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DO ATHLETICS COUNT?
In every institution of higher learning, athletics play an impor-

tant part in the development of the student and the college. Such
is the enmities belief of thousands of men and women who have made
a study of conditions emsting in American colleges and universities
for many years

It is evident, from certain well-founded reports, that exception
has been taken to this general statement by several members of the
faculty at Penn State. Is it because they lack an active interest in
the sports which are sponsored by the college, or is it just because
in such exceptions they may find expression for their own individual
ideas'? The reason for their unfriendly attitude is not entirely clear

It, has been intimated that some members of the faculty adhere
to the principle that college athletics are of no actual benefit to the
student, others recognize their value but frown upon the number of
class absences which are occasioned by the trips taken in the course
of participation in sports at other institutions. The first of these
exceptions is unfounded and prejudiced and shows a lack of support
to the college and its endeavors. The second is excusable, in part,
but the evil of cutting classes can be eliminated only by doing away
with intercollegiate athletics And so long as friendly relations with
other institutions exist in the world of college sports, excused absences
from classes should be recognized.

A Penn State athlete, risen from the ranks of the mediocre to a
place of naticnal imortance to his particular sport, has done much
to bring the Nittany institution on a par with the other leading colleges
v.,..-3.-.Z.tv4vv.1.e...-whi.oh--anti-to.,develop- a. similar;project,—that of un-
surpassed athletics. An athlete at this institution is earnest in his
endeavors He strives to do his work on the field or floor with a
zeal that will make Penn State just a little better than the other in-
stitution. And his gain is measured, not in the form of money or
other worldly objects, but in self-reliance, fortitude, confidence and
physical development

Escused absences from classes are granted by the Athletic Asso-
ciation and permits should be duly recognized by the instructors to
whom they are presented While a serious handicap, perhaps, it is
altogether reasonable to expect an athlete to make up the work
winch he hrs missed. There is no issue on that score But there
is a grave problem presented when the instructor refuses to accept
the c case which has been granted by designated authority

What, then, is the athlete to do', His college wants him as its
representative in the contest, but his better judgment tells him that
he dare act absent himself from class Whether or not he returns
victorious is but a trivial matter compared with the thought that he
will not he allowed to make up the work which he has missed. Per-
haps he has experienced before the Injustice of unavoidable cuts
counted against him at the time of final reckoning. But it is a tri-
bute :o the athlete that he does not shirk'. He takes cuts in a self-
sacrificing sort of way and goes out to gather glory for his college.

It is time some steps were taken to correct the situation It
would seem advisable to have a definite and uniform understanding
of the N.elv,ht of an excused absence and the value of a perinit to make
up work.

THE SOPHOMORE HOP
With the passing of the third annual Sophomore Flop, one more

bright page is added to the colorful history of Penn State Rivalling
in grandee] and dignity the most outstanding social events of former
yea's, the Hop may rightfully be acclaimed a pronounced success. It
is a tribute to the efforts of the underclassmen.

But, with all its splendor, there is a question of doubt as to whe-
ther or not this social function is fulfillingthe purpose of its insti-
tution introduced two years ago as a distinctly underclass affair,
it has si-ice been converted into what might be, called an all-college
event And as such it invites no particularly favorable comment.

The presence, in unlimited numbers it would seem, of upperclass-
men rit this year's Sophomore Hop was one of the most noticeable

and the only objectionable feature of the whole affair. It is some-
thing thht must be stopped ere it furnishes cause for official com-
plaint.

The upperclassmen have their Prom and the underclassmen have
their Hop They are two distinct and sepai ate functions to provide
for the social enjoyment of all undergraduates It would he well to
keep them so in reality as well as in theory.

CLEANLINESS
' Someone has said that, "Cleanliness is next to Godliness'', but

even at that it covers a multitude of sins. Nowhere is there greater
danger of unsanitation than in a place where common desire brings
a large group of mixed people together. The natural tendency with
such a group is to forget, and such forgetting usually breeds disaster
Here at Penn State there is a bit of unsanitation that is being occa.
stoned by the thoughtlessness on the part of some undergraduates.
Ir is the unclean habit of spitting in public The fault lies entirely
with the male students; they are the great offenders in this point of
common decency. For some time past a few of the more determined
members of the opposite sex have openly condemned those who have
been guilty of this unwholesome practice, but their numbers are few.
It is generally resented, that is true, but there are not many individ-
Mils to be martyred for a cause which appears on first inquiry to be
of trifling importance. But is it trifling', If those who are guilty
of this crime, for it is a crime, would stop to consider how many cases
of sickness have been spread by this one unseen habit, the practice
would -Stop. It is a thing for the individual to curb.
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THE COLLEGE FRATERNITY---ITS
BEGINNING AND DEVELOPMENT

By Dean A. R. Warnock
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Opportunities
IN TIIE

TELEPHONE INDUSTRY
S-"" •aduate students in engineering, arts and sci-

ence, or business administration are invited to confer with
the employment representatives of the Bell System who will
visit Pennsylvania State Callege on March 10 to 15th, and may
be seen at the Electricakpigineering Department.

The Bell System, which is composed of the American Telephone
and Telegraph Company, the associated telephone companies,
and the Western Electric company, offer a wide choice of work
and location to qualifie&lmVii.
Opportunities will be presented in research and technical de-
velopment, application 'engineering, supervision of telephone
operations, accounts and finance, manufacturing, installation,
sales and distribution.
For appointments, see EC. Schafer '23, in Prof Kmsloe's of
fice, or call 125. tA

as. a


