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THE SWORD OF DAMOCLES
The proposal of the College to abolish June houseparty has been

fcod for much thought on the part of the undergraduates But it
takes no great reflection to see the similarity that exists between
the present situation of the fraternities and the one that confronted
Damocles more than two thousand years ago

Now classical mythology is a subject that is far removed from the
curriculums of the practical-minded agriculturists and engineers of
this institution, and fcr their benefit it will be well to recall that)

famous legend Damocles was invited to dine with the tyrant ruler
of Syracuse Surrounded by the luxuries of that ancient court, he
suddenly perceived a great sword suspended above his head by a single
thread. There it hung rs a constant threat to the monarch of Syra-
CaSe

The comparison is obvious. The fraternities at Penn State are
in the royal shoes of Damocles. The sword that thicatens them is

the abolishment cf the June houseparty
But it gill be remembered that the legend makes no mention of

the fatal weapon ever disturbing the regal hairs of that ancient ty-
rant's head Probably he was a just and benevolent ruler and so

vs <pal cd
Again there is the obvious comparison. The fraternities at Penn

State have been "benevolent" to the institution. Co-operation with
the College in its policies, loyal support of its financial campaigns,
and the sending out of their members into the field of college activi-
ties, working for the advancement and best interests of Penn State,
have been advanced as arguments by student leaders.

Dean \Varnock has stated recently that the fraternities have fallen
down on two major counts Scholarship and moral conduct at fra-
ternity social functions are low. He points to better conditions in
some colleges and the students cite worse conditions in others. The
problem resolves itself into the perplexing question of "how high is
low',"

Whatever arguments student leaders may advance, the Fact re-
mains that reform is the object of the college authorities in taking
action against houseparty There are minor problems, it is true,
but their solution is not difficult

Nat week the Ccliege Senate meets Upon its vote depends
the fate of the June houseparty The members of the Senate will
make a wise decision if they keep the sword of houseparty abolishment
suspended above the heads of the fraternities With that constant
threat as a prod it is certain that these organizations will take steps
to insure a thorough house-cleaning.

But let the College Senate cut the thread and the sword of house-
party abolishment will fall to wound deeply the spirit of ft aternity
men The incentive for reform will be gone, and where will be the
gain for the bcrefits that result from such action will be small in

comparison

A REMINDER
Aristotle, that ancient Greek philosopher who lived some twenty-

two hundred years ago, is noted and remembered for some of the
thoughts which he developed and taught at that time. Some of his
wisdom has been handed down from generation to generation as
worthy of record, but many theories which he compounded have been
disproved or replaced by those who came after his day. However,
one teaching which he advanced and which later became obsolete and
unacceptable so far as present day standards are concerned, can be
directed to Penn State with both barrels and hit a problem on the
campus with decided accuracy.

-

'the ancient sage taught that a body in motion will come to rest
unless there be a force to keep it moving. Newton took exception
to this, but it can be applied directly to the question of Penn State
customs and sportsmanship. A position of 'rest' seems to be a
natural condition for all movements, material or mental. Unless the
undergraduates are constantly prodded and reminded at intervals re-
garding the imeonscious laxness in their attitude toward and regard
for customs and traditions of the College, the tendency is for the
marks of true student spirit to suffer and deteriorate.

During the earlier part of the year, soon after the College opened,
the 'hello' habit was at its best on the campus and seemed more strong-
ly rooted than at any previous time. Men in the majority of cases
greeted each other with evident pleasure. But the time hos come
when they must be prodded. No doubt the dreariness of the winter
season served to dampen the habit considerably. Now, however, the
time has come when each man must take it upon himself to give new
life to this most necessary and desirable tradition. And it is all too
evident that the freshmen are among the most negligent in this mat-
ter.

Another point of weakness is to be found in the cheering and
singing at indoor athletic events. Although this year has been no
worse in this respect than previous seasons, nevertheless there has
been room for much improvement And again the freshmen must
be singled out. That they are not yet fully and thoroughly acquaint-
ed with the songs and cheers was clearly brought to light over the
past week end. The gathering together of first year men in the fall
before football season for cheering practice is commendable. If such
mass meetings were held again at this time of year, the songs and
cheers would be renewed and refreshened and in some cases taught,
fcr it appears that there arc many who do notknow them.
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"PestPaidHardWork in the World"

IS the waya jowl HANCOCK salesman describedhis work. He is a college graduate and m five
years has put himself at the very top of hisbusiness. He never yet has called upon a pros-

pect without a previousappointment. The best life
insurance salesmen todaywork on that plan, makingit a business of dignity, such as any worthy and ambi-tious college graduate canfind satisfyingtohis mental
needs, and highly remunerative as well.The man above quoted is the John Hancock's
youngest general agent. This shows what college
graduates of the right type can do in this business,how they can build up earning power and at the
same time provide for an accomulated'competencefor the years tocome.

Graduation is a vital period in your life and you
are liable to hold to the business you start in. Itwould be well before making a definitedecision to
inquire into life insurance as a career. Address,"Agency Department."

LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY
or Bourn...mrunneuusorrs

Sinty-oneyears inbusiness. Now running OneBalton Seven HundredMillionDollars rn policies on 3,250,005 bra
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THE SCHOOL OF

CHEMICAL ENGINEERING PRACTICE
OF THE MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY

A GRADUATE Scriootoffering a coutse of study lead-
ing to the degree ofMasterof Suence,withfield stations
in the plants ofsix different companies. These coin.
panics produce steel, pulp, paper, caustic soda, chlorine,
heavy acids and salts, sugar, gas, ammonia, ben:ol, etc.

The more important ',nit operations of chemical
engineering are studied systematically by means of tests
and experimental work on full scale plant apparatus.

The work is wholly educational and independent of
controlby theplant managements.Theattention of the
student is directed exclusively to the study ofChemical
Engineering.

The total number admitted to the school is limited
and the students, studying and experimenting insmall
groups, receive individual instructionfromresident pro-
fessors. For entrance requirements and details address
R.T. Haslam,Director, SchoolofChemical Engineering
Practice.

. .MASSACHUSETTS -

INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY
CAMBRIDGE MASSACHUSETTS
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Ifyou smoke a pipe
(if you don't you ought to)
it may be worth- your while
to read this

You know tobacco is a vege-
table; it grows outofthe ground,
and when it's green, it is too
harsh and strong to smoke. The
very best way to remove that
harshness and bitterness is by
thorough ageing in wood. To
age:Velvet Tobacco in wood is
expensive for us—yes, very ex-
pensive, and ittakes time, butit
gives you a milder, cooler smoke
witha finer flavor.

It's 10 to 1 you'll like Velvet
Tobacco--aged in wood.

IIcnrrr& Mr.., TOVIACCO

As old the
Old Oaken Locket

The ''Old Oaken Bucket" was a nice subject for a
pretty song. But nowadays we'd hate to drink out
of it until we bodedthewater.. _

Just as harmful and Just as out of date is the
"Old Wooden Washtub" Our "Rough-dry-service"
does all it used to do and irons flat work besides at
a small c•pensc

Penn State Laundry
Phone 124 W. Beaver Ave


