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WEDNESDAY, MAY 27, 1925

TO THE NEW COUNCIL
Today marks the end of the strife and tension that mvariably
attends every campus clection and once agan, the undergraduate
hody will attempt to resume sts carefree atutude n regard to every-
thing that speaks for the betterment of student welfare; 1t will go
on with 1ts petiy pohucs and selfish squabbles unless the winds blow
a litle diiferently than they have in the past Nevertheless, th:
COLLEGIAN congratulates the successful candidates and especially
those men who have been elected to Student Council, and hopes that
they will force the winds “to blow better” during the coming vear

Since the advent of a self-goverming student body at Penn State
some fifty vears ago, many undergraduntes have been content to take
their election only as a matter for congratulation and seem satisfied
to rest on past laurels. Once placed 1n office, thev apparently dis-
regard every obligation incurred n their election to that particular
posttton.  And with the 1926 Council rests the task of enhightenment,
of proeving to thosc who sit back ready to tear down at a minute’s
notice that student government here 1s evervthing it should be

Too often has crincism of student government been entirely jus-
tified.  In manv cases, Student Council has been entirely satisfied
with the knowledge of 1ts powers, paying scant 1f any attention to
its duties 1t seems content with placing a shight veneer over duty
as & gwise for accomplishments, forgetting 1n 1ts supposed responsi-
Iility that even punk will take a vencer

The first duty of Student Council 1s to encourage progress, pro-
gress among its own members and among those whom 1t governs
Farlure to accomplish this primary function testifies to the utter lack
of appreciation of the remarkable opportumty that s offered those
men who have attained important positions n student government;
it marks the man who 1s willing to “get by” in undergraduate respon-
sibilities as well as in academic mterests,

An editorial 1in the Tech of the Massachusetts Institute of Tech-
nology states that “anything short of a2 man's best is time wasted
and that mcludes student government”  While many believe, how-
ever, that the cause of student government at Penn State is hopeless,
it 1s apparent that not in many years has there been offered more
ground for hope  Never before has there been such a generous op-
portunity offered to constitute lasting retorms for the betterment of
student welfare than is presented to the mcoming Council,

To the 1926 Council, we offer our whole-hearted support. With
it rests the duty ot awakening the student body from its state of in-
crtia, establishing customs and reforms that are sorcly needed at Penn,
State, restoring the proper stetus of student government and,lastly,
proving that 1t 1s as 1t should be—a Council active!

POLITICS IN EDUCATION

The dissatisfaction with the recent appropriation measures of the
State legislature 1s a perfectly natural, nescapable phemomenon re-
sulting from 2 situation which has only long-standing convention as
an excuse. Ever since the legislatures of the various states have been
called upon to provide some of the funds necessary for the operation
of educational mstitutions, 1t has been customary for the trustees of
the colicges to fight for mcreascd appropnations while the legislators
take the role of fighting to mantam the former amounts or even
decrease them

On the surface this fighting seems to be the age-old difference
between the man who wants money and the man from whom he wants
it Between colleges and legislatures, however, this difference has no
Jusuification, tor both are working for the interests of the Common-
wealth even though the interests of the people are too often obscured
by myopic, sclfish pohtical ambition on the one hand and petty, rah-
rah jealousies on the other N

There can be no possible doubt that pohitics and jealousy, dis-
astrous i1 the past and promising more disasters i the future, should
be eliminated (rom the problem of fixing State appropnations How
it can be donc 15 suggested by Mr Glenn Frank, editor of the
Century and newly appointed president ot the University of Wis-
consin  “The real hope of putting the knowledge of the university at
the serfice of the hife of the state,” he declares, “is dependent upon
an extensive decentralization of pubhc affairs, a decentralization from
politics back to the functional groups that are doing the work of the
world The art o1 gevernment consists i bringing hnowledge and
power into a working partnership ” ’

The State of Pennsylvama made one step toward this decentrali- |3

ration “from politics back to the functional groups” when 1t brought
mnto evistence the State education committee, a disinterested group
that could make its recommendations without fear of political pres-

sure, With these recommendations, however, 1ts powers end Toll

lurther their own interests, the people of the State may well consider
giving this commuttee means to enforce the execution or at least the
careful study of its proposals.

In fixing appropriation figures, the factors should not be what

Such-and-Such University will get, nor the -Honorable '30-and-So’s o

prestige among his constituency, but what the people feel they can
mvest in mgher education,
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Have You Seen

' . at 1.2 Their Original Price? ’

They are such wonderful values that one man’s purchases amounted to $67.00

SHooTs’ CHOCOLATES

A Trial Box Will Convince You

Wright and Ditson‘ Tennis Balls ;

Our Bargain Shelves of Text Books

The Par Excellent Candy

- 50c¢ each, 3 for $1.35

Here Is Your Opportunity

ToGetaSuitat $33.50
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Society Brand Suits at .

Sits--Two Pairs-of Tgoﬁsers at . . $3750
4-Piece Suits including Knickers at + .

STRAW HATS $2.50 to $4.00
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