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‘Chicago’s Michael Jordan has blown his way past opp
to spectacular sky-walking slam dunks this season.

Bulls’ Air Jordan is simply amazing

By RICK GANO
AP Sports Writer

* MILWAUKEE — Fans wait at courtside three
deep for a peek at the man whose high tops walk on
air, whose graceful swoops toward the basket are
‘already legend . . . even though he’s only 24.

~ «pm sometimes surprised at myself,” Michael

Jordan said Monday night after his secoqd
straight and seventh 50-point performance.thxs

“geason. “To get where you're going, sometimes
you have to surprise yourself.” ) )
“"If he maintains his present clip, Jordan is
headed fo Springfield, Mass., and the NBA Hall of
Fame. But for the time being, he’d just like to
make the Chicago Bulls the best basketball team
he can. '

His 37-point average includes 36 games of 40 or
more points and already has the Bulls in the
playoffs.

But there’s more. )

The 6-foot-6 Jordan, in only his third season, is
the only NBA player to ever have more than 200
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osing defenses en route

steals and 100 blocks in a single season. He needs
only 37 points in his final two regular-season
games to score 3,000 points this year, a plateau

" reached by only one other player — Wilt Chamber-

Jain, who did it three times. Don’t bet against it.
«] read about that in the newspaper. If I get 1t., I
get it. Individual accolades are fine,” J grdan said,
adding that it’s the team that is his main concern.
“I just want to make this franchise better every
year I'm here,”” Jordan says. “I’d probably like to
play eight more years.” . .
That news could make some coaches, with the
exception of the Bulls’ Doug Collins, look for other

fields of employment. i .
«] don’t think there’s another player in this

league . ..’ Collins says, drawing his words. *“If-

you took Michael Jordan off this team and re-
placed him with any other player in the league,
there’s no way we’d have 40 wins. That’s what he
gives this team.

“The thing I'm most proud of is the way the guys
in this room work to help him get-open to d9 the
things he can do to help make his job easier.”
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game average — including 36 games of 40 or more

racking up a 37 points per
a ly single-handedly put the Bulls in the playofts.

While Jordan has been points — he also has near
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WITH MATCHING HANDBAGS & JEWELRY

Open Mon., Tues., Wed., Sat 9:30-5:30;
Thurs. evening tili 9:00; Fri 12-5:30

AP Laserphoto

336 South Allen St., State College 237-6494
. PARKING AVAILABLE IN _

Jordan has consciously made the word “team’ a
part of his post-game interview ritual.

When he riddled the Milwaukee Bucks for 50
points Monday night, Jordan cited the Bulls’ team
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defense, the ability of point guard Sedale Threatt
to penetrate and the rebounding of teammate
Charles Oakley as keys to the victory.

“My 50 points were not as big a factor as us
getting the respect we deserve,” said Jordan.

232 W. Calder Way
PRESENTS

“Night in and night out Michael draws all the
attention, and we try to get other guys to the open
spots to take advantage of that,” said Collins. The
Bulls are not a one-man team — the rugged 6-9
Oakley averages 13 rebounds and 14 points.

But for Chicago to win in the playoffs, especially
on the road, it needs the 40 and 50-point perfor-
mances from Jordan. And that doesn’t ensure
victory. )

Last year Jordan missed most of the season with
a foot injury but came back for the playoffs and
scored a career-high 63 points in a loss to the
Boston Celtics. This season he had a 61-point effort

against Detroit.

Wednesday — Defiance
Thursday — Earth Tones
Friday — Ticapoo Brain
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Young Doctors
Saturday — Axis
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When my friends saw my new_car
. they thougr\{l | had won the lottery. They
were surprised when | toid them| had
paid for the car with the money 1 made
in my own retail business during the
summer. For an initial investment of
about $250, | leased my own ice gream
business from Jack & Jill ice Gream
Company. o _
The best part of the business is that it
was an interesting learning experence.
as well as being very profitable. Selling
ice cream from my retail van allowed
me to experience many facets of
running a larger business. | owned my
own inventory, learned first hand.about
profit margins and controlling expenses.
Best of all, | learned from people who
have been in the ice cream business for
over 50 years. Jack & Jill's experience,
coupled with my enthusiasm, enabled
me to make a cash profit of $400 to
$600 per week. All this while spending
the summer outdoors as my own boss.
So drive in or call a Jack & Jill lce
Cream office and get all the details.

If you're fike me, you will drive out a

¥ A x
*'
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winner!

Jackie Ro

By JOHN NELSON
AP Sports Writer

NEW YORK — In the spring of
1947, the Brooklyn Dodgers traveled
to Chicago overnight by train to play
the Cubs in their first meeting of the
season.

It was to be a special game, one ina
series of firsts. Jackie Robinson, a
college-educated black man, was in a

- Dodgers uniform, playing baseball
and changing the face of America.

Robinson already had become the
first black man to play in the major
leagues in the modern era, starting at
first base for the Dodgers at Ebbets
Field on April 15, 1947 — 40 years ago
today. .

When - the doors were closed at
Wrigley Field, there were more than
47,000 in a ballpark meant to hold
about 38,000,

“The place was packed,” Cubs
outfielder Phil Cavarretta recalled,
“and in those days, you know — I
don’t mean to be degrading — but
black people very seldom came out to
our games. This particular day, when
Jackie was there with the Dodgers,
the place was packed, and over half
of them were black people.”

This was a special day for black
Americans in Chicago, just as there
had been special days for blacks
throughout the country during Robin-
son’s first tour of the National League
in 1947. Only later would all of Ameri-
ca fully realize how special these
days were.

Jack Roosevelt Robinson, the
grandson of slaves, was born in Cai-
ro, Ga., on Jan. 31, 1919, the fifth and
last child of Mallie and Jerry Robin-
son, a plantation worker. Jerry Rob-
inson left home for good when Jackie
was 6 months old, and Mallie took the
family west to Pasadena, Calif., the
next year. .

They moved into an all-white sec-
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Jackie Roblnsoh, the first black man to play major league baseball in the
modern era, steals home in a game in April 1956. It was 40 years ago today that

binson ‘overcame baseball’s trials,
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racism

also felt that Robinson’s history, his
ability to operate in an all-white
world, would serve him well as he
broke baseball’s color barrier. .

Under the guise of putting together
an all-black team he would call the
Brooklyn Brown Dodgers, Rickey
had signed the major league’s first
black ballplayer. He met with Robin-
son in his Manhattan offices for three
hours, calling him every name that
his strict Methodist upbringing would
allow. It was a test, and Robinson
passed.

“All of us who played with or
against him are so respectful of
him,” said Hall of Famer Monte
Irvin, who broke into the majors in
.1949 with the Dodgers’ crosstowr
rival New York Giants. “We knew
what he had to go through. A lot of us
" experienced the same things.” '

While Robinson was the trailblazer,
the experiences of other early black
ballplayers closely paralleled those
of Robinson. :

“You knew you had to go play
someplace,”” former catcher Roy
Campanella said. “You'd be there on
time, play, shower up and then go
find a black hotel. You couldn’t stay
with the team. You did what you had
to do. It’s always difficult to know
you're shunned and couldn’t stay with
your teammates.” '

Campanella vividly remembers the
- first time he was forced to stay away
from his teammates. It was in his
hometown of Philadelphia.

“We weren’t allowed to stay in the
Bellevue Stratford Hotel,”’ he said.

AP Laserphoto

Robinson broke the color barrier in baseball when he started at first base for the
Brooklyn Dodgers in a game at Ebbets Field in Brooklyn, N.Y.

tion of northwest Pasadena, living in
a two-story house on 121 Pepper St. It
was there that Robinson first heard
the word ‘“‘nigger,” and it was there
that he learned how to fight back

said Rachel Robinson, who married
Jackie on Feb. 10, 1946, and was with
him when he died on Oct. 24, 1972, of
complications from a lifelong fight
with diabetes.

techniques for fighting back within
the structure of the sport he was
playing.”

Robinson’s days at UCLA, where he
was . a standout football player and

trigued Dodgers’ General Manager
Branch Rickey.

Already a pioneer in the areas of
minor leagues and talent scouting,
Rickey was ready to blaze another

“We couldn’t stay with the team in
three towns: Philadelphia, St. Louis
and Cincinnati.”

In many ways, the Dodgers pro-
tected Robinson, especially in spring

within the context of the games he
would play later at UCLA and in
major league baseball.

“Jackie was emotionally volatile,”

“He was always ready to take
action. Maybe volatile isn’t the right
word, but he had a strong emotional
reaction to things. He knew all the
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track star, and the time he spent
barnstorming with a racially mixed
baseball team were two things in
_Robinson’s past said to have in-

trail. He wanted to get a black man
into baseball, and as World War II
began to work its changes on the
world, he felt the time was right. He

training. Instead of touring the South,
as so many teams did, the Dodgers
spent spring in Cuba and Panama,
then came north.
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Small Pizza with Choice of -
‘Free Topping
Plus 2 12 oz. sodas for $5.00

FREE
DELIVERY

expires 4/15/87 1786 N. Atherton :
‘one coupon per customer 238-2220 0

Pizza North
(Heritage Oaks, Toftrees &

& Campus Park Forest)

231 E. Beaver Ave.

234-0182
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® HUB BILLIARD ROOM presents...

" the third annual

OPEN NINE BALL

TOURNAMENT

SUNDAY, APRIL 26 TH in the HUB
* double elimination format
_* race to 4 games
* winner breaks
* men’s and women’s divisions
PRACTICE AT 10 AM—BEGIN PROMPYLY AT 11 AM
CASH AWARDS - entry fee $5.00 )
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BY $1,100
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nuclear reactor and propulsion plant
technology.

As a Navy officer, you’ll lead the
adventure while gaining high-level
experience that will help make you a
leader in one of the world’s high-tech
industries. In addition to the professional
advantages, nuclear-trained officers get
an unbeatable benefits package, travel
opportunities, promotions and a solid
salary. .

Find out more about the Navy Nuclear
Propulsion Officer Candidate Program,
and make your education start paying off
comprehensive in the world. And you’ll today. Call Navy Management Programs:
acquire expertise with state-of-the-art 1-800-692-7818.

NAVY- OFFICER.
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If you’re a math, engineering or
physical sciences major, you could be
earning $1,100 a month during your
junior and senior years.

This excellent opportunity is part of the
Navy Nuclear Propulsion Officer
Candidate Program. It’s one of the most
prestigious ways of entering the nuclear
field — and rewarding, too. You get a
$4,000 bonus upon entrance into the
program, and $2,000 more when you
complete your Naval studies. ’

You also receive a year of paid
graduate-level training that’s the most

LT. DAVE JUDY WILL BE ON CAMPUS DOING
INTERVIEWS APRIL 14 AND 23, 1987




