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A LIVING MEMORIAL

In Penn State'’s enrollment this year there are between three and
four hundred men who have rcturned from either military or naval
service.  Counting the number that returned at the beginning of the
second semester last term, about seven hundred ex-service men have
come back to resume thesr studies  They have returned because they
fully realized during their abscnce what a college cducntion menns
m the world at large.  Some of their former comrades, however, are
not so fortunate. Some of them will never return.

And these fallen comrades of Penn State, the scventy-four stu-
dents and alumni who gave all they had to give, we who are now in
college must keep ever m mind.  They have challenged us to make
the most of the advantages, which some of them received and others
of them can never receive  They have challenged us in the words of
Licutenant Colonel John McCres, who writes*

“We are the dead. Short days ago
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow.
R Loved and were loved, and now we lie,
In Flanders field.
To you from falling hands we throw
The torch; be yours to hold it high.
If ye hreak faith with us who die
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow
In Flanders {ields.”

So during this coming year, college will mean more than just
a preparation for each to live lus own lifle It means that every one
must prepare for the work of rcconstruction and readjustment which
lies ahead it means that those who one year ago were preparing
for a part in the great war will now turn ther preparation into chan-
nels equally important, for this war will have been fought in vain un-
less the principles for wiich America fought arc made fast and cer-
tain, And unless every ounce of good is obtained from our college
work, unless the most is made of our preparation, the cfforts of our
fallen comrades, Penn State's dead, will tend to be nullified.
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DR. SPARKS STILL ABSENT

The student body of Penn State will regret to learn that Dr.
Edwin Erle Sparks, prestdent of the college, is still unable to resume
hts duties as esccutive  Up until about three wechs ago, President
Sparks had every espectation of returning for the opening of college.
But upon the advice of his physician, 1t has been thought advisable
for lim not to attempt to resume lus workl at this tume  He has
greatly improved i health and was heenly disappointed not to be here
to welcome the old and new students Inst Wednesday.

Dr. Sparks has served Pean State very cfficiently for the past
ten years, but the task of keeping tius college on a plane of “Business
as Usual” during war-time condittons was too great for one man and
Ie succumbed to nervous eshaustion last March  He was granted a
leave of absence by the Board of Trustees for onc year to rest and
recuperate.

Immedintely after s first scvere iliness, he took treatment at
the Umiversity Hospital, Philadeliphin, and after a few wechs conva-
lescence at Galen Hall, ncar Warnersville, was cnabled to retunr to
Penn State for the annual commencement exercises, when he confer-
red the degrees upon the graduating members of the class of 1919,
He then left for Ephraim, Wisconsin with s family, where he spent
the summer,  iis [ifty-ninth birthday was celebrated on July siv-
teenth wihile on a five-day yachting trip on the Great Lakes. A re-
cent message to Dean Pond, maled from Little Current, Ontario, said
that he was then on a httle yacht trip 1nto the wild country north of
Georgian Bny, Canada.  He sent all good luck for the opening and
expressed the regret that he could not be here. .

While every Penn State student is sorry that Dr. Sparks 1s not
back, each one can be gind that his condition 1s rapidly improving,
and that when he does return, he will return refreshed in body and
mind, nnd ready to again take up lus dutics as “Preay”.
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PENN STATE'S FUTURE

The COLLEGIAN extends a warm welcome to every member of
the incoming class of 1923, te every member of the new two-year ag-

nicultural class, to each special student, to cach one entering here this

year with advanced standing, and last but by far not lesst, to cvery
Penn State man who has returned to college after having served in the
bigger and nobler task of helping Uncle Sam 1n the recent war.

No one can deny the fact that Penn State has returned to normal
conditions Three years of college life mnfringed upon by war have

not passed by without leaving their mark, and yet, now that everything | €

is over, we can well be proud of the past record of our alma mater, her
alumni, faculty, and students. We can turn with clear vision and
bright espectations toward the future, and face with calmness and
confidence whatever it may hold in store.

Undoubtedly, this year 1s going to be a big onc at Penn State.
With a monster Freshman class, a large number of Sophomores, the
shattered Senior and Juntor classes again being filled up by men who
have “done their bit,” and the expected number of other new students,
Penn State has the record-brenking enrollment of almost 3,000 men
and women. It s only natural that among such a large number, there
will come up problems, both genéral and individual, and i such cases
the best results can be obtamned only by cvery onc doing what he be-
lieves to be right. LEach one must live up to the unwritten principle
lthnt Penn State comes first n alt things, fraternity sccond, and seif
ast.

Two matters of wvital interest to the student bedy which were
mentioned at the close of the last college term and which must be
solved this year are the strengthening of the Honor System and some
method of arousing class spirit, especinlly nmong the two lower classes,

“Something should be done to the Honor System or it should
be kicked out the back door!” “A college that rcally uses a system
of honor has no nced of an Honor System.” “All acts of dishonesty
should be reported.” The foregoing are some of the remarks that have
been made in connection with the Honor System at Penn State, As far
as we can see, they all have their foundation in Article 1, Section 5,

which is to the effect that any student who secs another cheating in an
examination shall first warn the offender and then if the Intter still

persists in cheating, the nttention of at least one other pesron shail be
called to the matter and the case then carried to the Honor Committee.
Eaperience in the past has shown that one student will rarely, if ever,
report another he sees cheating, on the ground that if he does, he will be
a “squenler”.  As long as this condition cwists, the Honor System
can not be successful. It will be recalled that last year i virtually
every case reported, the attention of the Honor Commuttce was brought
to the suspected partics by members of the faculty and not by stud-
ents. What 15 necded therefore is legislation' by the Honor Com-
mittee, subject to the approval of the student body, whid® will remedy
this weakness and which will create a method whereby every student
who cheats shall be reported.  Again, 1t certainly is not fair to the
honest members of a class to warn a man who is cheating that he
will be reported if he persists,  For one thing, he may have secured
all the information he needs to pnss his examination and win a high
place in the list of scholarship candidates beford he 1s even warned;
and for anather thing, the man who cheats knows better than anyone
clse that he s cheating, and a man who has cheated certainly has for-
fested all right to be warned before he 1s reported,  The present col-
lege year, thercfore, 1s an important onc for the Honor System.  Let
us, to & man, get behind 1t, support 1t, and make it a success.

The sccond matter of importance to be given attention this year
is some mcthod of arousing class interest.  While the S, A. T. C last
fall had many good potnts, it must be adnmutted that 1t certainly play-
ed havoc with “class spimit”.  The half year of customs in vogue
from January on did not succeed to any appreciable degree in arous-
g this spinit, as may be judged from the small number participa-
ting 1n the “tug-of-war”, the main class scrap of the year.  As a few
suggestions, there could be one or two new scraps mntroduced, which
while eliminating all danger to life and limb would nevertheless ful-
fil the required purpose, A “ficld day” might also be held with the
Freshmen and Sophomores as the main participants, and stunts of alb
kinds could be arranged. A supervised ke of the Fieshmen to
Mount Nittany would also be feasible, as would snother exhibition
show, similar to “Zarney's circus”.  In each of these, there are various
minor detmls which when arranged and carried out would add much
to the Iife and zest of the events. -

—_—0

THE FIFTEENTH MILESTONE
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Repairing a Specialty
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With this issue, the COLLEGIAN begins its fifteenth 3
which means that 1t is starting its fifteenth year of publication. We
feel that since its founding, the paper has at various stages made
great progress forward, It will be the policy of the present staff
this yenr to continue to try to make the paper better with cach issue,
giving a live, interesting and truthful report of all college activities,
To do this, however, the staff must have the support of the stu-
dents, faculty and alumni. Because of increased printing expenses
this year, the subscription price has been slightly raised but we hope
by the kind of paper we put out to more than makg up for this. The
paper is published for the benefit of the students and alumni, and
those who benefit thereby should support 1t,

We behieve that 1t is not asking too much for every student to
subscribe.  The place which the COLLEGIAN will win this year in
the competition for the Public Ledger prizes in the Intercolleginte
Newspaper Assoctation will depend largely upon the number of stu-
dent and alumni subscriptions.  Virtually every other member of
the Associntion has a onc hundred per cent subscription list. Let
Penn State have the same!
—0

The COLLEGIAN wishes to call the attention of the students to
its “The Letter Box” department. This is maintained solely for the
expression of opinion on matters pertamning to general college inter-
est and communications are at all times welcome. Bear in mind,
however, that all articles must be signed.  The signature will or will
not be published upon the wish of the writer.

0

The cditorial staff of the COLLEGIAN is at present working un-
der a great handicap.  Mr. C. L. White '21, one of the three associate
editors, is not returning to college this year. Mp. F. H Leuschner ‘21,
another associate editor, will not be back until October fifteenth.
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The Passing of Cinderella

i THE quaint Jittle childhood tale of
the poor kitchen maid is not so

far removed from recent reality.
more

‘While the motors do the work, other
electric applionces are distributed
about the hoqse to make good hving

Electric

F.or we all recall the staggering piles of
dishes, the dust-strewn floor, the tubs

of clothes, the treadmill task at the furnace

utensils, hair driers, cigar lighters, .
burglar  alatms,

door bells, and
are now d

sewing machines! Yes, Cinderella-
like was the housework of yesterday.

power.
And now, the girl of 1920 looks to

The devel

by the magic. wand

of electric

ment *of the mini

clectricity—most tractable of hand-
maidens—as the fairy prince who

motors for the kitchen and electrical -

makes hfe easier and fuller.

Just a push of thé button—and tiny
clectric motors sweep, wash dishes
or clothes; clean, scour and polish;
make ice or ice cream, run the
sewing machine and play the piano
or phonograph,
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was made
tapid progress in experience gained -
by the General Electric Company's
Engineers, whose efforts in theappl-
cation of electricity for every sort of
industrial endeavor during the past
quarter century have brought free-
dom from the drudgery of other days.
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