
Piazza drills a pair for streaking Dodgers
By ALAN ROBINSON
AP Sports Writer

PITTSBURGH The Pitts-
burgh Pirates finally learned how
to fill the left-field seats in Three
Rivers Stadium. They kept pitch-
ing to Mike Piazza.

Piazza hit two homers and
drove in six runs four in the
first two innings and the divi-
sion-leading Los Angeles Dodgers
continued jumping out to early
leads, winning 9-5 yesterday for
their 11th victory in 15 games.

Piazza had a run-scoring single
in a three-run first inning, then
hit the first pitch thrown in the
majors by Jason Johnson for a
three-run homer in the second.
He added his 31st homer of the
season in the ninth, a two-run
shot off Matt Ruebel measured at
456 feet that landed deep in the
third-level grandstands.

Los Angeles took three of four
from the Pirates to win the sea-
son series 9-2, outscoring them
66-32.

"Yeah, I'd have to say I'm
happy to see them leave town,"
Pirates manager Gene Lamont
said. "Sometimes you don't match
up well against a team. They can
put a lot of pressure on a defense
when their veterans at the top of
the lineup get on base."

The Dodgers' 1-2 batters had
nine hits Eric Young had four
and Otis Nixon had a career-high
five -- to jump start an offense
that has scored in the first inning
of its last four games and seven
of its last 10. The Dodgers have
batted .432 (19-of-44) in the first
inning of those 10 games.

Los Angeles scored four runs in
the first inning of a 6-4 victory
Tuesday, then added three more
Wednesday as Pirates starter
Steve Cooke (9-13) was lifted
after getting only three outs.

"That's why we got Eric Young
and Otis Nixon. We wanted those
guys with their speed to get on
base, create problems for the
other team and give Piazza, (Eric)
Karros and (Raul) Mondesi RBI
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Los Angeles Dodgers' catcher Mike Piazza crosses home plate in yesterday's 9-5 victory over the
Pittsburgh Pirates. Piazza hit a three-run homer in the second inning off Pittsburgh starter Steve Cooke.

opportunities," Dodgers manager
Bill Russell said. "When those
guys get on, you're going to score
a lot of runs and that's what hap-
pened on this (8-2) road trip."

The Dodgers were so happy
with their recent pickups of
Nixon and Young, they added out-

fielder Darren Lewis from the
White Sox after the game for a
player to be named. He will be
the utility outfielder replacement
for Roger Cedeno, who went on
the disabled list with a fractured
toe.

Nixon was hitting just .135
since joining the Dodgers until
receiving a phone call from for-
mer Pirates manager Harry
Walker, considered one of the top
hitting instructors in the game.

"I don't know why he called me.
It surprised me," said Nixon, who
worked with Walker in 1989. "It
was a back-to-basics thing.

"I guess he saw (Tuesday's)
game on TV, and he said,
'Remember what you did in 'B9?' I
took some of that with me. "

Piazza, the first Dodger to hit

at least 30 homers in three con-
secutive seasons since Duke
Snider (1953-57), was 8-for-14 and
reached base in 12 of 15 plate
appearances during the series.
He was 15-for-29 against Pitts-
burgh for the season.

Piazza made for a rough debut
for Johnson, who didn't arrive in
Pittsburgh until 90 minutes
before game time.

He rushed to the ballpark, put
on his uniform, went to the
bullpen and was told to start
throwing.
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Earn up to $350
Normal-weight WOMEN, 21-35 years of age, not
using birth control hormones, non-dieting, and non-
smoking needed for an on-going study. All meals
and snacks will be provided, 6 days per month for
up to 6 months. Must be available Fall '97 and
Spring '9B. Scheduling is flexible.

If interested please call
863-8482 PENNSTATE

ASK FOR CHRIS OR REBECCA
(BETWEEN 9:OOAM-4:OOPM)

Note: Volunteers for this
study must be eligible to use the health services
provided at Ritenour Building.

Principal Investigator. Dr. B J Rolls
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Schilling paces
Phillies with 15 Ks
By The Associated Press

PHILADELPHIA If the
Phillies' bullpen were better, Curt
Schilling would have 17 wins. Still,
he's putting together a mighty
impressive season.

Schilling became the first pitch-
er since 1984 to reach double digits
in strikeouts 15 times in one sea-
son, and Philadelphia beat the San
Diego Padres 7-6 in 12 innings yes-
terday.

"Being a closer is a tough job,"
Schilling said. "I know because I've
been there."

After Ricky Bottalico wasted a 6-
3 lead in the ninth, the Phillies won
it on Kevin Stocker's 12th-inning
single for their first four-game
sweep in two seasons.

Schilling allowed three runs and
six hits in six innings, struck out 10
and walked two. He raised his
strikeout total to 264, tying Seat-
tle's Randy Johnson for the major-
league lead.

"I had some fatigue and my arm
felt a little tired," said Schilling,
13-10 with a 2.92 ERA. "I'd love to
get the win, but I'm thrilled that we
won the game."

The last pitcher to reach double
digits 15 times had been Dwight
Gooden with the New York Mets.

a lot lately," Bottalico said. "We
should have won the game, and I
went out there and stunk up the
joint."

Francona was supportive
"He's pitched well, even though

he didn't do so good today," Fran-
cona said. "He's my closer, and I'll
keep giving him the ball."

Ken Caminiti homered into the
right-field upper deck on an 0-2
pitch in the sixth, becoming only

the 12th player to hit a ball into
that level since the ballpark opened
in 1971. He reached 20 homers for
the third consecutive season and is
22-for-52 in his last 14 games with
six homers and 11 RBIs.

Rico Brogna singled off Jim
Bruske (3-1) leading off the 12th
and Mike Robertson was hit by a
pitch with one out. A groundout by
pinch-hitter Kevin Sefcik advanced
the winning run to third, and Stock-
er singled to right.

"He clearly battled himself but
he also battled," Phillies manager
Terry Francona said of Schilling.
"He doesn't have to have his best
stuff, and he deserved to get a win
today."

San Diego, which has lost nine of
11, tied the score in the ninth when
Bottalico blew a save for the sev-
enth time in 32 chances four of
which cost Schilling wins.

"I feel bad for Ricky," Schilling
said, "but we won the game and
he's just got to keep on battling,
and he will."

With the Phillies ahead 6-3, Quil-
vio Veras and Steve Finley hit RBI
singles and Tony Gwynn hit a sac-
rifice fly. •

"I (stunk) today and I've (stunk)

Wayne Gomes (3-1), Philadelphia
got five outs for the win.

Gwynn went 2-for-5, leaving his
league-leading average at .382.

Padres starter Joey Hamilton
allowed six runs and 11 hits in
seven-plus innings. He had been 6-
1 in his previous 14 starts.

Philadelphia took a 4-0 lead in
the third on Kevin Jordan's RBI
single, Brogna's RBI double and
Mike Lieberthal's two-run single.

Gwynn hit an RBI double in the
fourth and scored on a single by
Chris Gomez.

Notes:
Schilling has 27 double-digit

strikeout games in his career. ..

Philadelphia completed its fitst
four-game sweep since June 1995
at New York and its the first four-
game sweep over San Diego since
May 1979. Philadelphia's Scott
Rolen was in the original starting
line up but the Phillies decided to

wait until Friday before he returns.
Rolen bruised his right arm after
being hit by a Hideo Nomo fastball
Saturday. It was the fifth game he
has missed.

Just 7 miles west of State College on Route 322 West feats
Finest, Totally Nude Erotic Dancers in Cent,

pLUIS: The Area's Best Buffet Value from
noon 'til closing daily, Wednesdays & Fridays 8.Y.0.8

* Clean, comfortable, beautiful decor,
and fun, enjoyable atmosphere

* Breathtaking 2,400-watt, heart-
throbbing, blood-pumping sound
system
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* Major
monitors

* 10 dancers on 3 stages every weekend
* Bachelor, birthday, retirement and

company parties

NEW FALL HOURS: NOON TIL 2 AM, SUN.-FRL, SAL NITE PARTY TIL 4 AM.
CALL (814)235-7576 FOR MORE INFORMATION!
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Drive. Intensity. Those aren't your character, confidence and
words you're likely to see in many decision-making skills. Again,
course requirements. Then again words other courses seldom use.
Army ROTC is unlike any other But they're the creditsyou need to
elective. It's hands-on excite- succeed in life. ROTC is open to

ment. ROTC will challenge you freshmen and sophomoreswith-
mentally and physically LEADERSHIP out obligation and requires
through intense leadershipol.c about five hours perweek. Reg-
training. Training that builds -Mr ister this termfor Army ROTC.
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For details, visit Room 212, Wagner Building or call
863-0368


