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" ADRIFT IN A BALLOON.

“Mr. Heywood, what have you done ?”’

“Cat the stay-rope of the balloon, Miss
Kensett, and I am alone with you at last.”’

There was a gleam of strange triumph
in the young man’s haodsome eyes as he
gpoke, and tho young lady flung back the
thick vail that bad until now shrouded
her head, and turned a beautiful pale face
away“from him to look for help. It was
too late to hope for any aid. As he had
said, Ralph Heywood had severed with a
strong, sharp kuife, the cable that was to
remain attached to the balloon during its
perilous voyage, and in an instant it had
risen beyond sny reach of those below.—
She saw the swaying crowd that had come
to witueas the ascent, presenting to Lker
view & sea of upturned faces, each one
white with the horror of the catastrophe
that hed occurred ; she saw the men on
the platform looking with amaze at the
cut rope, and the professional acronaut who
was to have accompanicd them garzing
after them and stretching out his arms in
a gesture of despair; she could hear the
murmur of the excited throng, and even
catoh the shouts of some of the men who
were (rying to explain the accident, but
at every second the sounds grew fainter,
the mass of people more indistinet as the
balloon rose steadily higher and higher,
until the park, with its crowd, became a2
were small portion of the great city that
was evread out below them.

Acd s0 Kate Kensctt and Ralph Hey-
wood were alone together once more.

A year ago this bad mot been so rare a
thing. Thcese two had speat loug summer
bours in rambles through the woods, in
rides by the sparkling ocean, in chats on
the wooenlight piazza, and seemed never
tierd of the eolitude a deux.

Kate Kcnsett was & handsome, imperi-
ous woman, an only child, and mistress
for the many years sinee her mother’s
death, of Ler father’s fine establishment.
A haughty beauty, who bLad refused a
score of offers, and thought berselt proof
against love, when she had attainetr the
sge of twenty-seven, still heart-whole.

Ralph Heywood was two years her
junior, an impulsive young fellow, who
sdored Kate from the first moment he
saw ber, and was hLopelessly and over-
whelmiogly in love with her by the time he
| bad been three months with her—go much
iu Jove that, dre.ming ke bad some en-
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| to love me.
| Do let me share my wealth with you.”

couragement in the softer light of her
gray eyes, and fnding himself wholly
| unsble wny lomger to affect indifference,
| he wade a mad, dosperate avowal of his
feelings, ouly to Dbe refused with eold
decision,

Ralph went out from Kate’s presence
after thet, utterly stunned ard overeome.
It was all ovor, thes, and the hopes that
bad been so dear to Lim must be given
up. Yet be surely bad had some reasen
to indulge his passion, some encourage-
went Lo guccess irom his baughty beauty.
No ! it must be his owa vanity slone which
had led him to this error ; be was a con-
ceited coxcomb, who deserved to suffer
for his folly, and heartsore and crushed,
the poor fellow went from the dangerous
country where Kate resided, back tc town.

A little while after this, Heywood, by
the sudden death of an uncle, became the
inheritor of a bandsome fortmoe. The
moderate eompetence he had before pos-
scssed expanded to wealth, and Ralph was
one of the richestsingle men in New York.
Soon after this Kate came to the eity.
Ralpb eaw Leraguin. At their first meet-
ing a quick flueh overspread the whiteness
of ber eomplexion, and his beart beat high
with a new kope. He lingered about her
whenever he could. She did not repulse
him, aud then one day, when be chanced
to And ker aloae, he burst out with a pas-
sicnate revewal of his suit.

“Oh, Kate, Kato ! I love you so desper-
ately I Do listen to me, at least, and try
I aw rich vow, you know.—

Miss Kenoeett started up and turned
very pule at these words.

“Mr. Heywood, do you think T am to
be bought I slie demauded haunghtily.
“Oh, po, pot that, Kate! But it does
oot seem 80 preposterous for me to ask you
to marry me now. You are so glorious
that you ought to have all the luxury that
money can buy, and that I will give you.”
“You remember, Mr. Heywood, what
my answer was to you last summer. You
must understand my character very poorly
if you faney your added fortune can make
me change it.”

“Don't you really care for me at all?”
he asked, pleadiugly, as he came and stood
close beside her, his blue eyes full of
passionate entreaty.

Miss Kensett's voice trembled a little
28 ghe said :

“You koow I liked you as a {rieng.”
“An a friend !"” he repeated, impetuous-
ly. “Oh, Kate, Kate! have you never
loved me at all 7’ and ke held out his
hand, imploriagly.

She drew back a step, and her paleness

increased.

“All this is folly,” shesaid. “You are
younger than I am, Ralph. It is absurd
to talk of mariiage beétween us.  Come,
let us be friends, as we were, and forgoes
ull this.”

“Yorget it, Kate ! T can aever do that.
I love you,and shall loye you to my dying
day ! T cabnot pretend to be tmfsr your

| friend.”

Miss Kensett's lip curled.

“You are so young, Ralph, you will
outlive this faney.”

“You ridicule me,” he said, sadly.—
“Well, Kate, I can only prove my love by
endurance, and that timo alone can mani-
fest. Oh, I know you think my character
weak, and that I am not like the man
you would choose for your husband.—
Perhaps you think I have forgotten that
deseription you gave me one day last
summer of your ideal wan. I recolleot
every word, He was utterly unlike me, I
remewmber well. Ile has to be thirty-six
years old, with black hair and eyes, stern,
cold, reserved to all the world but you.—
Kate, Kate ! do you really think you eould
love euch & man better than you ever
could love me 7"

He put the question so suddenly that
Kate was unprepared for it, and be had
clasped one of her hands in his and pressed
it to his lips before she could prevens
him.

A vivid color dyed her face as she felt
the touch of that passionate kiss.

“Kate—Kate ! my owo ! my love I’ he
murmured.

But she snatched back ber hand, and
turned quickly away.

“[ will oot listen to you any longer,
Ralpb,” she said, quickly. “Leave me,
now, and do not come to see me any more.
It will be useless, 1 tell you, for 1 never
will be alone with you agaia.”

“I will go if you insist,” he said. I
would pot perseccute you with an unwel-
come suit, but I will not promise not to
come here, Kate. I shall see you as often
as possible ; it will be my only happiness.”

He went out, and whean the echo of his
footateps died away Miss Kensett sank
down on @ gola and hid her face im her
hands.

Could be Lave seen her then, perbaps
Ralph would uwot bave despaired.

Even as it was, ho showed good plack
in his pursuit, for all winter he scarcely
allowed a day to pass without seeing her;
in the park, at the opera, at receptions or
balls, he was uwear her, but for months
Kate succeeded in keeping to her resolu-
tion, and they were never alone together.

As the timedpasaed on, and Ralph saw
ber surrounded with other admirers and
always inaccessible, he grew desperate.—
He was resolved he would see her aloae,
at all Lazards, and when chance threw in
his way this strange wmeeting, he could
not resist the temptation of procuring one
last interview with the weman he adored.

As the balloon slowly rose, there was
silence betweea the two for many min-
utes. Gradually the great city wunrolled
before them like a map. They could ses
the lines of the streets, the green reach of
the great Park, and at last the sparkling
waters of the two rivers, and the broad
bay with its ionumerable ships. It was
a brigbt May sfternoon, and the sky had
seemed almost cloudless, but as they rose
higher a chill struck them, and on & sud-
den they passed within & thin band of
vapor, and the world beneath was shut
out from them entirely. They were ut-
terly alone now.

Kate shivered as the damp struck her
heart, and Ralph drew near to her with a
iarge shawl.

“You are eold; lot me wrap this about
you,” he eaid, gentiy.

The haughty woman secmed almost
conquered. She permitted him to draw
the warm folds around her, and her large
eyee, us they were turned on his for the
first time, had a shadow of fear in their
depths.

“Kate,” exid Ralph, end he half encir-
cled her with his arm, “you thiok I am a
wadman and have resolved to kill you.”

“You are ig the same peril yoursclt,”

she replied.
° ‘“But the danger is not £o great as you
imagine. 1 have been up in this same
balloon several times before. Do you re-
member my telling you last summer how
I had always had a fancy far seronautics,
or have you forgotten everything about
that bappy summer ?”

“L do remember it,” she said.

“L have read a good deal on the sub-
jeet,”” he continued, “and this winter
almost the ouly thing I have thought of
but you has becn these ssceumsions. As
soon as this balloon was brought here, I
came to exawioe it, and have been up in
it nearly every Saturday since.”

“But it was always attached to a rope.”

“Yes, that is true; still that makes
very little real difference in the danger.
I understand the management of it per-
feétly; but 1 had never dreamed of secing
you at one of these ascensions.”

A sudden flush dyed Kate's face.

“No,” she said, “I ought not to bave
come, brt you kaow I have always had a
fancy for investizating snything out of
the way, and ever gince I saw the adver-
tisement of these ascensions I bave longed
totry one. This afternoon father wae out;
I wrapped mysell up and put on a thick
vail, and came up here, not thinking to be
recognized.”

“I knew you at once,” said Ralph; “the
moment I caught sight of your figure, I
did not need to hear your voice. When
you spoke to the professor, though, that
would have set at rest any doubt.”

“And I Jdid not sec you until I stepped
!

_into the car, or—"

“You would not have come,” he added,
sadly. «Well, Kate, I will not persesute
you, now that we are so really algne to-
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gether. I was resolved to see you
more hefore I go away.”

“You are going away ?”

“Yes, to Europe. I was determined to
bid you good-by alone at every risk, and
when I saw that we two were the only
passengers, I could pot resist the impulse
that:eized me to make the trip alone with

ou.
3 “You are very rash, Ralph.”

“You have only yourself to blame for
it,” heo said. “Bus there really is no
danger ; if we wish to go higher we have
only to.throw out some of these sand-bags,
and when you wish to descend I will open
the vhlve, the gus will escape, and we shall
reach ferra firma quickly and safely.”

As ke spoke they passed beyoud the
shrouding vapor, and Kate turned to look
below her. The balloon was floating
across the East River ; beneath them they
could see the broad stretch of the waters,
the greea shores dotted with neat country-
seats, the islands with their stalwart buil-
dings. They were so remote now that
tkey could no longer distinguish any hu-
man beiogs, and the ships seemed to move
over tho waves as by enchantment, the
vehicles on shore to glide alongz as in
scme fairy panorama, while the intense
and strange stilloess around them was
unbroken by any sound. The effect was
inexpressibly weird of this looking down
on aoity snd country all wrapped in utter
silence, and 10 float there, with only the
vast beavens above them aud the drifting
clouds for companiouns.

“Is it not beautiful ¥’ eaid Ralph.

“It is, indeed, awfully beautiful,” and
ber eyes lit up with enthusiasm ; “and I
should enjoy it intensely if—"

“If it were not for me,” gaid Ralph,
bitterly. .

“No, vot that,” she replied, quickly ;
“3if it were not for the danger.

“There is no danger, Kate,” he said;
“we will go down at once it you wish it.”

“Oh, not here,” she cried; “we arc
directly over the water.”

“Not just yet ; the wind isa little north
of west, and we shall soon be above Green-
point; then, if you wish to descend, we
will eome dowan, and, a3 we can easily find
a carriage there, we shall be back in town
in an bour.”

“I think we had better descend as soon
as we van,” said Kate ; “it would be ter-
rible if I were to be out late; even as it
is, I-fear there wiil be an uupleasant no-
toriety about the adventure.”

“And you are vexed with me for that?
Bat, Kate, there is no need of any onc
knowing your name. I will take =are of
all that. Oh, do not be angry with me !”

“I am oot angry, Ralph. Do you really
mean t7 go away !’

“Yes ; why should I stay here longer,
to be made wretched? After this, you
will never see me again.”

Kate changed color a little, but she set
}:er lips resolutely and turned away her

ace.

“We are over the land now,” she said ;
“I think we had belter go down.”

“You roally wish it 7”7

“Yes.”

“Oh, Kate! T might keep you here if
I willed it, for [ am master now. Sup-
pose I refuse to let you descend ?”” and
there was a strange firc in his eyes as he
spoke.

“Ralph, would you detain me here
against my will 7”7

“I don’t kuoow, Kate. You kave
thought we weak in character, I know ; I
velisve it Las been one reason why you
have not loved wme. Suppose for once I
prove wyself the master, and keep you
here, my beautiful prisouer, in mid-air 7

He Lad riseu and laid his hand on the
string which communicated with the valve
in the upper part of the balloon, but he
paused as he spoke, and the car sped on
ita course. Miss Kensett looked up at
her compauion with a strange expression
of fear and entreaty in her eyes.

“Ralph ! dou’ttrifle with my anxicty !”

“You ask me to have pity for you, when
you had none for me,” he said.

Kate turned away her head and locked
out with rcal terror.

“Ralph, we are rising higher! Oh, it
is awful " and she hid ber face in her
hanas.

He was by her side in an instant.

“My love—my love !” ke said, “do not
be distressed! I do not wish to trouble
you. Oh! Kate—Kate! I am more mer-
ciful than you. I would lay down my
life to make you bappy. KEven to keep
you with me a little longer, which is the
bighest joy U know, I would not give you
one second’s uncasiness.”

“I wan foolish to doubt your generosity,
Ralph,” said Kate, “but there is something
so frightful in our position.”

“We will go down at onoe, if it is safe,”
he replied. “But before we begin to de-
scend, I must sce that we are really over
the land.”

Ralph swung the emall telescope fas-
tened to the side of the ear into position
and looked down.

“We are quite right,” he said ; “sure,
at least, to descend on the land. In a
few moments, Kate, our romantic voyage
will be over.”

He raised his haund to the cord and
pulled it; it did not yield to his touch.
A sudden look of alarm passed over his
face as he again essayed tomove it. Miss
Kensctt watched him with keen avpre-
Leasion.

once
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“Ralph, what is the matter 7”

“It is nothing,” he answered, with an
attempt to look uncoocerned ; ‘‘the ropa
is entangled in some way, that is all.”

e again strove to control the valye
that would relieve the balloon of the
buoyaut gas, but all his efforts were un-
availing. The obstructiou was somewhere
out of sizht, too, aud he could do nothing
to help them in his present position. His
face was very white as he sat down beside
Kate and took her hund in his,

“Kate,” he said, “1 do wot ask you to
forgive me for the awful peril into which
we have come ; but I have lost all control
of the ballooa !

There was a moment of silence. Miss
Kensett’s face lost every vestige of eolor;
but to Ralph’s surprise, he saw a wonder-
ful calmness come over it, though she
clasped his hands tightly as she said :

“Is thare, indeed, no hope left us but
to await our fate patieatly 7"

“There i3 but one chauce left,” he said.

“What is that 7

“I will tell you presently, when vou
say you have forgiven wme.”

“IL have already doue that, Ralph,” she
said, aud her voice was very gentle now.

“Oh, Kate! do you really forgive me
for having risked your life 7”

“You did not intend it; talph.”

“No; God konows I thought only of
seeing you alone a little whi'e, and uever
dreamed of the possibility of this horror.
Even now I do not understand how it
happened.”

“But you eay there is a chance ?”

“Yes; you know that as the gas in the
balloon is lighter than air, it cannot escape
except from an opening at the top. Now,
as I canaot contrel the valve, it may be
that it is loosened and will oper: of itself.
We will wait a little while for that; then,
if there is no help in that way, we must,
indeed, prepare for the worst, though I
promise you, Kate, I will save your life if
I can, even at the sacrifico of my own.”

As he spoke, it did indeed seem as if
the chaoce Ralph had suggested might
come to their aid. Certainly the balloon
descended somewhat. Looking over the
side, the voyagers could see more distinet-
ly the earth beueath them, aund cheered
by the hope of soon reaching it in safety,
for a little while could enjoy the beauties
of the wouaderful scene around and below
them.

They. were drifting always over Lon
Island ; passing above its green plain,
they could sce the villages that dot so
thickly its western shore, the lone farm-
houses on the southern coast, the long
sand beach that bars off the ocean, and
the islets that are scattered on its edge.

On the one side of the strip of land that |

seemed so narrow was the placid Sound,
with its tranquil waters scattered over
with many ships, while on the other was
the great sea dashing its restless billows

in a long line of foam on the white sands. |
As they sank down slowly and silently |

through the air, Kate and Ralph were so
relieved from apprehension that they

could enjoy turniog their telescope to one |

point of interest afier another, watching
with amusewent the groups of people that
in some of the villages marking the line

of the railroad were polntinge out eagerly |
oD o

the distant balloon; and when they saw,
from time to time, some spyglass dirceted
toward them from below, they knew that
human sympathy still followed them.
Meaatime, the afterncon faded rapidly
away.” Now that there was no help for
it, Kate no longer reproached Ralph for
the long detentioa from home whieh must
result {from their adventure; but as both

of them {e¢lc counfident of reachine the |
-

ground ere long, sho was resolved to make
the best of the position.

Slowly the sun sask down lower and
lower over the land, that was fadiog into
a gray line; the clouds that were above
them now turned yellow and orange io
the vanishing light, and iu the darkening

sky a bright star glcawed out. Still the
balloon approached po nearer to the
ground. The ever-iucreasing wind bore

it oa swiftly; the twilight gathered so
fast that the telescope was useless, and
silence fell upon the voyagers in wmid-air.

The land bencatk them was a little
wrapped in shadow, only wvisible in con-
trast with the white gleam of the sea ;
either hand then a red light shone across
the eastwise waters, and the muon’s disk
rose above the sea.
it fuded suddenly from sight, and an
awful chill struck to those two humasn
hearts that were alone among the eclouds.

“Kate! Kate I eried Ralph, “we are
rising higher ; we have been deceived by
a false hope.”

Kate shivered, and as Ralph clasped
his arms about her, let ber head drop on
bis breast.

“My love! my darling !’ he marmured;
“but you shall not die even vet, if my life
can save yours.”

An awlul stillness was around them,
and the mist struck sharply oa their faces
as they sped through it.
veloped in total darkoess, rushing bliadly
on to what dread fate !

Many moments passed thus, while these
two cluug there together in this aerial

solitude ; then a faint light stole in upon |

them, and they floated sbove the cloud.

They had indeed reached a fearful alti-
The land below them was al

tude now. h ;
mere dark outline, scarcely distinguishable
from the clouds that huvg beucath. They

S

on

Artvthe same moment |

They were en- |

seemed to be alone in mid-heavens, above
| the earth, above the moon, with vnly the
stars beyond them.

As soou as they were once more in the
pale radiunce, Ralph drew away gently
from Kate, and stepped on to the seat.

*What are you going to do?” she asxed,
looking up in terror.

“IL am going w0 make tho attempt to
save your life.”

“rlow 17

“By climbing to the top of the balloon
and openiog the valve ; then it will surely
deseeud.” :
| “But, Ralph ! Ralph I she cried, start-
| ing up, “you can never reach there in
| salety ; you will fall down aund be killed.”

He looked at lier with a calm smile as
he answered : '

“That will not matter if I have opened
the valve ; there is very little danger of
my lalling in the ascect, and I shall have
saved your life. Itis only what I inten-
ded to do ever since I discovered the
accident; but I thought uotil just now
that it would be unuecessary.”

She stood lovking at bim, holding his
| hand, her pale face it up by the moon-

light to unearthly beauty.

“Ralph, Ralph, you are going to die to

11y

save me !

“Perhaps I shall not die, Kate ; bat I
am going to save you at all bazards.”

A sudden softvess spread over her face,
and her voice tremodled with intense pas-
sion as she said :

“Ralph, do not go !
I love you!
| together !”
“You love me, Kate!” and for a momens

NU

MBER 3L

i

I love you, Ralph!
Stay here and let us dis

the young man pansed.
“Yes, yes !” said Miss Kensett. Pride
was all gone now. “I love you. I had

resolved never to tell you so; but, oh,
Ralph, I love you with all wmy heart! Do
| not leave me here. 1 had rather a thou-
sand times die with you than live without

. 122
You .

The young maon stepped down besidae
ber and clasped her in bis arms, with the
light of intense joy shiniug in his eyes.

“You love me! Then, Kate, I will not
die. The Xkunowledge of your love will
give me courage I could never otherwise
have had. 1 will save us both, and we
will be happy together yet !”

He pressed his lips to hers, and them
before she could detaia him, sprang away
from her and began to mount the ropes.

Kate uttered one wild ery, and then
 cowered down on the floor of the car,
Lhiding her face in her hands, as she wait-
ed in mortal agony for his return.

Steadily up over the great balloon the
| young man climbed his perilous way. But
his nerves never quailed for an instans.—
He was a practical gywnast, and calmly,
as if on solid ground, he disentangled the
cord, vpeved the valve, and theu com-
menced the still more dangerous descent.
| To Kate the seconds passed in elow,
(awlul agony, and when Ralph again
| clasped her in his arws, she could only sob
| out her thankfoloess in a voice choked
| with passionate tears.

They were falling now. There was no
doubt of that.

The billowy clouds, that were all sil-
vered on their edges with the moon’s light,
rose gradually above them, as they sank
down through .the air, until they were
beneath the floating vapor, and could see
ouce wore the outline of ocean and shore.

Ralph shuddered as he looked out, they
| were 50 near the extreme end of the island.

They could see the glancing waters of the
srcat bavs that divide it, and for a while
it seemed deubtful whether they would
descend on sca or laad.

They suat silent, haud clasped in hand,
as the eud of their voyage approached,
and the chanees of life or degth still hung
in the balawee. All thoe sea was alight
now with silvery rays, the sand was sleep-
ing like an enchanted country uuder the
radiance, and as they drew nearer they
could trace the alicrations of shadow and
light on forest aud plain.
|  They were comiog very near the south-
| era shore, but their fall was so swift thas

there was danger of death at last by their
| being dashed too suddenly from the ear,
| Ralph threw out some®f the bags of
| sand, which lightened the balloon aad re-
tarded their progress downward ; but all
the time the west wind bore them swiftly
toward the sea. They were almost down
again, when they perceived a little bay
beneath them.  Ralph, in all haste, threw
{ out more ballast; they passed over the

silver waters in safety, and in a moment
' the balloon was wavering above sowme low
| {rees on the farther shore.

The last danger was upon them now.
As the car swayed and struck awong the
branehes, it scemed impossibie even yet
to reach the ground in safety, but pres-
| ently they swung on to a clearer space.—
Ralph flung out the anchors, and so at
last brought the car to the earth, where
it rested like a stracded boat, with the
great balloon, collapsed and helpless,
hangiog beside it.

There were houses near, and they wers
- safe at last, though a long distance from
| their bomes. Their daasgerous voyage
' was over, and in the happivess of her
after iife, Kate has never re gretted the
confession she made to Ralph when they
were adrift in a balloon.

|

|
|
|

—3ix hundred thousand persons died
of the Orissa (Tudia) famina.
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