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Ex-Lion Anderson
succeeding in pros

By Emily Kaplan
COLLEGIAN STAFF WRITER

“Of course I wonder
what would have

For much of the Nittany Lions i
match against Ohio State on hap P ened if I Stay_ ed.
Sunday afternoon, a visitor sat in But I try not to think

the top row — and
couldn’t sit still.
Matt Anderson MEN'S
was shifty, contin- VOLLEYBALL
ually rearranging =———— _ — -
his legs, his lanky
6-foot-10  frame
clearly uncomfort-
able in the con-
straining bleach-
ers of Rec Hall.
Anderson’s
comfort zone is on
the court, where
he spent three
dominant seasons

about it.”
' Matt Anderson
crmer Penn State outside hitter

Korean League's offseason in
State Coliege visiting his former
teammates — seems to have few
regrets.

~(3f course I wonder what would
have happened if I stayed,” said
Anderson, who will spend the rest
of his summer with the U.S.
Nationa! Team in Europe at the
World Championships. “But I try

Anderson
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as the Penn State men's vollevball
team’s premier player. As a junior
in 2008 — when he was named the
AVCA National Co-Player of the
Year — the outside hitter helped
steer the program to its second
national championship.

But just two months after
Anderson and Lions mugged fov
the cameras in celebration of thei
upset of West Coast power
Pepperdine in the NCAA chamipi-
onship match, the West seneca.
N.Y, native made a surprisiug
announcement. He had sighed a
two-year, six-figure contract with

the Hyundai Capital Skywalkers of

the Korean League and would
forgo his senior season at Penn
State.

ot to think about it. It was a deci-
sion T made. And it was a really
hard decision. but now I am
focused on my professional
career.”

Vollevbali-wise, Anderson's pro-
fezsional career is going exactly
as pianned. In his debut season.
e recorded 2.9 kiils per set on 419
sutting in leading the Skywalkers
11y o first-place finish in the regular
SEASON.

“in the court. he's been doing
great.” said his mother, Nancy
Anderson. “He knew what he
~isnied up for, and he knew he was
sut there to have good seasons.
it the culture is a lot different
out there. and 1 think that was
harder than he thought.”

Hall's South Gym. In his three vears at Penn State, Anderson tallied

player of the year in 2008. Anderson left after his junior season to pia. -

: Heitaam (ol

iegian

ce March 16 in Rec

s named naticnal co-
 Capital Skywalkers.

"It’s volleyball 24 7" Anderson celebrity status in South Korca. it when Anderson returned to
said. After matches. girls will bring % g State dast week he was just
The tea Anderson presents — eveivthing Aot from upsiate New

players in their 30s who are mar-
ried and have children -- lives
together in a dorm-like facility. If a
player wants to do something
socially. he must first clear it with
the team’s officials. And
Anderson. who speaks very little
Korean. has an interpreter along-
side him wherever he goes.

from embroidered sweatshirts o
flowers to his favorite foods.

One time, Nancy Anderson )‘L :
received a letter from a younc
female fan that said. “Thank vou
for sharing your son with us.”

“It's a little weird sometimes’
Nancy said. “The first time [ weni
out there, people kept taking pic
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N oomf, personali-

16 Ree Hadto practice
th the ¢

aurrent team
stay Jiong. as per

e 15 quicker and
tier” coach Mark

st he was still the

It’s been almost two years since The sport is a business-like
his startling jump from Happy operition in Korea.
Valley to Hyundai, and Anderson {< 4ll about unity, regimens
— who spent the first week of the Tise xphne

“Super Matt”
arid d

But, of course, there are the
perks. Anderson.
by his adoring
Skywalker fans,

nicknamed

has gained future in-laws.””

By Kevin Kline
COLLEGIAN STAFF WRITER

Whenever Nick Grant has a bad day in
the gvm, the freshman knows Matt
Albrecht will soon be there to pick up his
mood. _

“He always comes up
and slaps me on the chest MEN'S
i and goes, ‘Smile, buddy,” ” GYMNASTIC
I Grant said. “and it gets me ===
;. going.”
| Asone of the more vocal gymnasts on the
team, and with several of his fellow upper-
classmen battling injuries throughout the
vear, Albrecht has had to step into a bigger
leadership role this season.

But the junior hasn't been able to totally

avoid the injury bug himself. As a concussion

meets this season, Albrecht continued to
give his teammates advice from the bench
during meets, with his cheers often loud
enough to be heard throughout Rec Hall.

“We have a lot of guys who are reserved
| and quiet. and Matt can be that way, but
' he's certamly not opposed to getting excit-
| ed and letting his emotions be worn on his
i sleeve,” coach Randy Jepson said. "He's
n just got a big personality, and he’s a great
guy to have around.”

Matt Albrecht competes in the I"n;,l“ bar
Penn State’s meet Saturday at Rec Hali.
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Blast Off with Space
Grant Scholarships
and Fellowships

Sylvia Stein Memorial
~Undergraduate Scholarship
$4.000 awards will be given to advanced

undergraduate Penn State students studying
science, mathematics. engineering, or technology.

NASA Space Grant Graduate
Research Fellowship

+ Two-vyear fellowships in the amount of $5,000
er year will be awarded to eighteen Penn State
graduate students.

To apply. please visit http://pa.spacegrant.org
For additional information, email
spacegrant(@psu.edu or call 814-865-2535

Students must he U.S. citizens. All eligible
students are invited 1o apply, with award
emphasis on, but not limited to,
the following colleges: Earth and
Mincral Sciences, Education,
Engineering, Health and Human
Development, Liberal Arts, and
Eberly College of Science.
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Albrecht brings positive attit:c

Despite collegiate gymnastics being
mainly a team sport. there is still plenty of
focus on individual routines, which leaves
many opportunities for the gymnasts i¢
become dejected with their performances.

And with 10 true freshmen on the team
this season, the need for an optimistic older
teammate like Albrecht is especially impor-
tant.

“Sometimes these guys get down on
themselves, and it's good to keep the
atmosphere positive and looking toward
the future.” Albrecht said.

“If you work happy. then you get better
outcomes.”

This season is just Albrecht’s second
competitive season. He arrived at Penn
State from Canada after turning 21 and had
to exhaust a year of eligibility under NCAA
rules. He is a sophomore academically but
4 junior in eligibility.

His workload increased this year, as he’s
regularly competed in five events in each
meet. In Saturday's loss at home to
Oklaboma. Albrecht set career highs on
floor exercise. pommel horse and parallel
bars.

With a year under his belt and getting
used to the rigors of the American colle-
giate gvmnastics season, Albrecht’s
improvement in year two has coincided

tures of me and my husband. 1
swore I was going to see them on
the Internet with the caption. A

as in our gvm.

o,

exk3049@psu.edu

fh o e oi it has battled
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catied upon a little
sertorm,.” Jepson
~ - 2o handle that
ot ena ost vear”

i being Warren
2 rosn of injuries and is
s eion. Albrecht will
nior on next year's
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Albrecit knows he may be the leading
candidate. hat whether or not he earns the
captain bl ont change his role on the
team. .
“I'r definteiy looking to be a leader
again next vt 'zwr I be captain or

vuted team cap-
.+ hixcemmnmates, as they

o0 returning from the
“ip~ i tour weeks,

not.” Albrech The caplainrole is just
a poxitior Jwavs like to be a guy
that vhe cov
For Grast ihe deoraon will be easy when
[OIRYUI

It comes o
~It thow
vote for, it

o be one person that I'd
” Grant said.

definitely be him
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nen renorier kwk5069@psu.edu

AUDITION SIGN-UPS
March 30 - 31 12-1 pm

Contest sign-ups will take place from 12

1st Floor HUB

Penn State
Athletics

Collggian (5>

pm-1pm on Tuesday March 30, 2010 and

Wednesday March 31. 2010. Sign-ups will take place in the HUB-Robeson Center. Entriex

will be limited to twenty 20 per day on a fir

take place Tues

- April 6. 2010 and Wednesday April

st come first serve basis. Vocal auditions will

7, 2010. Specific times of auditionx

‘will be provided at the time of sign-up. Auditions will be judged in private by four
predetermined individuals. All entries will be evaluated with the same criteria and
videotaped. Judges will select the top vocal videotaped performances to be posted on
www.gopsf.com with a link to the offical voting site www.psucollegian.com. Voting hegins

Monday. 10 at 8am and ends Friday, April 16th, 2010 at 4pm. The top e
(81 Idol contestants will compete in the HUB-Robeson Center April 19-22 in four
head-to-head competitions. The winner will be announced April 23 at a final perforamce
TBA. The winner will @ %300 cash prize, one free Domino’s pizza for a week for a
3 ¢ of textbooks from the Penn State Bookstore for the fall 2010 semester tif
the student senior they will receive a $300 Penn State Bookstore giftcard). Collegian
Inc. reserves the right to change rules and regulations at anytime. This contest is open to
Undergraduate Penn State <tudents enrolled at University Park. Employvees and athletes
of Penn State Athleticx and emplovees and staff members of Olleglan Ine. are not eligable
for the contest. Only vocal performances will be considercl? pm chase is neceszary to
enter. One performer per entrance. Only one entry per pers

receive




