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sights comet on 6%z-yr. orbit

Astro Club

By RHONDA F. BERSHOK
Colleglan Science Writer

Undaunted by chilly temperatures,
five members of the University's
Astronomy Club set up their equip-
ment on the roof of Davey Laboratory
during the early morning hours Sat-
urday and watched.

At 2:30, Tim Wugofski (senior-as-
tronomy and physics), the club’s vice

. president, looked through the tele-
scope’s eyepiece and said, ““There it
is.”

Four other people hurried around
him. Looking briefly through the eye-
piece, they saw a faint white smudge
and went home with a deep sense of
satisfaction. .

Mark Horvath (senior-astronomy
and physics), the club's president,
said, “‘Amateur astronomers thrive

on this sort of thing.”
The club had assembled to view
comet Giacobini-Zinner — “GZ" for

short. Horvath said the comet ap-
pears in the Earth’s skies every six
and a half years.

By W.T.HOLLAND
Collegian Staft Writer

Members of a special Undergrad-
uate Student Government Senate
committee will conduct a hearing at 6
tonight to determine if USG President
Dave Rosenblatt justifiably dismiss-
ed Michael McDonald and Andrew
Barnes from their USG Business De-
partment positions.

Barnes and McDonald,
co-owners of Mike and Andy’s

the former
College

1985

Comets remain visible for several
months, depending on how fast they
are traveling, Wugofski said.

Saturday morning was one of the
better times to view GZ, he said.

Adding excitement for the club
members Saturday was the possibili-
ty of viewing the long-awaited return
of Halley’'s comet. Had they been it
able to see it, it would have been
visible within two degrees — four
widths of the moon — of GZ in the sky,
Wugofski said.

As it turns out, however, they did
not see Halley’s — it was too faint to
be seen.

Halley's, which returns to the inner
solar system every 76 years, will be
visible from late November to April,
Horvath said.

The best time to see Halley's will be
in April, but the viewing will be better
in the Southern Hemisphere, he said.

The Astronomy Club plans to hold
open houses to view Halley's in late

November and early December, he
said. ,
Horvath explained that a comet is

Carpets, 342 E. College Ave, sub-
mitted formal written requests to the
USG Senate on Aug. 27, asking the
Senate Appropriations Review Board
to investigate the circumstances of
their dismissal.

In response, the board subpoenaed
eight people associated with either
the USG Business Department —
previously under McDonald’s man-
agement — or staff members of Per-
ceptions magazine — previously
under Barnes’ direction this summer,

“basically a dirty snowball.”

Comets originate in the Oort cloud
far outside the orbits of the planets.
The cloud of ice and debris is left over
from the formation of our solar sys-
tem, he said.

«“The snowball may sit out there for
millions of years and then something
disturbs it,” he said.

When a snowball in the Oort cloud
is disturbed by a gravitational tug,
the comet starts moving toward the
sun — very slowly at first, he said.

“Most comets flip around the sun
and are never seen again,” Horvath
said, adding that all comets follow a
cycle, but the cycle may be millions

of years long.

“Qccasionally, (comets) wander
by a major planet, and those are the
ones that (return regularly), because
they are bent intoa shorter orbit,” he
said.

These short-period comets might
become trapped in our solar system
and develop a cycle of one thousand
years or less, Horvathich direction
the comet is traveling.

said review board Chairwoman Sue
Wilson.

The dismissals came after McDon-
ald’s and Barnes’ carpet business led
them to neglect their USG positions,
Rosenblatt said.

Rosenblatt said Barnes’ staff was
ill-informed about approaching dead-
lines, while McDonald never fully
explored all the possibilities of carpet
sales for USG.

In a Sept. 8 interview, Rosenblatt
said the actions of McDonald and
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“When the comet is going away
from the sun, the tail procedesiit,” he
said. ’

Horvath said the Astronomy Club
plans to view Halley’s from the Uni-
versity’'s Black Moshannon Obser-
vatory, about 25 miles northeast of
State College, as well as from the
Davey Lab observatory.

“The ‘seeing’ is better at Black
Moshannon,” Horvath said.

The viewing quality of an area is
rated on a scale of one to 10, he said.
This is what is referred to as the
“seeing.” _

Humidity, turbulent air, and city
lights lower the seeing, he said.

“The less stars twinkle, the better
we like it. The less moon, the better
we like it,”” Horvath said.

Wugofski said, “I wish we could
switch the moon off.”

“Anywhere USA” has an average
rating of six or seven. Black Moshan-
non stands at an eight or nine, while
State College is several points lower
due to the town’s lights, Horvath said.

dismissals topic of hearing tonight

Barnes were “irreponsible to two
groups, the USG Business Depart-
ment and Perceptions personnel, and

the students.

«+Andy was risking our magazine
and Mike was not fulfilling his re-
as business manager be-
took a USG idea and
turned it into one for private profit.”
have said
several restrictions prevented an or-
ganization such as USG to sell car-

sponsibility
cause they

McDonald and Barnes

pets on campus.
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You Can Save A Life!

Donate At Your

BLOODMOBILE
TODAY!

HUB Ballroom
Mon., Sept. 16 & Tues., Sept. 17
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Indoor Soccer Club

2nd Organizational Meeting
7:00 PM Tuesday

Sept. 17
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