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Christmas Plants Studied

By KAY MILLS

Pine trees and poinsettias, the
traditional green and red of Christ-
mas -decorations, are objects of
several research projects in the
Collége of Agriculture.

Christmas tree breeding, pro-
duction and marketing are being
studied® to help both customers,
growers and distributors, Dr.
Henry D. Gerhold, assistant pro-
fessor of forestry, said.

“We are siudying the Scoich
" pine- and Douglas fir varieties

of Christmas trees and consum-
er reactions to ithem,” Gerhold
zaid, “For example, most con-
sumers who want a iree with
green needles do not realize that
Scotch pines furn yellow nat-
urally, not by drying out.”

Customers also look for trees
that hold their needles and have)
a pleasing outline, he said. The!
form can be controlled by “shear-
ing,” or cutting hack the tree tips,
he added.

Gerhold said that Edward L.
Klein, graduate in forestry, is at-
tempting to determine whether a
surplus of Christmas trees exists
within the siate, Gerhold said.!
There are now 91 million trees;
growing on Christmas tree plan-
tations within Pennsylvania, he
said, adding that in 1960 2.5 mil-
lion were sold.

“These figures alone do not
- Indicate a surplus since one must
remember that it takes from 8 to
16 years to raise a Christmas
tree,” Gerhold said.

“Studies do seem to indicate
that there has heen an oversup-

r
three weeks before - Christmas,
Gerhold said. The calendar can
influence the buying pattern, es-
pecially if there is a weekend
r

supported by federal funds, by
state money through the Agri-
cultural Experiment Station and
by the Pennsylvania Christmas!graduate student here is surveyingi
Tree Growers Association.

Longwood Foundation, )
the chromosomes, morphology and!a dependable tree
color inheritance of ponsettias.

ivarieties of poinsettias, we must
first obtain uniform plants, We
need to determine inheritence pat-
terns and methods of control be-
fore branching into hybridiza-
tion,” Sink said. i

| ments in these Christmas prod-

a trifle crowded now, a condition.
which may cause a price drop.”;
Voight said. “We would like {oj
help growers determine how their,
tand might be used if not for.
Christmasg trees. ’
“With more tree$ being pro-!
duced, we need either new mar-|
kels or expansion of present mar-
kets by promotional activities and
quality control. ’
“Studies are now underway on:
broadening the market for Penn-!
sylvania trees, which are in com-
petition with the Balsam fir from
Canada and New England. A

ply of trees. Growers feel, how-
ever, that thera is no oversupply
of good quality trees. Surpluses
may be reduced as quality con-
trol develops,” he added.
Marketing studies indicate that
etail tree buying begins about

ight before Christmas Day.
This research. begun in 1946, is

how the consumer feels about the
Moving into horticulture iCanadian product in contrast with
studies, poinsettia problems are Pennsylvania plantation trees.”
probed by Kenneth Sink, grad- | Most people, however, do not
uate in genetics and breeding., remember what kind of tree they
Sink does basic research on the ‘had last year, but they do re-!
genetic makeup of these color- !member whether they liked its;
ful flowers associated with the ‘shape, density, stiffness, color
holiday season. tand needle retention, Voight said.
His work, supported by the Grading of Christmas tree quality
involvesiwill aid the consumer in finding
year after year,
he added. :

“In order to produce hybrid

History Club to Meet

The History Round Table will
‘meet at 6:30 tonight in the East
{Lounge of Atherton,

Henry S. Albinski, professor of
{ S 'political science, will speak at the
ucts through University research |meeting on “Afrikaners and Eng-
is distributed through the state [lish.” He will discuss the back-
by the Agricultural Extension
Service, Alvi O. Voight, assist- ‘
ant professor of agricultural |nity.

Information about improve-

South African European commu-

iground of the conflict within the A

economics extension, said, .| The organization will also elect
“The Christmas tree business is'officers for the coming year.
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Commitiee Plans
European Seminar

The Committee on Inter-Relig-
jous Affairs will sponsor a Euro-
pean seminar for undergraduate

- and graduate students this sum-
mer.

The tour is planned for June
24 to July 22. It is open to all
students, Clifford A. Nelson, as-
sistant co-ordinator of religious
affairs, will be director of the
seminar.

The exact itinerary for the
four has nof been established,
but the group will visit London,
Amsterdam, Rome, Bern, Gen-
eva and Paris. The group will
fly from New York to London
via EL-AL RAirlines.

Two additional 10-day exten-
sions of the tour are also offered:
extension “A” to Nice, Lourdes
and Paris, France; and exiension
“B" to Basle, Heidelberg, Bonn
and Frankfort, Germany.

The seminar will include sight-
seeing tours of each city, informal
discussions with the people of the
countries, lectures by European
politicians, educators, churchmen,
artists and students, and participa-
tion in various social events,

Cost of the tour is $985, and
the cost for either extension is
$150. Applications and further in-

formation are available from Clif-
5, 4™ IR
TR . i
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ford A. Nelson, 211 Helen Eakin
SPEND YOUR
MOST _EXCITING CITY

Eisenhower Chapel.
HOLIDAYS
'\"_:— '1

The world's most famous YMCA invites
you to its special holiday programs,

Clean, comfortable and inexpens
sive accommodations for young
men and groups of all sizes are
available. -

Rates: $2.50-$2.60 single; $4.00
$4.20-double,

Write Residence Direcfor for Fo!der

WILLIAM SLOANE
HOUSE Y.M.C.A.
356 West 34th St. (nc Hinth Ave)

How York, N.Y, Phone: 0Xford 5-5133
{One Block Fram Penn Station)

Career Cues:

“This age of specialization
opens special opportunities
for the well-rounded man!”

Robert Saudek, Presidsnt
Robert Saudek Associates, Inc.

“The more specialists society creates to cope with its
.complexities, the easier it can be for a non-specialist to
achieve success,

If that seems paradoxical, look at it this way: the more
men who go out for specific positions on the balil club,
the more chance you have to wind up as manager!

Today's world — in government, business, the arts, even
science —needs the well-rounded man. He’s the man who

And for a special kind of smoking satisfaction...

Have a real cigarette-came‘l

THE BEST TOBACCO MAKES THE BEST SMOKE

>

can see the entire picture...the man who can draw on a
broad background of knowledge, evaluate the problem,
then assign the details to specialists,

The world of entertainment may seem somewhat spe-
cial, but it's a case in point. These days, it demands more’
of its people than ever before. Today's musical comedy
score is often as sophisticated as grand opera, Drama
draws heavily on psychology and history. Television pro-
ductions are concerned with nuclear science and political
science, If you've ever watched ‘Omnibus’ you may have
seen how our productions have run the gamut of a wide
sange of man’s interests.

So I suggest to you that even though you may concen-
trate on one special field of interest, keep your viewpoint
broad. Keep your college curriculum as diversified as pos-
sible. Attend’lectures and concerts, the theatres and mu-
seums. Above all, read and read, and listen and listen!
But pay scant heed to the oracle who says there’s no rox_lte
to the top but that of specialization. I don’t believe it!”

Robert Saudek is the creator of many_ol
televisio:n’s miost famous programs—in-
cluding the award-winning “Omnibus”
series. Former network executive and
head of the TV-Radio Workshop of
the Ford Foundation, Bob enjoys a
“Camel break”. He's been a Camel fan
since undergraduate days at Harvard,

0. 3. Reynolds
Tobacco Company
Winaton-Nalem
North Cemlioa



