Renovations make big landings possible

Colleglan Photo/Dan Saelinger

Students in the Air Force ROTC step into an EC-130E plane yesterday.
The military plane was brought to the University Park Airport in Benner
Township by the 193rd Special Operations Wing from Harrisburg.

By BETH LUCAS
Collegian Staff Writer

A large military airplane landed
at the University Park Airport last
night, an event recently made pos-
sible because of airport renova-
tions. The renovations allowed
Penn State Air Force ROTC stu-
dents to see the plane, an Air Force
electronic cargo 130, which is one
of only six of its type in the Air
Force.

“I’'ve never seen one of these
myself,” said Col. Steven Paladini,
Penn State professor of aerospace
studies.

The large craft stood out among
the small piston and jet planes
which normally land at the airport.

These military planes are used in
information warfare, Paladini said.
This plane was able to land en
route to its regular course because
of the runway renovations. The
6,700-foot runway recently was
extended by 650 feet, allowing for
larger and heavier planes to land.

“Since the airport has a long
enough runway, (the visiting pilots)
said, ‘Why don’t we just fly (here)?’
” Paladini said.

The landing gave students an
opportunity to interact with the
plane’s crew, Paladini added.

“Cadets get to see (the plane),
talk to the crew,” Paladini said.
“It’s purely to showcase to our
cadets one piece of the Air Force.”

The Penn State football team also
has been affected by the runway
extension. Visiting teams now can

fly directly into State College
rather than taking a bus from
Williamsport or Harrisburg, said
Frank Rocco, Penn State’s assistant
athletic director.

Purdue University’s football
team flew to State College on a 727
full-size jet homecoming weekend,
the same type of jet the University
of Illinois’ team will use this week-
end.

Although it is currently in use,
the runway will not be finished
until Thanksgiving. It still needs to
be grooved in order to assure
water stays out of the gravel to
protect airplane tires from
hydroplaning.

General repairs also were made
to the runway.

“Basically, we have a whole new
runway here,” said Bob Dannaker,
the airport manager.

The pavement had not been
renewed for 20 years, which made
it weaken, holding only 60,000
pounds compared to the 110,000
pounds it now holds.

U.S. Airways Express, Northwest
Airlink and United Express main-
tain their previous 40 flights per
day, but the reinforced and extend-
ed runway has allowed for heavier
planes to take off, which means
more passengers may be allowed to
board the planes.

In 1997, there were 105,000
departures from the airport. This
year that number is expected to
increase to about 110,000. Cost of
the total construction at the airport
is projected at $22 million.
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THE DINER

OPEN 24 HOUR

126 W. College Ave.

All You Cag Eat’ .

Wednesday 5 pm-8pm|
Meat and Vegetarian Sauces 8
tossed salad, sour dough bread 3
comphmentary winewithID ¢

7:00 pm
Awarenes

Funded by UPAC and

Penn State Filipino Association

Presents

Jon Melegrito

Executive Director of the National Federation of
Filipino American Associations (NaFFAA)

Wednesday, Oct. 28th

*Come learn about Filipino history
and culture in celebration of Filipino

Co-sponsored by Asian Pacific American
Coalition (APAC) and Multicultural
Resource Center

10 Sparks

s Month!*

Student Activities Fees

... COLOR 5E

111 1/2 E. Beaver Ave.
238-1408
www.phyrst.com

Brackish Water Boys

Free wings during South Park £10-10:30)

Get the Inside Word
on Medical School
Admissions From

an Expert

FREE Informational Seminar with
Maria Loftus, J.D.

Former Assistant Dean of Admissions
University of California, San Diego School of Medicine

Wednesday, October 28, 5 pm

101 Chambers
Penn State, University Park Campus

Please Call to reserve your seat.
Attendees will be eligibie to enter a raffle for a free Kaplan MCAT course.

1-800-KAP-TESTY

www. kaplan.com

Sponsored by AED Pre-Medical Society.
ofthe A iation of H

' Medical Colleges.

RN Extraordinary

Jon Nakamatsu, the 1997
Van Cliburn International
Piano Competition winner,
performs with the Tokyo
String Quartet.

Wednesday,
October 28, 8 p.m.
Eisenhower Auditorium

863-0255

www.cpa.psu.edu

The world is turning to information.
That's why employers turn to the
University of Michigan School of
Information to find top talent.

From archives to the World Wide
Web, from next-generation librarianship
to information economics, St puts you in
touch with the training, tools, and
technology you'll need to excel.
Students from diverse academic back-
grounds — computers, humanities,
math, and social sciences — gain di-
rect access to our world-class faculty.

School of Information
University of Michigan
734.763.2285

IN DEMIAND

The dynamic two-year master’s program
develops your intuition about how

things will work

ing role.

Graduate Studies .n Information

WWW.si.umi

INFORM ATION

helps you employ your new insights
in some of the most progressive orga-
nizations in the corporate and
nonprofit sectors. Our innovative Ph.D.
program prepares you for a research
career in this growing field.
The information revolution is upon
us. Prepare yourself to take a lead-

in the future, then

ch.edu

Kirstie Cary of State College

CONGRATULATIONS TO THIS WEEK’S WINNER

and the
ally

present:

SBS.

right column.

contest.

be final.

Colleglan

$100

SBS gift certificate
given away weekly
Congratulations to previous winners!

How to Play:
Complete the entry form on right. Select the winners of each game and answer the
tiebreaker. Fill in the information at the bottom and drop off your entry at The Daily
Collegian office by 5 p.m. every Friday or at SBS by 5:30 p.m. every Friday.

1. The winner will be the person who chooses the highest number of winning
teams out of the 20 games. The winner will receive a $100 gift certificate from

2. Mark an “X” in the appropriate box indicating which team you think will win.
Games not marked will be considered a wrong selection. If you think the game
will end in a tie, place an “X” in the last column. Home teams appear in the

3. Employees, and their families, of SBS and Collegian Inc. are not eligible for the

4. Only one entry per person please. Additional official entry forms can be picked
up at The Daily Collegian or The Student Book 'store.

5. In case more than one person picks the most umber of winners a tiebreaker
will be used to determine the winner. If a tie still exists after the tiebreaker is
applied the gift certificate will be divided among the winners. All decisions will

6. Winners will permit Collegian Inc. and SBS to use their names and photos and
other pertinent information for news, advertising, and promotional purposes.
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I winois (J Penn State a Dl
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330 E. College Ave.

The Big Blue on the Comer!
www.thestudentbookstore.com

I All entries must be received at Collegian Offices
by 5 p.m. Friday or at SBS by 5:30 p.m. Friday |
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