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Ear before the eye in Eisenhower

Director Crocken keeps the sound from going sour

By KAREN M. MOORE

:Daily Collegian Staff Writer

« People are seated, the lights go out
-and the curtain goes up. Sounds sim-
.ple.

Certainly not for William: Crocken,
.director of Eisenhower. Auditorium.
‘The night of a performance is the
"product of many hours of careful pre-
*paration.

Crocken said Elsenhower is a multi-
-purpose hall; therefore, it must satisfy
.the acoustical needs for a variety of
_events.

““This type of hall produces the pre-

‘ferred climate for ballet, opera,
‘theatre, symphonic music — the entire
-gamut of the performmg arts,” Crock-
-en said.

For example, when the Penn State
:Symphony performed, 10 sections of
-the symphony shell were positioned to

" .create an enclosed area on the stage.
-Also, the ceiling pieces were lowered
to prevent any loss of sound to.the
‘audience. Since this event did. not use
“amplification, Crocken and his staff

‘had to take all precautions to pr%erve
~the natural sound.

On the other hand, Crocken said, if -

‘Al Jarreau had been scheduled the day
.after the Penn State Symphony, rapid

changes would be implemented, re-

‘versing the stage to accomodate an
‘amplified jazz concert. The symphonic
>shell would be put away and the ceiling
. ‘pieces raised up into the fly tower for
storage -

‘ . For the jazz concert, velour curtains
“would be dropped. These sound-ab-
-sorbing curtains are located under
-'wire mesh along the walls of the audi-

Jtorium. Also, black curtains would be
.:situated to surround the-band; this

The number of decibels or the noise
constant (NC) measures the sound in
the auditorium. The optimal NC for an
auditorium is below 30 db.

“When. Eisenhower first opened, the
NC was close to 50 db,”’ Crocken said.

Due to a successful period of trial and-

error, under Crocken dlrectlon the NC
is now 25 db. -
The loss of hearing is an 1rreversnble
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effect called stage masking, hldes the -

backstage
™ Since the sound output is extremely

~high when amplification is used, these -

sound-absorbmg curtains prevent loss

-.of hearing.
.. Another feature of the ‘acoustics in
Eisenhower is the design of the seats.

They are shaped as if someone were .

“sitting in them at all times; therefore,

Jthe quality of sound is not affected if

;:the whole auditorium is not filled.
.« The sound unit is the -decibel '(db).
“The range of sound intensity varies

*from the high level of 130 db, the - £

'nthr%hold of pain, to the low level of 0
*!db, the approximate threshold of hear-
¢ mg

/

process. “If you lose the capaclty -of
one decibel of sound, you've lost it for
the rest of your life,”’ Crocken said.

At Rec Hall, a rock concert can
sometimes produce an output reaching
130 db., the threshold of pain.

“If you are sitting four to'five feet
away from the stage, you are willingly
subjecting yourself to a tremendous

_sound output,” Crocken said. “Maybe-

-

a warning should be prmted on each
ticket: ‘Concerts can be hazardous to

. your health.’ "’ said Crocken

Gettmg Elsenhower ready for the
wide variety of performances is a

(difficult job involving precise judge-

ment. But Crocken and his staff know .
the quality of their faclhty and handle
it well.

k William Cro‘okéh and Eisenhower Auditorium

and the
 Hetzel Umon Board e _
cordza]]y in V.zz‘e you to an open house at the new

HUB F ood Services
Monday, November 9 198 1 from 7: 30 fo 9 30 p.m.
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Students get a chance
to dance for Orches:s

By MARC WATREL
Daily Collegian. Staff Writer

Orchesis, the student dance company
of Penn State, will open its 25th season
this Sunday with performances at 1:30
and 4:00 p.m. in the White Hall Dance
Theatre in 132 White Building.

Under the direction of Pat Heigel-Tan-
ner, the members have choreographed a
wide variety of vibrant and exciting
dances. '

The dancers will perform three pieces
to songs by The Manhattan Transfer
including “Big Band Birds,” ““Twilight
Zone” and “Spies in the nght" before
moving into a classical piece,*Clair de
Lune,” by Debussy. Other pieces include
Handel’s “Allegro in G’ and the Vince
Guaraldi Trio’s “‘Peanut’s Theme.”

Vice-president of the Orchesis Dance

" Company, Jan Macut, said this year’s

fall performance is “a very light and
entertalmng concert. The majority of
music we are dancing to is more upbeat
than usual.” '

“] feel that we have a very good
concert for the time we had to put it
together. It’s hard to coordinate an entire
concert in a term,” said Macut.

Helgel -Tanner, faculty advxser, said
Orchesis gives dancers at Penn State a
chance to “achieve an excellence, an
artistic quality of performance in the art
of dance.” ,

“Orchesis provides students who come
to Penn State with the opportunity to
dance, for there is no dance maJor on
campus,” she said. 3

“The value of Orchesis to the student is

"not only in the value of performance, but

in the chance to choreograph the pieces’
performed and the opportunity to teach
what they have learned.”

Heigel-Tanner said the company is a
professional program funded by the Col-
lege of Physical Education and auditions

for membership were open to all Penn

State students.
Macut said Orchesis will be organizing

workshops that will be open to students

on a limited basis in January.
- “We want to open up dance to students
who would like to dabble in-it . . . we're

* trying to develop an interest in dance at
' Penn State,” she said.

One of the major goals'of 0rchesns
said Heigel-Tanner, is to “service the
student body at Penn State.”

Artists Series presents

' dancers and Simon show .|

As part of the Theatre/Dance Series,
. the Artists Series presents the Pilobolus

Dance Theatre — a group of artists

known for their energy, originality and
humor — this weekend in Eisenhower

- Auditorium. Tonight's performance is

sold out by subscription; however, tick-
ets are available for the 8:30 perfor-
mance tomorrow night.

This 1981-82 season marks the Pilobo-
lus Dance Theatre's 10th anniversary.
Founded by Moses Pendleton and Jona-

~.than Wolken who were soon joined by

Robby Barnett and Lee Harris, Pilobolus

. evolved in its first year into a completely

self-sufficient organization .— its pro-

.grams choreographed, danced, managed
and publicized by the four men. = - \

' Pilobolus, an unusual name taken from

a phototropic fungi, is based in Washing-

A

The HUB Food Service Staff

ton, Conn. The company has received the
Scotsman Award in 1973 for perfor-

mances at the Edinburgh Festival and.

the New England Theatre Conference
Prize in 1977. In 1980, Pilobolus was
commissioned by the Fme Arts Commit-
tee of the 1980 Winter Olympics to cho-
reograph and perform a new work at the
Olymplcs in Lake Placid, N Y.

Tickets for Neil Simon’s hit Broadway
‘musical comedy, ‘“They’re Playing Our
Song” go on sale Monday at 9 a.m. at the

*g

Eisenhower Auditorium (box office, a

spokesman for the Artists Series an-
nounced today. “They’re Playing Our
Song ” plays at 8:30 p.m. Thursday, Nov.

12 in Eisenhower Auditorium. There are .

a limited nu_mber of tickets available. -

‘

Preszdem‘ Oswald will officia e at the ribbon cu z‘tmg
| at 7:30, after which visitors are invited to look over |
| the new dining areas. Thls will be an mforma]
evening to introduce our new Iacilities fo the |

| University communi ty.

[y

We hope you will be able to join us.

**************

nghlly 7:45-10:00
Mat. Sat. & Sun, 2:15

’rlt'!t

1600 N, Atherton St 237 2444
FREE PARKING

: Nightly 7:30-0:30
ARENA Il wmat Sgt & Sun. 2:00

The sto}y of a man who
wanted to meet girls.

anTip; [URRAY

| N
[R] picufize Retense . sl
************
|

(ate College
Inn

South Atherton Street
and Branch Road

83 Deluxe Rooms
Efficiencies
- Conference Rooms -

Free HBO .
Cocktail Lounge

_ Single $23.95
Double $27.95
Plus Commercial Rates

[} o

Phone 237-8005

-George Dixon, Mgr.

D ***************»*

Swiss Chocolate Almond
Laced with a delightful
flavor and aroma of

chocoiate

reg. $5.10 ,_
save .50
-Now $4.60

128 West College Avenue
Next to ¥e Olde College Diner

Treat Yours;I}
-~ toa .
Holiday Perm

Now $5.00 Off

permanent body
and fullness into
" your hair...with Zotos §°
Feels So Lively ’
conditioning perm.

CALL TODAY
234-6008
IZETTA'S

301 S. Allen
IN THE ATRIUM .

ZOTOS PERMS...
ONLY IN SALONS

7:00, 9:00
sat 7, mon9

112 kern

$1.50

‘Student Film
- .Organization

B FitM DEPARTMENT
SR CINEMATHEQUE

T ————— .
{ warren beatty
i julie christie - goldie: lnmn q
Trognd alumbin ' tune.
PR Y BC AT LT |Iun
i e |

| Nov 6, 7 7pm,
FRIISAT 10 SPARKS

U193

$1.50

| suN 7,9

PATHETIC EARTHLINGS...
WHO CAN SAVE YOU NOW?

DINO DE LAURENTIIS Presents
. FLASH GORDON
SAM J. JONES % MELODY ANDERSON + ORNELLA MUTI
MAX VON SYDOW % TOPOL * TIMOTHY DALTON
MARIANGELA MELATO as Kala « BRIAN BLESSED % PETER WYNGARDE

Screenplay by LORENZO SEMPLE, JR. # Produced by DINO DE LAURENTIIS
Dircted by MIKE HODGES D)ozl F—_Ls.wf.:;%&mm?

Filmed in TODD- AO m AUNIVERSAL RELEASE * (MO UNIYIASAL GIIY $TUOS INC

usG

121 SPARKS{
$1.50

FRI-SAT 7‘,9:30,12
SUN 7,9:30
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Bands make it Rock . .. Roadies .make it Roll!!

‘

The . -

story of ¥

a boy and

his equipment.

o 1 ALVEETEPRSES ot AN FLDLP o
FOADE" MEATLAF AR UATER s AT CNEY ALCECOUPER LDKDE ROY RSO AR WILLANS R
Syt DOV HEDN & FICAECERTRA s JALMEN NG ALAK RUDLP
vy I BOY NEDI s MCAAEL VENTUBA e by AN BLDOLE ety CAROLI PREFER

R A LI

M © 1980 Unried Artists Corporation. Al nghts resened

Dl [cosrsees]
W SELECTED THEATRES

111 FORUM

FRI-SAT 7,9,11

U-268
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PRES[ANTS o

R

- FRIDAY and SUNDAY
ano-MARLIN BRANDO

ROBERT DUVALL KERN

' MARTIN SHEEN

7 and 9:30 p.m. $1.50
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Gradoual
Student

H ONEYSUCKLE ROSE

' FRI & SAT in 101 CHAMBERS -7AND 9:15 P.M. $1'5O
OOOOOO@OOO@OOOOOOOOOOOOOOO@@OQOOOOOO@OO

Everythmg You Always Wanted to Know About Sex*

*but were afraid to ask

Starrlng WOODY ALLEN and GENE WILDER $1.50
vate:

FRIDAY and SATURDAY 112 CHAM BERS 7, 8 30 Eudent
10 Association
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