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Among the audiences trying to catch an
influential ear in the U.S. Capitol, lobbyists
from the National Association of Letter Carriers believe they have an inside track. But
most citizens and many congressmen know
little about their concerns.

‘PAC money is necessary
in terms of getting people
involved in the political
process.’
—Jim Clark, campaign manager
for U.S. Rep. William F. Clinger'
(

doesn’t know too much about our issues,”
Nesbitt said. “It’s an opportunity to discuss
issues and tell candidates about issues as we
see and view them.”
Proponents of political action committees
say the $70.7 million in
known as PACs
1986 campaign contributions donated by special interest groups each year gives individuals the opportunity to maximize their voices
in Washington
Opponents, however, say the money is used
to exert influence over government officials,
creating both the appearance and the possibility of conflict of interest. PACs ought to be
controlled or eliminated, they say.
“PAC. money is necessary in terms of
getting people involved in the political process,” said Jim Clark, campaign manager for
Republican U.S. Rep. William F. Clinger.
“People donate through their own industries.
They want to get involved and let people
know they’re there.”
In contrast, Citizens Against PACs spokesman Mark Zuckerman said: “PACs have a
detrimental effect on the political process.
They’re anti-democratic. They buy access to
people in power and limit access of citizens to
representatives.”

Letter-carrier issues include preservation
of the postal monopoly and civil service
pensions, as well as general attitudes about
the federal budget, said association spokesman Fred Nesbitt.
The group is the nation’s fourth largest
political action committee.
At election time, Nesbitt said, his group PACs and Pa. Politics
tries to interview all the candidates before
Whether for or against PAC contributions,
making a political endorsement.
both
sides admit to the large role they have
“Sometimes, quite truthfully, a candidate
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Supporters, foes debate
issue of influence-peddling
By JAMES A. STEWART
Collegian Staff Writer
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Specter’s opponent, U.S. Rep. Bob Edgar,
played in the Clinger-Wachob and EdgarD-Del., received $331,445 from political action
Specter races this fall
U.S. Sen. Arlen Specter, R-Pa., running for committees, FEC records said.
In the 23rd district U.S. Rep. William
re-election to the state’s Senate seat, leads
the Pennsylvania PAC race with $691,952 in Clinger, R-Pa., has received $200,218 from
PAC contributions, according to the Federal PACs and Democratic challenger Bill Wachob has received about $220,000.
Election Commission.
v

PACs generally endorse and support candidates on the basis of voting records, recommendations from local groups, and the
importance of the political race to their
special interest. Donations to campaigns are
limited to $5,000 per candidate per election.
The National Association of Realtors runs
the nation's largest political action committee. The group favors the Gramm-Rudman
budget deficit reduction program and deductions of automobile expenses from income,
said spokeswoman Elizabeth Razzi.
“PAC contributions magnify the voice of
individual members," Razzi said. “It allows
them to have an effect on races that mean
something to them. It prompts broader political participation
“The point is that the contributions are
from individual NAR members,” said Razzi.
Jeff Cox of the Pennsylvania Association of
Realtors said the Realtors’ Political Action
Committee favors Specter and Clinger, both
Republicans, in local races.
The nation’s second-largest PAC is the
National Education Association. The NEA, a
national union that represents educators,
believes the federal government should take
an active role in financing and regulating
education.
NEA spokesman Howard Carroll said endorsements and donations by NEA-PAC, the
union’s political action committee, are based
on whether a candidate is “considered an
overall friend of education.”
The major factor in the NEA-PAC’s selection of candidates, besides incumbent voting
records, is a candidate’s view of the role of
the federal government in education, Carroll
said
Please see PACS, Page 16.

McKee

Almost No. 1

to stay

open in
summer
By VALERIE BAILEY
Collegian Staff Writer

McKee Hall will be open next summer only for graduate students occupying the residence hall during
Spring Semester 1987, said Donald
Arndt, director of Housing Services.
Arndt said that when these students
file a summer contract, they will
have to sign an agreement that they
will tolerate the noise and odor associated with maintenance work. Areas
in the hall will be painted and refurnished.
During the summer, McKee Hall
will be locked 24 hours a day, and
students will be issued a special key
to enter, Arndt said.
Graduate students living in McKee
will have “the continuing understanding workmen will be in the building
starting at eight in the morning,” and
at times there will be no screens in
the windows, in addition to the noise
and odors, he said.
Housing for students beginning
graduate work in the summer will be
provided in Nittany Apartments, located on campus, Arndt said.
Irvin Hall, which houses undergraduates during fall and spring semesters, will not be open for graduate
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the Crimson Tide of Alabama last weekend. The tromp in Tuscaloosa moved teams. Please see story, Page 10.
Maintenance work in McKee will
begin during the Intersession in midMay and continue until the end of
Summer Session, Arndt said.
Only 120-130 of the hall’s 160 rooms
will probably be completed by the end
of the summer, Arndt said.
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