he BCS prize may have been taken away at the last
minute, but the perfect consolation gift fell right into
Penn State’s lap.

Although the Nittany Lions were passed over by
the BCS (Bowl Championship Series) in favor of
Towa, they get to play one of the nation’s national
powers in LSU at 1 p.m. on Jan. 1, 2010, in the Capital

~ One Bowl at Florida Citrus Bowl Stadium.
** “You beat them, you can definitely get some
respect,” ESPN.com’s Adam Rittenberg said. “I think
definitely it’s probably not the game Penn State fans
wanted, but I think in the long run, it could be a good
deal”

Penn State enters the bowl season at No. 13 in the
BCS, one spot behind the Tigers. As such, while play-
ing in a BCS bowl would mean facing a top-10 team,
LSU may provide the best chance to make a state-
ment.

Not only is the Capital One Bowl typically the high-
est-rated non-BCS bowl — last year’s game was
even rated higher than the Orange Bowl — but the
tie-in with the SEC provides a perfect situation.

The Big Ten has taken a lot of criticism in recent
seasons regarding its competitiveness against the
SEC, especially with Ohio State’s defeats to Florida
and LSU in consecutive national title games in 2006
and 2007.

Regardless, former Penn State star and assistant
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coach Kenny Jackson isn't too concerned about con-
ference respect.

“No conference that is as big as the Big Ten needs
to fight for respect,” Jackson said. “The Big Ten
doesn’t have to worry; those ebbs and flows will hap-
pen each and every year There are good football
players everywhere.”

In terms of today’s football climate, Rittenberg had
a different take. He said the conference will be count-
ing on the Lions because it is the highest matchup of
Big Ten and SEC teams. Still, don’t expect the Capital
One Bowl to possibly overshadow the Orange Bowl
despite the higher-profile programs than Iowa and
Georgia Tech. The Orange has its own night and the
Capital One is one of five New Year’s Day games.

However, even though both teams came into the
season with top-10 rankings in the coaches’ poll and
have combined for five losses, the postseason cre-
dentials for both coaches rank among the best.

Joe Paterno is the all-time bowl wins leader with
23 and will try to avoid losing two straight bowl
games for the first time since 1975-76. He is also 8-5
against SEC teams, including winning six of the last
eight. LSU’s Les Miles is no slouch either, going 4-0
in bowls with the Tigers.

Jackson called Paterno a master when it came to
bowl preparation and added how he has the advan-
tage of no classes for his players for the first time
since the season started. He continued by adding
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that this is important because of the emphasis
Paterno and the rest of the league put on academics.

But perhaps nothing else proved to Jackson
Paterno’s ability to handle bowl games than how
Penn State bonds during such experiences. From
getting two-a-days and a lot of time that acts like
another spring practice, bowl preparation gives one
thing most teams don’t have during the season: time,
for practice and to bond.

“The freedom the kids get and discipline — you
don’t want any knuckleheads going down there and
acting like idiots,” Jackson said. “When you were old
enough, Joe made sure all the kids had cars, legal at
that time. The older guys would take us out at night,
show us around and we got a chance to bond.

“Some of the best experiences I ever had was with
my teammates at the Fiesta Bowl, driving around on
go-karts. We had a blast at the Fiesta Bowl — ablast.
I just wish I knew how to play golf then. I was so
young I didn’t understand. It's something that these
kids earn, I'm glad for them.”

To e-mail reporter. wms5012@psu.edu
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