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Second Country Life
Conference Planned

Prof. Willis Kerns, extension rural
sociologist at the Pennsylvania State
College, is a member of the program
committee of the second annual Penn-
sylvania Country Life conference at
Newton Hamilton, Huntingdon coun-
iy, Aug. 23 te 26, Last year 160 mem-
bers of Granges, churches, rural par-
ent-teacher associations and similar
organizations attended the meetings.

"China will plant about ten per cent
more land in cotton this year than
last.
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. A Warner Brothers Theatse

SUMMER SCHEDULE
Evenings at . . 7:00, 8:4%
Complete Showing as “late as 9:10
Matinees Saturday Only at 2:15

i SATURDAY ONLY |
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with
Marjorie Lord
-. Patrichh Wilder ..

ADDED' “YOU CAME TO l\lY

RESCUE"—A musical short -with
SHEP FIELDS AND ORCH.

." “MODERN INVENTIONS,”
a Silly Symphony Cartoon
T R

| MONDAY-and TUESDAY |

NOTE: On account of the un-
usual length of this produc-
tion there will be a revised
schedule of shows: .

Special Malinee Monday only
at 2:15 P.M.

Evcnmg Shows Both Days at

6:30 and 9:00.
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In two hours ‘crowded with
thrills .-, . comes the mighty
drama’, .. you've waited threa
yoars to see! The outstanding
picture of all times!
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garet T. Riley, former women's editor

declarative sentence: “The Swan”
was a grand show.

Moldar's play is fragile stuff, fami-
liar romantic gossamer about the
princess and the commoner, embroid-
ered with the amusing match-making
of a harassed royal mother, and the
sympathetic counter-scheming of a
monk, the princess’ uncle. The fabric
has to be stretched.to make three acts
but the strain is relieved by delight-
ful dialogue and the director’s re-
course to sprightly stage business
such as the Rockette-like precision
routine of the lackeys and hussars
in the banquet scene.

No doubt the presence of Hilda
Spong, who came here to repeat the
part she played in the New York pro-
duction, keyed up the entire company.
There was no faltering, no lapsing
out of character; everyone fell.into
the proper pace and held it through-
out the evening. Back stage nojse was
at a minimum, and though the cur-
tains parted before a chattering au-
dience the auditorium quickly became
hushed. Laughter peppered the prop-
er places. Applause greeted the sec-
ond act set, one of two handsome
backgrounds for rich costumes.

Such appreciative response must
have been heartening to all concerned
in what was patently a carefully pre-
pared production in all departments.
Whatever flaws developed in charac-
terization were not disturbing enough
to break down the uniform excellence
of the performance as a whole,

Miss Spong as Beatrice—a dee ¢z
moching with a touch of the sublime-
ly ridiculous about her—led off with
the dextrous performance we expect-
ed. No over-elaboration here, no un-
warranted scene-stealing. Like a good
trouper she was content that there be
other good performances, toc. And
there were.

Mr. Mason played Father Hyacinth
with a fine regard for the worldly-
wise, compassionate nature of the
monk who smoothed the rough cdges
of Beatrice’s matrimonial maneu-
vers. Mary Merchant extracted all
the grotesque comedy of Symphorosa,
the whimpering tool of her sister, The
Crittenden boys acted with an assur-
ance that may be credited partly “per-
haps to their training in the Chil-
dren’s Theatre. As Beatrice’s major-
domo, Harry Reed with his pompous
bewilderment elevated a geood ser-
vant's part into the upper bxackets of
the cast.

Lucetta Kennedy, within the limi-
tations of a skimpily written part, es-
tablished a character worth amplifica-
tion. 'Dominica is a shrewd foil for
Beatrice. Fond of their diplomatic
prowess,  the two dowagers give the
play a fine ironical humor, and with
Hyacinth lend substance to bolster,
the young people's. tenucus triangle.

Of the remaining three principals,
the one whose work was equal to all
the demands of his part was Bern-
stein as Professor Agi, victim. of
Beatrice’s scheme to make Alexandra
a king’s wife. His dignified but spir-
ited characterization of the love-
stricken tutor was among the play's
best performances, in spite of an oe-
casional defection in the way of
slouching and dmlogue-chewmg Ex-
perience will obliterate these lmpel-
fections.

To give credence and dramatic sat-
isfaction to the outccme of the affair,
it seems essential that Albert, Alex-
andra’s intended, should be interpret-
ed from the beginiing as a worth-
while young man of sensibility with
only the usual royal predilection for
poor jokes. Pennypacker, although
he looked the part superbly, made Al-
bert unappealing enough in his first
scenes to speil his ultimate exhibition
of good taste and charm in the de-
nouement,

Alexandra’s is a puzzling and per-
ilous part. She must be statuesque
and girlish, cold and warm, all at
once. Rebecca Rice was a “swan”
beautiful to the eye, though her first
act costume led the audience to think
her a trained nurse, but the inner
conflict in the character she scarcely
suggested. That her deficiency did
not seriously mar the play is prob-
ably due to Molnar’s making Alex-
andra a title character who carries
the ‘play like a train—a heavily em-
broidered one whose weight is evenly
shared by helping hands.

“The Swan” is a fittingly high peint

in the program of the division of

T. Waugh, at one time a student in dramatics),
This essay begins with a simpled

(Editor's Note: The vast anount of controversy concerning the division
of dramatic’s production of “The Swan” on Tucsday night hus prompicd the
Collegitn. to present the views of two critics. One column s wiitten by Mar-

of the Collegian, the other by Elcanor

$ Amid the numerous curtain calls
for a superb performance, I sat and
wondered what fitting adjectives I
could apply to the finest performance
of the summer season, “The Swan”
presented Tuesday evening, July 27th,
in Schwab auditorium, under the di-
rection of Prof. Frank Neusbaum and
technical direction .of Wilfred Wash-
coe with Hilda Spong as guest artist.
ngmﬁcant enough was the lengthy
applduse for this performanee which
lifted itself out of the rank of the
amateur into the field of the profes-
sional. With - Miss Spong's ‘permis-
sion, I quote a remark made to me
after the play. “I should be proud,”
she said, “to take that show on
Broadway.” A sincere compliment
from a fine actress to an exceilent
cast! Never has a play been better re-
ceived or lauded, and why? It had
finesse; it moved. slowly and surely
with the undercurrent of smoldering
fire; it incorporated in its unraveling,
pathos, wit, mirth, disdair®and pride.
Truly I ean find no great criticism of
note. To Mr. Neusbaum we extend
congrntulatmns and thanks for a fmc
piece of work.

Miss Spong well deserves her ova-
tion. She is “of the stage” and as
the Princess Beatrice, the domineer-
ing, scheming mother, interested oniy
in her daughter’s elevation to a queen-
ly rank, she exemplified all the wiles
and charms of a most ambitious soul,
subject to.headaches and fits of panic
lest her plans would not materialize.
Her stage presence was one bespeak-
ing long experience in the field. Her
gestures and diction were flawless.
She was whimsical one moment; tra-
gic, the next. Her eyes as well as
her body played each scenc with the
understanding of the vrole she was
typifying. e

. O0f Father Hyacinth, played by
David Mason, I say this he was the
perfect mediator, mculcatmg in hls
role the subtlest of psychel flat-
tery. He possessed somethmg of the
Roland Young, carriage, mannerism,
and twinkle of the eye. His was the
task of pacifying; he was the diplo-
mat in his every gesture, a difficult
role and well done.

And now may I give a sincere im-
pression of Harold Bernstein's work
as Dr. Nicholas Agi, the misunder-
stood tutor, the scientist-and pensive
thinker? Have you cver listened to a
symphony which had as it origin a
trite theme, but which gpathered speed
and feeling as it reeled higher and
higher to express itself? Have you
ever experienced that tingling sen-
sation of the spine when somcthing
nowerful was trying to express and
realize itself? That is what the char-
acter of Dr. Agi did for me. Does the
simile seem too gushy or idecalistic?
If so, consider this: it is almost im-
possible for an actor to portray a
growing restlessness, a deep-felt scorn
and rage without shouting and gest-
iculating. This, Mr. Bernstein did,
with such restraint and strength that
his voice seemed to come from his
stomach rather than his throat. His
emotions were most convincing and
genuine, He was utterly the strong
brillant personality whose spirit was
broken by a princess not his to love,
that somechow lived with him as it
slowly dawned on him that he was the
victim of a cruel. plot—the decoy, to
dray the attention of the prince to the
]ovely princess, His stance and droop-
ing shoulders portrayed complete ab-
‘jection and humiliation, while his
more dignified bits revealed him as

-only criticism was his “mouthing of
words,’ so to speak. His opening lines
with the children were scarcely aud-
.ible. At any rate, the compensations
were greater than the faults,

To Frank Pennypacker, as Prince

dramatics which becomes more ambi-

session and should win them.even wi-
der recognition in the future. .
—MARGARET T. RILEY

-|of centering all conversation about
himself was well taken by the vest|

‘feeling; it was too cold to register

-1 cannot truly crltncnze, for this is mere-

‘a scholdr and gentleman, Perhaps the ||

tious and skillful every season. Their
work has been an asset to the summer |

Albert, we can well afford to pay
tribute for his versatility in character
delineation. From the ridiculous to the
subhme, he; went from the ludicrous
Caesar in “Androcles” to a self-cen-
tered, pampered son. His transition
from a sulky and insulting character
to the suave and gracious prince, who
out of necessity apologized to the tu-
tor, was most commendable, His way

of the. cd&t, who was provoked into
short . titters of amusement, punctuat-
ed by the realization that they were
only catering to royalty.

Of Alexandra, played by Rebecca
‘Rice, there is this to be said: she was
essentially the sweet and meek child
dominated by her mother. Her grace
and pese were unmistakable and wcll!
adapted to her rank. But her-voice'j
had ‘to “much of the school girl!
quality, too much of the bantering
light infldction. ~She’ was not quite
convineing enough. Her aim scemed to
be create. a naive, vague person so
swayed by her superiors’ and regal
surroundings, that she never gave
vent -to ‘her childish and sincere emo-
tions and flippant, it was because she
played the part as she felt it. Person-
ally I was a bit disappointed in her
interpretation. It Jacked warmth and

an-impression one way or the other;
I neither loved nor hated her. She was
the puppet torn between duty to her
fnmlly ‘and & sense of honor to' the
man she -thought she loved. Yet I

ly my impression,

Princess Maria Dominica; p]ayed by
Lucetta Kennedy displayed perhaps
the finest actual acting on'the stage.
It fell upon her to create a character
much beyond her actual years, and as
such she did a magnificent job. She
was subtly,susceptible to flattery; she
played well the proud, néver-thwarted
woman, the mother of her famous son.
She was led beautifully into accept-
ance of the-tutors strange behdvior
and though her role was comparative-
1y small, she dominated her scenes. My
only objection to her was the make-up
job. As the mother of a fully grown
son, she was younger than the Prin-
cess Beatrice who had two small sons
and a daughter “twenty odd.” Some-
how it didnt “click.” That, however,
is no discredit to her fine performance,

Mary Merchant, as Symphotosa

p]aycd with much success the demon- -

strative, now crying, now giggling sis-
ter of the. Princess Beatrice. She re-
gistered well the reactions to her sis-

ter’s quips and schemes and was al- |8

ways the .willing party to any sug-

gestion and final ultimatum, though

first showing her amazement at the
thought .

“Harry Reed as Caesar, was a per-|§

feet Eric Blore type of servant, He
was the first servant of the house and
shared many of the scerets denied his

subordinates. His almost tearful tones | @
pxomoted ;many a laugh from the ap- &

preciative; audience,

Last, bu; not least, the Crittenden g

boy; deserve, credit fm their charm-
ing and most natural interpretations
of the tutors proteges. Their memory
for lines \was remarkable.

Other members of the cast were col
orful and convmcmg‘ Though many

had no lmes, their attitudes and ac- @

tions lent ‘excellent atmosphere, The
parade of, the hussars and lackeys to
the dinner, table was most effeétive.
Nice foot \y{mk fellows! The R.0.T.C.
is looking for you!

The simplicity and dignity of the
stage settings was soft and restful—
no glaring, lights, no shricking pic-
tures, but a well exccuted, viell furn-
ished piece of arrangement. The fu-
turistic design at right stage was my
enly Waterloo. What, and why was
it? Comments from thc audience, how-
ever, indicated absolute approval and
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TAKE ALQNG A GIFT FROM
SHOMBERG’S
JEWELERS
Ofip. Front Campus

- DANCE!
TRIANGLE BALL ROOM

7 Miles East of Tyrone—Route 220
Wednesdays and- Satufdaysw
BLUE AND GOLD ORCHESTRA

Two Plays Scheduled
For 8 O’clock Tonlght

Two plays by Arthur Schnitzler

compose the bill of performances to
be presentcd by the division of drama-
ties in the Little Theatre at 8 o’clock.
tonight.
One of the plays, “themture," a
brilliant comedy from the play cycle
“Living House,” has Frank Penny-
packer, Charlotte Lord, and William
Hughes, all veterans of Little Thea-
tre work here, in the cast. The other
play, “Christmas Shopping,” will be
enacted by Mason Whitmorc and Iz-
ora Mangus.

The former play wnll be presented
in a setting designed by Victoria Da-

Visitthe = . . -
. New Sh1p Bar

The Green Room

Cosmopolitan Cocktail Lounye .o

+ o+

The Brzgllt Spot of Bellefonte

Hotel Markland -

" NOTED I‘OR GOOD FOOD- AND SERVICE

+

vis, the latter in one by Helen Schick.

Both sets will be exceuted by the class
in stagceraft,

The plays "are directed by Prof.
Dmrel Larson, with the technical di-
rection of Wilfred C. Washcoe, and
will bé open only to those persons
with tickets, obtainable at the office
of the division of dramatics in Loom
413, 0Old Main. .

liking of the sets. So, to the rest of the
stage crew—the prompters, costumers,
property hands, technicians, and de-
signers, we owe a vote of thanks.
Your job is an outwardly, obscure one,
but thankless by no means., You are
just as important back stage as the
actors are out front, Without you
there would little to hope for to stir
the imagination. And so, as Jimmy
Fidler, .the Hollywood reporter says,
“The Swan” was undoubtedly a three .
bell production, made possible by its
fine direction and its»capnble cast.
Yes, it merited all the praise that it
received. And so I end this eulogy for
the stage fans who so heartily enjoy
and reailze a good perfoimance when
they sce one.

“Playgoingly” and xespcctfu]ly sub-
mlttcd ZEleanor T Waugh.

. Opp. 0ld Main-
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Closing out all Summer Merchandise. Plenty Hot;Weather
ahcad—finish out the summer at very llttle cost n
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. 546 Pairs .
Ladies White Shoes
Group No. 1__..__ $1.00 pair
Group No. 2______%1.00 foot
Group No.3.__... $3.00 pair"

3 . to 9 AAAA-C
Regularly Sold To $6.50

Edgertons .
Florsheims '___$8, 35—$8 85 ;
35¢ Socks. 5 pr. $1.00° |

50¢ Socks.

3 .pr.-$1.00

WHITE SUITS — GABS — LINENS — PALM BEACH
RIVIERAS—FLANNEL TEX—CARRIBIANS $7.95 Up

‘ Wash Ties._____ 3 for $1.00 $3.50 Wash Slacks_$2.00 pr.
_$1.00 $1.00 Polo-Shirts, 2 for $1.50

0dd Lot Shirts__

$
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Starts Thurs., July Zs\th
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State College

Thousands altending datly to view |
the attractions and amusements., 1
SEE BIG IMPLEMENT DISPLAY!
HORTICULTURAL AND AGRICULTURE ’
"o ¥ e EXHIBITS' '5__- o ) -
IMMENSE S’I‘OCK AND POULTRY
DISPLAYS' g
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Grange Park

Hear Speakers of State and Natlonal
Reputation

Band Concerts;Grange Plays and many
additional features.

Admission Entire Week

25¢ Cllq»'ge for Parking Cars
Children Under 12 Admitted Free

64 years old, and growmg larger every year.
grounds dévoted to campmg and exhlbltlons

& Centre Ha"
August 28 to Sept 3

70 acres: of- beautlful
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