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Defensive line hopes to get ends back healthy

By Audrey Snyder
COLLEGIAN STAFF WRITER

Joe Paterno spent a lot of time
waiting for his first string defen-
sive ends to get back on the prac-
tice field.

With injuries keeping Jack
Crawford (foot) and Eric Latimore
(wrist) out of the lineup, the defen-
sive line might be one step closer
to getting both players back on the
field.

Crawford, who missed the last
three games, worked on running
straight-ahead drills during
Monday's practice but did not par-
ticipate in contact drills, defensive
tackle Devon Still said. The junior
will continue to test the injured
foot during this week's practices.
but Paterno said he’s still unsure
of Crawford’s status for
Saturday’'s game.

As for Latimore. who missed
the last two games after having
pins inserted in his dislocated
wrist and seemed unlikely to
return at all during the regular
season, he may have a better shot
of playing after participating in full
contact drills during Monday's
practice.

Paterno didn't say much on the
status of both plavers other than
they would continue testing their
injuries in practice. Houewr he
didn't shy away from what their
return to the lineup would do for
his defensive line.

With the line recording just nine
sacks through eight games this
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By Jared Shanker

ow much longer do we
have to watch this? How
many

more weeks will —"
we be forced to
watch Brett
Favre captain a
rudderless ship
heading straight
for an iceberg in
Lake
Minnetonka?
How many more
times will we see
Favre hobble oft the field after
yet another interception”

And last - and this day can't
come soon enough - how much
longer will we have ESPN shove
Favre down our throats” (How
bad has it gotten? During
Monday's halftime show. ESPN
highlighted Favre’s check-down
pass to the Patriots” 1-vard line

MY OPINION

Freshman

By Andrew Robinson
COULEGIAT STAFE sy

Evervbody knew Maggie Lucas
could shoot.

What the freshman cuard's
teammates on the Lady Lions are
discovering however is Lucas can
make some plavs to match her
lights-out shooting,

“In recruiting Mageie. one of
the things that she wanted was
the opportunity to go somewhere
and play some point guard.” Lady
Lions coach Coguese Washington
said at her weckly press confer-
ence Tuesday. ~She telt for her
that was something that she need-
ed to continue to develop and grow
as a pla\m We told her thegn she
was going to have that oppor umm
if she came to Penn State.”

Lucas is just the second
McDonald's high school  All-
America to play for the Lady
Lions and comes to Penn State
after averaging 23.0 points. 4.5
assists and 3.8 steals per game as
a senior at Germantown

seas”” - a far cry from the 26 it
recciued through the same num-
ber of games last year — Paterno
is hoping his playmakers return
soon.

“Hopefully we don’t have any
more injuries and we don’t get a
setback,” Paterno said.

I hope we can stay healthy and
we can have some intense prac-
tices so that they can get a little bit
better.”

With Northwestern junior Dan
Persa completing 74 percent of his
passes this season, the Nittany
Lions will need a steady pass rush
to surprise him.

The Lions’ line is already thin
because of the injuries, and if
Crawford and Latimore can’t play
Saturday, the unit will have to try
and keep pace with an uptempo
Wildcat offense.

Still said Northwestern is prob-
ably trving to get off 85 plays a
game. much like the hurry up, no-
huddle offense Michigan ran last
Saturday.

“Coach Johnson can't substi-
tute that much because the game
1s moving at a rapid pace, so you
don't have time to get subs in."
Still said.

"By us running around in prac-
tice and getting in shape it’s going
to help us a lot on Saturday.”

While Still's three sacks lead the
unit, having Crawford return to
the lineup would most likely draw
a double team.

If Crawford takes up an extra
defender. it could allow the rest of
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and not the ensuing play, a fourth
down goal-line stand of Pro Bowl
running back Adrian Peterson.)

The answer: As long as Favre
wants. because it’s clear
Minnesota Vikings head coach
Brad Childress, the man who is
supposed to be in charge of his
team. is below the 41-year-old
quarterback on the Vikes' chain
of command. It's Favre who has
the final say. not Childress.

After sufffering two fractures in
his ankle on Oct. 24, it appeared
Favre’s unfathomable consecu-
tive starts streak would come to
an end at 291. Despite being well
below 100 percent. Favre extend-
ed that streak one more game,
starting this past Sunday against
the Patriots, who proceeded to
knock him out of the game.

Leading up to Sunday, all we
kept hearing was that even at 75
percent. Favre is still the Vikings’
best option at quarterback.
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guard Lucas sta::

Academy in Fort Washington.

The guard's knack for shooting
comes from her release, which
unlike many women's basketball
plavers. doesn't start at her waist.
Lucas said at the Lady Lions’
media day on Oct. 11 that her
father was the one who taught her
how to shoot.

“My dad has always wanted me
to shoot like a boyv. He never want-
ed me starting my shot down by
my waist, he wanted me to have
the strength to start my shot up
high,” Lucas said at media day.
“When I was younger, we never
focused on the three too soon, we
knew that would come. We really
focused on my form and once I got
that down, I was more comfort-
able moving out.”

While sophomore guard Alex
Bentley will see the bulk of the
minutes at point guard, inevitably
the third team All-Big Ten player
from a vear ago will have to take a
seat on the bench. Junior Zhaque
Gray looks to be Bentley’s pri-
mary back-up. but Washington
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ALL DIAMOND JEWELRY IS MARKED DOWN FOR THIS SALE!

Kranich’s

—— JEWELERS —

D;amond Enaaoement Rings. Stud Earrings, Diamond Pendants —

Jowntown State College 234.4481
Nex! To The Tavern Restaurant

Nittany Mail 224.0637
kranichs.com

FINANCING

AVAILABLE

For Those Who Qualify




