Gridders rich in
talented freshmen

By TOM VERDUCCI
Daily Collegian Sports Writer

Penn State, perennially rich in
personnel, acquired some additional
assets that should keep it among the
high society of collegiate football.

Coach Joe Paterno lured some of
the top high school players in the
country to Penn State to form a
freshman class that certainly rates
with the best in his 15 years as a head
coach.

The 1980 Nittany Lion roster lists 29
incoming freshmen who will be
facing the likes of Alabama,
Nebraska, Notre Dame, Missouri,
Texas A&M and Pittsburgh during
their careers.

“I'think it’s a good group,”” Paterno
said. “Not just in their athletic
ability, but in maturity, in their in-
telligence. They've learned very
quickly. They show a great deal of

poise for young people. They've '

stayed in there physicallf over the
grind. I've been very impressed with
them.”

Not only is it a talented class, but it
is a large class. Paterno has said he
prefers_ staying well under the
National Collegiate Athletic
Association limit of 30 scholarships
per year. The NCAA also limits a
school to 95 total grants-in-aid per
year,

And if Paterno were the NCAA’
lawmaker, the first limitation he'd
institute would be on freshman
eligibility.

“It’s a challenge I don’t think we -

should ask them to make,” Paterno
said. *'I think they ought to come and

‘not 'be able to play. It's a tough
- situation for them.”

Paterno would not say' if there
would be any immediate con-

- tributions from the newcomers —ala

Curt Warner’'s smashing debut last
year against Rutgers — but if any are
heard from early, Kenny Jackson
probably will be making the most
noise. ]

The 5-11%, 160-pound wideout was
called ‘‘the most sought after athlete
in the country’’ by Pitt coach Jackie
Sherrill. Jackson was a standout
football and basketball player at
South River (N.J.) High School as
well as a state champion in track.

While Jackson will share the punt
return duties with Terry Rakowsky,
he will not start at wideout but should
see some playing time behind Mickey

Urquhart and Gregg Garrity at that
position, ‘

“I've got a lot to learn » Jackson
said. “I don’t think coach Paterno

- wants to put me on the spot I‘lgh/%

away.

“I'm not comfortable : with the
situation. You do well when you're
comfortable with yourself and it's
been a big change for me. I've never
really been away from home before.
I'm in a maze myself.”

Jackson hopes to give the Lion§"

something they lacked last year — a
deep threat. With 4.45 speed in the 40,
Jackson can create havoc in defen-
sive backfields.

Jackson said the transmon from

'high school to college has been easier

for him than for the other freshmer®
because of his roommate — who also.
happens to be his brother. :

Roger Jackson, a 6-0, 172-pound
defensive halfback also signed on
with Penn State this fall after at-
tending a junior college. He will be
red-shirted this year, however. : v

Paterno is also expecting big things
from another set of roommates wh
both led their respective states in
scoring.

Jon Williams (5-9%, 192) of
Somerville (N.J.) High School and
Skeeter Nichols (6-0,.192) of 'Camg
bridge (Md.) High School both ap-
pear to be capable of carrying on the
tradition of talented running backs at
Penn State.

A host of returning runners in the
Penn State camp will allow the pair
only limited playing time, but that'¢.
something both are more than ready
toface.

““As far as moving someone out,
that's a long shot,”” Nichols said. “But
I never really had a challenge before
and that’s one of the reasons why I
chose Penn State. . .the challengg,
andit’s a place to become mature.”

“It's been working out pretty
good,” Williams said. ‘‘I've been
running sometimes with the first
team guys so maybe I could get m for
one or two plays.”

First-year standouts on the lm
include defensive end Kirk Bowman®
(6-1, 226), offensive guard Scott
Carraher (6-4, 233), offensive tackle
Pat Daily (6-4%, 251), defensive
tackles Greg Gattuso.(6-4, 250) and
Nick Haden (6-21%, 232) and
linebackers Carmen Masciantonio (€
2, 207) and Scott Radecic (6-3, 224).
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“freedomi from 'cho:ce step down to Record‘_
Revolutlon "You' have freedom-to choose .
among the ‘newest releases from Europe or-
“'America, on _the largest major label or the
* most obscure independent label. We have
- the area’s’ only selection of seven . mch
smgles ‘from the U.K. and a w:de varlety of
: “albums from England and the European con- . .-
_tinent: as -well._Types of musrc offered in-
cludeJazz ‘Reggae, Blues, - Folk, .Rock,
;-BIUég’”ra's:s,“ﬂ “Disco, Popular vocal, . Country,
~Soul, New Wave/Punk and music dlsltnbuted
'by the Women’s Music Express - a unique
creatrve outlet for music-that is wrltten,,- ar- ,
‘-ﬁranged performed"-‘-recorded produced and
.;.:~d:strlbuted by women, - to .be enjoyed - by
everyone' Publications from the Music Press
include" New Mus:c Express Slash Trouser
Press Musrc:an fJazz Tlmes .Zlg Zag, Melody

pre -recorded and “blank tapes -as well as;._..
varlous related accessories. If. you are in-
terested in: Explormg d:fferent types of
mus:c try Record Revolutron Freedom of
cho:ce IS whatyou got' A s

" 318E.College Ave., State College (Below Campus Casino), 2340880 .




