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After.

After the shower, the tranquil san;
After the snow, the emerald leaves ;

Silver stars when the day is done;
After the harvest, the golden sheaves.

After the clouds, the violet sky;
After the tempest, the lull of waves ;
Quiet woods when the winds go by;
After the battle, peaceful graves,

After the koell, the wedding bells;
After the bud, the radiant rose ;
Joyful greetings from sad farewells ;
After our weeping, sweet repose.

After the burden, the blissful méed ;
Aftgr the flight, the cowny rest ;

After tae furrow, the waking seed ;
After the shadowy river—restl

p——

¢Kisses,”” says Sam Slick, “are like

| creation, because they are made out of
They are |

nothing, and are very gond.”
also like sermous, requiring two heads and
an application. As to their inveution, it
is well known that they began with the
first courtship in the most veautiful of
gardens. The old Puritan poet has toid
us ccneerning
which the pioveer lover saluted his blush-
iog bride amid the bowers of Kden—

: In delighs

| Both of her beauty and submissive charms,

Smiled with superior love, as Jupiter

On Juno smiles, when he impregns the clouds

That shed May flowers ; and press’d her ma-
tron lips

With kisses pure."”

Some ungallant writers assert that, in
the desire of the ancients to test the so-
briety of their wives and daughters, who
it seems were apt to make too free with
the juice of the grape, notwithstandiag a
prohibition to the contrary, originated a
practice reprobated by Socrates the ohi-
losopher, Cato the eldcr,and Ambrose the
saint, and lauded by lyrists and lovers
from the beginning of time. The refine-
ment of manners among the classic dames
and dawsels before mentioned was proba-
bly pretty much on a par with that de-
picted in the Beggars’ Opera, where
Macheath exciaims, after saluting Jeeny
Diver, “Ona may Lnow by your kiss that

| your gin is excellent.”

Kissing, which means in Hebrew sim-
ply adoration or touching with the mouth,
was alwaye one of the essential parts of

beathen worstip, without whith there was

! no possibility of either piety or virtue, and

_EBENSBURG,

PA., T

there is nothing but kissing. Ah, Faus-
tus, if you had once tasted the tenderness,
the fragrance of these kisses, you would
wish to stay in Engiand, not for a ten
years’ voyage, like Soloa’s, but as long as
you lived.”

So widely spread was the osculatory
reputation of the English, that when Car-
dinal Wolsey’s biographer visited a dis-
tinguished Freoch noblemasn at his
chateau, the mistress of the mansion,
upon entering the spartment with her
bevy of Llooming attendant damsels, thus
sccosted her husband’s guest: “Foras-
wuch as ye be an KEnaglishman, whose
custom it is to kiss all ladies and gentle-
woulen without offense, and although it
be not 8o here in this realm, yet will I ba
80 bold as to kiss you, and so shall my
maids.”

Yuritans, Independents, and the like,
sternly reprobated the custom of kissing.
lere is what worthy Jobn Bunyan had
to say on the subject: “The common
salututions of women 1 abhor; it is odious
to me in whoinsoever I see it. When I
have scen good men salute those women
that they have visited, and that have

visited them, 1 have made my objections

| against it, and when they have answered

the kiss imprnmx, “'nh;.-iglll.

[ : "'I'l'lf_j:“'ri"‘_i";':"(j h:;’ i‘i‘:fhf‘":':_'r”;:_";;p::; | people were branded as sthests who
| experience of the highest authorities | Deglected to kise their bauds or the stat.

. | Seience. He simply asks that an | ues of the gods when they entered a |

) unity may be given for his work to | temple. Indeed, the fcet and knees of

4 Ils own prase.
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the Bastimore College.
be at Ebensburg on the fourth
iench month, to stay one wiek.
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the gods were often quite worn away by
the constact touch of worshipiag lips.—
Ameng the carly Christians, the kiss of
peace prevailed, and was a most sacred
ceremony, observed on solemn oceasions.
It was called signaculum orationis, the
soul of prayer, and was a symbol of that
mutual forgiveness and reconciliation
wlhich the Churck required as an essen-
tial condition belore any were admitted to
the racraments.

Iioman civilians at length took the kiss
under their protection. Their code defi-
ned with great accuracy the nature, lim-
its, and conditions of the ripht of kissing.
They were very strict, and only near blood
relations might kiss the women of a fam-
ily., The kiss had all the vircue of a bond
-,:ra:i'cd as n sezl to the ceremony of he-

| trethel, in concequence of the vislence

e

done to the modesty of tie lady by a kiss

I{ we are to credit Scendinavian tradi-
tion, kissing was sn exotic plessure intro
duced into liagland by Rowena, the
beautiful Saxon. Al a banguet given by
the DBritish mooarch in booor of his
allics, the Princess, after pressing the
brimming beaker to her lips, saluted the
sstonishied Voltigern with a pretty little
ki~s, after the maanuer in vogue amoog
the Saxons.

A Greek traveler yelept Chalcondyles,
who visited our British ancestors some
five centuries since, rays: “As for Kn-
glish females and children, their customs
are liberal in the extreme. For instance,
when a visitor calls at a friend’s house,
his first act is to kiss his frieud’s wife ; he
is then a duly inatalled guest. Persoos
meeting in the street follow the same
custom, and no one &ees anything improp-
er in the action.” Another Greek trav-
eler of a century later also adverts to this
osculatory eustom. Ile says: “The En-
glish manifest much simplicity and lack
of jealousy in thieir customs as regards
females ; for not ouly do members ot the
same family and household kiss them on
the lips with complimentary ralutations
and enfolding of the arms round the waist,
but even strangers when introduced follow
the same mode, and it iz one which does
not appear to them vnbecoming.”

Another commentator on this subject
is Erasmus. Writing from Eogland to a
friend, in 1499, he says: “TLey have a
custom, tov, which can never be sufficient-
ly commended. Oau your arrival you are
weleomed with kisses. Ou your depar-
ture you are sent off with kisses. If you
return, the embraces are repeated. Do
you receive a visit, your first entertain-
ment is of kisses. Do your guests depart,
you distribute kisses amorg them. Wher-
ever you weet them, they greet you with
a kigs; in short, whatever way you turn,

me that it was but a piece of civility, I
have told them that it was not a comely
Some, indeed, have urged the boly
kiss; but then 1 have asked them why
they have made balks—why they did sa-
lute the most handsome, and let the ill
favored ones go 7’ But notwithstsnding
the efforts of the inspired tinker, kissing
continued in vogue under the reign of
William aod Mary, although we find
Rustie Sprightly complaining in the Spec-
tator that since the unfortunate arrival in
his neighborhood of a courtier who was
contented with a profound bow, no young
gentlewoman hatr been kissed, though
previously he had been accustomed upon
entering a room to salute the ladies all
around.

From the Greek anthology down to our
day, thousands of lines, good, bad, and
indifferent, have been written on the stch-
ject of this chapter. A volume of the
dimensions of Webster unabridged would
gcarcely zontain tobem. Bhakspeare alone
has above three hundred allusions to
kisses im his sonncts and dramas. Per-
bapa the best description of kissable lips
ever written are by English and Irish
poets. Sir John Suckling paints to the
very life the pretty, pouting mouth of a
beauty, in his “Ballad on a Wedding :”

“Her lips were red, and one was thin

Compared to that was next her chin—

Some bee had stung it newly.”

And the Irish singer hyperbolically li-
zens the lips of his charmer to
%A dish of ripe gtrawberries emothered

crame.”

No young rezder will, we suspect, be
willing to plead guilty to ever having
acted like foolish Robin, whose stupidity
bhas been immortalized in the following
half dozen lines :

“Come kiss me,” said Robin.

| ‘‘no |

| For my mother forbade me to play with men

Ashamed by my answer, he glided away,

Though my looks very plainly advised him
to siay,

Silly swain, not at all recollecting—not he—

That i;;.v‘ mother ne'er said thai he must not
L1SE me.

How differently the same thing may be
described. The great English poetess
Fays D
“First time he kizzed me, but he only kiszed
The fingers of thiz band wherewith [ write;
And, ever since, it grew more clear and white,
Slow to world-greeting ; quick with its “Oh,

list !V
Wlen the angels speak. A ring of amethyst,
I could not wear it plainer to my sight
Than that first kiss. The second passed in
hight
The first, and sought the forehead ; and half
missed, "
Falling upoa my hair. Oh, beyond meed !
That wus the chrism of love, which love's
own crowin,
With sanctifying sweetneas, did preeccde.
The third upon my lips was folded down
In perfect purple state! BSince when, indeed,
1 bave been proud, and #aid, “My love, my
own "

Herr Hackiander, writing on the sub-
ject of osculation, says :  “T'here are three
kisses by which the human ruce are blest;
the first is that which the motber presses
on the new-born infant’s head ; the second
that which the newly wedded bride be-
stows on your lips; the third that with
which love or friendship closes your eyes
when your carcer is ended.” After which
rhetorieal flourish, he adds: *“Buat L
more blest than other mortals, have to
boast of a fourth kiss of bliss, that of
‘Father Radetsky!”” Iacklander wrote
a description of the battle of Navarro,
which brought him, among other distine-
tions, a kiss from the old field marshal.

The first lesson which the infant is
taught is to kise; it is at once the lan-
guasge of infancy and the currency of
childhood. The little passionless face as
it rests upon its mother’s bosom is mould-
ed into smiles by a kiss, and thus by love’s
fruit sweet echo is prodaced. Who shall
tell the mystery, the deep love and ear-
nestness, the quiet joy, the proud hope of
a mother’s kiss? and what brow or check,
of all who have gone furth ioté the wide,
wide world, but wears this heavenly jewel,
as imperishable as the glance of a dia-
mond ?

Thon there is the Jover’s kiss, the first

s

in

I gently said

offering he makes upon the sltar where
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he worships, and no maiden ever yet un-
locked her heart, but a kiss was the first
prisoner that flew cuat. FEn passant, that
was 2 wonderful kiss which Fatima re-
ceived from ber lover:

Last night when some one spoke his name,
From my swift blood that went and came,

A thousand little shafts of flame

Were shivered in my narrow frame.

Oh love | oh fire! QOnce he drew

With one long kissmy whole soul through
My lips—as sunlight drinketh dew.

Auother variety is the kiss universal.
Itis a charming sslutation common among
ladics, and cocurs generally upon any en-
counter, whether in public or private, and
is exoessively violent at times after an
absence of—three days from each other.
Tlere is no particular form insisted upon
in this off-hand iuoculation : it is simply
fire aud fall back.

“The electrical kiss is performed by
mweans of the eleotrical stool. Let a lady
challenge a gentleman not aequainted
with the experiment to give ber a salute.
The lady thereupon mouuts the glass stool,
taking hold of the chain connected with the
prime conductor. The machine then being
set in motion, the gentleman approaches
the lady acd attempts to imprint the
seal of affection upon ber coral lips, when
a rpark will fly in his face, which effectu-
ally deters him from his rash intentious.

The kiss sentimental is too delicate to
have very much character. It i3 careful
where it settles as a butterfly, and is ren-
dered with a sigh and upturned opties.
It occurs moet commonly by pale moon-
light, in grottoes and shady retreats. A
hot sun or a boiled dinner is a perfect ex-
tingnisher on the kiss sentimental. It
would also be inappropriate in a thunder
shower or upon a high road.

Beautiful and sometimes sad are the
historic kisses scattered through our liter-
ature, and that of other lands. The Bi-
ble abounds with them. There was the
kiss of peace which David gives to Absa-
lom—that wayward favorite, who was for-
ever paying back his father’s love and
mercy with rebellion and violence; tho
kiss with which Jacob received his blind
old father’s blessing, and robbed the gen-
erous Esau for the second time of his
birthright; the kiss Mary Magdalene
gives when she washes the loved feet with
her tears and wipes them with her hair.

Turning to seenlar history, there is the

precious kiss which Margarida gave her
troubadour lover, when ‘she strerched
out her arms and sweetly embraced him
in the love chamber,” which coming to
ber husband’s (Raimond de Roussillon)
koowledge, he gave her the troubadour’s
heart to eat, disguised as a savory morsel.
Aod there was Francesca’s kiss, so sweet
and yet so sad, so guilty and so pure,
wher trembling Paoclo kiesed her and they
read no more that day. And there are
the kisses that Antony wasted a world so
gladly tor “on a brow of Kazypt;” or
rather, we suspect, on lips of Egypi; and
Othello’s farewell kisses, which, tender
and beart-broken as they were, had no
wagic iu them to redecem poor Desdemo-
ua’s life. Who does not remember that
grand kiss of Coriolanus—
“Long as my exile, sweet as my rcvenge!”
which exLibits such a world of character
and passivn ; and swect Roweo’s dying
kiss in the vaule of the Capulets, and the
famous kiss of Bassanio? Then therais
the kiss Marie Stuart gave Alain Char-
tier, the memory of which is still fresh
after tkree centuries have passed away.
Do you remember it? e was a poet
and the ugliest man in France. The last
ot his race died in Paris in November,
1863. The Queen with her maids found
him asleep one day, and beet over him
and kissed his dreaming lips. “I kiss
vot the man,” she said, “I kiss the soul
that sings.”” Then there is the kiss which
the {resh cheek of young John Milton re-
ceived during his college days from the
lips of the high-born {talian beauty, ard
the kisses of Lawrence Sterne, c¢oncern-
ing which he says, “For my own part I
would rather kiss the lips I love, than
dance with all the graces of Greece, alter
bathicg themselves ia the springs of Par-
nassus. ¥lesh and blood for me, with an
angel in the iuside.”

What kind of a kiss was it that sweet
Amy Robsart's friend Leicester placed
upon the lips of Queen Bess, and which,
according to 2 chronicle of the time, ‘“‘she
took right heartilie ?”” It was certainly a
bold proceeding “before folks,”” consider-
ing who the parties were. Tho kiss that
Chastelard asked of Mary Beaton was a
notable one. Said the gallant French-
man :

Kiss me with some slow, heavy kiss, that
plucks
The heart out at the lips.

When the Cardinal John of Lorraine
was presented to the Duchess of Savoy,
she gave him her hani to kiss, greatly to
the indigonation of the irate churchmao.
«“How, madame,” exclaimed he, “am I to
be treated in this manner? I kiss the
queen, my mistress, and shall I not kiss
you, who are only a duchess 7"’ and with-
out more ado he, despite the resistance of
the proud litile Portugese princess, kiss-
ed her thrice on the mouth, before he re-
leased her with an exultant laugh. The
doughty Cardinal was appareatly of cne
mind with Selden, who thought “to kiss
ladies’ hands after their lips as some do, is
like the boys who after they eat the apple,
fall to the paring.”

R 14, 1867.

“When Charles IT. was making his tri- |
umphal progress through England. ecrtain
country ladies who were presented to him,
instead of kissing the royal baod, in their |
simplicity beld up their pretty lips to be
kissed Ly the king—a blunder no one
would more willingly exeuse than the
red-haired lover of pretty Nally Gwynn.
Another poet, the coustryman of Char-
tier, had two centuries later, the honor of
being publicly kissed in the stage box by
the youue and lovely Counotess de Villars;
but in Voltaire's case, the lady gave the
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and parties desiring information in rega:
to any tract of land, should give the pam
of the warrantee, dute of the warrant, an
countly in which it was located, asd then a
subsequent procecGing+, as whether su:-
vey hus been returned, patented or moi
and the amount due the State, if not ps-
tented, can be ascertained.

Now that the resl estate of the Com-
moowealth is no longer taxed, efforts
should be mwade to incresse the revenues
from ail other proper sources, and as a
very large sum is due the State on account

osculatory salute not of her own tree will, | of wapaid puwrchase money for lands not
but in obedience to the commands of the | patented, public policy demands the prompt

clagueurs in the pit, mad with ¢nthusiasm
for the poet's ‘Merope.””

Georgiana, Duchess of Devoushire, as
our readers will remember, gave Sieel the
butcher a kiss for his vote nearly a cen-
tury sicce, and another equally beautiful
woman, Jane, Duchess of Gordon, recruit-
ed her regiment in a similar manner.
Duocan Mackensie, a veteran of Waterloo,
died at Klgin, Scotland, Dec., 1866. He
delighted 1n relating how he kissed the
duchess in taking the shilling from be-

tween her tecth to become one of her re-
giment—the Gordon Highlaunders, better
known as the Niuety-second. The old
Seottish veteraun of eighty-seven has not
left one behind him to tell the same tale
about kissing the bluc-eved Duchess in
the market-place of Duthil. The late
Daniel O'Connell hit upon a novel mode
of securing votes for the candidates he
bhad named at a certain election, which
test, considering the constitutional tem-
perament of his countrymen, is said to
have proved effectual. He saic in refer-
ence to the unfortunate elector who should
vote against them, “Let no man aneak to
him. Let no woman salute him !” Gil-
bert Stuart, the portrait painter, is said
to have once met a lady in one of the
streets of Boston, who accosted him with,
“Ah! Mr. Staart, I have just seen your
likeness, and kissed it becaunse it was so
much like you.”” ¢And did it kiss you
ia return 7”7 “Why, no.” “Then,” said
the gallaut painter, ‘‘it was not like me.”
All admirers of Goethe will remember
the passage in which poor Margaret says
to her lover, “What ! you can no longer
kiss? so short a time away from me, my
love, and slready forgotten how to kiss?
Why do I feel so sad upon your neck?
when in other times a whole heaven came
over me from your words, your looks, and
you kissed me as if you would smother
me! Kiss me, or I will kiss you! (She
embracea him.) O woe! your lips are
cold—are you dumb? Where have you
left yourlove ? who has robbed me of it 7™
And again, seated at her spinning wheel,
she utters her deep grief in a simple song.

My peace is gone,

My heart is sore;
'Tis gone forever
And evermore.

For him doth my bosom
Cry out and pine;
Oh! if I mightclasp him
Apnd keep him mine!
And kiss him, kiss him,
As fain would I,
I'd faint on his kisses—
Yes, faint and diel
Some of our readers who are mnot so
young as they have been, may remember
the famous Yankee kiss, and kiss of the
last Kinz of England before he came in
his estate. While in New York, the
Prince called at » barber’s shop to be
shaved. When the operation was com-
pleted, he stepped up to the barber’s pret-
ty wite, who chanzed to be present, and
giving her a kiss, remarked, “There, now,
you can say you have been kissed by a
member of the royal tamily.” The bar-
ber, greatly incensed by what he chose to
receive as an insult, seized the Privce, and
helping bim out of the shop with his
foot, exclaimed, “There, now, you can say
that you received a royal kick i{rom au
Americaa freeman.”

The Land Depariment of Penn-
sylvania.

The operations and duties connected
with the Land Department, or Surveyor
General’s coffice ol Pennsylvania, on¢ of
the most important departments of the |
State government, are but little uoder-
stood by the people at large.

The system of disposing of lands inau-
gurated by William Peunn and tL:c Pro-
prietary, and of necessity continued by
the Commonwealth, is one surrounded by
many objectional features, as the lands,
instead of having been previously survey-
ed by the authorities, and their location
definitely ascertained and afterwards =old,
warrants for vacact land were granted,
the surveys on which were often made
years after. In many instances, for the
officers of the land department conld no:
koow wha* land was vacant, conflicting
warrants were issued, so that in some lo-
calities several sets of warrants were laid
upon the same land. This has produced
much litigation throughout the State, and.
although titles in the older counties have
been generally settled, there are and will
continue to be for years to come, cases for
adjustment by the Courts; and in order
t> establish titles, innumerable copies of
applications, warrapts, surveys, patents
and other official papers are required from
the Land Department.

Under our land system the ¢;pp1ﬁ:at£un
and warrant are the inception of the title,

| payment of these claims, and the comple-

tion of titles. The Legislature has from
time to time within the last forty years,
passed stringeat laws for their collection,
but owing to the herculean task imposed
on the department in getting out these
claims, nearly every account involving
the closest examination of application,
warrant, survey, vouchers, blotters, day-
books, journals, ledgers, and maps to as-
certain the location of the land againsc
which the lien is entered, the several
acts were never carried out according to
their spirit and meaning. The last act
on this subject, passed in May, 1864, re-
quires these accounts to be made out, and
liens therefor entered up in the several
couaties ; and it would be well for those
interested to make a note of it, for Gene-
ral Jacob M. Campbell, of Cambria coun-
ty, the present Surveyor General, and
wko is a thorough busioess man and most
efficient officer, military and civil, has
nearly completed the calculations of the
amounts due on unpatented tracts upon
which surveys have been returned. When
completed and entered up as liens in the
several counties, an additional fee of five
dollars in each case will be charged.
Many persons seem to labor under an er-
roneous impression that when the liens
are entered up they can settle thew at the
respective county seats. Dut this is not
the fact ; everything relating to them must
pe transacted through the land depart-
ment—the object -in entering them up
being probably to prevent alienation of
property uatil this just debt is paid the
Commonwealth.

The laws relating to this important de-
partment of the State government are so
numerous, in many cases conflicting, aad
in others their application so obscure, that
the next Legislature should pass a care-
fully revised act, covering the neccessities
that have growe up, and more cleariy de-
fining present laws. Iu doinz this the
law-makicg power should avail itself cf
the suggestions of the Surveyor Genersl,
as it requires much expericnce in the de-
partment to make one acquainted with its
necessities and yet protect existinz rights
under ferincr laws and o=-toms.

In the same department are many old,
rare, and curious documents—zEome Older
than the date of the first colomy uuder
the founder of the provinces—:znd many
have on them the “stamps” that formed
one of our grievances against the “Moth-
er Country.” Much to connect the past
with the present is here fonnd ; much to
remind one of the hardships and perils of
the brave pioneers who first made homes
in our dense forests, and paved the way
for the bigh state of prosperity and eivili-
zation enjoyed by their descendants. A
regular set of books, cousisting of day-
book, journal, und ledger, have been kept
from the year 1719, and are found to be
in a remarkable state of preservation.
These, together with large folios, in which
patents have been recorded, ill the greater

| part of the shelving of the second floor.

From these records we ascertain that
among the guit rents imposed before the
lands were declared allodial was in one in-
stance that of one “red rose” aannually,
aod that the “father of his country” was
at one time the owner of land in Penn-
eylvania, having located a tract in West-
woreland county. A small circular room
up stairs is nearly filled with papers of
Joha Nicholson, FEsq., at one time the
owner of nearly one-seventh of this State,
and also a very large land-holder in the
Southern States, and yet who was always
harrassed with debt and died a poor man.

The development of the State by Rail-
roads acd the consequent impetus given
to cur lumber, ccal, and other mineral in-
terests, has so greatly enhanced the value
of lands, a few years ago scarcely worth
the taxes assessed upon them, that the
vacant mountain lands are being rapidly
taken up, and the people are having their
titles perfected by obtaining patents, and
adjusting in the courts of the Common-
wealth contested rights. This involves
the Surveyor General's office in a beavy
correspondence, and the furnishing of »
great many copies of official papers.

General Robert A. McCoy, late private
Secretary to Governor Curtin, is the effi
cieot chief clerk of this department, and
to his courtesy am 1 indebted for the
above interesting facts.— Correspondence
Philadelphia Press.

AN arolite fell at Gardoer, Me., one
evening last week. It looked like a large
globe of fire, and hissed like a rocket in
its descent. Upon examining the spot
where it fell, a substance resembling
starch was found.

Ir is not probable that the investiga-

tion ioto the affairs of the P’rioting Buo-
reau will be concluded before the first of

January.




