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If the • defendant has no previous
record, is emotionally disturbed or
under duress, the jurors can view
these instances as mitigating circum-
stances. The jury can also take into
consideration: the defendant’s age at
the time of the crime; whether or not
the victim participated or consented
to the crime; the defendant’s charac-
ter; and the extent of the defendant’s

But in order for the men to petition participation in the crime,
the court to reargue each of their But no matter what the penal code
cases, the state Supreme Court states as prerequisites and justifica- ap userphoto 840 A\ / T""} 9 Bstayed the executions of the three tion for its use, the electric chair and fi II / VaYcteV iconvicted killers. virtually all forms of capital punish- The death chamber at Rockview houses the only electric chair in the stale, in the chair. In the rear of the chamber the stay of execution phone can be seen. 8 jLILs V vE.fc.l\ JLJfAn I nppric-
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members, iegal counsel and clergy Penn State. has represented both sides pf the ,Chief Deputy District Attorney Wil-
liam Behe, who is representing the
Commonwealth for all appeals in the
Zettlemoyer case, said that because
of the finality of the penalty each case
deserves at least an initial review by
every channel of relief available.

“I don’t think the court grantsstays
due to squemishness or anything of
that nature,” he said. “I think they
are affording the petitioner every
available opportunity to litigate the
novel issues or new issues that were
not presented before, basically due to
the very nature of the penalty.”
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But, Stamm, who received his
bachelor of ministry and master of
sacred theology degrees from Drew
University, said he realizes that
many crimes necessitate a harsh
punishment but in his opinion, not
death.

“I don’t have any sympathy for
those who kill in cold blood and I don’t
think they should get back into socie-
ty relatively quickly,” he said.

Stephen D. Engelhardt, a member
of the United Ministry at Penn State
said, “At heart, I am oppossed to
death penalty. I’m not at all con-
vinced that it deters crime.”
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Pictured above is a cell used to house the condemned Individual before he or
she is taken to the execution chamber. The prisoner is only allowed visits from
Immediate family and clergy while on death row.

answer. He said he belives that if a
crime is punishable by death, then
the defendant should be incarcerated
for life, not killed.

“Further,” he said, “(the de-
fendant) shouldn’t be put back into
society unless they show beyond a
shadow of a doubt, over a long period
of time, they’ve turned their life
around.”

Engelhardt admitted that his su-
perficial reaction to persons con-
victed of heinous crimes can
sometimes be one of anger. However,
he added, that when he rationally
contemplates the issue, he under-
stands what the better judgment is.

“Ultimately, yeah, there is a part
of me that says, kill the 5.0.8 I’m
human too,” he said. “But when I sit
back and think about it, I know better
(and) it’s not right.”

But Behe said he disagrees.
“(The death penalty) most definite-

ly has a place in our criminal justice
system,” he said.

“Some people feel that some
crimes are so heinous that life in
prison is not adequate punishment. It
is not barbaric to consider the death
penalty purely and simply as punish-
ment.”

Still others argue that the physical
aspects of the execution process are
inhumane

Prisons Spokesman Ken Robinson,
of Harrisburg, explained the process
that a convicted individual undergoes
prior to electrocution.

When a convicted individual ar-
rives at the site of execution, he said,
his identity is verified and he is
searched. His head and left leg be-
tween the ankle and the knee is
shaved and the outside seam of the
left trouser leg is ripped open about
two inches in order to facilitate the
attachment of the chair’s leg elec-
trode.

In spite ofthe argument that execu-
tion is inhumane, Behe said that the
U.S. Supreme Court has acknowl-
edged that the death penaly does
have a deterrent effect on crime.

The inmate is led, unshackled, into
the death chamber by a team of three
corrections officers. Two other cor-
rection officers, both volunteers, then
strap the condemned individual into
the chair. The executioner, whose
indentity remains anonymous, places
the head gear on the individual, at-
taches the leg strap and then attaches
the electodes to both.

“Many offenses for which the death
penalty is imposed are not the type of
crimes that, in my opinion, a deter-
rent effect would work on,” Behe
said. He substantiated his argument
by citing the example of a contract
killer.

Behe said he didn’t believe that a
person who was hired to kill another
would be deterred simply by thinking
he may get a life sentence for his
actions.

Another argument on which many
opponents of the death penalty stand
is premised from a written work
more than 3,000 years old the Ten
Commandments. Located in the Old
Testament of the Bible, the sixth
order from God states that “Thou
shalt notkill.” (Deut. 5:17).

Although advocates of the death
penalty dispute this argument’s va-
lidity, Stamm said, “the basic com-
mandment is a sufficient stone to
stand on.” He added that even the
teachings of Christ in the New Testa-
ment did not advocate death, but
rather “put a supreme emphasis on
life.”

Although petitioning may be an
alternative in the hopes of settling the
controversy, state Rep. Lynn Her-
man, R-Centre, said he believes it
should be settled in the governor’s
office and the court.

“I think that that issue has been
decided judicially and the it has al-

ideological spectrum. Some chant its
fairness because they say they be-
lieve the judgment is a just one for
committing heinous crimes and they
argue that it is a deterrent. Yet others
believe that no one in society has the
right to take another life under any
circumstances.

ready been decided legislatively,” he But despite the conflicting opinions
said. “I have no personal interest or surrounding the death penalty, the
impeteus to change it at the mo- law still stands death is a viable
ment.” punishment. And for the 54 individu-

When asked if he would enact legis- als on death row of which the
lation if a petition were submitted to youngest is 19 —it is the way in which
him, Herman said, “No.” When they are scheduled to die.

When he is given permission to
proceed, the executioner will first
turn on a voltage switch and then an
amperage switch to ready the control
panel. He increases and decreases
the amount of voltage five times
before shutting the current off. The
convicted individual’s vital signs are
then checked by a physician. If he is
pronounced dead, the electrodes are
removed.

One retired priest who had been
with condemned prisoners at Rock-
view during their executions would
not elaborate on his experiences.

“I’ve been there a few times,” the
Rev. Richard Walsh said. “I don’t
want to go over that again I won’t
discuss it.”

As the controversy of the penalty
continues, the fact remains that capi-
tal punishment has been reinstated
within the Commonwealth. However,
there are a group of individuals on
campus who are trying to alter the
legislation.
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The Rev. Earl Henry, rector of the
Penn State Catholic Center, said that
a petition was circulated and last
Thursday it was sent to Thornburgh.

“(Theorganization) Pax Christi, or
peace of Christ, originally started the
petition,” he said.

“Most of the noise they make is
usually about abortion, but captial
punishment fits under the same um-
brella,” Henry said.

SPECIAL THIS

The petition, signed by about 1,000
people, stated that those who signed it
were opposed to the death penalty
and requested that the governor stop
the exectutions “before people die at
the hands of the state.”
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Petitioning was also done in the
1960 s when Smith was executed. Del-
ving back into history, though, Penn
State played a very different role in
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Three cells used to confine individuals scheduled to die can be seen above. The
six cells located behind the execution room are commonly called “Death Row.’’

For more information, callLt Hough at 814-237-8578.
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