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Pentagon girds for budget cuts
By NORMAN BLACK
AP Military Writer

were released. At the time, officials
had predicted that the cuts required
under the law to lower the deficit
would affect some 200,000active-duty
personnel.

The fiscal 1987 budget year begins
Oct. 1.

of Management and Budget released
a report estimating the fiscal 1987
deficit at roughly $163.4 billion, or
$19:4 billion over the target set forth
in the Gramm-Rudman Act, named
for Sens. Phil Gramm, R-Texas, and
Warren Rudman, R-N.H.

The law specifies that half of that
$19.4 billion excess, or $9.7 billion,
must come from military programs,
and half from civilian programs. To
meet the target, the budget offices
estimated that defense -spending
would have to be reduced by 5.6
percent.

Of.the $9.7 billion that would have to
be cut from military programs, about
$2OO million would come from the
automatic elimination of cost-of-liv-
ing increases for military retirees
leaving $9.5 billion to be cut from
other Pentagon programs.

The spending cuts, if they came to
pass, would also affect such adminis-
tration priorities as the "Star Wars"
anti-missile research effort.

WASHINGTON, D.C. The Penta-
gon would have to discharge almost
600,000 active-duty and reserve per-
sonnel starting in October ifautomat-
ic budget cuts called for by the
Gramm-Rudman Act are triggered,
the Defense Department said yester-
day.

The spending cuts are far from a
certainty. Congress still has time to
make additional cuts to other parts of
the federal budget, which would low-
erthe projected,deficit and thus avoid
triggering the deficit-reduction law.
And the Congress has yet to replace a
key section of the law that was struck
down earlier this summer by the
Suprerine Court.

If the reductions were actually or-
dered, however, the Defense Depart-
ment would lose almost 15 percent of
its 2.1-million-member active-duty
force and 25 percent of its 1.1-million-
member force of reservists and Na-
tional Guard troops.

Last week, the Congressional Bud-
get Office and the president's Office

Lt. Col. Pete Wyro, a Pentagon
spokesman, said the department's
Office of the Comptroller had com-
pleted an analysis* showing that
roughly 310,000 active-duty members
of the services and another 280,000
reservists and National Guard per-
sonnelwould have to be dischargedto
satisfy the spendingreductions.

Those projections are markedly
higher than the initial estimates pro-
vided by Pentagon and Congressional
Budget Office officials last week
when the latest projections for the
national budget deficit for fiscal 1987
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■
Navy holds show of force near USSR

WASHINGTON, D.C. (AP) The official who requested anonymity, however, that the Navy had not sent
Navy, in a show-the-flag mission, "This is just a little demonstration of such a large naval group into the
sent an aircraft carrier and 11 small- our own presence, of our resolve to Bering Sea "for quitea long time."
er warships into, the Bering Sea this operate freely throughout the area." The Soviet naval exercise, which
week for operations off the Soviet The sources said the Vinson and its begah around Aug. 12 and ended ear-
east coast, Pentagon officials said escorts began operating in the Bering ly last week, involved more than 15
yesterday. '

Sea well north of Alaska's Aleutian surface ships and at least 15 subma-
The deployment of the carrier Car/ Islands late Monday and would prob- rives at its height, Pentagon sources

Vinson and a supporting group of ably leave the area by tomorrow. have said. Among the participating
cruisers, destroyers and frigates The ships have encountered "a lot ships was the carrier Minsk, one of
comes just one week after the Soviet of air activity" with frequent over- the largest ships in the Soviet navy,
Union completed a large-scale naval flights by Soviet reconnaissance alongwith the nuclear-powered cruis-
exercise in the northern Pacific. planes, the sources added. er Frunze.

"We have been seeing a major The officials declined to say how
increase in the Soviet naval presence close to the Soviet mainland the car-
in the Pacific," said one Pentagon rier group was sailing. They added,

The Soviet exercise was staged
primarily to the east and west of the
Kuril Islands, due north of Japan.
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Insurance crisis ending, group says
By RANDOLPH E. SCHMID
Associated Press Writer Their conflict stems from the

insurance industry crisis over
the past 18 months in which
rates have risen sharply and
many companies have

WASHINGTON, D.C. The nation's insurance
crisis is ending, with increasing availability of
coverage despite the fact most states have not
made legal changes the industry wanted, a con-
sumer group said yesterday.

But the head of an insurance industry-related
organization disagreed, contending that the "law-
suit crisis is unabated."

declined to write policies in
some states or for certain

The.National Consumer Insurance Organization
and the AMerican Tort Reform Association traded
jabs about each other's research and reliability.

Their conflict stemsfrom the insurance industry
crisis over the p6st 18 months in which rates have
risen sharply and many companies have declined
to write policies in some states or for certain
business risks.

business risks.

Robert Hunter, head of the Ralph Nader-affil-
iated consumer insurance group, called a news
conference yesterday to announce he had found
indications that availability of policies is increas-
ing and that rates are falling in some states.

He called industry claims of losses in many
areas a "con job."

The insurance industry has contended these
actions were forced by the rising number of
lawsuits being filed and the large verdicts being
awarded by juries. "Tortreform," a phrase mean-
ing changes in the law to reduce the amount that
can be collected in lawsuits, was proposed by
industry.

Hunter said he had talked with state officials in
13 states and found the situation improving in 10,
despite the fact that none of those states has
passed laws requested by the industry.

Singles warm up near frozen foods
By LORI HELLER
Collegian Staff Writer

tired of the bar scene and this is an
excellent way to meet people," she
said, "You can size them upwithout
going on a blind date or whatever."

idea in hopes of increasing busi-
ness.

ucts geared toward single people

Recently 63 people donned name
tags and strolled through the aisles
of the IGA Foodliner on West Ham-
ilton Avenue hoping to find some-
thing to their liking a member of
the opposite sex.

IGA held its first singles shopping
night this month and plans to set
aside one night a month for those
people who are tired of the bar
scene, said Donna Goss, supermar-
ket owner and manager.

"Most professional singles are

"People have to shop anyway, so
why not enjoy it?" Joyce said.

According to Goss, those people
who shopped that night took advan-
tage of free prizes given away by
the store and WXLR as well as free
food to munch on while shoppingfor
that special person.

Although the idea offers a chance
to meet members of the opposite
sex, the main ,reason for singles
night was to increase business.
Joyce said the storeran specials on
frozen dinners and other food prod-

Those browsing on singles night
ranged from college students to
senior citizens, she said.The 7p.m. to 9 p.m. singles shop-

ping the first of its kind in the
area was a combined effort be-
tween Goss and Kathy Joyce, a
WXLR sales manager who handles
the store's account.

A date has not been set for next
month's singles night, Goss said.
She expects a higher attendance
since more students and faculty are
in town with the start of Fall Semes-
ter.Joyce said she introduced the

idea to Goss after reading about a
market in Cherry Hill, N.J. that
offers special nights to single shop-
pers. Goss had heard of this type of
shopping and decided to go with the

The next step for the supermar-
ket will be to hold IGA weddings,
Joyce quipped. "If you meet in a
'supermarket, why not get married
in one?"

Fair
are invited to the Student Organization

Fair from 10 a.m. till 5 p.m. today in the HUB
Fishbowl.

The fair is held at the beginning of each semes-
ter when a variety of organizations make them-
selves available to meet students and help them
become involved, Beyers said.HUB fair to host

student groups.

About 100campus and off-campus organizations
will have tables set up to meet students, discuss
their purposes and give out pamphlets, said Gayle
Beyers, assistant director ofstudent organizations
and program development.

"The fair is important because student organi-
zations are an important aspect of college life and
oneof the best ways astudent can grow is by being
involved in student orgahizations," she added."The organizations range from religious to

outdoor activities to service organizations," she —by Kerry Gildea
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The industry has trumpeted lower prices and
better availability in the states that have changed
their laws, but the same process is occurring in
other states, too, Hunter said.

Things will continue to loosen up because profits
have gone up, he added.

Hunter, a former federal insurance commission-
er, said he was surprised at how fast the crisis has
eased. He suggested major factors were the fact
that new competition has begunto appear and that
some state legislatures have started to consider
overhaul of their insurance regulations, not just
lawsuit limits.

But in a telephone interview, James K. Coyne,
president of the tort reform association, termed
Hunter's research phony, contending it consisted
of a few unscientific phone calls.

The real evidence the rising prices being paid
by millions of small businesses, nonprofit groups,
local governments, schools and so forth is
coming in from across the country, Coyne said.
"The lawsuit crisis is unabated," he said.

There hasbeen improvementin three states that
enacted "meaningful" legal reforms, Coyne said,
citing Colorado, Washington and Michigan.
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Fulbright, Marshall, and Rhodes Scholarships
Senior students who are interested in applying for the
Rhodes, Marshall, Fulbright, or other distinguished

Scholarships should go to the University Scholars Lounge,
Room 215 Willard Building, On September 3, 1986, at 4:00

p.m., for an informational meeting on pre-application
screening. If unable to attend, stop at the University

Scholars Office, 214 Willard, as soon as possible.
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