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MD hate week bordermg on offensive

By Stephen Hennessey

ou would’ve thought
Penn State fans would've
learned their lesson.

It’s now
Maryland hate
week — or
#MDHateWeek if
you're on Twitter
— leading up to
tonight’s Big
Ten/ACC
Challenge clash
with the
Terrapins at 9:15
at the Bryce Jordan Center.
Nittany Lions basketball fans
have blown up Twitter and col-
lege basketball forums with point-
ed hatred toward Maryland.

After an interracial couple don-
ning Michigan clothes was
harassed by fans in Beaver
Stadium during the Oct. 30 game,
with the wife being called a “n—
— loving bitch,” it’s apparent
some Lions fans haven't learned
from a classless act.

The beginning of the week
started with some simple back-
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and-forth between Terps and
Lions fans. (Not to mention that
Maryland knocked Penn State out
of the NCAA men’s soccer tour-
nament for the second straight
year Sunday.)

Then, things turned in an
unnecessary direction.

Justin Casavant — or
“CasaNoVApsu™ —is a 2007 Penn
State graduate and is the founder
of the Penn State student section.
Nittany Nation.

He tweeted about a death that
reaches far beyond the borders of
College Park.

Former Maryland basketbail
player Len Bias died from «
cocaine overdose after being
drafted as the No. 2 pick in the
1986 NBA Draft, never plaving
game in the NBA. It's one of th¢
most tragic stories in the history
of basketball. showcasing the com
sequences of cocaine use, which
wasn'’t entirely known at the time.

The founder of Nittany Nation
apparently thinks that Bias' death
is worth making fun of. making u
play on a line from the movie
Wedding Crashers.

His tweet. "CRAB CAKES
AND COCAINE... THAT'S WHAT
MARYLAND DOES!
#Mdhateweek.”

Another one:

“L.en Bias wishes #FourLoko
were around back in his day as a
wce alternative. #MDhateweek
Tao soon?”

It hurt me to copy and paste
hoth these comments.

{"asavant wouldn't comment on
any specific tweets when reached
v telephone Tuesday evening,
and wanted to make it clear that
hix comiments are not indicative
of how anyvbody in Nittany Nation
thinks.

The efforts of Nittany Nation
aitempting to make Penn State’s
ection relevant are worth-

w nile. Sehool spirdt is always a
nudable effort,

B whist happened to Success
with Honon the Penn State athlet-
s motto?

Posting ignorant comments
about 1 kid who died, while expos-
culture of cocaine around
ssfege canipuses in the
s1tocd States, is not OK

Michael Weinreb, a 1994 Penn
State graduate, wrote a long-form
E-TICKET article titled “The day
innocence died,” on ESPN.com,
about Bias’ death.

In this age of Twitter and the
Internet, Weinreb knows that peo-
ple can post things that are ugly.
without much thought going
behind the effect of these mes-
sages.

When told about these tweets,
he called the comments “repre-
hensible.”

“That doesn't really reflect well
on Penn State basketball fans,”
Weinreb said. “I assume most of
those kids weren't alive when
Bias’ death happened and don't
know how big his death was. It
extended far beyond Maryland,
t0o.”

There’s a lot more to rip on
Maryland about, so why was it
necessary to bring Bias into play?

The four-year graduation rate
for Penn State men’s basketball
players is 82 percent. compared
to Maryland's eight percent rate.
Penn State football is 35-1-1 all-
time against the Terps.

To be fair, Maryland students
rebuttaled the hate week with
their own hashtag against Penn
State, but their comments haven't
carried nearly as much weight.

There are some funny ones:
“#mdhateweek I'm kinda mad
that beating PSU will do nothing
for our RPL”

Although Casavant didn’t see
anything wrong with his tweets,
those with a little more foresight
know this is not a good reflection
on Penn State.

Basketball fans should encour-
age school spirit by showing
class.

Some of the biggest and best
basketball schools. Duke and
North Carolina, have intense fan
sections, but they conduct them-
selves properly.

These Penn State fans, appar-
ently for football and basketball
alike, need to take a class in
showing class.

Stephen Hennessey is a senior majoring
in journalism and is the Collegian's
sports editor. His e-mail address is
sih5037@psu.edu.

James on Cavs: ‘Lot of thanks to those fans’

By Tim Reynolds
ASSOCIATED PRESS

MIAMI — There's not much
LeBron James can absolutely say
about what awaits when he
returns to Cleveland as an oppo-
nent on Thursday night.

Fun, weird, tough. draining.
James cites them all as expecta-
tions.

He's likely right on each count,
and who knows how many more
ways the emotional gamut will
swing on Thursday when the
Miami Heat visit Cleveland. the
citv James scorned on July 8
when he announced in a national-
lv televised special that he was
“taking my talents to South
Beach.™

It'll be James' first time back as
a visitor. and Cavaliers fans have
been waiting months to not wel-
come him home.

“It's going to be tough, but I'm
there to win a basketball game,”
James said after Tuesday's Heat

practice and preparing for
Wednesday's game  against
Detroit - almost forgotten given

I.

the magnitude of what looms
Thursday. 1 understand. 1 under-
stand how passionate fans are
about sports. I'm ready for what
ever response that I'm going 1o
get. It's going to he very emotion
al.”

True. for all parties invols u!

But the NBA might have helped
James out a bit with this trip.

Because Miami plays at home
Wednesday night, the Heat will not
arrive in Cleveland until eyl
Thursday morning. The team
won't practice that dayv. just have
meetings and a walkthrough at its
hotel. which will be teeming wiih:
security - like always. Thevll bus
to the arena, play the game. heusd
to the airport and leave for Miwm:

No time to visit old haunts ov o
friends. A business trip. noth
more. nothing less. and .James
seems relieved by that.

“I think it's going to be verv
emotional for myself.” James said.
“I've got a lot of great memories in
that citv. So many times. froni ups
and downs, and a lot of things that
I've done in my life. I give a lot
thanks to that city, lot of thanks 1o
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those fans for giving me the oppor-
tunite 19 not ondy showease my tal-
t2row from a voung bov to a

aot from Cleveland, but
about 40 miles south. The
valters iranchise was reborn
ity wan the right to pick
Mo booverall in the 2003
. and together they soared.
cvieland won 349 games during
Jarwes seven seasons. second-
mosi o ihe Eastern Conference
aver that span. and the Cavaliers’
W 2008-09 and 2009-10 -
~ AMVP vears - topped the
L eharts,
when he hecame a free
there was angst in
i understandably.
¢ to anger at 9:27
Julv 8. when James
bl decision.
k #'s going to be some-
t none of us have ever
. Heat guard Dwyane
© satd of what's coming on
‘it we can be a fan and
i irom afar we all would.
so. Twould love to wateh it
< ¢ fan. but IT'm involved

“It's going to be very emotional for myself.”

LeBron James
Miami Heat forward

init. It's going to be entertainment
for evervone to watch.”

Some Heat fans will gather to
watch, at a team-sponsored event
known as a “road rally.”

Of course. it'll happen at the
Clevelander - on South Beach. At
least the Heat will be cheered
somewhere on Thursdav.

“I'm sure a lot of people are
going to show their support for the
Cavaliers in their own kind of
way,” Heat forward Chris Bosh
said. I don't think we know what
to expect. but I'm sure it's going to
be something like we've never
seen before.”

Hell see something like it on
Feb. 16, when he returns to
Toronto, his former home. for the
first time as an opponent.

“I'm glad LeBron breaks the ice
first.” Bosh said.

It's a Cleveland homecoming for
former Cavs center Zvdrunas
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ligauskas as well. and while he
said the trip will be “a unique situ-
ation.” he’s almost certain not to
face the level of venom thatll be
directed at James.

Wade said he'll give James sim-
ple advice beforehand.

“The only thing I would say to
him is not try to go out to get 100
points.” Wade said. “Playv the
game. Let the game flow to vou. 1
know he wants to play great. but
sometimes vou can force it too
much. Just play basketball like
LeBron James.”

Which is what James says hell
do.

He won't break from his normal
routine for this game, though he
noted that he remains “very
respectful” of the people who
cheered him for seven vears.

“It's one game.” James said. "I
know everyone is making it a huge
deal. but it's one game.”
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OPEN HOUSE TONIGHT
Dec.1 | 7:00 p.m. | Hintz Family Alumni Center

Applications are available at m

alumni.psu.edu/ambassadors »1\;

and are due by 5:00 p.m., Dec. 10. UOT\ /\\«"B/\bbADORS
P NN STATE STUDENT ALUMNI CORPS

For more information about becoming part

of this organization, check the website or
contact the Lion Ambassadors at 863-3752.

Jan. 8

Jan. 22
Feb. 12
Feb. 26

(>

Thank you 1o all those whn participated and
piease look oul tor tuture contests!

2011 HOME SCHEDULE

Jan. 22
Feb. 6
Feb. 26

vs. New Hampshire (DD)

vs. Pitt/West Virginia/Bridgeport
vs. Ohio State (DD)

vs. NC State & Maryland

MEET THE TEAMS
TONIGHT AT'7

107 WHITE BUILDING

DEMONSTRATIONS. REFRESHMENTS. SIGNED POSTERS

FREE MARYLAND BASKETBALL TICKETS

WILL BE GIVEN AWAY!

vs. Army

vs. Michigan (DD)

vs. Springfieid College
vs. Ohio State {DD)

GoPSUsports.com

For Group Ticket Information Cali 814-267-2557

Penn State Students get in FREE with ID!



