex-
pression, which had become almost habit-
val toit.  “An elder sister an old maid, or
what is the same thing, certain of being
one, appears 1o exert a baleful influence
over the furtunes of a family of girls. It
eflectually prevents the others making
good mnatches, as her age entitles ber to
precedence, and gentiemen wre preveated
from visiting at & house for lear of baving
an object of dislike forced upon them.
Moreover, I think Rhoda grows more home-
ly every day e

Here 1he remarks of my sister were
hroken in upon unexpectedly. [ had, hith-
erto,oorne uil in sileace ; but my ferlings,
at this moment, overcame me, and | burst
into an agony of iears and soblings. OQur
mother, who had always appeared to lovk
upon me with il! concealed dishike, did not
seem affected by this distress, but evident-
ly thinking such scenes disgraceful in a
family, she requested Rose in a decided
tone 1o *go on with her reading without
any further remark.™

Silence being restored, 1 shortly after«
wards left the room, and after putting on
my shawl and bonnet, bent my way to &
wood where | knew I could wander for
hours unmolested. 1 had many favorite
haunts around my really picluresque home,

being  wide, but

teams, with but lutle difficulty, the river
We
obliged to keep the wagons * rolling” to
prevent their sinking into the quicksand,
Euncamped on the north side of the river,

shallow. were

\various shapes, which gave the landscape  ACCIdent and misdemeanor commitied in
an odd, romantic appearance. The mounds | he whole houschold, was sure to be laid.

are composed of a red colored, ro'ten sand- It chanced however,that my natura Idis-
stone, and earth of the same pature and POStion was mild and acecommodating, and

eolor. The grass on the plains is shori,| ©0 'his account | was not so much injured
 but very nourishing 1o our animals. Water | bY the disagreeableness af my situation, as

household 10 fear as well as love her. Her! and a few momeats brought me 10 a spot
manner towards my sisters was affection- | as wild as tho’ the foot of man had never
ate ; but, with me, unilormly cold, .\Ivlenlered it. Here | seated mysell oa the
sister Constance was sitting at a low table, | long leathery grass at the foot of am oid
with a lint'e basket belore her, lined with| iree, and fave vent to my feelings without
scarlet «ilk, containing the implémruts nec- ! restraint. Tears exerted a saluiary infla-

Diwstmnce, 6 miles—227. | we almost despaired of finding & place to,

looking bed and bedsicad, curtained and rensonable day's work. There is a great where we had excelleat feed for our stock. | nnd wood have been vory scarce to day ;| Mikht have bren expected ; it had a ten”-

ency to make me thoughiful ; and the self

essury for sewing. She [eigned to be oc-

ence in allayinz the tumult withio, and as

my mind was active, and [ was a crealure
of the most aflectionate impulses,] soon re-

we procured eges, chickens, milk, &e. countey, aod the soil is a rich loam, prod- Wedne-diy, May 2.—Reached Cho- ‘encamp until 4. P. M., when we crmd’d"“i.ll was compelled 1o practice, "lilblﬂlj"um with some peity feminine employ-

Distance. 8 milis —122 (ueing fine grase.  The water in the small '1ean’s this morming, in an houe’s travel | goyernl ridges of white stone, which *Ellme to submit 10 the younger members of |*Dl; but asshe was constitutionally in-

dolent, 1n reality accomplishing nothing. | covered sufficient composure lo enable me

Salurdly, Apnil 21.—Made linle pro- slreams we crossed lo-day, was as clear 'We found an argan:zed compauy of emi-

\decided to be plaster: the geass appeared  'he family, and to support with patience

gress 1o das, our course lny over a rough #s chrystal, but of a soli, brackish tuste
and mounninnas country.

with us ; they had corn and potatoes, and | Distance, 13 wil-s—161.
gruerally wanted clothing of some deserip-|

with the value ot moaey. These hall-civ- @ litle N of W. and soon fund ourselves
ilz~d Indians, have a preat dread of the ina hght place—rocks, ravines and woods
wild ** Red skna’® of the plamns, and .,m.’ all around ux ; but we fnally reached our

They appear to think that we are a fool i wagons in » deep ravine ; loriunately, we
hardy set 1o venture throngh 1his country, broke nothing Part of our course Li=day
and that we will eertminly gei into trouble, | wAs through a fine country. (" rossed what
The grass 15 becoming mure nourishing 10 Lieut. Deut calls the Delaware mountains;
the stuck, which are fust improving. We the scenery, from some of the peaks, was
have pitched vur tent upon the bank of a : truly magnificent. The streamy of waler
brook, and have quite n crowd of [odans ' cros-ed 1o-day, were limpid, but salush 1n
about us. They are verv independent, 'asie. From the appearance of the couniry.
and even insolent, but wlf beg tobaceo, Wwe must be near the Canadian niver, nnd
tia bring the first thing they ask for Lhy what we can learn from the ludians,
D.stance, 6 anles—128. ubout 25 miles from ** Choteau’s.” I is
S-u.dgy. Aol 23 —HRain this morning_ ! hlﬂll tiine we reach that point, which has
For fenr of detention by |'||gh walters, con- | been more the topic with us than the gold
cluded 10 avel to-day. Crossed a num | mines of Calitornla. We have no good
ber of deep. bougy slues, in one of which 5 feelings for the founders of this new rond,
we brokethe bulster of our wagon; anoher #nd hope but few will venture upon it.
upset in the stream, injuring the wugon, [istance, 18 miles—179.

and weitingg their baguage ; a third broke| Seturday, April 28 —Seversl of u»
the tongue of their wagon. We snon n. staried shead of the wagons, early this
paired vurs, and were agnin under way. mormin., to “cut and bisze” the road,
Soon afier we reached a prairie several which we did for aosut four miles thro' a
miles in length, but quite narrow. From | seruboak and brar thickei, when the wag-
the number of horses and cattle we saw |Ons came up with us; crossed a wide
grazing, we knew we were near an Indian |en-ek. lowing towards the Canadian, the
settlement, We encamped early, and | bed being quicksands ; pussed thro' several
were soon visited by n number of squa“._'mllm of mmber, which proved 10 be the
bringing eggs, fowls, milk, butter &e., *Cross Timbers™ which separates the Ia
10 eeil, snd afterwards by the men on|dinn Termory from the Piains or “Great
borcback., We learoed that we wrrr!Anmﬂcnn Desert.” The Delaware lndians
within two miles of the Canadian river, | inhabit this portion of country ; the moun-
fi.e miles of Edwards' iruding house on | mins of that name are nothing more than »
the oppoaite side, wnd ball & mile of | igh, bald praine. About nvwon, we came
“Shawnee town®  “This vilinge is situnted | out upon the great plain, which extends
in the woods between the pratre mnd the | north, snuth wud west as far as the eye can
river, very much seattered, being several | reach. Saw two antelopes to-day, and
miles inlensth.  The Canadwn divides the | fired two xhoix ut them ns they ran or
Stawnee and Crerk lndiun Ttl‘l'llnﬂt.!rllth flew by vs. Several fine wrkeys
Diztance, 10 miles—138 ) killed to-day, and & prairie chick’s nest
Mondny, April 23.—Maj. Green and!robbed of 14 eges.  To-night, us [ sit by
mysell rode over 1o Edwards’ trading | the fire on guard, [ um well serenaded by
house, which is situated on Liutle Rwver. | wolves, which keep up a perfect chorus.
pear its junction with the Canadian, It is| As yet, we have seen no buflalo, except
180 miles from Fort Smith on the old road, [their old * crossings,” snd a nember of
which is the one we should have taken |*‘rames" or skeietons. By uniting a bard
We forded the Canadian, which is here day’s labor with a bard day's travel, some
about 600 miles wide. The water is|idea can be formed of how we have been
brackish, turbid, and of a yellowish color. | getting along, and how we feel whea we

We were fol- | The sun is pencraliy very hot during the ' wagons, under the commaud of Capt Bass;
lowed ail day by Indians wanting to trade' duy, and the nights uncomfortably cool lalso some saattering  messes, and some
{ tamilics, who are waiting fur Capt Marcy's
Fuday, Apnl 27.—Staried early, and jescort.  We heaed that the Knickerbocker
uon in exchange., I'nev have a poud idea | afier cronsing a crevk, struck wpon a high |~'Cﬂl'|'|;:aﬂy had passed several days ago.al<o
o! the worth of the ditferent aricles we prairie, aver which we pas«ed at a good |liv'Cllvmlu'e company, and a pack mule
offered them, and are well acquuinted rate unul 2 o'cluck, P. M, when we bore | ~ompany.

grants here, about 200 men, wirth 40 o000 frosh. und we soon found water and

wood enough to snswer all purposes. The
fiormer, however, wasso bad that we eould
scarcely use it. To-day we saw the first
tresh traces of buffalo— heir watering pla-
izes, fresh dung, and newly cropped grass;
and about 3 v’cluck, saw seven buils fred-
/ing aboutl a mile from the road. At thm
mament what would | not have given for

Encamped, and  deliberared
upnn “what was to be doue next.” Dist-
ance, 3 miles—230.

Thorsduy, May 3.—This morning, I s horse! a horse ! a kingdom fur a horse!™

hle when the word *-Camanche” ia nmm-d.; camp ground, after upsetung one of our (visited what was formecly an exlensive | oo i wae [ eould but witnesa the !I'Ol"-l terest, who had promised 1o make me her

Indian trading post, esiablished by Me. Several of the men gave chase, and sue-
Choteay, of St. Lowiz; how long sinee he | .oeded in killing one, and wounding three
abandoned i1, | am not able to learn, Some 'more.  We lound seventeen bulls grazing
years ago, Mc. Elsvards of Liule Rwer.ﬂtl‘!h.hi.,.-l & small mound, within one (ourih
miles below, sent up a lot of goods and ;5 mile of camp. Messrs. Firzhugh and
uegroes, with a man in charge, 1o lradie'wm,mm wounded one of them, pursved
with the [ndisny, cultivate corn, &c. Afier 1.0 coveral miles, and finally killed him,
they hud a crop raised, and everything |1, dig not reach camp until late at night.
gmng on as wrll as could be wished, lhy iDunu the ddy we had also killed a deer.
were suddenly attacked by the Camanches; |,y ckey, prairie chicks, and ducks, and
the negroes fi-d, and the overseer was . are enjoving a bouuleous feast this
killed ; the buildings were set on fire, and evening. If our situation was known by
--verylhirlsg burned to the ground. From |, friends at home, they would cestainly
the remaind, it can be seen that there were eavy us. The bull meat however, proved
several huildings, eaclosing on three sides | o har tough ; otherwise it resembled beef,
a court about 150 feet square, the open i"m‘,ﬁ,x the wild flavor. Wolves, rattle
side 1o the east. snakes, and toads, abundant. Disiance,
We have determined not to travel with !y, 0o 935

a gond horse ; | cou'd have exclaimed~

{ muny penty trinls and inconveniences.

| My reader, | can no longer avoid infor-
'm ng you that | am the oldest of four sis-
iu,-u—-thu being the entire famuly of my
' parents. |, moreover, was so unlortunare
s 10 be chrnistened by the name of Rhoda,
| a name which had always been the detes
| tation of my moher; but as this was the
| discriminstive appeliation of a maiden aunt
of my (ather’s, who pussessed some landed
property, with considerable money at in

| heir, provided [ was called alter her, all
| scrupies had been wisely overcome. Bur

Rie, who professed to be dying of ennui.
hud seated hersell in apparent desperation,
and was turning over the leaves of a popu-
lar novel. Selina was siretched at full
lengrh upon the sofa. We had entertained
company 8l dinner, and she was in her of-
ternoon dress. A greater part of her ex-
quisitely mou'ded arm was visible, as it
supported her head ; her eyes were closed, |
and the long dark lashes rested upon a
cheek whose glow was hike that—
“By the runset given to mountain smow.”

Her coral lips, s'ightly parted. revealed
teath white as ocean pearls; and, as she
lay there, in dream-like beauwy, | often

{ the old lady, who was exceedinuly caprici-
ous, afterwards becoming nffended from
some tnfling caose, made her will :n fnmri
of a distant male relauve, and [ was thus
compelled to bear a name with sll the op- |
probium, which disappointment and preju- |
dice had connected with it, without any
palliating circumstances.

My ihree sisters were all of different
styles of beauty, and yet they appeared w|
be equally admired. Constance, the next :
in age, had light brown hair, hazel eyes, |
and a bewitching smile; and appearance
pleasing in the exireme. My second sister
was considered the beauty of the family.
Ruse was her name—and with her snowy |

'Caplain.

n Inrge company, if we can find 20 or 30
men of aur mind. A mess ol 9 Virginians
have concluded to go with us. This evening
we siruck camp, und traveled a few miles
upon the plan ; halted on a small ravioe,
amid heavy rain ; here we lound a mess of
8 men from Baran Rouge, La., who also
wgreed 10 go with us. Distance, 6 miles
—2386.

Friday, May 4 —Rained all day, bu we
continved moving wlong.  Encamped early,
for the purpose of organizing a companv
or mutual ;rotection as far as Santa Fe,
or the Rio Grande. Elected Maj. Green,
There are 31 men in our com-
pany, and 9 wagons. Fuzhugh, Winston,
Winsion, Jeniler, Burnell, Rockyfellar.
Han, Boroan and Jim, from Virginia ;
Dixon, Dixon, Gathwait, Heddenburg, Pi-
erren, Meeker, Martin, and llemy, from
Louisinna ; Dougherty, Dougherty, Green,
Furas, Parker, Campbell and George from
Texas—ihese, including our mess, formed
our linle company. Some thought it rather
rash to attempt passing through the Cam-
anche country with so smail a force ; but
all agreed that our animala would fare bet.
ter, and we would be more likely to get

along in barmony, (both of which proved

The bed of the river is entirely quicksand, |encamp at night. We bave been one

Wednesday, May 9.—Crossed several
deep and difficult ravines 1o day, and en
camped on a stream running ina S, E.
direction. It is about 20 vards wide, and
we suppase a branch of Red River. The
water is very red, turbid and unfit for use.
Furtunately, we had filled one of our india
rubber bngs during the day, which served
us for cooking. Jerking our vemison and
{ buffalo meat this evening. We have very
| fine grass at this camp. Cavght some
 fine catfish and soft shelled turtle in the
stream. The weather is very warm,and
[ find walking all day preny tircsome
work. Pussed the remains of a horse,
irft by some company in advance of us.
Distance, 16 miles.—3351.

Thursday, May 10.—Passed over a
high rolling prairie; the few shrubs that
grow in the * arroyas™ arein ful! bloom.
which serves 1o cheer the monolony ol
this vast waste. Found but linle water,
gathered a mess of mushrooms for supper.
Encamped upon & small rinning stream,
of very red water. It will not affect soap.
Distance, 20 miles.—471.

[To be continued.]

A fine coat ofien covers an intolerable

true.) Distance, 30 miles—286.

fool, but never conceals one.

«kin and auburn eyes and hair, few paused
10 enquire whether her disposition corres-
ponded with her person. Selina, the youn-
gest, bore a striking resemblauce 1o our
mother, and was the favorite with her; she
possessed more mental energy than
either of the others, but her npatural
character was both haughty and vain. Her
cyes were also hazel, but of a darker
shade, and her superb hair was black as
the raven’s wing ; while in person she was
a queen of grace and majesty.

As lor myself, no one had ever pretend.
ed 1o discover a singletrait of either parent
in me. Rose was said to be like what my
father had been in his haleyon days; and
Constance and Selina to call up a remem.
brance of mamma; but |, whose figure
was (all and angular, with a pale face, and
sunken grey eyes, was said to look like no
human being, unless it was aunt Rhoda.
Yet, my reader, | had one charm not pos-
sessed by either of my highly gifted sis-
1ers ; my voice was inexpressibly sweet,
and, as | was treated from my esrliest
childhood almost as an alien in the family,
I had ample leisure for the cultivation of my
mind. Our education had been, in a great
measure, cooducted by our parests. Our
mother was an accomplished woman, and

paused from my work 1o gaze upon her.
We were thus - occupied when the door
opened, and one of the maid servanis en-
tered with a small covered basket in her
hand—

“Here is n present from John's wile for
Miss Rhodn,” said she, smiling, as she ad- |
vanced towards me.

I 100k it from her, and, on opening it,
found that it contained a small cream cheese.
John was the plonghman, my reader, and
during a long and severe winter,! had found
the road o the hollow in whieh biz hovel
stoad, whea the snow rendered the rpads
nimost impassible for othera ; | had cut up)
a portion of my own slender wardrobe,and
cooverled it into clothing for Kate’s twin
babies, when she, poor creature, had but
a scanty supply for one child. | had ma.
ny times made nourishing broth, snd fed
it to her with my own hands; and now,
when returning henlth had smiled upon
her, as a token of sull grateful feeling, she
had sent me this httle cheese.

| she in the kitchen 1? asked I ol the
maid.

=Nn, Miss, she has gone home.”

"“Take it with you and put il in the pan-
try,” I replied ; I will thank her for her
present when I see her again.”

1o reflect.

My sphere was indeed limited,

{ bot I had always thought the welfare of my

fellow mortals an object of interest and du~
ty. It had been my pleasure to encourage
the timid to counsel 1he erring, and 1o dive
ide my pittance with the destitute. Yet
my heart had grown heavy unaer the con-
ciousness that the cold philsathropy ol my
family viewed these my good offices with
a sort of sneering contempt. Yet | felt that
I must not allow myself to be discouraged ;
the livle offices of* kindness it hud been in
my pdwer to bestow, had served to keep
my heart green and fresh, and when mis-
erable by feeling mysell an alien and a
burden at home, the consciousness that

‘there were some humbie souls who pever

mentioned my nsme without coupling it
with a blessing, cared with ita feeling of
pleasure inexpressibly soothing.

“Ab, if my sisters would but allow me
to love them,” I at length audibly exclaim-
ed. “But | am resolved that | will oo long-
er stand in the way of their advancement.
[t shall not be said that | was the shadow
which kept the suashine from their young
heads.” And solier feelings now gaining
possession of me, | thought perhaps | real-
Iy was in the way of their being happily
settled.  So afier a great deal of reflection
and many inward struggles, [ resoived 10
make a sacrifice of my own inclinations
for their benefit. | determined, from thia
ume lorth, 10 relinquish all claims vpon
sociely, and endeavor 10 make mysell use-
ful 1o my parents without sppearing ia
company more than could possibly be
avouded. I concluded that | would make a
pont of reading daily to my father, whose
eyes were beginning to fil. That,as I
was acknowleged to possess a quick hand,
and rendy inventiom, | would assist my mo-
ther in her housechold labor @« she had re-
quested ; and by the lime that all this was

seltled in my mind, with a light heart and

Aw soon as the girl had left the room, | springing tread, | ok the way to Juhn's

Selina, whko had sturied uvp, burst intc a
contemptunus laogh.

“Truly, Rheda.” cried she, “you are
entering into the duties of your vocation a
year before the allotted time.”

«Did you ever yet know an old maid,
mamma,” chimed in Constance, “who was
not given to charitable visiting and all those
sort of things 1

“You must not forget,” interrupted I.
*sthat it was the only thing this poor wo-
man had to give. It has, doubtless, been
madea present to them, and would have
been a great delicacy in & family accus

cottage.

After proceedinza lew steps, [ turned
into & path leading into a deep narrow delly
trees grew oa the sloping wide ; and the
litle hovel sianding at the farther end, us
grey gables and lowly roof almost covered
with fern and moss, looked like some wild
bird’s nest hid by the sheltering leaves,

Lookiag 10 at the door that stoad partly
open, | saw the keutle hanging over a fire

ol sticks, John's wife sea:ed at ber wheel on

the wide stone hearth, and the twin babies
kicking and crowing in ibe rude cradle
which John had constructed of the rough

jae




