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IS MEDIOCRITY A CRIME?
Mediocrity, bugaboo of progressive Americanism, is found in

all walks of life. Excusable in somO cases, it is entirely inexcusable
in otheis. ror, while it is evident that not all people are endowed
with the same capacities in the particular line in which they are en-
:rut], it is equally true, nevertheless, that too many individuals are
content with work of an inferior quality when, by extending them-
selves without undue effort, a greatly superior grade of work might
he produced

But inedtom ity, as it exists in the outside world, is not of partic-
ular interest to college students. It is in connection with this evil,
with its attending and resulting influences, as it applies to under-
nraduate life at American institutions of higher learning that stu-
dent interest is aroused

There is a tendency toward mediocrity, it would seem, in all lines
of collegiate endeavor. But it is not without cause. There is not
enough competition in undergraduate activities. And where compe-
tition is in evidence, it is usually not spirited enough for the produc-
tion of exceptional results Individuals working for student positions
of honor, trust or influence on a competitive basis, seem content with
mediocre work, some because they themselves are mediocre, others
because they are not required to extend themselves.

To those undergraduate competitors in whose ordinary work are
seen their best efforts, much credit must be given. But upon those
individuals, capable of greater things, who are simply content to drilr
with the tide, much discredit must be reflected. "To give a little

than Ins best should be the motto of every man" says Coach Hugo
Bezdek And what an immense amount of good would result if col-
lege men were out to regard such an expression seriously.

Debating, dramatics, music, journalism, in tact all lines of col-
legiate activity are suffering because of mediocre work ,turned out
by pal ticipants. Debating, to cite a,specific-example, is one of the
oldest lorms of intercollegiate competition and is generally recognized
as an activity productive of exceptional returns. Yet each year wit-
nesses instructors in the forensic art combating a proposition arising
from a mediocre expenditure of efforts

But there is another phase to be considered in the discussion
of mediocrity. Year after year men go through college,'men of su-
perior intelligence and ability, without even trying out for any un- '
du graduate nen% ity, for some of which they are oft-times peculiar-
ly fitted It is a safe estimate that there are men in college today
who are better qualified to fill the positions of honor and influence
on the campus than the individuals who are, at present, in such po-
sitions It is unfortunate that such is the case, but it is none the
less true It represents a distinctive loss to the college and to the

Lack of confidence may occasion non-participation,—that and
lames,. But confidence can be acquired, and work is the most ef-
lective remedy for that "tired feeling" It is essential that every
undergraduate interest himself in some activity independent of
his scholastic routine And then, when interested, it is only fair

1,3;) college and to himself 'to give a little better than his
best "

'MAKE 1T 100 PERCENT
Last night witnessed the official opening of a campaign inaugurat-

ed to secure new students' interest in the two million dollar cam-
paign for health and welfare buildings at Penn State It is hoped
that this campaign may be productive of results in proportion to the
merit of the cause which it is promoting. For then one hundred per-
ia.iit participation would be assured.

And that, by the way, is the goal of the present drive among
[list year men,—one hundred percent participation Nor is the
goal too high in the opinion of men who have worked indefatigably
in the promotion of this great project since President Thomas and
his associates first set the wheels of progressive thought and action
in Motion. Students can not afford to pass up a share in Penn
State. It is not good business, to say nothing of the moral obligations
involved

Modern teachings, based upon hundreds of years of experiente,
emphasize the fact that happiness is dependent upon both giving
and receiving. Penn State is giving to each and every one of her
sons and daughters, who care to avail themselves of the op-
nominates presented, a heritage that can never be repaid in full.
Where, then, is the man who would refuse so great a benefactor in
this, her hour of need? Truly, such an individual is not a Penn State
man.

COMMUNICATIONS
Primarily a student publication for and by the students, and

the interests of Penn State, the Collegian is dependent upon everyone
connected with the College in any way whatloever in ensuring its pur-
pose :awe successful and continuously better. The Collegian there-
fore offers its columnsfor any student comment concerning the camp-
us affairs, an opportunity for individual expression. All criticisms
and suggestions for the benefit of the publication itself are also earn-
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ALBERT DEAL 86 SON
Heating

AND

Plumbing
117 Frazier Street

SPECIAL
This %V Lk Only

Milk Chocolates

39 C
LB

CANDYLAND

State College Bakery
. Mother's.Bread
PASTRIES OF ALL KINDS

EMI
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Party Catering a Specialty
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Puretest
No. 6 Disinfectant
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REXALL DRUG STORE
ROBERT J. MILLER, P. D.

State College, Pa.
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KNOX CAFE :'

BASEMENT OF-HOTEL

MEN'S SHOES!
florgbeim anb erawforb
$lO Florsheim at $8.15
$9 Crawford at $7.75

$6.50 Black and Tan Grain
Leather Oxfords. Sale
Price

$5.45
200 pairs ofCrawford $9.00

Oxfords, broken lots,
black or tan.
Sale Price

$4.95

THEL PENN 'STATE'COLLEGIAN

Tlneute hn the eommetee--englneer-
Ing debate N, 11l be hold todit Jve hove
tint thin oshortlon gill hnve a little
effort

Facts and ,Figures
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The Tallnms Is the oldest of Penn
Stile's Ism m mein 111911tUtiOrN Belot,
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'MEN'S OVERCOATS!
$45.00 Sale Price $33.50
$38.50 Box Models
,i. Sale Price . . .V.,8.50

One lot of Overcoats, for-
' merly sold at $36.00 and
$38.50
Sale Price $26.50

MEN'S SUITS!
ZOCtetp 13ranb

$48.50 Sale Price $39.50
$40.00 Sale Price $34.50
$35.00 and $37.50 Suits,

with two pairs
of trousers. $2950; Sale Price .
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Money Saving Val
Those who have visited our store dur-
ing this past week have been conv,ifedthat we are offering Unparalleled ar-
gains in every line.

The fact that our store has been
crowded every day and night since this
sale began, is enough evidence torgon-
vince us that our prices and merchan-
dise are without a peer.

KNICKERS _ 11,
100 pairs $5.50 and s6.soceKnickerslePrice

$4.95

ThitireCo
ruscovs cat •

TUESDAY—
I tr‘f P0110,31%0010 Slttinlng. It

'NORMA T11.11A11111:
In "The Sang. of 1.01e"

Tvnriv
In ".3111 rn 10 Do,"

WF:DNEISDAY. & TIMTM-IAI--
I irst Pemm. Ehnnins of

Melt tit'', itAivritrixuss
In, wnsenty One"

13 1the Comedy.

rninAY R S %TUMMY—-
\flllnon 5i1.1111115 nt Twn
\ .11.C.XA III:It, 111:S1tY 11

% AI.TIIAI, and
IIAIt

In 491a1 at Mint,
Lnii S,•man Comedy

spret tr, ltATlNT.E—Triday nt
3.39. AS Public School and nlh•
or childrin, adm. Inc. tax

NITTANY—-
TIMILODAY & FRIDAY—

If ttlttr•r Thurql;,N l Tun
First INoma. Shooing. of

1 VALLI nod MILTON
SILLS

In °A Lod) of Quality"
Impel Oil Comedy

• "Monks a la :Modo•

cmmc—-
"THE 11-I,N4'4IBACKOr

'N 0'1'111: 11.1111:.
Jamtno. Mid 28

;With Sp. fal 0:, het

SHEEPSKIN COATS- Shirts
.

‘ Extra Special Sheepskin `7c. '41.1
. Emery English 8r0ad-512.75 Coats at $9.35 tk• --,

,

/ - cloth, $3.50 and
40 inch coat, sealskin collar, heavy e5, ~,,,e4./e ,-.4moleskin, guaranteed 100 per cent _

.'i Ker..* .' -
4

perfect by manufacturers , will sell at yz. ~...1A4.;Lee ' $4.50
$14.95 ,lo

• Schoble Hats Ifl SALE PRICE
, Another style, 36 inches, olive drab

qa
moleskin, four pockets, belt, first qual- $6.00 .

. Sale Price $4.95
ity pelt clear to edges, sells at 5.00 .

.

'" " 3.95' $2.95$12.9.5 4.50 and $4 " " 2.95" f ,
.01,.. .

THE QUALITY SHOP
M. FROMM

Opposite Camptis State College, Pa. Opposite Campus


