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omano s shirt blue once again
By TOM VERDUCCI
Daily Collegian Sports Writer

Two freckle-faced girls, barely eye-
level to his knee pads, held out their
small notebooks and pens without saying
a word.

The 6-4, 250-pounder looking even
bigger than that in his full pads —smiled,
took a pen and scratched out "Jim Ro-
mano #53."

The girls returned the smile and, still
silent, walked away in search of more
signatures at the football team's Family-
Camera Day on Saturday.

"I don't like that so much," Romano
says. "Because right now my name
means nothing."

.• True, the name JimRomano might not
be all that familiar to Penn State football

'fans no matter what their age. But that's
because Romano sat out last season as a
redshirt.

Come this fall, young and old alike will
know who Jim Romano is, for the senior
is working in the Lions' spring drills to
claim the starting center position.

Actually, Romano has already made a
name for himself at Penn State. He
backed up former Lion center Chuck
Correal in 1977as a freshman and started
at guard in 1978 when the Lions rolled to

an unbeaten regular season and a No.l Practices were no 'easier. After all,
ranking. who in his right mind would go head-to-

But in 1979, Romano found himself in head with the first-team defense every
the role of a backup again, this time to day in practice, run the opponent'splays
centerBob Jagers. and realize you'd never play in the

Romano could have spent last season games?
acting out the same bit part, but instead But Jim Romano is no crazier than
he and Lion coach Joe Paterno agreed it your average football player. His "pay
would be wiser to sit out Penn State's now, play later" theory seems to be
1980 production and strut his talent upon working out.
the stage in 1981. "I'm older, stronger, smarter and a

'l'm older, stronger, smarter and a better football
player'

That decision wasexactly one year ago
from the dayhe gaveout his autographto
the two girls.

—Jim Romano

Romano says hehopes to be starting at
center, a position he prefers over guard
because "you're more or less in the
center of things. You get to handle the
ball, and you have more responsibility."

Right now Romano is working with
Mark Battaglia Jager's understudy
last year at the No.l center slot. One
day Romano will work with the first-
team offense, and the next day it will be
Battaglia's turn.

better football player," he says. "I was
only 17 when I played my first college
game."

Romano admits he's "a little rusty,"
and he's still getting acclimated to the
drills and techniques he missed out on
last year.

Romano says making the decision to
delay his final year of eligibility wasn't
too difficult ("Hey, I like it here. I don't
mind staying an extra year."), but it
wasn't easy being on the sidelines or next
to his radio when the Lions played.

But Jim .Romano is optimistic, and
much of his optimism springs from Penn
State's schedule that includes such nota-
bles as Nebraska, Alabama, Notre Dame
and Pittsburgh. •

Romano may be older, but he still hasa
boyish smile, and his blond hair and blue
eyes belie his Italian surname. He'll turn
22 on Sept. 7 five days before Penn
State opens its 95th football season and
Romano his final collegiate season.
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(near College & Garner)
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ServingPepsl-Cola Sun. 1.11 I

"I'm excited about the schedule," Ro-
mano says. "In order to be national
champs, you have to be showcased. We'll
probably be on TV three or four times,
and if we can come, on strong in those
games, who knows what can happen."

What probably will happen will be a
showering of accolades for Penn State.
And amid all that attention, maybe Jim
Romano won't feel so guilty about sign-
ing autographs.
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Minutes before the men's gymnastics
meet between Arizona State and Ore-
gon began on Feb. 13, 1981, in Tempe,
Ariz., a Sun Devil graduate student
emerged from the home team's locker
room. He calmly walked onto the floor
and prepared himself for an eveningof
officiating an NCAA-sanctioned dual
meet. • -

assistant coach was biased, he would
have been thrown out and would not
have affected the score anyway. I
think subconsciously the thing that
would hurt us is the guy knows our
routines better and would be more
strict on us."

But Vega said he did nothing illegal
or in conflict with any ethical
guidelines.

"If I had any of those judges in my
pocket, ouryear would not have been
so low all year round," Vega said.

"Isn't it funny that Penn State
scoreda 277 at home (in the Lions' last
regular-season meet against Pitt)?
I'veseen Penn State, and they're not a
277 team. Now you tell me who has the
judges in their hip pocket."

But Bob Stout, the Eastern Regional
Technical Director of the National
Gymnastics Judges Association and
the official who assigns the judgesfor
Lion home meets, said Penn State has
always tried to remain as isolated
from the judgingprocess as possible.caato "They have never tried to influence
any of the judging, ever, and I can't
say that strongly enough," he said.
"And believe me, I'm the one who
makes the judgements about who's
going to be there. I look over the
schedule to see which meets are the
most pressure meets, I instruct the
judges ahead of time, and they're
completely above-board."

The list of questionable incidents
involving judges goeson. At this year's
Ohio State-Illinois State meet in Co-
lumbus, Ohio, which the Buckeyes won
268.20-252.25, Ohio State coach Mike
Wilson recruited two nationally certi-
fied judgesout ofthe stands when a full
contingent of four judges failed to
appear for the meet. One of those
judgeswas named Michael Wilson. Jr.

the coach's son and a member of the
team.

"Accordingto the assignment chair-
man for Ohio State," Bill Roetzheim,
NCAA rules committee chairman and

executive secretary of the National
Gymnastics Judges Association, said,
"there were no judges assigned to the
meet because it did not show as being a
home meet for Ohio State, so naturally
he didn't assign any judges."

Usually, a host coach is sent a list of
judges that have been assigned to a
particular home meet two to three
weeks in advance by the assigning
official so paychecks can drawn up,
travel arrangements for the judges
can be made, etc. So if the assigning
official didn't make assignments for
the OSU-Illinois St. meet, Wilson would
have known that well in advance.

Unfortunately, this was not the only
incident questioning the integrity and
impartiality of NCAA men's gymnas-
tics judges that arose this year. Even
Penn State has not been spared the
trauma of having to compete in a meet
where the judges were, shall we say,
less than impartial.

By the time the meet was over, his
scores for Arizona State were thrown
out 12 times for being too high. And 14
times his scores for Oregon were
thrown out for being too , low. The Sun
Devils, of course, won. '

But that shouldn't have been too
surprising. After all, the young man's
name was, ironically, Phil Cheetham.

"This meet was scheduled a year in
advance, and there's a questionwheth-
er Mike had forgotten to turn it inor he
was going to hire his own judges•or
what," Illinois State head coach Al
Weith said. "Mikekept relating to him
(interim coach Bruce Biersdorf) that
they should be here, and they never
showed."

Even more unbelievable is the. fact
that Cheetham is the assistant coach of
the Arizona State men's gymnastics
team. Bias? '

"I wouldn't want to say that," Ore-
gon head coach Don Ballester
"Not intentionally .bias, but he was
obviously biased. The facts and figures
say that. I would bevery, veryhe.sitant
to say this young man cheated, al-
though the facts speak for them-
selves."

Wilson had no comment on anything
concerning the meet

After a 269.80-267.55 loss atLSU Feb.
6, Penn State coachKarl Schwenzfeier
said Tiger coach Armando Vega was
controlling the judges' scores by ges-
turing his approval or disapproval or
by yelling at the judges when scores
were flashed. In addition, LSU em-
ployed alurhnus Mike Gadawa, a for-
mer Tiger top all-arounder, as a judge
for the meet.

In every section of the country thia
season, there have been reports of
schools and coaches taking liberties
with the NCAA's ethics code concern-
ing the impartiality of judges. And
incidents like the ones at Ohio State
and Arizona State poignantly show the
need forsome action to be taken by the
NCAA gymnastics rules committee at
a voting Meetingthis week in Chicago.

". . .They're violating the spirit of
the code," Roetzheim said. "But in
essence, when you get right down to
the legality of the code, it should have
been written much firmer with penali-
ties being assessed."

•In all, Cheetham scored the meet six
points in the Sun Devils' favor, while
two of the other three judges had
Oregon winning the meet, one by two
points and the other by just a few
tenths. The fourth judge had Arizona
State ahead by .3 of a point.

But Sun Devil head coach Don Rob-
inson said Cheetharn did not give the
meet to Arizona State.

"The actions of the coach (Vega) on
the floor were certainly not above
reproach," Schwenzfeier said. "It
seemed obvious that the head judge
would respond to just about anything
he was being gestured or being spoken
to from the coach."

"I don't know where the big com-
plaint came from, and it's 'a very
invalid complaintbecause of one thing

we hadfour judges,"he said. "Ifmy As the code stands at this point, a

Gymmen beware, here comes da udge
school or a judge violating the ethics
code stands to receive nothing more
than a reprimand from the NGJA. But
that could change after this year's
encore performances by some
coaches.

"I think situations like this certainly
help," Roetzheim said. "There are
parts of the country where the coaches
are holding onto the prerogative of
bringing their own officials in, and
they're fighting for this because it is a
weapon an offensive weapon.

"And so there'll be a lot ofopposition
from some coaching factors.. But I
think because of some flagrant situa-
tions this year, the rules committee
will overwhelmingly pass a code of
ethics that's enforceable."

Those changes might include every-
thing from tighter controls in assign-
ing officials to a suggestion by
Oregon's Ballester that schools who
violate ethics rules be givena zero for
the meet in question.

Schwenzfeier, a member of the rules
committee said, "I don't go to the rules
committe just to put my hands in my
pockets. I had quite a few proposals
last year that would have helped the
situation either voted down in our
committee or turned down the NCAA
executive committee.

"And you better believe Penn State's
voicewill be heard intrying to cleanup
this situation."

With coaches like Robinson and Wil-
son around, it's about time.

Ron Gardner is a ninth-term busi-
ness management major and an assis-
tant sports editor for The Daily
Collegian.

The Daily Collegian Wednesday, April 15, 1981-13

Foil's foul-up
fuels Phillies
PHILADELPHIA (AP) Shortstop

Tim Foli of the Pittsburgh Pirates has a
reputation as a baseball player who
doesn't make mental mistakes.

But nobody is perfect.
"I was dumb," said Foli, who forgot

how many outs there were on a play
which cost the Pirates.a run in their 5-1
loss to the Philadelphia Phillies Monday
night.

The Pirates, who were idle yesterday,
meet the Phils again here tonight.

"There is no excuse," Foil said. "I
didn't do that when I was 6 years old.
shouldn't do that now."

Foil's mistake happened in the second
inning with Philadelphia's Bob Boone at
second base and Steve Carlton at first.

Lonnie Smith hit a grounder to second
baseman Dale Berra, who under-handed
the ball to Foli at second base for the
forceout on Carlton.

Foil thought it was the third out of the
inning, 'so he performed the customary
baseball favor of flipping the ball toward
Carlton so the PhiHies' pitcher wouldn't
have to retrieve it for the next inning.

But it was only the second out, and
Boone raced all the way home to score.

In Foli's defense, the play followed a
seven-minute delay that began when the
bat slipped out of Smith's hands and
struck plate umpire Joe West in the head,
causing some bleeding. '

ButFoil Wouldn't use the distractionas
an alibi.

`I don't care if it was delayed fiie
days," he said. "After every pitch, I look
at the count and the outs."

In addition to Foli's mental mistakes,
the Pirates were also charged with three
errors Monday night.

"Teams just have games like this once
in a while," Pirate manager Chuck Tan-
ner said.

"It will happen to the Phillies before
this season is over."

hilear Ye!
is 'near Ye!
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Breakfast Specials
Served from 6 a.m. to 11 a.m.

PENN STATE CONTINENTAL Large Glass of
OUR OWN Citrus Juice, 2 slices of OUR OWN
Sourdough Bread Toasted or Regular Toast, Butter &

Jelly (OUR OWN Honey Butter on
Request .20) .99

• TRUE CONTINENTAL OUR OWN Croissant or
Brioche, Butter, Jam, Jelly or Marmalade, Cheddar
Cheese and Fresh Apple Slices (OUR OWN Honey
Butter onRequest .20) 1.39

• FIRST PERIOD RUSH Two Eggs, Fried or
Scrambled, Home Fries and Two Slices of Toast,
Butter & Jelly (OUR OWN Honey Butter on
Request .20) .99

ALSO FEATURINGBROWN-BAG-LUNCH-TO•GO only '1.95

Open 24 Hours 1126W. College Ave.

• TWO BY TWO Two Eggs, Fried or Scrambled and
Two Large Pancakes, Butter and Syrup 1.49

SECOND PERIOD FEAST Two Eggs, Fried or
Scrambled, Home Fries, Bacon or Sausage and Two
Slices Toast, Butter & Jelly (OUR OWN Honey
Butter on Request .20) 1.69

IT'S NOT TOO LATE!!
STUDY MEDICINE AND DENTISTRY IN THE

SUNNY CARRIBERN
* World Health Organization Approved
• Hospital Affiliated
* Government Chartered
* Modern Classrooms and Equipment
* Clinical Experience
* Tuition Loan Program
* U.S. Clerkship Program

For information pamphlet ancil
Student Laision, P.O. Box 27, Walden, New York 12586
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Ifyou have a $lO,OOO job waitingfor you,

you couldhave an American Express® Card
right now.

Trade the card you've been using every day
for the Card you'll be using the rest ofyour life.

You're about to leave school and enterawhole
new world. You've got greatexpectations. So
doesAmericanExpress. For you.

That's.why AmericanExpress hascreated,a
special plan that reduces the usual application
requirements - so you can get the Card before
you finish school.

traveled use for business lunches, buying clothes
for work, paying for vacations - for all sorts of
after-school activities.

One of the surest ways to establish yourself is
to start out as ifyou were already established. And
justhaving the Card gives you the chanceto
establish a solid credit rating.

So trade up now. You'll find application foriris
on campus bulletin boards. Or call toll-free
800-528-8000 and ask for a Special Student Appli-
cation. And set yourself upfor next year before
you finish this one.

AMERICAN
The American Express'Card. EGRESS

Don't leave school without it.
All you need to apply is a $lO,OOO jobor the

promise ofone.
You'll use the Card the wealthy and the well-
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Today's Specials
,

..

• Chicken Fingers & Sports Spuds $1.99 :
:''

.

Chef Salad & Soup $2.60
FRESH, HOMESTYLE SOUPS DAILY •• •

The PressBox is locatedat 129 S. Pugh M 11,1 N 1 ::''
1,4 1\ t:

: St. acrossfrom the parking garage ' '
• the Original State College Sports Bar :. •
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