Recruits

from Page 8.

guy. but like a Kevin McHale, kind of a face-up shoot-
ing kind of kid.” DeChellis said. “Can run the floor,
can shoot the ball from the perimeter, can do stuff
around the basket.”
DeChellis deseribes Alexis, a 6-foot-11, 250-pound
Wilkes-Barre native, as a “thick, strong guy.” ESPN
| runks him as the 51st best center in the nation.
" “He's a tough kid,” the coach said. “Very aggres-
<ive, and that's something we needed.”

Travis, a forward from Chaska, Minn., is a guy

DeCheilis said can make plays and affect a game.
He s the highest-rated recruit in Penn State’s class
‘hix vear receiving a three-star evaluation from
Scout.com. For Travis. who verbally committed to
Penn State in September, actually signing the letter
+fintent on Wednesday was a major relief.

“[t'< just like a huge weight lifted off my shoulders
necanuse it's what I've been working for and dream-
s of ¢loing sinee [ was a little kid, and that’s signing
611 1 for a bhig school for college basketball,”
Travis said. 1 know its a school far away from where
Phve, but when 1 got there, I feit that I could be com-
iortabie there. with these players and these coaches.
Pelt like it was a family”

Rounding out the group is Lewis, a 6-foot-1 guard
frone Gortield Heights, Ohio.

Hu\' a Scout.com two-star prospect, and can play
cither guard position.

‘-\1 ix press conference. DeChellis described

wiv as an “unbelievably vocal kid,” and the most
tie: playver out of the four.
1 Lewis is a tremendous shooter, ball-handler,
er out there.” the coach said. “A kid who can
tleam ™
CheHlis said in all. the coaching staff is “ecstat-
: it the four guys.”

“Thew all bring something different to the table,”
i+ <aid. ~But all very. very important to what we are
cyvms todo”
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e Washington said the Lions needed a taller
sl Ty compete with some other centers in the
fhs Ten

'I'i:m v e a ot of teams in our conference that

aune reallv tall post players,” Washington
“ime of the things we wanted to do was add
1 plaver that could combat that. That was the
we knew we needed.”
Penn State coach referred specifically to
sun State’s freshman Madison Williams and
vinnesota’s redshirt freshman Amber Dvorak. With
- b standing 6-foot-7. they could pose a problem for
ol im~,< f‘or the next four seasons.

1 gh ) hl\etball 1Q. The coach sald Waldner
K feet and moves very well.

suse Waldner played with several skilled
ates in high school. Washington doesn't
wfieve the future Lion's offensive skills are fully
ceseioped.

© “Tler ofiense is a little behind her defense at this
2t because she's plaved on teams that have had
“orv siromg guard play” Washington said of
wr’s high school team. “T think she has the
b ddefinitelv. an offensive threat for us once
hepe”

> D .mt Washington said the Lions are still in
ng for some other recruits. but she isn't
it o v\pect in the coming days. Other than
1 ~he ~aid Penn State has been putting some
11 o pliver who can play as both a point guard
oiing guard.

o, Washington is happy to have Waldner set
for the Lions next season.

tust thrilled.” Washington said. “She gets
<o well with our players. She's just a really
person and good kid. I think she's going to
. in the Penn State atmosphere.”

To e-mail reporter: rmi5138@psu.edu

Offense

e

=+l They have four or five kids that can play for
v four or five guvs. that could go right into pro
¥ very good athletes.”

atiered high praise for this season's Ohio State
ciise, specifically the front seven. That unit
srns detensive end Cameron Heyward, whose 11
-'_;z < and two sacks carried the Buckeyes to a 24-
torv in Beaver Stadium last vear.

vward has seen double teams this year and
eichth on the team in tackles, but the attention
leinands has afforded the rest of the defense
+ i maneuver. The Buckeves have the confer-
1p-ranked defense, allowing 13.6 points per

Triring the Buckeves' loss to Wisconsin, Paterno
and hie thought the unit was subpar. But just as
Penn state used a tough loss to Illinois to rejuvenate
i~ nifense. the Buckeves defense responded follow-
v cefeat, Paterno said.

Atter that they got together” Paterno said. “And
¥ 1el! vou. they plaved really well the last couple of
ot cames.”

In total. Paterno is 2-8 at Ohio State. with his
ins scoring an average of 9.2 points per contest.
+ve only reached more than 10 points twice —
1Bt two victories.

Running back Evan Royster. who went for 77
waregs o 19 carries in the 2008 win, pointed to the
suise of Ohio Stadium as one of the biggest reasons
anv team would have troubles there.

“They have a very loud crowd, and when you can’t
hear the snap count, you're late flying off the ball,”
Rovster said. “That can hurt you as an offense, a lot
more than a lot of people think. That’s one of those
things we really need to learn to deal with.”

Penn State's offense hasn't fared well in those
environments this season. The Lions dropped a pair
of 243 games in Alabama and Iowa, where the
offense couldn't get going, especially in the red zone.

But since those games, the Lions have put up
more than 30 points three times. Senior guard
Stefen Wisniewski realizes this challenge won't be
casy. but with the way quarterback Matt McGloin
has led the offense in that time, he doesn’t think the
past will matter.

“As far as why we haven’t done great there, I think
thev're always a solid defense and always play well
against us.” Wisniewski said. “I think maybe that’s
why we're not at our best. Now our O-Line is playing
well. and McGloin is playing well. If we execute, we
can put points up.”

To e-mail reporter: ajc5238@psu.edu

|

Tournament

From Page 8.

should have beat a team and vou get
another shot at them. vou obviously
want to beat them even more.” Cost
said.
“The circumstances are already great
for us to just want to win. to come out
here with some enthusiasm and inten-
sity and try to get the W™

Despite the game being played in the
afternoon. the players are hoping for a
strong student presence at the games.
In previous matches against Indiana.
Ohio State and then-No. 1 Akron. the

“The cirumstances are

already great for us.”
Drew Cost

Senil!

Lions enjoyed a loud. energetic student
section the players said lifted their
energy on the field.

Unlike regular season matches. all
Big Ten Tournament games xeqalred
paid entry. but Hertzog said the first iiin
students to the game wiil receive free
tickets. -

Cost said he doesn't know what to
expect as far as crowd size hut the sen-

Freshman

from Page 8.

ball Hall of Fame. had at Cincinnati.

“Roger was one of the great 3-point
shooters in the game.” said Tony Yates.
Roger’s coach at Cincinnuti. who added
the 6-foot-5 shooting guard was one of
the best plavers he's ever coached. “He
was a tremendous shooter: He had the
green light from me at all times.”

It has been about 22 vears since
Roger stepped off the court for the last
time. and a new chapter in collegiate
athletics has begun {rr the MceClendon
family. Deja. an outside hitter on the No.
8 Penn State women's vollevhali team.
has emerged as one of the best Nittany
Lions as a mere freshman

Eleven weeks through the scason.
the explosive t-foot-1 oulside hitter is
second among all Nittany Lions with
280 kills.

»She's a verv happ. posttive kid.”
Penn State coach Rus~ h'm satd cartr-
er this season "~ v has asnule
on her face and is wondertul kad
to be around. You teetwrent to have her
in vour program

But for longtinie coliese naskethall
fans in Ohio who remember wilching
Roger emerge &5 a freshmia standout.
Deja’s eaxlx SUCCess mav he as
much of a surprise. Roger was the
Bearcats™ leading scorsy i not ondy his
freshman season. but i fus first three

And the wavs in which Deia has fol-
lowed in her father's footsieps mher
young career are extremeiy sinibig

In fact. it's almost Dejeva,

Simple modesty

There is a simple explanation as to
why Deja. her vounger sister and two
younger brothers didn® tnese ahowt
their father's success fo qwhik he
didn't talk ahout 1t 1) ta st l(mwx she
doesn't know the i oxtent of her
father's career

“Their dad is very
accomplishments.” Jdohn
McClendon, Rugu s fanhoer and Pejas
grandfather “Bragging about bimself
was never something that wis & part of
his makeup. even asx a roung high
school plaver and cven s
player.”

Instead. John and his wite,
have taken it i
inform their grandd abtt
family history. John recailed o t;mc
when Deja’s brother Morgui- saw g
clipping fron: i 1486 Sports 1 ieerided
article that highiighted the nation's top
shooters. The plavers fostared were
shown in photo iHustrafions \‘hrut)lin: Y
ball from outer space Rm IS HIN e
tion shows him in the : ciront of the
moon. mid-shot. ;d,.»m e veleuse e
ball.

“I remember Marguis sadd.
didn’t know that my dad wi
ball superstar™ = Joim
laughed.

Deja remembered another fame
when a voung fur: asked her father for
his autograph while the tamilv was at
King's Island. an amusemoent poa b near
Cincinnatli.

“I was like. "I don't und
do you want my
Deja recalled with awide <t

But just bhecauxe Loy
about his plaving davs. doe-nt mean
they didn't have an inffuence on his ol
dren.

Deja. the oldest of four was tnobved
in sports at a voung age.

“I think the fuct that his lite was
always centralized i sports got me
started early with that mindset.” Deja
said. "We'd play catch. things Kind of
like boys do. We'd alwavs be plaving
sports. alwavs trving new gioyies
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She plaved sports so much. in tact.
that the first word to ever come out of
her mouth was “hall.”

Despite all ot hix feats, though, Rogoe:
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siblings. Instead. he et his children v
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ior hopes he is pleasantly surprised by
the tunrout.s

For Hertzog. the team's leading goal
scorer. he is hoping the tournament re-
ignites his scoring touch.

The junior has gone four games with-
out a goal, but won the 2009 Big Ten
Tournament Offensive Most Valuable
plaver.

I haven't scored in four games and
it’s hard as a striker because that’s your

job.” Hertzog said. “But, I'm just trying

to finish in practice and put it out on the
tield tomorrow and hopefully some go
in the back of the net.”

e-mail reporter; adr5079@psu.edu

Being back in that facility. Roger said,
“brought back memories.”

Roger. who is third in Cincinnati his-
v in field goals made. said he sees a
lot of himself in Deja. athletically. The
mnst noticeable similarities. he said.
are her intense focus on the court. her
ability to make her teammates feel
relaxed with her constant smile. and
her oxplosiveness. Like him, Deja is
<o vy leam-oriented. Roger said.

“1 think most great plavers. if you
ihink about it, put the team ahead of
cmselves.” Roger said, adding that in
~chosi he was always a “pass first”
“That's a trait T think that Deja

D Ol

csudes)”

1he "Student" athlete

~h Roger had a great collegiate
i i‘.\ never plaved in the NBA.
cer ~ald the draft had recently been
wedd from seven rounds to three
s vear was guar d heavy. Roger
¢ ihat he had just an “average”
HEETCH RIS
foee glonge with that, Roger had one
Cap remaining in his five-vear electri-
and compliter endineering pro-
cram Heger's parents had aiwayvs
i d the importance of academ-
cir children and Roger alwavs
iio hweart,
he wasn't drafted. he had a dif-
S ke
{ oo and chase the NBA,
A Continental Baskethall
sk overseas professionally,
Bock and finish my engineer
tocer said. And that was
~toe e at the time. I put
~into the engineering
nted 1o finish it out.”
2oer admits it was tough to
ot Be loved. the decision
for the long-term. And it

ha

weie recently promoted to
-nanabibity Officer for YUM!
ine. o restaurant company
oreres WECD Pizza Hato Taco
: cdobn Siiver's. He travels

i 1~ responsible for reduc-
mmental impact and how
bosed in Lowsville, grows

- Len radsed on similar prin
; sivessing the impor-
~tudent” part of the term

1~ abko vidue family,
slong with his wife
ten othier three children
1 in virtous sports, has
< number of Penn State
AT despite a busy
And in that short time. theyv
Deja's teammates.
areat values, morals,
Penn State senlor co-cap-
o ko saad And theyre
at peopke. The athietic side 1s a
that's something that obvious-
apprecicte heres I ean't say any
about ther family because
Aineredible people”
has caught the eves of
y’wu;’.)!f‘. as well
nioh 14 Big Ten matches, Dejais
i the conference, and first among
1oin killse The potential for
e to have its second straight
Freshman of the Year and
Crne vedars. are in no way out
reaint of possibility,
e ust Bke her father is mod-
: 1 asked te describe the
Srencths and weakness of her game.
o bhewan to ponder her many
s bedore she replied: “Let's
othe weaknesses.”
ne apple doesn't fall too far from the
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Hours
Mon-Thur 11 AM - 9 PM
Fri 11 AM - 9:30 PM_
Sat 12 PM - 9:30 PM
Sun 12PM - 9 PM
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