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Group dances to beat of different drum
By Amanda Bricker

FOR THE COLLEGIAN

Though only 14 voices, the
room suddenly fills with the
sound of their song.

Then the drums come in with a
rhythmic pulse, as they invite the
dancers to begin their dance.

With music, dance, theatrical
performances and a whole lot of
spirit, the NOMMO Performing
Arts Company brings a bit of
African culture to Penn State.

President Christina Martinez
said the word "nommo" trans-
lates loosely into the idea of a
seed. NOMMO hopes to use this
idea to plant an appreciation for
black culture in Central Pennsyl-
vania.

"It's just a creative way to say
it," she said.

Creative is an understatement.
NOMMO is notyour typical dance
group.

"Each dance has a different
meaning of something that hap-
pened years ago in Africa," Mar-
tinez said.

Every part of the performance
is essential in telling a story, she
added.

The group NOMMO performs its routine in the White Building

floor is almost as distinct as the
rhythm of the drums.

young woman's initiation into a
group. The young woman is
accepted by how well she dances.

Nesha Christian-Hendrickson,
former NOMMO president,
danced with the group for four
years before graduating last
spring.

The rhythm section and
dancers unite as one to tell that
story

All motion is carried out with a
near effortless power as the
bright greens, reds, golds and
purples of their wrap-around
skirts flash brilliantly.

"When you are playing, it's like
your ancestors are speaking
through the drums," Martin said.
"So you dance out of respect for
them. That's why you give all
your energy"

One of NOMMO's more popu-
lar dances, called Mendiani, is an
upbeat dance.

Martinez said it represents a

"Drums and rhythm have a
conversation with the dancers,"
said head drummer Jeff Martin.

"When things are going well,
it's a beautiful conversation," he
added.

Often in the middle of a dance,
she would yell out in what is
known as an African call.

Christian-Hendrickson said
such calls are used for inspiration
and to encourage the dancers. No
one can really teach you how to
call. "Whatever you feel just
comes out," she said.

Originally, all of the NOMMO
members were of African-Ameri-
can decent, Christian-Hendrick-
son added, but now they have
diversified to include anyone with
a love for African dance and
rhythm.

As a non-audition group,
NOMMO welcomes new mem-
bers.

The performance is dramatic,
yet focused.

The dancers' arms fly above
their heads then sweep the
ground while the sound of their
bare feet pounding the hardwood

Rehearsals are 6 to 8 p.m. Mon-
day and Wednesday in 132 White
Building and 10am. to 2 p.m. Sat-
urday in 113 White Building.

"It is a family atmosphere,"
said Martinez. "Just come to a
practice."
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Allen Street Grill, 100 W. College Ave., will feature Bill Filer and
Magic Hat beer. Specials include $1 Miller Lite drafts and happy
hour from 10 p.m. to midnight with half-priced well liquor (231-
4745).
Bar Bleu, 114 S. Garner St., will feature Karaoke with Jackie 0.
Specials include happy hour from 9 to 11 p.m. and $5 Yuengling
Lager pitchers until midnight (237-0374).
Cafd 210 West, 210 W. College Ave., will feature J.R. & Katie at
7 p.m. and Maxwell Strait at 10 p.m. Specials include $2 10 oz.
Captain and Cokes and $5 32 oz. liquor pitchers from 11 a.m.
to midnight, a Coors Light draftfeature and happy hour starting
at 10 p.m. (237-3449).
Crowbar, 420 E. College Ave., will feature Velveeta at 10:30
p.m. Specials include nickel well drinks and nickel drafts from
10 p.m. to midnight and $3.95 Miller Lite pitchers from 8 p.m.

to midnight (237-0426).
Lion's Den, 118 S. Garner St., will feature Renaissance
Entertainment at 10 p.m. Specials include $1 Miller High Life
pitchers from 8 p.m. to close, $1 iced teas from 10 p.m. to mid-
night, and $1 Captain and Cola from 8 p.m. to midnight (237-
5081).
The All American Rathskeller, 108 S. Pugh St., will feature
Brian Lubrecht at 10:30 p.m. Specials include $2 any flavor
Bacardi and mixers and happy hour from 10 p.m. to midnight
(237-3858).
The Arena, 1521 Martin St., will feature $2 frozen margaritas
until midnight and happy hour from 8 to 10 p.m. (237-8833).
The Darkhorse Tavern, 128 E. College Ave. will feature half-
priced happies from 10 p.m. to midnight and $3.75 Labatt Blue
pitchers from 5 p.m. to midnight (237-0490).
The Gingerbread Man, 130 Hiester St., will feature Scott
Mangene at 10:30 p.m. Specials include $3 Vodka and Red
Bulls, $2.50 Michelob Light pitchers, $4 Samac Lager, Michelob
Ultra and Bud Light pitchers, $2.75 Sam Adams and Sierra
Nevada pints, $2 Dr. McGillicuddy's Mentholmints, $2.50 Cherry
Busters and Smirnoff Cocktails, $5.50 32 oz. Bacardi
Hurricanes and happies from 10 p.m. to midnight (237-0361).
Zeno's, 100 W. College Ave., will feature Kid Bismark at 10 p.m.
Specials include liquor deals 9 p.m. to 1 a.m., half-priced drafts
from 10 p.m. to midnight and a Heineken special all day (237-
2857).

To have an arts and entertainment event listed here, e-mail Arts
Editor Ann Doyle at aedlss@psu.edu two days in advance of the
event

GET AHEAD OR CATCH UP-
SUMMER COURSES GIVE YOU AN EDGE
Take the lead with
University of Pittsburgh Summer Sessions

The smartest way to spend your summer...
► Currently enrolled students
► Students from other colleges

or universties home for the summer
► Adults continuing their education

it University of Pittsburgh
4-week, 6-week, 12-week, or full-term sessions.
Courses from more than 100 academic departments
Small class sizes

PITTSBURGH
BRADFORD
GREENSBURG
JOHNSTOWN
TITUSVILLE

Affordable tuition rates

REGISTER FOR SUMMER CLASSES AT THE UNIVERSITY OF PITTSBURGH
FOURTH FLOOR, CATHEDRAL OF LEARNING • 412-624-6600 • WWW.SOLUTIONS.PITT.EDU/SUMMER

The Shell Gourami Business Challenge
August 8-13, 2005 • Palm Springs, California
Wrap up your summer internship with a week in Palm Springs!
Before the school year starts, before you begin to eat, sleep

d breathe your senior year, how about wrapping up your
.

•su"mmer of 2005 with us? We are offering the Gourami
Business Challenge, a unique, first-hand view for students to
see what the energy business is all about. During the
Challenge, you will be tasked with developing and presenting
a five-year business and technical plan for the long-term
stabilityof the company. Working with a team of talented
students and Shell staff, Gourami participants will gain insight
into out,company and our culture, experience the unique
cholleftes of working in the energy industry, and enjoy a .

week of camaraderie and networking. The issues are complex
and the deadlines demanding. You'll learn a lot, learn it fast
04 have fun. So, make plans to energize the end of yourq.stAiner by joining us at Gourami.

fott*hrtical and commercial degrees, you must be inyour
jurikwyear of your undergraduate studies with a minimum
oh\ of 3.5. For students of Geology, Geophysics or Human
Resaisrces disciplines, you must be in graduate school and
vompleting your studies in Fall 2005 or Spring 2006.
lam'for Shea on your campus this spring to learn
awe camel this program or visit our website and
'apply fowl

For full-time
opportunities, we're
interested in hearing
heat students in the
haswing tradprtness

Chemical,
Pena hewn,

or Mechanical

Cloosciences, HR,

Supply (hobs

Shell, Companies in the U.S. ore equal opportunity employers

GRE GMAT LSAT
MCAT DAT OAT
PLAT TOEFL*

Receive a $lOO rebate when you
enroll in a Kaplan course

between March 1 and March 31,

Limited time offer!
Call or visit us online for more information or to enroll.

KAPLAN 1-800-KAP -TEST
kaptest.com/rebate

Higher test scores
guaranteed or
your money back

Test Prep and Admissions

•Test namesare registered trademarks of their respective owners. ••Conditions and restrictions apply. For complete guarantee eligibility requirements,
visit kaptestcom/hsg. The Higher Score Guarantee applies only to Kaplan TestPrep and Admissions courses taken and completes within the United States

and Canada. The Higher Score Guarantee does not apply to PCAT and TOEFL courses. tßebate restrictions apply. Must enroll between 3/1/05-3/31/05.
Visit kaptestcom/rebate for complete information.


