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Women’s soccer back line still coming together

By Andrew Robinson
COLLEGIAN STAFF WRITER

Emma Thomson has been the
constant.

The other three players with
her on the Penn State women’s
soccer team’s
defense, however,
have been chang-
ing all season.

In the Nittany
Lions’ first 10
games of the sea-
son, the defense
has used four dif-
ferent base line- Walsh
ups, but seems to
have settled on a set unit. Despite
not having much time to get on the
same page, the defense posted a
statement-making shutout in its
last time out.

“I think we’re finally kind of get-
ting each other,” Thomson said.

“Obvic .y we had a shutout
agains. Michigan State against
one of the top forwards in the Big
Ten. We can definitely take a lot of
confidence from that.”

Thomson, a junior centre back,
has started every game on
defense, but spent the first five
games playing outside back But
with the return of Bri Hovington
and Jackie Molinda from injuries
and the loss of Lexi Marton for
three months, the junior shifted
back inside.

Rounding out the back row is
junior Carly Niness, who started
the season at centre back, then sat
once Hovington returned, but is
back in the starting lineup
because of Marton’s medial collat-
eral ligament (MCL) injury. Senior
Megan Monroig had been the left
back, but transitioned to the mid-
field against the Spartans last
Sunday.

With Hovington and Molinda
occupying the outside positions, it
gives the Lions two players with
offensive skills that could help the
Lions’ struggling flank play.

“They’re both very good in the

attack, we’re trying to encourage
them to serve the ball more and
get more involved,” Penn State
coach Erica Walsh said. “That was
our emphasis in video and in train-
mg'”
This weekend, the Lions travel
to Ohio State and will meet a big,
physical Buckeyes team at 3 p.m.
in Columbus.

Without the 5-foot-11 Marton,
the Lions’ defense doesn’t have a
ton of size, with the exception of
Niness, who is 5-foot-8.

Walsh said the team can’t give
up set piece opportunities to Ohio
State because it gives the
Buckeyes a way to exploit the
defense. Penn State’s defenders

have plenty of speed, but it’s limit-
ed on corner kicks or free kicks
where taller players have time to
set up inside the box.

For the Buckeyes, those players
include 5-foot-11 Kristen
Niederhaus, 5-foot-10 Lauren
Granberg and 5-foot-9 Paige
Maxwell.

“It’s definitely a key because
they are big,” Thomson said. “We
aren’t the biggest back line so we
need to keep fouls to an absolute
minimum because that’s where
we can be beaten, so it’s important
for us.”

While the defense still has some
work to do, which Walsh said
starts with communication, they
do have some help. The Lions’
base formation uses two holding
midfielders who play in front of the
defense and in essence act as the
fifth and sixth defenders when the
opponent is attacking.

Sophomore midfielder
Christine Nairn, who plays as one
of the holding mids at times, said
the midfield and defense are work-
ing on getting used to each other
and how to combine defensively
and when pushing the attack.

Going into Columbus, the Lions
have been working on defending
set pieces after conceding several
late corners to Michigan State.
Nairn said the main emphasis has
been on avoiding fouls, but also
marking and communicating,
which starts with the defense.

“We have [Thomson) and [goal-
keeper] Krissy [Tribbett] and all
the people behind me directing
everybody else where to go,”
Nairn said.

“I think we’re fine in that
department, but we can always
get better.”

To e-mail reporter: adr5079@psu.edu

Field hockey looks to rebound after loss to Wolverines

By Matt Howland
FOR THE COLLEGIAN

The Penn State field hockey
team received a reality check on
Sunday when its five-game win-
ning streak came to a halt against
Michigan, which beat the Lions 2-
0.

The No. 14 Nittany Lions will
look to get back on track against
the Iowa Hawkeyes at noon
Saturday at AstroTurf Field.

The team showcased a low
intensity level in last weekend’s
loss against Michigan, and coach
Char Morett voiced her displeas-
ure about that level. The Lions
came out flat and never quite had
the fighting spirit needed to com-
pete in a Big Ten game. With this
lack of intensity a problem, the
team realizes it needs to step up
the emotion on Saturday.

Redshirt junior captain Lauren
Alloway recognized the team was-
n't where it needed to be last
Sunday and she expects the team

to come out much stronger
against Iowa.

“Losing sometimes fires you up
more than winning, so I think we
have a fire burning right now,”
Alloway said. “So we don’t want
Iowa to a) beat us, and b) beat us
on our home turt.”

The Lions lost at Iowa 1-0 last
year, and are 17-23-1 all time
against the Hawkeyes. But fresh-
man midfielder Brittany
Grzywacz, who has yet to face
Iowa, recognizes how important it
is for the team to rebound quickly
after its first loss in six games.

Grzywacz emphasized the
importance of staying confident
and positive after the loss. She
said mental strength is crucial for
the team to maintain going for-
ward.

“I think it starts with practice
the day before, staying intense
through practice,” Grzywacz said.
“Then the warm-up needs to be
intense from the start all the way
through, even in the locker room,
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just staying intense, having our
heads in the right spot, and com-
ing out strong the first 15 minutes
of the game.”

Morett highlighted intensity
and the transition game as two
aspects the team needed to
improve before the Lions face the
Hawkeyes.

In practice on Tuesday, Morett
had the Lions divide into two
teams for a blue-white scrim-
mage. She felt the experience
would help create a game-type
atmosphere in practice and better
prepare the team for what they
would see against the Hawkeyes.

“It gets us back into that com-
petitive mindset right away,”
Morett said.

The physicality of conference
play was evident in both of the
Nittany Lions’ games last week-
end, and Morett said it is likely to
continue.

In four conference contests so
far in 2010, there have been more
than two goals scored in a game

.

only once. Morett said she is
expecting a physical, low-scoring
game, and based on what has hap-
pened so far this season in confer-
ence play, there’s little reason to
doubt the coach’s prediction.

“I don’t think the scoring is
going to be that high,” Morett said.
“I think our conference, because
of its physical nature, it’s a very
stingy conference on the defen-
sive end, so it’s going to be tough.”
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Goalkeeper _Ayla Halus (right) blocks a save vs. Michigan this season.

Alloway agreed with Morett’s
sentiment, and wanted to make
clear that the team is not looking
past Iowa, despite the Lions’ No.
10 RPI ranking, 33 spots ahead of
the Hawkeyes.

“lowa’s a great team and they
lost their first [Big Ten] game, so
they're going to look to beat us,
especially on our home turf”
Alloway said. “It’s definitely going
to be a physical game.”

123 S. Burrowes St.
State College, PA 16801

ATTENTION

IBARTENDING! UP TO $250/day.
No experience necessary. Training
provided. 800-965-6520 ext. 284.

TRADITIONAL HAYRIDE AND bon-
fire parties. Farm close to campus.
Organizations and private. Large
and small groups. Includes bonfire
feast. traditional music. and we can
transport. Insured. Call Nittany
Mountain Trailrides. 814-880-5100.

COMPUTERS

WWW DOLLARWISECARTRIDGE
COM - 10% ink & toner through
11/30/10. Code PS1110.

FOR RENT 2
BEDRM

PRIVATE OWNER SEEKS respon-
sible tenants. Well-kept 2 bedroom,
1.5 bath apartment downtown. Fully
furnished. Accommodates four.
Available August. 814-571-6830.

DAIRY FARM MILKING. Afternoons .
and weekends. 280-6999

EARN $1000-$3200 a month to
drive our cars with ads
www.AdCarDriver.com

FLOORING INSTALLERS NEEDED.
Great opportunity for year-round work
for qualified fiooring sub-contractors.
Must have own van, tools, General
Liability, workmen's comp, Corp or LLC,
valid Soc Sec # and Drivers license.
Call Carlotta 877-577-1277 X 1180 or
hitp://contractor.us-installations.com

MAMA MIA'S DELIVERY drivers
wanted. Apply within 128 East
College Ave. 814-272-0530.

RECEPTIONIST/ASSISTANT
CHIROPRACTIC office; PT after-
noons, eves. New Hope/
Doylestown area. Send resume;
Resume862@yahoo.com

PARKING SUBLET i
SPACES
FEMALE SUBLET NEEDED for
PARKING SPACES FOR rent, Spring 2011 in Beaver Hill. Contact

downtown parking, location and
prices vary, contact Associated
Realty Property Management 814-
231-3333 www.arpm.com

FEMALE ROOMMATE NEEDED
for Copper Beach (W. Aaron Dr.)
sublet, Spring 2011. Will have own
room (unfumished)/bathroom/park-
ing. Approx. $450/mo. Call Abby for
more details, 814-418-0255.

CAR INSURANCE. MONTHLY
payments, local agent, three blocks
from campus. 238-6038.

apmackey@gmail.com
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Dining Guide
powered by
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FOR RENT

FALL 2011 HOUSES/APTS beside
west campus for 6 to 13+ people,
newly buitt or newly remodeled: 434
W. College, 134 N. Bamard and
more. Rent includes heat/water/TV/
cablefinternet/cooling, dishwasher,
on-site laundry.www.collegium.net

ROOMS FOR RENT. 14 miles from
State College. $200/month plus util-
ities. 8665-608-0830.

FOR SALE

2001 PONTIAC SUNFIRE, good

Today’s

su|do|ku women's
= VOLLEYBALL

brought 10 you by

Sun (10/3) @ 12N vs. Monmouth

Field Hockey Complex behind Shields Building

condition. 135,000 miles, black.
$5,000. Leave message (814) 321-
3640 sweiss2009@yahoo.com

HELP WANTED

BARTENDERS NEEDED. EARN
$250/day. No experience required.
Wifl train. FT/PT. Call now 877-405-

1078 ext.994.

Pumpkins
Pumpkins

Pum

kins
Harner Farm
2 Miles from

Downtown on
West College Ave.

Sat. (1

Fri(10/1) @ 7pm VS. Michigan State

("~ Raising the Big Ten Championship Banner

/2) @ 6pm VS, Michigan

(7 Raising the National Championship Banner M

HAPPY BIRTHDAY for Friday. Oct. 1.
2010:

This year. you might be in a jeadership
position more often than you would
enjoy. The responsibilities could fecl
burdensome. but there are pluses. Be
honest about what you want out of vari-
ous situations. If you are clear, you won't
need to go into overdrive. Push casily
could come to shove if you are too much
in your head. You could gain financiaily.
but use care with spending. Money does-
n’t grow on trees. Hf you are single. you
draw many people to you. Your creativi-
ty bubbles up in your day-to-day life. If
you are attached. the two of you benefit
from a mutual hobby. If you don't have
one, develop an interest that the two of
you like. CANCER can create a lot of
tension.

The Stars Show the Kind of Day You'll
Have: 5-Dynamic; 4-Positive:
3-Average: 2-So-so: 1-Difficult

ARIES (March 21-April 19)

%% Good intentions mark the mom-
ing. Confusion surrounds the best of
communicators. A meeting or situation
involving others could seem more chaot-
ic than it really is. Others scem to under-
stand each other and what is going on.
Tonight: Too many choices!

TAURUS (Aprit 20-May 20)

%% Your solidity often can be an
asset as well as a detriment. How you
respond to a boss’s or older friend’s lack
of clarity could define the moment. it not
the day. Smart Bulls look to the big pic-
ture. Tonight: Going from one gathering
to another.

GEMINI (May 2i-June 20)

ENED

* % Your dedication to 4 project can-
not be questioned. Your determination
and ability to take it to the finish line
could be an issuc. Whether it is a pant-
ing project. clearing oft vour desk or
making holiday plans. decisions will be
hard to reach. Tonight: Visit with friends.
CANCER tJune 2t-July 22)

*% %% As you watch those around you
scatter and. in some way. seem undirect-
ed, you smile with understanding. A dis-
cussion about a money matter or partner-
ship might not be successtully concluded
for a while. Tonight: As you like it!
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)

Jok & Know when to pull out of a situa-
tion that has complication after compli-
cation. You could be teeling a bit out of
kilter dealing with a friend or in a meet-
ing. Be carctul. as communication runs
amok. Tonight: Vanish while you can.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

%% &% Emphasize the possibilitics.
even it vou feel fairly weathered by the
workweek. Your caring comes through to
others. even if they have difficulty
responding. They. too. are spent from
recent events. Tonight: Go along with an
excessively optimistic friend

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22}

%% % Others think you will pick up any
slack. Please feel free to say otherwise,
You have your hands full with work and
a personal matter that you could be over-
thinking. Tonight: A force 10 be dealt
with.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)

* % %% While others could find their
nerves fried. vou detach and gain under-
standing. An innate creative ability
allows you 10 open up to unusual ideas.
thus finding unusual solutions. Don’t let
friends distract you. Tonight: Follow

M Y )& b4

* not commander of the ship. You could

vour feelings.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
k%% Opportunities come forward
that you hadn’t anticipated. 1t is your
choice how to deal with key associates.
Someone you looked up to could be
unusually difficult and touchy. Tonight:
Accept a personal invitation.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19
%% Let others take the lead. Know
when vou have had enough and when
you need to head in a different direction.
Others like what they hear and what is
coming up tfor you. Communication
flourishes. Tonight: Where the crowds
are.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18}

* %% Clearly. you willingly put in the
necessary effort to accomplish what you
want and need to complete. Be careful
with your finances. especially if you are

run into problems before you know it.
Tonight: Easy does it.

PISCES (Fcb. 19-March 20}

* %% k% Let more creativity come for-
ward. Your ability to understand what
others seem to be fretting about helps.
Don’t trigger; detach. Within that stance
lies a great idea and perhaps a solution.
Tonight: You deserve some fun. Put on
vour dancing shoes.

BORN TODAY
39th U.S. President Jimmy Carter
(1924), actor Walter Matthau (1920).

outlaw Bonnie Parker (1910)
* * *

Jacqueline Bigar is on the Internct at
www.jacquelinebigar.com.
¢ 2010 by King Features Syndicate Inc
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