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Borough hears project plans for State College

By Colleen Boyle
COLLEGIAN STAFF WRITER

The State College Borough
Council welcomed two Penn State
students to its meeting Monday
evening, both of whom are looking
to lend their talents to citizens liv-
ing on either side of College
Avenue.

State College Mayor Ehzabeth
Goreham said she was pleased to
have students bringing their ideas
to the council.

“To me, that's what makes this
Happy Valley,” Goreham said. “It’s

really dazzling, the breadth and
energy of student activities.”

First to address the council was
Lienard Chang, who spoke about
a bike share program for State
College, rideBLUE. He reviewed
different aspects of the program
but did not present any concrete
financial plans.

“] won't talk money tonight,” he
said. “What I'm looking for tonight
is a blessing.”

The program will be modeled
after other programs that have
been successful in Europe and
across the United States. If

passed, it would include about 100
bikes tracked by an attached GPS.
Chang (sophomore-engineering)
said that the bike program would
not include helmet rentals, but it
would require users to sign a
waiver regarding bicycle safety

Borough members said they
were interested in the idea of such
a program for State College.

“I love the idea,” said council
member Peter Morris. “It seems
sound to me.”

Although Chang has not final-
ized any plans, he said that he is
confident that rideBLUE will be a

success. “It’s not really a matter of
‘if” but ‘when,’ ” he said.

Another Penn State student,
Natalia Pilato, unveiled the image
of her Calder Way mural, which
will be finished in November and
will cover 170 feet. The mural
encompasses many images, all of
which were painted by hand onto
over 100 panels using a paint-by-
numbers system.

The change of seasons is depict-
ed across the mural, and it
includes images of nature as well
as local landmarks.

Community members between

the ages of four and 88 have
helped Pilato (graduate-art edu-
cation) paint the mural’s panels.
Pilato said the mural should be in
place by Nov. 13 when a ceremony
will be held for its unveiling. As
volunteers put the mural pieces
up, they will cover those already in
place so that the entire mural will
be revealed at once.

“It looks beautiful.” said
Goreham after viewing the
mural’s design. “Thank you so
much.”

To e-mail reporter: cab5356@psu.edu

Class is a-Twitter

Professor Michael Elavsky encourages his students to tweet their thoughts
to add to the class discussion in his Media and Democracy class.
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Class uses Twitter for forum

By Sarah Peters
COLLEGIAN STAFF WRITER

Professor Michael Elavsky's
Media and Democracy students
are full of opinions — and they're
taking them to the tweets.

Elavsky, an assistant professor
in the department of media stud-
ies, encourages his students to
express their opinions during
class via Twitter, in addition to for-
mal class discussion.

Though his lecture class once
felt impersonal, the Twitter feed
adds depth and dimension to the
discussion and allows for more
than just one-way communication,
he said.

“What I'm hoping for them to
also see is that the classroom,
even though it’s big, is a place
where they can employ their
voice,” Elavsky said. “They're
helping to construct a sense of the
knowledge they’re getting out of
this course. That can’t be more
democratic.”

Thursday night, Meg Krause,
Class of 2008 — now a combat
medic serving in the U.S. Army
Reserves — addressed the class.
Krause is also the associate direc-
tor of military programs for the
American Council on Education.

Krause provided insight on the
role of media in war, touching on
issues such as WikiLeaks, free-
dom of information and the Abu
Ghraib prison photos. The presen-
tation ended with a question-and-
answer session on Krause’s time
served in the Middle East.

Elyse Smith (sophomore-politi-
cal science) said there were a lot
of touchy subjects that stemmed
from Krause's talk that probably
wouldn't have been brought up if it
weren't for the class Twitter feed.
Smith said using Twitter helps
more people voice their opinions.

“It helps the discussion flow and
evolve a lot more freely, just
because of the sheer amount of
opinions that can come out at
once,” Smith said.

Throughout the class, students
had a Twitter discussion on the
cause and justification of the war
on terror. whether or not soldiers
should be defined as heroes and
the role of media in the public’s
perception of war, among other
topics. The thread is labeled
#psucomm110. Students also
tweet links to news stories, videos
and pictures to support their
points.

Elavsky said he's been using
Twitter to facilitate class discus-
sions since last fall and this
semester’s class has even more
focused tweets, Elavsky said.

Megan Springsteen (freshman-
business marketing) said using
Twitter helps students get their
point across without verbalizing it
in front of the class.

“There’'s a keyboard courage,
but I think it definitely opens up
the conversation a  lot”
Springsteen said.

To e-mail reporter: svp5071@psu.edu

Fair to supply students with study—abroad information

By Alaina Gallagher
COLLEGIAN STAFF WRITER

Penn State students interested
in studying abroad have the
opportunity to change-up their
daily routine from walking past
Pattee Library eating in West
Halls to walking by the Eiffel

Tower every day and eating’

crepes.

The chance to learn about vari-
ous Penn State-approved foreign
study programs will come in the
form of an education abroad fair
today in HUB-Alumni Hall from 12
to 5 p.m.

Global Program Promotion and
Outreach Officer Kristin Thomas
said the fair will include informa-
tion sessions on topics like the
basics of studying abroad and
financial aid.

Students will also have the
opportunity to speak to represen-
tatives from different programs
and countries, Penn State educa-
tion abroad advisers and Penn
State students who have already
studied abroad.

Another unique feature of the
fair is that exchange students cur-
rently studying at Penn State will
answer questions about their
home universities, Thomas said.

Expanding this year, the fair will

also include presentations from
different colleges to help students
learn which programs would be
best for them and how those
options might fit into their curricu-
lum, she said.

One of the presentations fea-
tures Pete Terbovich, Class of
2007. Terbovich will talk to stu-
dents about how studying abroad
during college helped him while
working in central Pennsylvania
for an international wood compa-
ny, she said. "

“We're just really ‘excited for
students to come in and talk to
Pete about his experience,”
Thomas said.

Katie Waldeisen, promotions
and outreach assistant, said the
fair offers students the conven-
ience of gathering information
about multiple programs and
opportunities in one location while
also getting to talk to students who
have returned from studying
abroad.

Students will also be able to get
a more “personal perspective of
each program by talking to an
organization’s representative or
department’s representative
rather than just going to a web-
site,” she said.

Elizabeth Tucker, a student vol-
unteer who studied abroad in

If you go

What: Study abroad fair
When: 12 p.m.to 5 p.m. today
Where: HUB-Alumni Hall

Detalls: Students and represen-
tatives will be available

Florence, Italy, as a sophomore,
said she attended the fair during
her freshman year.

Tucker (senior-psychology) said
she knew she wanted to study
abroad and wanted to go to Italy
but wasn't sure of which program
she wanted to choose.

Going to the fair, it wasn’t the
representatives but it was the stu-
dent volunteers who eased
Tucker’'s nerves about the
prospect of studying abroad, she
said.

Tucker said studying abroad
gave her a new perspective about
people and the world — some-
thing she hopes to encourage
other students to experience at
the fair.

“Even if we can get one person
to fill out an application that would
be a success,” she said.

To e-mail reporter: aqg5087@psu.edu
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Meghan Russefl: Collegian

Students visit booths at the Education Abroad Fair in the HUB last
September. This year's fair will be held from 12 p.m. to 5 p.m. today.
Students who have formerly studied abroad in addition to representatives
from different programs and countries will be present.

Memorial service honors Materials Research Lab founder

By Micah Wintner
COLLEGIAN STAFF WRITER

As friends and family of late
Penn State professor Rustum Roy
walked out of the rain and into the
Pasquerilla Spiritual Center, they
saw Roy’s picture projected onto
the room’s front wall.

Roy, a professor emeritus at
Penn State and founder of the
Materials Research Lab (MRL),
was 86 when he died on Aug. 26. A
memorial service was held for him
Monday.

Ronnen Roy, Rustum Roy’s son,
spoke of his fond memories with
his father.

“He enjoyed the simple pleas-
ures in life the most,” his son said.
“Taking walks at night with the
family, playing Frisbee in the
backyard.”

Ronnen Roy said his father
instilled in him and his brothers a
sense of wonder about the world,
and stressed that people should
welcome newness into their lives.

Perhaps it was that curiosity
that drove Rustum Roy to the suc-
cess he achieved.

Rustum Roy graduated from
Penn State in 1948 and dedicated
his life to studying materials sci-
ence at the university.

Ronnen Roy said at the memo-

rial service that he remembers
seeing a Centre Daily Times arti-
cle written about a $75,000 dona-
tion made by his father to estab-
lish the MRL in 1962.

He asked his dad for a raise in
his allowance after seeing that
article, he said jokingly.

The MRL is now part of the
Materials Research Institute, cur-
rently directed by Carlo Pantano,
who also spoke at Rustum Roy’s
memorial service.

“Rustum was fearless of conflict
or criticism,” Pantano said. “He
stood up for his beliefs.”

Rustum Roy challenged his stu-
dents to be critical but to also

show respect for alternative ideas,
he said.

Rustum Roy lived by that idea,
once giving a student an A+ on his
paper, but not without writing, “I
don’t believe a word of this,” on the
top, Pantano said.

Despite Rustum Roy’s death,
his legacy and work are far from
over.

Rustum Roy’s research will be
continued by his colleagues,

.Dinesh Agrawal said at the memo-

rial. Agrawal became friends with
Rustum Roy upon his arrival at
Penn State in 1975 as a graduate
student.

Now a professor of engineering

science and mechanics at Penn
State, Agrawal said Rustum Roy’s
guidance and advice never failed
to teach him something new.

“His eternal message was:
Think positive, be persistent in
your pursuit and you will attain
success,” Agrawal said.

Despite the gray skies and rain,
the mood at the memorial service
remained positive.

“Rather than a time of sadness
and grief, I'd like to suggest today
be a day of happiness,” Penn State
Vice President for Research Hank
Foley said at the memorial.

To e-mail reporter: maw5438@psu.edu
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