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Michigan couple declared
guilty of extorting Stamos

By John Flesher
ASSOCIATED PRESS WRITER

was present minutes later when
the judgepolled each juror,a com-
mon step in trials. He smiled and
looked relieved. Sippola was
expressionless while Coss wiped
her eyes.

MARQUETTE, Mich. A
Michigan couple were convicted
Thursday of trying to extort
$680,000 from actor John Stamos
by threateningto sell old photos of
him with strippers and cocaine to
the tabloids unless he paid up.

Allison Coss, 24, and Scott
Sippola, 31, were found guilty of
conspiracy and using e-mail to
threaten a person's reputation
charges that could land them in
prison for up to five years.

FBI agents arrested the two in
a sting in December at an Upper
Peninsula airport after Stamos'
lawyer complained that the actor
was the target of an extortion
attempt.

Dozens of fans waited to con-
gratulate the former "ER" and
"Rill House" star as he left the
federal courthouse. In a written
statement, Stamos said he was
"shocked and perplexed- by the
"false stories" offered by Coss and
defense lawyers.

"These slanderous allegations
to smear myreputation were part
of their defense to redirect atten-
tion away from the federal crime
ofextortion," he said. "There was
no hot tub, no drugs, no nudity
and nothing sexual in nature
involved in my friendship with this
woman. They lied about every-
thing."

Damian Dovarganesi Associated Prese
Stamos, 46, said there were never
any pictures of him with cocaine
and strippers.
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Defense attorneys told the jury

that it wasn't a crime to sell pho-
tos to Stamos before going to the
tabloids. FBI agents, however,
testified that a search of the cou-
ple's home failed to turn up any
evidence of embarrassing pic-
tures.

Coss, who met Stamos in
Florida in 2004 at age 17, said she
had a photo of him with cocaine
but that it disappeared during an
FBI raid on her home. Agents
denied it.
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blackmail scheme to set up a real
blackmail scheme. But that is
exactly what they did," Assistant
U.S. Attorney Maarten Vermaat
told the jury

"This is completely 100 percent
Stamos, 46, was too late to the

courtroom to hear the verdict but
"I don't think Shakespeare

could write a story to setup a fake
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Gibson investigated for possible abuse

made up," he said of the "get-rich-
quick scheme."

As Stamos watched and listened
from the front row, defense attor-
ney Sarah Henderson said Coss
and Sippola were "in over their
heads" but didn't commit a crime.

"What happens to the pictures?
I don't know the answer to that. I
wish I did," Henderson told the
jury, adding that it would be a
"stretch.. to believe Coss and
Sippola ‘ve!thl craft a scheme but
have nethin,, sell to Stamos or
the tablH-
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Hank Cochran, left, smiles with Willie
Nelson, right

Singer,
74, dies

By Joe Edwards
ASSOCIATED PRESS WRITER

NASHVILLE, Tenn.— Hank
Cochran, a consummate song-
writer who composed a string of
country hits including "Make the
World Go Away" for Eddy
Arnold, died Thursday. He was
74.

Martha E. Moore, his publi-
cist, said Cochran died at his
home in Hendersonville north of
Nashville. He had been in declin-
ing health in recent years, and
suffered an aortic aneurysm in
March. He was diagnosed with
pancreatic cancer two years
ago.

He co-wrote the following No.
1 hits: Patsy Cline's "I Fall to
Pieces"; George Strait's "Ocean
Front Property"; and "Set 'em
Up Joe" by Vern Gosdin.

By Anthony McCartney
ASSOCIATED PRESS WRITER

domestic violence allegations had
expanded. "I'm not going to get
into why they're there," he said.

Attorneys for Gibson and ex-
girlfriend Oksana Grigorieva did
not speak to reporters after the
hearing. The former couple are
involved in a disputeover custody
arrangements of their 8-month-
old daughter.

He did not say how many record-
ings were included or how long
they were.

LOS ANGELES Detectives
investigating Mel Gibson for a
possible domestic violence case
have received audio recordings
from a court deciding the actor-
director's child custody case,
authorities said Thursday.

Sheriff's spokesman Steve
Whitmore said CDs were turned
over duringa closed session in the
custody case. The hearing was
attended by several sheriff's
investigators, including detectives
who look in possible child abuse.

Whitmore declined to say
whether the investigation into

It is unclear whether the
recordings include those that
have been posted by the celebrity
website RadarOnline.com. The
site has posted more than 20 min-
utes of recordings of arguments
between a man who sounds dis-
tinctly like Gibson and a woman
identified by the site
Grigorieva.

The case is sealed and all pro-
ceedings have been done in closed
session.

Gibson's criminal attorney,
Blair Berk, also attendedthe hear-
ing.

Detectives are looking into aJk'
gations that Gibson harmed
Grigorieva during a January con-
frontation. He said he does not
know when the case would be
turned over to prosecutors.

Whitmore said detectives will
now work to authenticate the
recordings released by the court.
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He also wrote the No. 1 hits:
"Don't You Ever Get Tired of
Hurting Me" by Ronnie Milsap;
"He's Got You" by Cline and
Loretta Lynn and Want to Go
With You" by Arnold.

Moore said Cochran's close
friends Billy Ray Cyrus, Jamey
Johnson and Buddy Cannon vis-
ited him Wednesday night and
they sang songs together.

Cochran said recently: "I'm
sure thankful to be where I am,
and that the good Lord has run
enough songs thrpugh me that
I'm seriously satisfied with. As
long as he keeps giving them to
me, I'm going to try to do some-
thing with them."

Gibson and Grigorieva pose at a
m -miere in Pans.
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THE SMOKING RESEARCH Lab
at Penn State University is looking
for smokers to participate in a paid
research study. Earn up to $5O for
completing the study. Must be 18-
45 years old, smoke on a daily
basis, and willing to NOT smoke for
12 hours. Must also be willing to
refrain from using alcohol and
recreational drugs for 24 hours. For
more information. contact Jackie
Gardner at (814) 867-2333

rL T' FENDERS WANTED UP to
_ • „IA / No experience neces-
:: aitriing provided. 800-965-

i_-xt 284
APARTMENT 1 BEDROOM
furnished on College A•ve
deposit covered. For morn ~,`,

Tony at 724-714-5498

1 1/2 BEDROOM availabli, Aug.st
Ist. 1 block from campus_ Call D-Jr,
237-3329

RETIRED DOCTOR needs
th car to do various odds
Cat 231-2012

ARE SEEKS PART-time per-
‘.th knowledge and experience

-,with and fitness. This
veekend position teams

z., 6,her health care profes-
,,als ,n our Centre Hall clinic and

tes wellness in our communi-
',, Pl=3,e call 814-364-3290

CELK:NG PROMOTIONAL GIRLS
n,:nr,sent and promote wine and

at various bars andq brands
~,,,,;:,rants

XBOX 360 REPS wanted. Xobx
360 has launched a revolutionary
new platform, Kineet, and we're
looking for campus ambassadors to
promote it, Apply now at
http://www.repnanon.com/xbox

in State College. Must
e nights and weekends

1-_-_penoable highly motivated. out-
going 21+ girls apply

romonons@charmer-sunbettcom

AVAILABLE SUMMER/FALL, park-
ing one block to Kinko's and PSU,
behind Greyhound, near the
Graduate, 235-3662 (24/7), 777-
1114 (evening/weekend).

FALL SEMESTER PARKING $225
1 block from campus. Call Don
237-3329.

PARKING FOR FALL. Two blocks
from campus. $6OO for 12 months.
Call 814-571-0240.

PARKING SPACES FOR 2010-11,
West end of campus
www psuhouses com for locations
and rates 814-238-6656

PARKING SPACES FOR rent:
Downtown parking avail. Summer
or Fall. Locations and prices vary.
ContactAssociated Realty Property
Mgmt 814-231-3333
www.arpm.com

YEARLY PARKING SPOTS avail-
able starting 8/15/2010, 414-420 S.
Pugh Street, 125 and 130 N. Gill
Street 814-238-1088.
www.parkingstatecollege com

rM.NTnk7TV7I
FEMALES OWN ROOM. Share
house with four other females, two
blocks from campus, includes all
utilities, $520/month. One year
lease. Call 814-238-3013


