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by students at Penn State

Board explores options, faces cuts

By Peter Panepinto
COLLEGIAN STAFF WRITER | ppp5017@psu.edu

With the Board of Trustees meeting
just three days away and without a
finalized state budget to guide them,
Penn State officials are scrambling to
prepare for the meeting that will ulti-
mately set tuition for next year.

Facing the proposal of severe budg-
et cuts, Penn State President Graham
Spanier wrote in an e-mail the univer-
sity is developing different budget sce-
narios and hoping that the state budg-
et materializes by Friday.

“At this time, Penn State’s appropri-
ation, budget and tuition are up in the

air,” Spanier wrote.
“We have had late
appropriations
before, but the £
magnitude of the
cuts proposed
recently by the
Governor put us in
an especially pre-
carious  position
this year.”

Aside from
tuition costs, the Board of Trustees
meeting in New Kensington, Pa., will
address Penn State’s operating budget
for the 2009-10 fiscal year, the status of
major construction programs and

Spanier

scholarship revi-
sions. Spanier,
among others, is
brainstorming
plans based on
Rendell’s current
budget proposal as
the state budget

;{I

awaits finalization.
Spanier wrote 4
that if a resolution Rendell

is not finalized in
Harrisburg by Friday, he will propose a
contingency plan at the meeting so the
university can begin the fiscal year
with a workable budget.

Gov. Ed Rendell’s spokesperson

Chuck Ardo said the current budget
proposal remains intact, and there
haven’t been any changes made yet.

“The budget is still being reviewed
by the [state] administration,” Ardo
said. “Penn State will have to make the
best decision they can with the infor-
mation they have.”

Ardo said in the past the state budg-
et has been a bit late, and is not antici-
pating an early end to the impasse.

Jake Corman, R-Centre, said he
doesn’t think the finalized state budget
will be any worse than the proposal
and he can't speculate on when the
budget will be set.

“In the past Penn State has been

treated much better,” Corman said.
“There is a chance it can be much bet-
ter than what the governor is propos-
ing.”

Penn State Spokesperson Lisa
Powers said university officials are
recalculating their figures and trving
to figure out where they stand.

“Without specific numbers it's very
challenging, and the scenario for state
funding is not a good one,” Powers
said. “We are bracing for more finan-
cial challenges.”

Powers said this isn't the first time
the university had to prepare for a
Board of Trustees meeting without a
finalized state budget.
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Pennsylvania Festival of the Arts.
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Phil Leedy positions a ladder as he prepares to fix a stage on Allen Street in preparation for this weekend's Central

Sustainability

By Jesse Hein
COLLEGIAN STAFF WRITER | jvh5015@psu.edu

Green efforts at Penn State have
found a place to take root with the
creation of the university’s new
departmental office for
Sustainability Programs.

Erik Foley began work May 4 as
the manager for the newly created
Sustainability Programs office, said
Paul Ruskin, o o
custodial servic- 7 A
es coordinator
for the Office of
Physical Plant.

The depart-
ment aims to
increase the uni-
versity’s efficien-
cy, particularly »
when it comes to Foley
energy usage —

a mission Foley is certain will yield
financial benefits.

“There’s something about eco-
nomic hard times, which force you
to look at that waste, where in good
economic times you can ignore that
stuff,” Foley said.

“We have all this data, but until
we’ve been squeezed economically,
we never had the incentive to look
close enough.”

The electricity bill for Penn
State’s University Park campus is
about $24 million per year, or rough-

a PSU focus

ly $2 million every month. Ruskin
said.

Reductions in usage of electricity
would free up funding that could be
used for other things.

“Efficiency would translate to a
leaner organization that would
accomplish the same job using
fewer funds,” Ruskin said.

Foley cited, as a successful effi-
ciency exercise, the recent emer-
gency electricity reduction test.

During the test Allegheny Power
requested that all Penn State work-
ers unplug unnecessary appliances
for one hour.

The power saved during that
hour was equivalent to the energy
usage for all of Beilefonte.

The opportunity to work with the
already-active student environmen-
tal groups on campus is something
Foley seemed to express great
interest in.

By partnering with them, he
hopes to form a program to lower
energy usage at University Park.

“It’'s gonna be a ‘No Light Switch
Left Behind’ program,” Foley said.

Foley plans to work with students
to help them realize the impact
their daily activities have on energy
uses and, ultimately, the environ-
ment.

Carlo Sica (senior-physical and
environmental geography). presi-

See SUSTAINABILITY, Page 2.
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the death penalty in court.

Man charged with drug possession

By Kevin Cirilli
COLLEGIAN STAFF WRITER | knc5063@psu.edu

A Boalsburg man is in prison on $25,000
bail after police say he trespassed in a Penn
State student’s apartment Sunday night
and on a previous occasion, and was found
later that Sunday with 138 ecstasy pills and
14.6 grams of marijuana.

Police say 20-year-old Zachariah J.
Johnson was found in the living room of a
female Penn State student’s 400-block of S.
Atherton Street apartment Sunday night
after reportedly entering through a window
for the second time in two days.

Johnson entered through the apartment
window looking for his girlfriend, who is a
resident of the apartment and was not there
during either of the incidents, according to
court documents.

On the occasion Sunday night, the female

who called authorities
left through the fire
escape after Johnson
told her he was not going
to leave, according to the
affidavit.

As police were on
their way to the scene,
Johnson exited through
the fire escape and fled
the apartment, police
said.

That’s when another police officer heard
the reports and spotted Johnson, according
to court documents.

With police car emergency lights activat-
ed, the officer stopped Johnson while he
was heading southbound on Atherton
Street, police said. ‘

When Johnson reached his right hand
into his pocket after being asked to place his

Johnson

hands on the hood of the car, the officer
pulled a firearm, police said.

Johnson, 316 Lamp Post Lane, was hand-
cuffed .and taken to Centre County
Correctional Facility and is charged with
two felony counts of possession of con-
trolled substance with intent to deliver, two
misdemeanor counts of knowingly possess-
ing drugs and one count of criminal tres-
pass, according to court documents.

Johnson’s preliminary hearing has yet to
be scheduled, according to Centre County
court officials.

The female told police Johnson had also
been in the apartment alone on the Fourth
of July at about 8 p.m., according to court
documents.

Johnson told police he was going to
smoke the marijuana himself and would not
say to whom he was planning to give the
ecstasy, police said.

instrumentalist for the act. The group primarily performs
music from 10 to 20 years ago, including samplings from
Broadway musicals such as Dream Girls and Chicago, he
said.

“Some of the people who come to see us say ‘Wow, that
sounds just as well if not better than the real performers,’ ”
said Lesly Hale, vocalist for the group.

Lesly Hale makes the performance exciting by leaving the
stage during the show to interact with the audience, Parks
said. Some acts have quality work but lack good stage pres-
ence, he said.

“She’s got both: a wonderful voice and she’s a great per-
former,” Parks said.

Parks is retired and spends three months out of the year
in south Florida vacationing. This year, he was at a dinner
dance where Cahlua & Cream performed. and he enjoyed
the group so much he offered to fund its trip if the group
came to State College to perform.

“They said ‘yes,” so I thought, ‘OK, this might be fun.’ I'm
retired and I really enjoy music. I just wanted to do some-
thing fun,” Parks said.

One of the establishments that Parks frequents in Florida
has a dinner dance every week, and tickets are usually easy
to come by, he said, but tickets for Cahlua & Cream have sold
out in 30 minutes.

Both Don and Lesly have performed for nearly 25 years, -
after meeting at Ithaca College School of Music when each
was in a different band, Don Hale said.




