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Mayor, author promotes book in State College
By Ricky Morales

COLLEGIAN STAFF WRITER

Not every small town mayor
gets a chance to pose with Justin
Timberlake, but then again, David
Bentkowski isn’t every small-town
mayor.

The youngest mayor in Ohio
elected for office in Seven Hills at
the age of 31 Bentkowski has
shaken hands with the likes of
Gwen Stefani, Kevin Costner and
Wesley Snipes, all for the purpose
of publicizing his hometown.

Now he’s touring around the
country to promote his book, “The
Power of the Proclamation,”
which chronicles his meetings
with more than 100 celebrities
whom he has given “proclama-
tions," or documents acknowledg-
ing their contributions to society.

Mayoral proclamations are typi-
cally filled with “a bunch of nice
words” and compliments,
Bentkowski said.

“You’d think I was giving them
gold, they’re so excited, but it’s
really just a piece of paper,” he
said.

Bentkowski’s stop in State
College on Tuesday was one of
several before his scheduled
appearances in Philadelphia and
New York City, where he will talk
about his book, released Nov. 4. He
met with local media while he was
on town for the book promotion.

Among his more interesting
encounterswas one with Flea, the
bassist for the Red Hot Chili
Peppers. Before meeting him,
Bentkowski was instructed to wait
for Flea in a hallway. He waited
while the bassist, dressed in only a
towel, paced in his dressingroom.

“It’s like we weren’t even
there,” he said. “He justkept walk-
ing back and forth naked.”

Another was with Norwegian
metal band Dimmu Borgir, who
accepted his proclamation on
behalf of Ozzy Osbourne. Despite
the band members’ dark appear-
ance they typically wear black
clothes and have body piercings
and tattoos he said theyturned
out to be nice people.

Several years later, the
Osbournes sold many of their
belongings to raise money for
charity. Bentkowski’s proclama-
tion was among the items sold.
The piece of paper sold for $375.

But the benefits go beyond the
dollar signs. He uses the photos to
get kids excited about govern-
ment when he gives lectures, and
he uses the proclamations to gain
publicity for his city.

“Usually a city is only in the
paper if it’s negative,” he said. But
because of his proclamations,
some of the smaller celebrities
have offered to play at local
events. Bentkowski acknowledged
the absurdity of his celebrity

meetings, calling them a gimmick.
“There wouldn’t be a paper in

the country who would want to
speak with me or profile Seven
Hills if I hadn’t done this,” he said.

But, as a younger man, he said
this is just part of his new
approachto politics.

Chris Matthews, executive may-
oral assistant and senior citizen
coordinator for Seven Hills, said
the publicity has done the city
good. Bentkowski is a young per-
son at heart, he said, mentioning
that the mayor still plays softball
with the guys and visits “hot
spots” around town.

“He thinks like he’s 21, as far as
his outlook on life goes,”
Matthews said.

State College’s mayor-elect
Elizabeth Goreham thinks
Bentkowski’s proclamations are a
great idea, although she hasn’t
thought to use them as he has.

“We do that in State College, but
generally it’s for local activities
and celebrating the achievements
of our local citizens,” she said.

She doesn’t know what
Bentkowski is trying to promote in
Seven Hills each town and
celebrity is different. But she
doesn’t rule out using proclama-
tions in State College.

“If it’s successful, then maybe
we’ll try it,” she said.

To e-mail reporter: rams4oo@psu.edu

Courtesy of David Bentkowski
David Bentkowski, a mayor from Ohio, poses with Justin Timberlake;
one of the many he has given a proclamation to. A proclamation is a
document acknowledging a person’s contributions to society. Bentkowski
was in State College to promote his book “Power of the Proclamation."
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SILENT EAGLE SAILPLANE
Rides, www.lockhaveneagle.com ONLY ONE APARTMENT left for

Fall 2010. Located on West
College. Starting at $1,005.00 for
three people plus electric, cable,
internet. Parking additional. Call
814-360-5010 between BAM and
SPM.

TOWNHOUSES FOR RENT 2
miles north of campus behind
Sheetz. 3 bedrooms 1 1/2-2 1/2
baths. Need 3 renters
375.00/mo/person. 12 month
lease 8/2010 thru 7/31/11 Also
need one or two tenants to fill units
with an existing PSU tenant. Call
Greg at 717-495-9465. Visit us at
www.facebook.com/RentPSU

ARPM NOW LEASING for Fall
2010. Reserve your apt today.
No lines. Efficiencies, 1,2 and 4
bedroom apartments still avail-
able. For the widest variety of
styles, prices and locations in
town contact Associated Realty
Property Management 456 East
Beaver Avenue. 814-231-3333.
www.arpm.com

FOR RENT
1 BEDROOM APARTMENTS
available. Walk to campus.
Parking included. (814) 689-
7028. www.pennaironline.com

PENN TOWER APARTMENTS
available school year 2010-2011
Call 803-418-0418.

BED AND BREAKFAST 14 miles
from State College. Entire house
S5O per person per night. 814-
360-3466.

CIGARETTE SMOKERS NEED-
ED for Research Studies. The
Smoking Research Lab at Penn
State University is looking for
smokers to participate in paid
research studies. Must be 18-45
years old, smoke on a daily
basis, and willing to NOT smoke
for 12 hours. Must also be willing
to refrain from using alcohol and
recreational drugs for 24 hours.
For more information, contact
Jackie Gardner at (814) 867-
2333.

SPACIOUS 2 AND 3 bedroom
townhomes, and great 1 bed-
room apartments. Now renting
for Fall 2010. They're moving
fast! Don't delay... Secure your
reservation before they're gone.
Rent includes free cable, free
high speed internet & Cata bus
passes for every roommate
Copper Beech Townhomes 814
867-2323 or visit
www.cbeech.com EXPERIENCED FARM LABOR

ERS and/or milkers wanted
immediately. Flexible schedules.
Weekends a plus. Ask for Lori.
814-360-2069.

FALL 2010. UPSCALE

8 BEDROOM HOUSE through
studios available for 2010/2011
Check our website www.rentwest

houses/apts behind N. Barnard,
one block from Kinko's and cam-
pus, newly built or remodeled,
petless, unfurnished, yearly

sidevillage.com for availability
and info. 814-234-1707.

AVERY LARGE four bedroom
apartment for 6 persons next to
the Atherton Hotel. Two baths,
porch, hardwood floors. Heat
included. Starts June. No pets
237-3000 leave message.

lease. Rent includes
heat/water/TV cable/internet,

STUDIOS 1,2 and 3 bedroom
apartments. Only minutes from
Downtown and Campus. Fitness
center, Swimming pool. PC lab &

more. Free cable and internet in
every bedroom. All utilities includ-
ed in your rent Parkway Plaza
Apartments 814-238-3432 or
online at www.parkwayplaza.com
Renting for Fall 2010 now. Don't
wait. Call today for best selec-
tion.

GET PAID TO take notes! Email
your course listing and a brief
description about yourself to
psu@sharenotes com Start earn-
ing today 1

cooling, dishwasher, on-site laun-
dry (1) 7 bedrooms. 2-bath, 2-
kitchen, $4270/7 persons; (2) 8
bedrooms, 2-bath, $4995/9 per-
sons ($5295/10). www.col-
legium.net 235-3662 (24/7).

FREE IST MONTH rent! Sublet
1 bedroom of 4 at State College
Park. Furnished. $412/month;
Call after 1 p.m. 610-670-5364.
Start Jan. 1.

WANT IN? NOW leasing for
2010-2011. Located 1/2 block

LOOKING FOR YOUR own bed-
room in an upscale building one
block from campus? Applications
still being accepted for fall occu-
pancy in Campus Tower, Centre
Court, and Bryce Jordan Tower.
Apply today. Associated Realty
Property Management. 456 E.
Beaver Ave 814-231-3333.
wwwarpm.com

LOOKING FOR PART time
kitchen help, multiple restaurants
in State College area, to learn
more apply for this position at
www.dantesinc com/
employment.htm or call our toll
free job line at 888-397-5176from campus. Covered parking

available. Stop by and sign your
lease today. 814-231-9000.

PARKING
SPACESFOR SALE

1999 JEEP GRAND Cherokee
Laredo. $5900 080. 110.000
miles, 4 wheel drive, great condi
tion. Call 724-759-0192.!<e
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AVAILABLE NOW/SPRING.
PARKING one block to Kinko's
and PSU, behind Greyhound,
near the Graduate. 235-3662
(24/7) 777-1114 (evening/week-
end)
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INTERNATIONAL OPPORTUNITY FAIR
November 18th, 1-4 PM

Heritage Hall, HUB
www.international.psu.edu

HELP
WANTED

ON CAMPUS ROOMS for rent in
spring 2010 in fraternity house.
Single or double occupancy.

CHILD CARE NEEDED for 15
mo old for spring semester. Must
be available MA/V/F 8.30AM-
-3:3OPM. Infant/toddler experi-
ence and references required
Email wnpearson@ma-LLC com

CONVENIENT LOCATION
PARKING available. 520 E.
Calder Way. 814-238-3456.
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Unfurnished. Utilities included.
Parking available. Membership
not required. Males only. Contact
nelsonnittany@aol.com

SUBLET 1
BEDRM

SUBLET 1 BEDROOM in 3 bed-
room house with 2 otherfemales.

1 block from campus
S4OO/month includes utilities.
Begining January 2010 Call
now’ 267-718-2973.

SUBLET
APARTMENT FOR SPRING
2010 in the Meridian 5 minutes
from campus, shared large bed-
room JDKsl26@psu edu or call
Jonathan at 215-435-0017 for
more info

HOUSE NEEDS ROOMMATE
spnng/summer 2010 Gill Street
Your own bedroom 1 Contact Tom
tamso33@psu edu or 610-202-
5841

STUDIO APARTMENT-
SPRING/Summer Sublet - Penn
Tower Building. 1/2 block from
campus' (412) 952-4319

WANT TO
RENT

NON-SMOKING. NON-drinking.
quiet and respectful female look-
ing for apartment close to cam-
pus Local references available.
Leave message at 610-349-
8784


