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Strikes affect student reading, math achievement
By MARY BETH HORWATH
Daily Collegian Staff Writer

Two studies conducted by a University
professor have linked teacher Strikes in
Pennsylvania to declines in students'
attendance and math and reading
achievement.

When the EQA was designed and ad-
ministered in the 1973 period, it was
voluntary, Caldwell said. The test was so
acceptable that the state made it manda-
tory between the 1974 and 1976 academic
years. This was the only period in which
the test was administered by every
school district in Pennsylvania, he said.

Following the period in which the test
was made mandatory, the state revised
the EQA, and again made it voluntary
after 1977, Caldwell said. So they had
EQA measures from all Pennsylvania
districts that would be comparable be-
cause of the mandatory testing period.

They discovered that 46 districts had
teacher strikes betWeen the first admin-
istration of the EQA and the second
voluntary administration.

They then analyzed each district by
size (number of pupils), wealth (money
spent per student) and geography.
Eighty-eight comparable non-strike dis-
tricts were selected. The districts were
matched very closely by size, wealth and
geography.

decline in all levels in math, and some
levels of reading," he said.

Surprisingly, the longer the strike, the
more the reading scores returned to
normal, although they were still signifi-
cantly lower, according to the study.

which did not experience strikes were
compared to 49 districts which did expe-
rience strikes.

"The depressing thing about that sta-
tistic is that student attendance has de-
clined steadily over the last 10 years, but
it declines faster after a strike," Cald-
well said.

Miller speculated that the reason at-
tendance declines after a strike may be
because students attitudes are affected.

"The kids see the teachers aren't in
school, and services are stopped, and
they think 'why should we go?,' " he
said.

Strikes cause a very negative situation
in a school district, and one way to
encourage student attendance after a
strike is to encourage enthusiasm among
the teachers and administration, he said.

"You have to get the staff back togeth-
er and get the 'esprit de corps' again," he
said.

Caldwell said other studies have been
donewhich show that more students drop

out of school following a teachers' strike.
"If anyone in education thinks about it

long enough, they have to support the
opinion that strikes affect achievement,
and that it may affect the teacher-pupil
relationship," he said.

William E. Caldwell, associate profes-
sor in the College of Education's division
of educational policy studies, conducted
a study examining student achievement
on Educational Quality Assessment tests
after teacher strikes. He was assisted by
Michael D. Moskalski, principal in the
Selinsgrove School District.

The EQA was given to students in the
fifth, eighth and 11th grades, and was
used to collect achievement and attitudi-
nal information in a variety of areas.

"We selected reading and math be-
eline they are the most highly recog-
nized achievement areas," Caldwell
said. "We did look at someof the attitudi-
nal results but nothing is published yet."

"That statistic shows how much influ-
ence the home has," Caldwell said.
"Math is much more school-oriented, so
it shows the greater effect. of conflict.

"Families are more likely to help a
youngster to read, and he would be
reading at church or in clubs," he said.
"Reading is reinforced in a number of
areas. But he wouldn't be likely to do
math problems at church or in a club."

Caldwell also conducted a study with
Robert P. Miller; a principal in the Cum-
berland Valley School District, examin-
ing student attendance.

Seven states allow teachers the right to
strike, and strikes have increased in
those states since the legislation was
passed, Caldwell said.

Public school teacher strikes are not
new to Pennsylvania. The state has aver-
aged 31 teacher strikes each year since
1970. The Philadelphia School District
ended a 51-day strike last week, and
another school district has not started
school yet this year. Teachers in two
other districts are threatening to strike.

One reason Pennsylvania has so many
strikes may be because it has so many
districts, Caldwell said.That study concluded that while no

differences existed in student attendance
in comparable districts prior to a strike,
attendance decreased significantly fol-
lowing a strike. Forty-nine districts

"The stateof Hawaii allows teachers to
strike, .but they have only one district.
Pennsylvania has 505," Caldwell said.
"The more both sides feel they are rightCaldwell and MOskalski found that

strikes did affectachievement, especial-
ly in math.

"Fifth- and eighth-graders had signifi-
cantly lower math scores," Caldwell
said. "Eleventh-graders had lower
scores also, although not significantly
lower."

The second dimension studied by Cald-
well and Moskalski was the time period
between the strike and the second EQA
testing, or how far away the strike oc-
curred from the re-test. Caldwell said
this period ranged from six months to
three years.

By LESLIE K. ZUCK
Daily Collegian Staff Writer

The reading results were not similar.
"Eighth-graders had significantly low-

er reading scores, • but fifth- and 11th-
graders had lower scores," Caldwell
said.

"Theyear of and the year following the
strike there was a significant decline in
both reading and math scores," he said.
"But two and three years after the strike
the achievement started to catch up."

strike, but none have been denied a practicum because "Our prime responsibility," Sharp said, "is to place
of the strike, Robert F. Neuhard, University coordina- the students in the best possible school for their majors.
tor for the Office of Clinical Experiences, said. It's a very important term for them.

About 16 special education, majors who were original- "1. have all my students placed in Delaware and
ly assigned placements, or student teaching positions, Chester counties, which isn't unusual," he said: "Sec-
in Philadelphia city schools Fall Term werereassigned ondary, elementary and special ed students areAlready
to schools outside the city the day afterLabor Day, said placed for Winter Term and it's business as usual."
Martin W. Sharp, University coordinator/supervisor for "I have one student with a double major who we had

Caldwell said he expected the results
"You have to think that there will be a

difference if you think schools have any
effect at all. I would have been disap-
pointed ifthe results had been different,"
he said.

The third dimension studied was the
length of the strike. The teacher strikes
were divided into categories of length:
one to six days, seven to 13 days, etc.

Caldwell said for strikes up to 12 days,
no large difference in scores was ob-
served.

Moskalski agreed: "Iwould think both
teachers and parents would be glad that
this proves that school does have a great
effect."

student teaching. trouble placing Winter Term because she needed hear-
"All our people got to do their practicums," Neuhard ing impaired and elementary education, but we got her

said. "I can't say they weren't affected, though, be- a position at the Philadelphia School forthe Deaf, which
cause in some cases we had to move them.", is what she wanted," he said.

He said strikes cause extra work for the education Neuhard said no student at the University has ever
"But once (the strike) crossed over the

13-day mark, there was a significant
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Hills® Brand thermals for the • entire family All at low prices
every day. Men's thermals, ladies', boys', girls', juniorboys', and
junior girls' too. Even print or solid white thermals for
ladies. All lab-tested for performance-proven quality, so
Hills° Brand thermals will never leave you cold
We're the Anti-hdlation Deparbnent Stove.

State College: Hills Plaza - South Atherton St. (Rt. 322E) & Branch Rd.
Store Hours: 10-10 Monday-Saturday/12-5 Sunday

about the issue, the more likely a strike is
to occur."

When asked if the study might act as a
deterrent on potential teacher strikes,
Moskalski said he hoped it would.

"I would like to say it would, but once
people's emotions get .to the point where
a strike might occur, they need more
information than the study," he said.

Miller said the Cumberland Valley
School District had a teachers' strike in
1975, and although it lasted only about
four days, it had a significant impact.

"It had a big impact on the attitude of
the central offices toward the teacherS,"
he said.

Caldwell said he thinks new alterna-
tives to strikes must be found.

"When the conflicts are so harsh, it
does affect the kids," he said.

"You can parallel it to a family situa-
tion," Caldwell, added. "Two people with
a family don't always agree on every-
thing, but they work the disputes out
without affecting the kids."

Strike s not canceled teaching practicums
department because the coordinators sometimes have been denied a placement because of a strike.
to find replacement practicums for students. "It would take a massive shut-down statewide before

University seniors majoring in education have been "This one took us by surprise, in effeCt, because it we would experience any serious placement problems,"
affected by the 50-day-long Philadelphia teachers wasn't a contract year," he said. he said.

Sharp said all of the institutions in Pennsylvania,
including Penn State, Temple University and Cheyney
State College, have experienced a large decline in
education enrollment in the last three years, so there
are fewer students to place.

Sandy Cohen (11th-elementary education), said Penn
State students were not affected nearly as much as
students from Philadelphia colleges.

Cohen, who is student teaching this term in a Philadel-
phia suburb, said many students fromTemple Universi-
ty and other colleges in the Philadelphia area who
usually receive placements in the city werereassigned
to parochial and private schools.
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HAS YOUR BRAND AT A
PLEASING PRICE!!!
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I SHALL
RETURN!

If you're hungry as the whole Fifth
Army, march out to Toftrees'

Thursday Evening Buffet. Capture
the custom•carved Prime Rib,

wade into gourmet entries that
vary each week, like Sole

Florentine, or rich Rack ofLamb,
or savory Veal Picata. Conquer,
like Caesar, the fields ofsalad.

Advance through lines of
vegetables, over mountains of

fresh fruit and hot crusty breads.
Our chef will never call retreat ...

and it won't take the Pentagon to
_pay for it. Just $12.50, for as long

as you can counter-attack.

Toftrees
countrycountry club and lodge

onecountry club lane. tottrees
• 237-4877
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ice cream.Mted wlrFinut/leg.
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country Tavern
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12,500 hoagie
rolls, please

Today's dining hall meal of meatball sandwiches was in the
making yesterday at the Food Services bakery. The bakery,
housed in the Food Stores building near the bus station,
supplies mostof the pastries, cookies, rolls andbreads forthe
HUB food operations, dining halls at Uniyersity Park and
often Commonwealth campuses. Occasionally, baked goods
are even supplied to the Nittany Lion Inn, Bill Curley,
director of food services, said.

To handle baking for 12,500 University Park students the
bakery uses more than five tons of flour, 11/2 tons of sugar,
eight tons of shortening and 180 lbs. of dry yeast a week.
Much of this goes into the more than 285,000 loaves of bread
baked ayear. The rolls made yesterday are part of the 275,-
000 dozen rolls made annually.

The dough is made in a big mixer with a capacity for 640
loaves, aboveleft. It is then formed into little balls, right, and
shaped into rolls for the final rising. After rising they are
baked, above. Finally, they are automatically dumped onto
cooling conveyors which snake through the bakery, bagged,
and sent out.

Photos by Janis Burger

IS LAW SCHOOL FOR YOU?
A DISCUSSION WITH

Sandra Weckesser
Admissions Officer

Temple University School of Law
Virginia Eisenstein

Attorney
Ben Novak
Attorney

Edward Keynes
Professor of Political Science

Thursday, November 5
301 HUB 7:30-9:30

Sponsored by Dept. of Political Science

Trip a journalist today. a0;
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