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Cage-free egg battle rages

By Micah Wintner
COLLEGIAN STAFF WRITER

Cage-free egg activists continue to
argue that battery-cage eggs — which
Penn State purchases — are more vulner-
able to Salmonella than cage-free eggs.

Though the Pennsylvania Egg Quality
Assurance Program (PEQAP) has kept
Pennsylvania's eggs safer than the rest of
the country’s during the current nation-
wide egg recall, cage-free activists are
pushing for change.

Nick Cooney, director of the Humane
League, a Philadelphia-based animal
activist organization, said nine independ-
ent scientific studies done in the past five
vears have shown that “without exception”
battery-cage facilities were more subject
to Salmonella than cage-free facilities.

But Penn State Director of Residential
Dining Lisa Wandel disagrees. Wandel
said there are many scientific-supported
arguments that battery-cage eggs are less
likely to have Salmonella because of the
controlled environment of the hens.

“Both sides are claiming statements
that contradict each other,” she said.

Wandel said that whether an egg is
cage-free or battery-cage makes no differ-
ence in terms of Salmonella, and it is the
“handling of the egg” that counts.

“We don't use raw eggs. We have fresh

eggs come in that we hard-cook,” she said.

Penn State has certain specifications
set on every product it purchases and
every egg is United Egg Producers-certi-
fied, Wandel said. And Wandel said she is
“very comfortable” knowing where Penn
State’s eggs come from and how the dining
hall staff is trained. But activists feel the
battle between cage-free and battery-cage
eggs goes beyond Salmonella.

“From a personal perspective, being
inside a battery-cage farm is literally the
most disgusting and sad place I've ever
been in,” Cooney said.

The three reasons to switch to cage-free
eggs are animal welfare, food safety and
sustainability, Cooney said. Cooney is cur-
rently helping Penn State students in their
petition efforts to have Penn State switch
to cage-free eggs. With more than 6,000
signatures currently, Cooney said he
hopes to reach 10,000 signatures.

Penn State has no current plans to
switch to cage-free eggs, Wandel said.

“There are false claims that cage-free
eggs are less likely to have Salmonella,”
Wandel said.

Until the science shows that battery-
cage eggs are riskier than cage-free, Penn
State ism't making the change. Wandel
said.

To e-mail reporter: maw5438@psu.edu

i,

v W W W Y Y Yy YT WOV v oY ¥V ¥ W W

S A .

TUESDAY, AuG. 31,2010 | 3

Steph Witt/Coilegian

Michael Policelli {senior-materials science and engineering) walks on a tight-rope
between two trees on Qid Main lawn Monday morning.

1. Each Friday before a football game, cut odt the game piece printed in
the Friday Sports section of The Daily Collegian.

81 2. Submit piece to The Daily Collegian office by § PM Friday.
8 3. Enter at least 8 out of 11 game pieces to be entered towin d

42" PanasonicHblvV
sponsored IIU.M Collégia

This Lontest 1s open to Penn State students enrolled at University Park. Staff members of Collegian putlications and their immediate
as are not eligibie to enter this contest. No purchase is necessary to enter. Contest entries will be accepted until Nov. 19, 2010. at
Dravang day is Dec. 1, 2010. Only one entry per person is allowed. (Or per person. per day, depending on the contest.} Entries
subimitted on the entry forms published in The Daily Coilegian. No copies. All entries become the property of The Daily

nrers witl be notified by phone or e-mail information provided on the entry forms. Winners will have until Dec. 5, 2010 to
prize. Failure to respond means the winner will forfeit the prize and Collegian may decide to award the prize to anolher entrant
ce of the prize means the winner will allow Collegian to use the winner’s name. likeness and winning entry for publication or
1 PUrpoSes.

Collegian Photo/Mike Ghourdjian

Grab the opportunity to share
1/1000t of a second of your
| college career.

Photo Department

The Daily Collegian Photography Department is
looking for a few photographers to join its award-
winning staff. Collegian photographers cover
everything Penn State related, from Nittany Lion
sports to concerts at the Bryce Jordan Center, and
we want you to apply to our staff this semester.

Come meet us at 7:00 p.m. on Wed., Sept. 1
James Building 123 South Burrowes Street

{If you have a portfolio or prints, please bring them at this time)
(A haudful of candidates will be selected and you must be available on Wednesday evenings)

Any Questions?
Call Photo Editor Steph Witt
or Photo Adviser Pat Little

Collegian

/
If you are interested in applying for the Collegian’s other staffs, watch for upcoming advertisements.
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INFERNO
Positions Include:

Bartenders
Servers
Support Staff
Door Staff

Door Security
Dish Washers
Cooks
Hosts/Hostesses

Inquire at any Dante’s location!

D. P_Dough

Free calzones

every Tuesday with
$10 purchase.

814-237-4747
www.dpdough.com
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 Athletic Club I
~(formerly Titan Fitness)
Ave,| State College, PA 16801

- §14.308.9604

STATE COLLE

Unlimited Daily ‘Tanning / Fitness
| Access to Club 1 &I
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