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Ohio State bounced from No. 1 in BCS poll

By CHRIS MASSE
Collegian Staff Writer

For the last three months, Ohio
State has ruled the college football
world.

Back in August, the Buckeyes
were anointed the No. 1 team in
both the Associated Press and
ESPN/USA Today Coaches polls.
Since then, they have met all chal-
lengers and run through their first
séven games unscathed.

Suddenly, though, Ohio State’s
No. 1 rankings have taken on hol-
low significance.

Monday, the first-ever Bowl
Championship Series standings
were unveiled.

The BCS uses polls, computer
ratings, strength-of-schedule and
win-loss records, and it will deter-
mine which two teams will go to
the Fiesta Bowl Jan. 4 to play for
the national championship.

The surprise was that UCLA, not
Ohio State, was the No. 1 team. The

Bruins’ hold on the top spot means
they would be the first team select-
ed to go to the Fiesta Bowl. The
Buckeyes (7-0, 4-0 Big Ten) would
be the second choice. Being in the
second spot could prove harmful,
however, with unbeaten Tennessee
and Kansas State nipping at their
heels.

“I'm a little surprised. It seems a
little strange,” Ohio State coach
John Cooper said during yester-
day’s weekly Big Ten teleconfer-
ence. “We've been No. 1 in the AP
and the coaches polls, and I think
those are the two most important
ones. There’s a lot of football that

has to be played still. Let’s give
this thing a chance.”
Surging Michigan

Michigan is back in the top 25
after defeating Indiana 21-10 last
Saturday for its fifth straight win.
The victory was its 13th consecu-
tive in the Big Ten. The defending
national champions have not
dropped a conference contest since
losing to Penn State 29-17 Nov. 16,
1996.

The No. 22 Wolverines (5-2, 4-0)
have used stingy defense to sal-
vage their season after an 0-2 start
and put themselves in contention
for a second-straight Big Ten title.
In its last 14 quarters of football,
Michigan has allowed just 25 points
and one touchdown.

“Michigan is a team that is get-
ting better,” Indiana coach Cam
Cameron said. “I would not be sur-
prised to see them challenge for
the Big Ten title. They’re a team
that’s going to be real tough to
beat.”

Featured matchup

The Ohio State-Indiana tilt is the
Big Ten game of the week. Despite
posting a 3-4 record, the Hoosiers
have shown dramatic improvement
from last season and could provide
the Buckeyes with their toughest
test before battling Michigan Nov.
21.

Indiana freshman quarterback
Antwaan Randle El has breathed
life into the Hoosier attack and is
leading the team in both passing
and rushing. His ability to run
could give Ohio State’s defense
problems.

When these teams met two years
ago in Bloomington, Ind., Indiana
gave an unbeaten Buckeye team a
scare and led 10-7 heading into the
fourth quarter before falling 27-17.

“Without a doubt, Indiana is the
most improved football team I've
seen from one year to the next in
quite some time,” Cooper said.
“They’re impressive. This will be a
very competitive football game.”
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You think you know music?
Unscramble this singer.

Buy it. Sell it. Reserve it.

New releases from $11.88 and up
228 West College Avenue (next to Wendy's)
234-9044
Mon-Sat 10am-9pm  Sun 12-5pm

Last week’s answer: Beastle Boys
ALWAYS BUYING USED CDs

DISC GO LOUND ;'

(formerly Nittany Hot Springs)
hot tubs, massage, tanning & day spal

... 234-4383

511 E. Calder »
Gift Certificates Avail :
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Halloween
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IT’S 9:42 A.M., AND YOU’VE
ALREADY BEEN TO BOSTON,
BEIJING AND BERLIN.

@g Merrill Lynch

You're an Analyst at Merrill Lynch, one of the world’s
truly global financial services companies. From the
very beginning of your career, you gain exposure
to every facet of global finance. You have the
opportunity to work with senior managers
and professionals at all levels. And

JAM WED-SAT
ROCKIN' THE WEST

through our giobal training
program, you really get to
know the world of finance from
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a different perspective.

S/DE OF TOWN !

STOP IN FOR LUNCH.
DINNER, OR LATE NIGHT

Get The Edge On Fxams!

Experience the environment at Merrill
Lynch. It’s like no other. Friendly.
Personable. Cooperative. For such a large
organization, we offer an atmosphere of
camaraderie and teamwork that's truly unique.
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ADMJ 111.3  HDFS414.1 opportunities we have for Analysts. You'll exchange
ADMJ 2212  HDFS 4182 . . .
AM ST 100.1-3 HDFS 432 1 ideas with the best and the brightest. And talk about
AN SC001.1-4  HDFS 433.1 a future that promises to be as exciting as our past.
ANTH 045.1-12 HIST 001.1,2
ARCH210.1,2 HIST 002.1
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ARTH100.1  HIST 12012 Merrill Lynch is an Equal Opportunity Employer.
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