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College football Saturday better than pro football Sunday
By Jared Shanker

FoureALL fans across the
country are salivating at
the mouth like a Pavlov

puppy in anticipation of
Thursday's sea-
son opener.

Drew Brees.
Brett Favre (he
did come back,
right?). Vikings.
Saints. Thursday,
Sept. 9 marks the
end of an eight-
month long
drought ofprofes-
sional football.

MY OPINION

Bah, I say. They're talking about
the wrong Thursday opener. Who
cares about a rematch of last sea-
son's epic NFC title game?

OK, maybe I do a little, but not
nearly as much as I care about
this Thursday's Presbyterian-
Wake Forest game college foot-
ball's season opener.

No, it isn't as sexy as the NFL's
kickoff contest, but my excitement
for the NFL pales in comparison
to my excitement for the start of
the college football season.

Why? It's simple really. College
football is better than professional
football.

Given enoughtime (and space),
I could give 50reasons, but for the
condition of our readers' eyes, I'll
limit it to just 10reasons.

L Rivalries. Is there anything
moreexciting than arivalry game,
especially when it decides which
teams will play for the national
championship? Only in college
football can a team go 5-7 but still
consider it a successful season if it
can knock offits rival. Need proof
how much rivalries mean to play-
ers and fans? The Penn State and
Pitt on-fieldrivalry has been dor-
mant for nearly 10years, but the
trash talking and off-field battles
betweenfans hasyet to cease. The
best part: No rematches. College
teams meet once every 52 weeks,
unlike NFC West "rivals" the
Cardinals andSeabawks, who play
twice in a three-week span this
year.

2. Student sections. Home of
the most creative people in the
country. There is nothing quite
like sitting in a student section
instead of the 100 level of an
unhomely NFL stadium, filled
with mostly three-piece suits
instead of jerseys. I'm not a
Rutgers fan by any means, but I
have never been part of a more
incredible atmosphere than

standing in the student section for
its historic upset of No. 3
Louisville in 2006.

3. Iconic coaches. There might
not be a more famous coach than
Pence Lombardi, but, outside of
him, there aren't many nationally
known iconic NFL coaches.
College football has legends such
as Joe Paterno, Bobby Bowden,
Paul "Bear" Bryant, Knute
Rockne and the list keeps going.

4. Fan passion. Fans don't often
refer to themselves as Dallas
Cowboys fans during introduc-
tions, but you can bet there are a
few who are quick to show their
Texas Longhorn pride. Alma
maters are an immediate conver-
sation starter, because nobody
considers themselves a Cowboy,
but plenty consider themselves
Longhorns, Nittany Lions or
Trojans.

5. Offenses. The NFL prides
itself on parity, and it couldn't be
more evident than watching let-
us-put-you-to-sleep NFL offenses.
The Patriots' spread offense in
2007 blew more NFL minds than
Einstein's theory of relativity On
any given Saturday, you can see
the triple option, spread offense, I-
formation, Wmg-T or West Coast
and don't be surprised to see the

next innovative offense this fall
6. Bowl games. Maybe college

football doesn't have a true nation-
al championship, but there is no
better time to be a football fan
than duringbowl season. Between
Dec. 21 and Jan. 10, there are only
three days during that span With-
out a bowl game.Awesome!

7. BCS. Sorry, but I'm not con-
vinced a playoff is the right thing
for college football, especially if it
exceeds four teams. The BCS
makes the entire regular season a
playoff, and a 16-team playoff
would absolutely ruin it. Change
the system and those great end-of-
the-season rivalries become
meaningless. Instead of going for
undefeated seasons, elite players
will sit out. Don't think that's all
that bad? Watch last year's Colts-
Jets regular-season game after
Manning left and try not to staple
your eyes shut.

8. Headlines. In the NFL, open
the newspaper and the headlines
are on Darrelle Revis holding out,
Albert Haynesworth being worth-
less and Shaun Rogers carrying a
gun on a plane. College football
has headlines that matter. When
will JoePa retire, can Alabama
repeat and how three elite pro-
grams Florida, Oklahoma and

Texas are undergoing major
changes atquarterback

9. Tradition. We Are ... Penn
State. Dotting the I at Ohio State.
Touchdown Jesus. Texas A&M
fans kissing their girlfriends after
touchdowns ("When the team
scores, everybody scores," Maj.
Doc Mills, an employee ofthe uni-
versity, said in 2001). College foot-
ball is built on tradition, and each
school has at least one.

10. Heisman Trophy. There
isn't a more prestigious award in
sports than winning the Heisman,
given to college football's most
outstanding player. Actually, it's
more like a club than an award.
Wm one and you are forever
remembered in college football
lore. Can anyone even name the
last MVP not named Peyton
Manning? Everyone remembers
Mark Ingram's touching Heisman
acceptance speech about his
imprisoned father, though.

And now, you will forever
remember my little speech when
convincing your friends why col-
lege football is tops.
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Jared Shanker is a senior majoring in
journalism and history and is the
Collegian's sports columnist. His e-mail
address is jpss226@psu.edu.
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DO SOMETHING SPECIAL
& Help the Elderly. Be a

COWORTKEEPER
Make $8.50/hr
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• VI.Dining Guide ‘,

\ ,o ~i gem
- :°‘

Qelivery

ORDER FOOD ONLINEAT
PSUCOLLEGIAN.COM

ATTENITON
ADVANCED YOGA TRAINING with
30 hour certificatefrom Yoga Doug
2 evenings a week. 610-780-9821.
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COMMUNITY
SERVICES GROUP

FORRENT
FOURTEEN MILES FROM State
College, luxury home with rooms
and whole house access. High-
speed intemet, full cable TV, central
air, gym, discounts on baseball
services. Fully stocked stream.
$6OO/mo. including utilities. 1-866-
608-0830.

FOR SALE
HUGE SCOOTER SALE. Starting
at $1,499. Kissellmotorsports.com
861-7890.

Full-time/Part-time
Direct Support

Specialist
needed for program

in State College area.
For more information

see www.cs•online.or•

II BIRTIID\Y tbr Wednesday,
Sept.2olo

ear. tension often mounts. Work
professional commitments and commu-
sits issues seem to fall on your shoul-
der,. Practice saying that you have had
el:midi. Practice asking tbr help. Your
creati‘ m w ill flourish if you pace your-
self You al ,o might seem fussy toothers.
Learn to relay. If you arc single, you
could meet someonethrough your work.
Take your time getting toknow this per-
son_ especmlls if work and pleasure are
mixed. If sou are attached. understand
the importance of supporting your sweet-
ie in different areas of his or her life.

:MINI Can shake you up.

The Stars Slum the Kind of Day You'll
I lase: 5-Dynamic; 4-Positive;

erage. 2-So-so:

ARIES ( \larch :I-April 19)
**** You might make first contact!
Stas open toothers. Ifothers don't return
the fluor. it doesn't mean you are doing
something wrong. Keep flowing. know-
ing there is an intrinsic disconnect.
Tonight: Join friends for a midweek
break.
TAI:RES (April 20-May 20)
*** Your possessive side emerges in
sour dealings. Self-discipline can go
only so tar. Sittingon your feelings could
backfire and come out in an odd manner.
Creativity, can till in some of the gaps,
hut wildrisking could be problematic. Be
sure that you can accept the end results.
Tonight: Your treat.
GEMINI(May 21-June 20)
***** Though you might be on
cruise control, others are not. How you
deal with interference and others' issues
is more important than you believe. Be

IMMO ite.

By banyan INNN
careful about saying one thing but doing
another. Try to stay authentic and cen-
tered. Tonight: What you want.

CANCER (June 21-July 22)
** You might be overthinking an issue.
As a result, molehills become mountains.
Try tostep back and get outside of your-
self. ComMunication could be out of
whack, as people are not connected to
their feelings. Give yourself and others
space. Tonight: Catch up on a pal's news.
Out and about.
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)
**** Knowing your goals, even just
for a day. could help make plans mine
forward more easily. Prioritize accord-
ingly. You will avoid getting waylaid by
details and people. Confusion could hap-
pen when trying to handle a financial
matter. Do you think you have all the
facts? Tonight: With friends.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
**** Pressure builds, making you
wonder what is acceptable and what you
need. Sometimes there is a conflict of
interest between your personal and pro-
fessional lives. Consider your image
within your immediate circle. How do
you want others to think ofyou? Tonight:
Burning the candle atboth ends.
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
**** If confusion swirls, detach and
distance yourself. You will gain a per-
spective, but not in the middle ofthis sit-
uation. Don't hold yourselfback. Worry
can become fear and paralyze you. Take
a risk; otherwise you have nothing.
Tonight: Let your imagination choose.
SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
**** Work with a key associate or
individual. A meeting and phone calls
could distract you. Stay focused.
Concentrate on what is needed. Another
person points to the right path. Tonight:

El I) 138 10

Get together with a favorite person .
SAGITTARIUS (Nov 22-Dec. 21)
**** Others will keep coming at you
unless you establish barriers. Know what
you want, and follow through. You are
unlikely to see eye to eye with a boss or
with someone on a work-related matter.

Tonight: Say "yes" to an offer.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
** Emphasize completion and accom-
plishment in areas that are important to
you. Easily, you see a situation different-
ly from others. Be careful with news. as
it might not be all facts. Know that there
is more forthcoming. Tonight: Squeeze
in some exercise.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
*** If you keep hitting a blockage.
what do you do? It is critical to keep
moving. Know that when you keep hit-
ting a brick wall over and over. it means
the path isn't accessible. Be willing to try
alternatives. A key person in your life
might be nit-picking. Tonight: Let your
hair down.
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)
*** Defer to others. In fact, if others
want to lead a project, all the better. You
might be happier staying close to home
or working from home. You also might
want tofocus on matters other than work.
Tonight: Order in.

BORN TODAY
Singer Gloria Estefan (1957), singer
Conway Twitty (1933), heavyweight
boxing champ Rocky Marciano (1923)

Jacqueline Bigar is on the Internet at
www.jacquelinebigar.com.

t' 2010 by King Features Syndicate Inc
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$15.00 PER HOUR!!! You can easi-
ly make this kind of money calling
coffee club members with a special
offer to renew or upgrade their
service. This fun & flexible job will
allow you to make the money you
need for bills, rent, or justfor fun!
We offer paid education, perform-
ance based incentives, daily cash
bonuses, weekly pay, excellent pro-
fessional experience, student
friendly schedules, and a fun work
environment. Minimum schedules
are just 15 hours per week, and
can be changed at your discretion.
No weekends; so youare off for
every PSU football game! We are
conveniently located a short walk
across the street from South Halls!
Call 814-231-6400 to request an
interview.

BARTENDING. UP TO $250/day.
No experience necessary. Training
provided. 800-965-6520 ext. 284

CENTRE REGION PARKSand
recreation is hiring for the following
seasonal positions: Adult Flag
Football Officials (6 positions).
Games are Sundays from 9am -

Ipm, $lO/hr; Adult Volleyball
Officials (2-3 positions), 1-4 nights
per week are available, hodrs: 6-
10pm, $9/hr. depending on experi-
ence; Youth Start Smart Football
and Soccer Instructors, $lO/hr;
Youth Hip Hop Dance Instructor, $9
depending on exp.; Mil!brook Marsh
Nature Center Programs Leaders,
$B/hr, Swim Lesson Instructors.
$9/hr. For more information and
applications call CRPR: 231-3071,
or visit www.crpr.org

Classifieds
OnaLine

http://www.collegian.psu.edu

CHANGE YOUR LIFE , Free
helpline training in return for volun-
teer commitment. Training topics
include active listening, feeling
awareness. and problem solving.
Deliver appropriate support regard-
ing issues related to emotional well-
being, mental health, drug and
alcohol, and referrals and connec-
tion to community resources. Great
on-the-job experience for HDFS,
psychology, rehab ed, sociology,
business administration or any
career in which experience working
with varied customer/client popula-
tion will be critical for employment
and success. Volunteer work may
lead to part-time paid positions.
Applications due Wednesday,
September 15th. Call Community
Help Center: 237-5855.

CHILD CARE/HOUSEHOLD help
Keep an eye on four great kids
ages 5-12. Light household help,
laundry, etc. Approx. 10 hrs/wk.
Very flexible. Own car preferred.
Email colleenpt@verizon.net if
interested.

FEDERAL WORK-STUDY posi-
Lions available this Fall. Two oppor-
tunities available: Office Support
Staff and Thrift Store Staff. Flexible
scheduling. Do your schoolwork
during down times. Computer and
Internet available. $lO/hour; Work-
study grant required. Call Leanne at
Community Help Centre: 237-0032.

FEMALE STUDENT WANTED to
give tennis lessons to middle
school student. Must have own
transportation. 814-571-0703.

FOOTBALL FRIENDLY SCHED-
ULES' Need a job where youcan
earn top-dollar and still maintain
control of your work schedule?
What could be easier than calling to
sell coffee to a caffeine obsessed
coffee club member?Earn $B-$l5
per hour and beyond with comis-
sions—paid weekly! Our work
schedules are designed to work
around your classes... and football!
Make your own schedule; your
choice of any 3 shifts M-F from
5:30 to 10:30 pm. Ask about our
$lOO cash referral program! Call
814-231-6400 for an interview.

HERTZCAR RENTALAAIard Corp of
PA - Located in University Park
Airport terminal has an immediate
jobs positionavailable - Counter
Customer ServiceRepresentative/
Vehicle Prep Attendant Must pass
pre-employment drug testing & have
satisfactory driving record. 15-30
hours per week, evenings and
weekends. ContactBrenda 814-237-
1728. bgibson/phedzwardoop.com
for details/more information.

HYBRIMETRICS HAS IMMEDIATE
part-time positions available to con-
duct business-to-business tele-
phone interviews. Applicants must
have excellent verbal skills.
Computer knowledge is required
To request an interview, contact
Nicole @ 814-235-5000.

LOCAL DAYCARE NEEDS caregiv-
er Monday throughFriday, 1:00-
5:30. Must be dependable and
have transportation. Call 308-8742.

NO NIGHTS/NO weekends apply
now! Build your resume and earn
ssse. School age child care, State
College Schools. Choose your days
to work. 2:30-5:30. El Ed & HDFS or
related field preferred. E-mail resume
to: jbarth@cdfc.org or call Jody©
814-238-5105 phone x-1 EOE.

NOW HIRING - Local retailer w/
mail order business seeking FT/PT
retail sales andtelephone sales
representatives. Hunting / dog train-
ing knowledge helpful. Apply at Lion
Country Supply or email resume to
jobs@lcsupply.com

NOW HIRING SERVERS, cooks,
and bartenders. Westside Stadium
Bar and Grill. Apply in person. 1301
W. CollegeAve.

PART-TIME AFTER SCHOOL care
Boalsburg House location. Boy (5
yrs.) and Girl (7 yrs.). Tuesday 3
PM- 5 PM and Wednesday 3 PM-
-5:30 PM. Must have reliable car
and references. Contact Debra.
Cell: 574-4007. Email:
rdhdebra@hotmail.com

PSUKNOWHOW IS HIRING for
note takers and tutors. Pay ranges
from $lO to $2O hour, flexible hours
needed. Contact us at 814-867-1777
or employment©peuknowhow.com

SCYMCA LOOKING FOR swim
coaches. ContactSteve 231-0340 or
spower©ymcaofcentrecounty.org

TACO BELL IS now hiring full or
part time. Flexible schedules. Apply
in person.

WANTED: WEBSITE DESIGNER
to help build and support JOOMLA
websitefor local State College
Electronics retailer. $l5/hour. Send
URLs for sites you have worked on
snewfeld@zebrasystems.com

PARKING SPACES
PARKING CLOSE TO campus.
Excellent security. $4BO for 2010-
2011 year! Email jmh9o6@aol.com

PARKING SPACES FOR rent,
downtown parking, location and
prices vary, contact Associated
Realty Property Management 814-
231-3333 www.arpm.com

r) /JC‘i
CAR INSURANCE. MONTHLY
payments, local agent, three blocks
from campus. 238-6038.

WORK STUDY
MEN'S TENNIS TEAM Racket
Stringer, Must be eligible for work
study hours. Tennis Racket string-
ing experience prefaced, but coach
can teach if need be. 5-10 hours
per week, rackets can be complet-
ed on yourown time. Contact
Assistant Coach Brendan Lynch for
more info (bdlsooB(psu.edu)


