
Americans in control after a slow start
By ED SOCHA
Daily Collegian Sports Writer

six straight points from an 11-9 deficit to
force the fifth and decidinggame.

In that deciding game, the Americans
took an early lead and held on to win the
game and the match. Hyman, Woodstra
and Patty Dowdell were all the offense
the Americans needed in the 15-5win.

The United States women's national
volleyball team, led by 6' 5" Flo Hyman,
defeated the Japanese national women's
volleyball team three games to two in an
exhibition match Friday night at Rec
Hall.. After the match, Nittany Lion

volleyball coach and local match
coordinator Tom Tait commented on the
play of the two teams.

The U.S. women won by scores of 15-
10, 13-15, 15-11. 11-15, and 15-5.

Abbut 4,000 people saw the American
team come back from a four-point
deficit in the first game to take control
the remainder of the game. With Sue
Woodstra serving, the Americans reeled
off six straight points to jump to a 9-7
lead a lead they never lost.

"The Americans had the firepower,"
Tait said. He was especially impressed
with the play of Flo Hyman. "She was
dominating,"Tait said. "She was hitting
very high."

Tait explained that some of the other
American players were hitting the ball
low over the net, making it easy for the
Japaneseto block.

In the second game, the Japanese
began leaping and diving techniques, a
characteristic of Japanese play. They
jumped to an early lead, which was
again taken away by strong American
play, but cameback to tie the score at 13-
13 and eventually win the game.

"High hitting makes it hard to block. It
gives you an enormous difference in
whatyou can do offensively," Tait said.

About the Japanese, Tait said,
"They're a lot better team than what
they've shown at this stage." He added
that the Japanese have been working
extremely hard at recent practices, but
were just outplayedby the Americans on
Friday night.

.

In game three, the Americans
demonstrated that they were a strong
team, even without Flo Hyman. With
Hyman on the bench and Laurel Brassey
in her place on the floor, the Americans
ran off six straight points on their way to
a 13-6 lead. They held on to go ahead of
the Japanese two games to one for the
match.

Tait sees Friday's match as a possible
springboard for volleyball both at Penn
State and in the country asa whole.

Game four belonged to the Japanese.
Although it was a close match most of
the way, the Japanese came back with

"It'sone way to introduce volleyball to
people who hadn't seen it before," Tait
said.
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The American victory at Rec Hall Friday night
carries with it a few suggestions about the world of
volleyball in the future.

By virtue of their three-games-to-two-victory, the
American team went ahead 15-5 in tour wins. American

- Oct. 2. •

Coach Selinger says that the tour shows both the
improvement in the American team and somewhat of a
decline in the Japanese team. He pointed out that the
Americans had little trouble handling the Japanese
early in the tour, and thinks that the Americans will
have little trouble therest of the way.

coachArie Selinger expected the tour to be more evenly
matched. .

Selinger pointed out that the Japanege coach Shigeo
Yamada is building a new team for the 1980Olympics.f!')0 "Considering this is the twentieth match with a lot of Selinger said Yamada has benched three of his players

travel and a little rest, I didn't expect it to be that much that competed on the gold medal winning Japanese
of a kill," Selinger said. "I expected itto befifty-fifty." team at Montreal in 1976throughmost of the tour.

The teams have been exposed to some grueling The American coach also said that his team is im-
punishment. Both the Anlericans and the Japanese proving steadily. He said his team proved that fact in
have played, practiced and travelled every day since •the world competition by, beating another recognized

Phoici by Mirk Mclntyre
'' Debbie Green, setting up the spike,

was a key to the Americans offensive
explosion:

Sue Woodstra goes up for the spike as the American national team 2feated
the Japanese at Rec Ilan Friday. There are eight more exhibition matches
on the nationwide tour.

team beating Japan squad
ease on cross country tour

volleyball power, China, by a 3.0 score in a five game
match.

Selinger is convinced that his team has a legitimate
chance at a medal at Moscow in 1980, and is not con-
cerned by Japanese coach Yamada's benching of his
experienced players.

"When they were in, we beat the Japanese 3-0. When
they were on the bench;we beat them 3-0."

When asked if the three Japanese Olympians would
make a difference if they played later on in the tour,
Selinger replied, "I don't worry, we'll beat them . . . 3-
0."

The Japanese and Americans have only eight more
meetings left on the tour, which' ends October 29 in Hilo,
Hawaii.
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PICKUP AN APPLICATION INTHELIVING CENTER (INTL NOVEMBER 4
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101 Heister St. A Division of Dantes Rest. Inc. 234-0845
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JOIN THE SERA TEC
VACATION CLUB

Sera Tec can help you earn your way into sun and fun
of the Florida Beaches or the islands. By donating plasma
between now and Spring break you could earn better than
$250. .

47-1 Sera-Tec Biologicals
120 S. Allen St. (entrance rear of Rite Aid)

237-5761


