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Dead success a mystery
to guitarist Jerry Garcia

It's easier to yank meat froth the jaws
of a shark than to track down Jerry
Garcia. But 25 minutes before the
Grateful Dead was to play before a sell-
out audience at Rec Hall, Daily
Collegian Staff Writer Chris Reilly
managed to capture the living legend for
a brief interview. •

mercial appeal. What is your feeling
aboutthat? 1

GARCIA: Wellwe havenot succeeded.
No, so far we have not been corn-,
mercially successful with anything
we've ever done, including the last one.
We would love to be commercially
successful because it would make life a
lot easierfor

COLLEGIAN: What about com-
mercialism?

GARCIA: Well that hasnever been our
intention, it's not the sort of thing you
can do on purpose. I think it's something
that happens. I mean we don't have
commercial thoughts. It's just like our
music doesn't end up being commercial,,
regardless. Evert if we sat around and,
planned, for example, to make arecor d
(commercially), I doubt very much that
itwould end up being commercial.

COLLEGIAN: Is there any particular
guitar player you emulated when you
wereyounger?

GARCIA: Oh lots of them, but no one
in particiltlar. I mean I listened a lot to
the obvious, the early rock androll guys.

Chuck Berry. And then later on I
listened, to blues players. Freddie King
probably influenced me more than any
other Single .blues guitarplayer .

. . and
then 8.8.King of course.

COLLEGIAN: Recently a lot has been
said about the band compromising its
approach to music for greater com-

"COLLEGIAN: Is there a similar
fashion in which most of your songs are,

'initiated, composed and arranged?
GARCIA: No, not' roily. The thing isi

that any of us who are Writing tends to'
have more or less of ati arrangement in
mind . . . which we then try to com-
municate to everybodyelse.

COLLEGIAN: Has the absence, of
Keith and Donna Godchaux Caused
adjustments in the musical direction of
the band?

GARCIA: Yeah, it has. Now we have a
new guy (Brent Mydland keyboards),
so he's adding his energy to the music
and I think affecting the music in a real
positive way.

COLLEGIAN: Guitar Player
magazine labeled your picking style
unorthodox. Does that bother you?

GARCIA: No, notyet. (Laughter)
COLLEGIAN: Do you foresee any

more personnel changesin the future?
GARCIA: Well, it's hard to tell, but I

don't see anyright away.
COLLEGIAN: Can you tell me about

"Spring Tour '79?"
GARCIA: Well, actually this is a very

short tour. We're playing arenas about
this size (Rec Hall) or larger and mostly
what we're playing id college campuses
and the sort. Similar to this (Penn
State). This is typical.

COLLEGIAN: Do yoq prefer smaller
auditoriums to the super-arenas?',

GARCIA:, It,depends. There ate some
small places that are really dreadful to
play in, some that are great. Some big
places that are dreadful, some that are
great.

COLLEGIAN: Rec Hall?
GARCIA: I don't know yet, I won't

know until we play there.
COLLEGIAN: The band seems to be

on the road more than most.
GARCIA: Yeah, that's what we do for

•our living. (Laughter)
COLLEGIAN: You don't spend much

time in the studio?
GARCIA: Not a whole lot. Yeah, we do

spend some time in the studio but not a
whole lotof time.

COLLEGIAN: How do you cope with
lifeon the road?

GARCIA: Well we're pretty well
adjusted to it. I mean after a while you
have to learn to,adjust yourself to this
way of life and that's part of the
challenge, that's part of surviving it.
We've done pretty good.We've been able
to adjustpretty well.

COLLEGIAN: Last year you visited
Egypt. Do you plan any future ex-
peditions?

GARCIA: Yeah, we've thought of it,
but we don'thave any specific plans yet.
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'Ican't attribute it (longevity) to any one thing. I have to assume thatit has something
to do with us doing something that we feel is theright thing to do. You know, Iguess
it's our instincts areproper for who we are. Ireally can't say for sure.'

We had such a good time in Egypt that
we'rereally turnedon to the idea.

COLLEGIAN: SouthAmerica?
GARCIA: Probably not. We're looking

at possibly the Orient.
COLLEGIAN: What is the idea behind

these excursions to the ancient and
remote?

GARCIA: Yeah, we're gonna start
recording pretty quickly after this tour.
After this tour is over, we'll start
working on our nextalbum.

COLLEGIAN: Will the next album
take a different direction than
"Shakedown Street"?

GARCIA: Well, it's hard to tell. So far

it close to what I had in mind those
kinds of things.

GARCIA: Uh, fun for us, you know.
It's interesting to see what happensto us,
and the music when we go some place
that's a very different environment. It's
a way of us fooling with our own little
laboratory.

COLLEGIAN: Are you getting the
same kind of response in other coun-
tries?

we don't have the material together for
it. After we come back from this tour,
that's when the material will be coming
together. At this point it's a little early to
tell.

COLLEGIAN: Was - "Shakedown
Street" close towhat you had in mind?

GARCIA: Some ofthose tunes were.
COLLEGIAN: To what do you at:

tribute the longevity orstaying power of
the Grateful Dead? ,

COLLEGIAN: The 'Shakedown'
album was put together rather quickly.
Is this characteristic of most of your
albums?

GARCIA: I don'tknow, I really don't. I
'can't attribute it to any one thing. I have
to assume that it has something to do
'with us doing something that we feel is.
the right thing to do, You know, I guess'
'it's our instincts are proper for who we;
are. I really can't say forsure.

COLLEGIAN: You've lasted through
Vietnam, Watergate and now ThreeMile

GARCIA: Yeah, they gotinto it.
COLLEGIAN: Do you have any

recording projects on the drawing
board?

GARCIA: No, some of them take a
long time arid some don't. It's tough to
measure the individual success of an
album. I have to judgein terms like is

Island. How long do you plan to con-
tinue?

GARCIA: 'As long as it's fun and in-.
teresting.

If you are into soup, salad, or sandwiches --- have you tried
the Terrace Room Cafeteria for lunch?

Soup:

Salad: Our Salad Bar features an extensive selection of
Fresh Vegetables, Salads, andRelishes.

The Salad Bowl $1.15

Sandwiches:

Sandwich Only, withDill Pickle Strip $1.45

The

Terrace Room Cafeteria
Serving the University Community with Quality Food at
affordable prices.

Current Menu Information 24 Hours A Day Dial-A-Menu 865-1516
Catering Services available to University Organizations call 865-7623

Two Choices featured every day
New England Clam Chowder every Friday Bowl $.65
Other Soup .Selections include such specialties as Canadian
Cheese, Minestrone, Split Pea, Cream of Broccoli, Corn
Chowder ... and many more, made fresh daily in our kitchen
Bowl $.55

The SaladPlate $1.70

Pre-portioned Individual Salads are also available to accom-
pany your other menu selections.

Our Deli Sandwich Counter offers a selection of Pastrami,
Corned Beef, Turkey, Ham, Roast Beef,. or Genoa Salami (plus
Swiss Cheese with any meat selection) on your choice of a
Sesame Roll, Rye Bread, or Whole Wheat Bread.

The Deli Platter: Sandwich, Dill Picklestrip, Potato Chips,
Cole Slaw $1.85


