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Fear not the I\/Iuseum

By JUDD A. BLOUCH
Daily Collegian Staff Writer

Editor’s note: this is the last in a two-
part series on the University’s Museum
of Art.

The Museum of Art located between
the Creamery and the Forum, has a lot
going for it. It has a beautiful building, a
large permanent collection, good man-
agement and an active auxilary.

Yet, despite its wealth and quick
growth over the past eight years, the
museum lacks a very vital ingredient to

success — patronage from the students it
is supposed to serve.

Director of the museum, William Hull,
said he is concerned with the number of
students wheo visit. “The arts are not for
everyone and visual arts are the last to
be understood,’”” Hull said.

The man most involved with getting
students into the museum is Assistant
Director William Davis. He feels there
are several reasons why University stu-
dents fail to take advantage of such a fine

" Photo by Barbara Parkyn

A student (left) views one of the’ smaller works in the Museum of Art, in
contrast with a larger piece (below). An empty gallery (right) is an example of
the »iry design of the museum, so often neglected by students.

Davis said that students and people in
general don’t visit museums because
they are afraid they may not fully under-
stand what the theme and meaning of the
art is.

“Students don’t come to museums be-
cause they don’t know what to say when

they leave the museum,” Davis said.

Compounding this problem is the Penn-
sylvania, blue-collar society from. which
many Penn State students come. Ask
these people a question about football or
deer hunting and they’ll probably be able
to answer you; ask them about fine aft
and they’ll probably laugh nervously and
change the subject.

Davis also said many people stay away’
from art museums because they don’t
think they’ll like what they see. He said,
however, that opinion is a part of art and
everybody is entitled to their own.

“Sometimes in an exhibit we have
here, I'll really love, perhaps, ten of the

pieces, just like the majority of them and

not really appreciate the rest,” Davis
said.

In addition to people’s anxieties about
art, Davis said that many aren’t even
sure how to visit a museum. He com-

. pares it to a library. One doesn’t go and

read-all the books; likewise, in a mu-
seum, one can just look at as much as
time allows and leave.

There remains, however, a museum
mystique. ‘“Museums seem formidable,”
Davis said. “We’re our own worst ene-
my 1 N v

To take away the feeling of awe and
intimidation Davis has designed the
hghtmg and floor space to create a spa-
cious, airy environment in which’ wsntors

canrelax. . .
Davis said relaxation and recreation

are what the museum is really there for;
art appreciation doesn’t have to mean
that the visitor must fully understand the
artist’s meaning or, other abstract con-
cepts that so often scare people away.
And museum management has suc-
ceeded‘m its quest for the proper atmo-
sphere. Ask most people who have
walked through the Museum of Art (my-
self included) and they will tell you that

peace and quiet abound there.
Now that the museum has established

. a sizable permanent collection and ar-

ranged a suitable environment, Davis
said it can-really go about the business of

.drawing in student visitors and make

them aware of all the things available.
“We never really wanted to pump it up
in the early days,”’ Davis said.
‘To draw in more students, the museum
is planning a student advisory committee
and also plans to start distributing post-
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ers and calenders on a more regular
basis. . : W

-t

Here is where Davis qualifies his dg-
sire to attract more students.

said. “We want more students to visit us,
but we don’t want to turn it into a zoo

If Davis and Hull keep up their fme
performance record they won’t have to
worry about creating a zoo — ]llst a good
art museum. :

April 26,1981
Tickets: $6.00

Sﬁﬂpm

Rec Hall |

limit 4/student ID
ALL SEATS- RESERVED

Ticket applications now available at the HUB desk
“and will be accepted there from 9a.m. to 4pm.

on April 14,15, 16

emaining tickets go on sale Apl‘ll 21 from

9a.m. to 4pm. at the HUB desk
Presented by the UCC

“We're ,
working with a two-edged sword,” Davis "
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“The Final Conflict’

another hellish sequel

= Damien’s last stand |
The monks have in their possession the

" BY MARK SEINFELT
' For The Daily Collegian
: Sequels to horror films never seem to
make it. “The Final Conflict’ - the third
and last chapter in the life story of
antichrist Damien Thorn — does not

equal the original “Omen” and also has -

the distinction of being one of the year’s

' .worst films. -

‘movie review

“.. Damien.(Sam Neil) is all grown-up and
is now the powerful chairman of the
‘world’s largest corporation. He has just
-been appointed American ambassador to
England But thmgs aren’t a bed of
‘roses; the Messiah is soon to be reborn
and Damien discovers that his powers
are quickly diminishing. He orders his
followers to murder every male child
born in England on the day of the Mes-
. siah’s birth, but somehow they fail to
“eliminate the baby Nazarene.
‘Meanwhile, a group of monks is trying
tocut Damlen s political and prophesized
career short. If they don’t stop himn, he
may wind up as a presidential candidate,

only weapons that are capable of killing
Damien — a set of righteous knives
which we've already seen in the two prior
pxctures.

Anyway, the monks launch an absurd
attempt to save mankind from the evil
grasp of Satan. But unfortunately they
can’t save the film from the lack of
suspense which begins to become a bad
omen in itself. The film degenerates into
a wow-what-unfortunate-monk-will-
Damien-kill-next montage leavmg the
viewer with an empty feeling in his
stomach.

After filling this v01d with a candy bar,
I returned to my seat to find that the-

Devil had succeeded in bedding a T.V.
interviewer (Lisa Harrow). After this,

Damien spouts some mumbo-jumbo

about his father 4and the nature of good
and evil. But for most of the film, he sits
in his office giving orders to his disciples.

By this point, I was beginning to get
restless when the anticlimactic climax

appeared on screen, complete with a.

vision of the Messiah. Wow! i
This film is a poor way to end the
trilogy. It lacks suspense and a good plot,
and is a waste of time. Viewers who
enjoyed the original ‘‘Omen” would be
well advised to stay away from this
hellish celluloid reject. Hallelujah.
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CRABTREES

1325. Allen Street  State College
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April Diamond Sale!

Shlmmermg, fiery, dazzlmg diamond jewelry

... Greaf'forgifts, perfect for youirself. Chioose
from our fabulous array, elegant in solitaire
settings or surrounded by Crabtrees’ 68 years
of integrity, quality service and experience.
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The Collee of AB'usiness
Student Council
Presents:

JEWELERS

237-4681 Mon.-Sat. 9:00-5:00

Tomorrow, April 16th
in the HUB

+ All Students Welcome

What'’s the buzz?

Celebrate Easter with the The Center Stage Players (above) as they present
“Jesus Christ Superstar,”” opening tonight at Gatsby’s Dinner/Theatre. The hit
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Broadway musical will run through Saturday and tickets for the show are
available at the door.
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“Spring Blossorn" China by Salem

get an additional place setting for only $6.50 plus tax.

At Mid-State Bank, beautlful china accessories are beautifully affordable. You can get a

four-piece completer set—a soup bowl, salad plate, bread and butter plate, and fruit dish—for

only $5.95 plus tax with any $25 deposu: Or choose from vegetable bowls, cream and sugar sets,

casseroles, platters, and gravy boats—all at very special prices. You can get the entire 61-piece
set— service for eight—for only $99.95 plus tax with

a $1000 deposit to any Mid-State savings plan.
~ Come to Mid-State Bank where you can
build your collection of Spring Blossom
-fine China. So come in soon. Your table
will look more beautiful than ever
—and so will your savings.
First free place setting offer

expires July 3, 1981.
Limit one per family.

Your first place setting FREE
with $100 savings deposit!

Watch your table blossom—and watch your
savings grow. Mid-State Bank gives you a
wonderful opportunity to build your own
collection of “Spring Blossom” China by
Salem. It’s elegant . . . it's ovenproof . . .
t’s dishwasher safe. And it’s yours—now
—when you come in to Mid-State Bank.
Your first place setting is absolutely free
when you deposit $100 or more in a new or
existing Mid-State Savings Account
-. .. or when you open a new Check-
ing or Checking-With-Interest

account with $300 or more.

It’s easy to build your china collection.
Every time you deposit $25 or more, you can

Member F.D.1.C.




