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OLUME 7.

STORY OF THE OPERATIONS AND
ETHOD OF BUSINESS OF THE PRO-
YOST-MARSHAL'S OFFICE 1~ THE
17ru DIST., PA., SINCE ITS
ESTABLISHMENT ix 1863.
[Conciuded.]

SUBSTITUTES.

e detailing the operatico of substi}u-
it is not necessary for mie to mention
various vxoedients resorted to in dif-
et Joualities by means of which some
, were induced to enter the ariny as
«titutes for their relatives, {riends,

slibors, or for whatever prineipal scem-
buost liberal in offering compensation.

hall be my object more particularly to

e the manner of dealing with this class

individuals, from the time they pre-
rwd themselves for examination until
¢ lad been delivered at general ren-
cous a5 soldiers of the United States.

iter a short experience, the Board
srollment were convineed that te per-

. their duty to the ‘Goveroment 1o |
¢ case, it was necessary that persons |
substitutes |

quting  themselves as
1 uiwavs be regarded with more or
b susq icion 3 and i::stuufl of observing
lecal moaxim which ipstruets us lo
nsider every man inpocent until proven
lty.”" it was poliey if not dury in these
3 lo interpret it cooversely.
ous and elaring were the frands per-
ated by sulbs titutes aud perscus having
; to secure their acceptance

2 10 L_‘.:..'..'"-_:
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rter (

very grave doubt with consci-
rs whether duty to the Gov-

b e
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ment did not require them to reject

such persons, unless they could pro- |

ce satisfactory evidence that their in-

fons were honorable.

\'iien the substitute had been careful-
«d rigidly examiped, on his oath, by
Board of Enroliment, and they
satisfied in regard to his age, nation-

7, and purpose, he was then subjected

the Surgeon to an examinaticn of his

wn, not less rigid than the one thro
¢li he had jast passed It was thought
ner, and was in accordance with in-
etiong, to raise the standard in phys-
jnalifications for a substitute a little
7¢ that of either a drafted man or
tnteer, 8o thet while the Government

ght be and very frequently was de-

ided by this class of persous in many
s, it at least should not be weakened
tie aceceptance of men into its service
vhysically competent to perform mili-
duty. After a substitute had passed

e examinations and was ascertained to |
w2\l qualified in every respect to do

ity of s soldier, ha was mustered
) the service by adwiwmistering to him
usual oath employed for that purpose.
he exse of substitutes, I see no dis-
tion between an enlistmient avd a mus-
; or, rather, I think there is no enlist-
pt, unless the agreement between himn

nis principel might be considesed as

¥

1
iis, howerer, docs not appear to have
same binding forse upon him that
aiisiment by a reeruiting officer docs
> % volunteer. The latter binds the
ruit in military law to perform his part
ie contract, while it does not affect the
irnment in this way, uontil the man
teen mustered. The former would
¢ no cffect, only as a civil contract be-
o the principal and substitute, the
ry law not taking cognizance of the

ol

 autil after the man had been mus-

L e

¥ 18 the distinction which I have
Tved 1o receivieg and mustering into
18 those who enter the army as sub-
e 1or individuals, and those who go

uniects or supstitates for communi-
rom this time until they are forward-
% pencral rendezvons, their treatment
zctly the same as I have before de-

¢l in reference to drafted men, with |

siugle exception that like their exam-
on, the gnard maintained over them
e rigid than that exercised over any
e ¢lazs of soldiers. The suspicion that
iably attaches to them wupon their
entrance 1oto the office for examina-
does not leave them until they have

delivered galely at the proper ren- |

JPH

® descriptive rolls used for substi-
sur: the same as those for drafted
» modified of course in column of re-

are disposed of in the same manuer.
iTocess, as far as the operations of

So nu- |

that it Secame scmetimes a |

prehensions of this nature have disap-
peared, and that part of the law which at
present authorizes the employment of sub-
stitutes, with the limitations thercin im-
posed, is acknowledged to be a wise and
politic provision. Promiuentinimportance
among the enactments in reference to the
employment of substitutes, is the fourth
section of the Amendatory Act approved
February 24, 18G4. In accurdance with
its provisions, scores of men have been
' added to our armies in times of their
| greatest depletion, who have gone as sub-
| stitutes for enrolled men previous to draft,
' and whose principals have never been

|
| drarted,
| VOLUNTEERS.

The means employed to procure volun-
| teers were principally of a pecuniary pa-
| ture, accompanied most generally by the
| apprekensions of conscription. In the
| early part of 1864, the Government of-
| fered a premium in money to such per-

sons as should present either veteran or

new reernits who upon examination ehould
| be accepted and mustered into the service.
! This incentive to volunteering, or rather
| the procurement of volunteers, had a very
good eflect, and was the means of far-
nishingz to our armies many of the very
best quality of soldiers.

The great incducement, however, to men
| entering the gervice as voiunteers was that
of bounty. I» addition to the monthiy
pay of the scldier, and the very liberal
bounty offered him by the Government,
nearly every sub-distriet increased this
amount by local taxation or subseription,
until it reached a sum not a little tempt-
ing to a great majority of the people, and
| much above that which many of them
{ might hope to possess through the ordiu-
t ary avenues of labor. The prospects of
obtaining a little fortune in this way,even
| at the risk of life in the service, was more
{ pleasing for the poor man to contemplate
| than the idea of being drafted and forced
| to inzur these perils withoul any pecunia-
{ ry compensation, and with perhaps the
| additional regret of being hurried from a
family who were destitute of the necessa-
ries of life or of the means of procuring
them.

When the war had been raging for iwo
or thres years, that impulsive patriotism
which was so prevalent at its commence-
ment, and which told so plainly how little
of its desclations and sufferings we then
{ comprehended, had settlead down in the
| mind of the nation to stern resolve snd
{ eold  ealculation. Motive, that potent
ageant in the affairs of men, became more
| apparent in every wovement of the people,
| and while their purpose to suppress the
| rebellion was no less fixed and unalterable
now than at first, they yet demanded that

sacrificed to impulse.

They deplored the existence of war and
the suffering it entailed, but while sensi-
tive to these, they felt it not inconsistent
with duty and the purest patriotism to
accept the pecuniary compensation prof-
fered them by the pational and municipal
| authorities, #s an equivalent for the perils
they were likely to incur in entering the
army. Thus the bounties became in
course of time, and &s the war progressed,
& much more important considerstion in
| the minds of volauteers; aud it wasthrough
| this means, perhaps, more than any other,
that men were induced to enter the sgervice
in this eapacity.

The manner of examining volunteers
by the Surgeon was the same preciscly as
that practised in the examination of draf-
ted men and substitutes, with perhaps the
single exception that it was mate rigid
than the former and /less so than the
latter.

The enlistment of volunteers was most
generally done by persons whom the Gov-
ernor of tha State had commissioned
recruiting officers. Under nearly if not
t all the cails for men made by the Presi-
| denf of the United States, the different
| State Executives were permitted to raise
| a part or the whole of the forece levied up-
on them, by forming new organizations. In
| this case, volunteering was wmuch more
| rapid acd aetive than when the recruits
| were compelled to enter veterzn compa-
I‘nies and regiments in which, most likely,

! the officers would be unknown to them,-

and where they imagined often that they
would not be treated with impartiality.
When men bad been ealisted by these
recruiting ofricers, they were brought to
| these head-quarters, subjected to a careful

| physical examination, and it found quali-
' fied to endure the life and perform the

310 suit the nature of recruit, and | duties of the soldier, they were mustered

into the service, either singly or in squads,
by administering to them with uphfted

o . . - |
“lice are coocerned, for furnishiog | hand the accustomed oath.

tecessary information by means of |

The reernit having entered the service
[ o ]

" the proper credits may be ascer-|of the United States and received the
‘1 and reported, is virtually the same ! clothing to which he was entitled, the

* tase either of substitutes, drafted
”t volunteers.
Lihi

_ﬁj"—”-ﬂ clause” of the Aet of Mareh 3,
" Was doubted by many eminent men,

* time when events necessitated |

“Ployment of euforced mifitary ser- | has already been noticed in the case of
‘d when the wisdom of the “com- |

| manner of providieg for him was exaetly

the same whether he be a volunteer,
drafted man or substitute; and as this

the second of these classes, I shall not
revert to it again in this connection,
The manner of forwarding and credit-

"% a very general fear perceptible | ing this class of reeruits differs from those

‘:miads of the people that perhaps
Welem op polioy of substitution would

'"re 10 the benefit of the wealthy
a("'esﬁnd justl i
e of o unjustly oppress that large

Persons who were uuable to pur- |
" Bubstitytes. :

" the coursa of time, I think all ap-

already spoken of only in the unimportant
item of some entries on their descriptive
rolls in the column of “remarks,”’ that
they may furnish more plainly all peces-
eary information in aseertaining to what
sub-district the men should properly be
eredited. :

- oy ' . ¥ v adl.d . SR -
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reason and judgment should no longer be |

;

The volunteer soldier, whieh every mil-
itary nation aecknowledges the best in the
world, has preponderated largely over
every other class in the composition of
American armies. Our Governmeunt being
esseutinlly democratic in its constitution,
and designed to be so in its adminisfration,
the people, to sustain, defend, and perpet-
uate that which is their own work, come
naturally from the peaceful shades of a
citizen to the sometimes warlike and per-
ilous life of the citizen soldier. The ideal
volunteer soldier is not driven by any
fear of conseription iuto the service of
his country; he does not follow in the
long and perilous march of her armies
through any sordid or selfish motive, for
plunder and gain; but his own voluntery
choice, induced by the purest and most
exalted patriotism, * leads him in her
defence to the ficld of carnage, if need be
to die for her cause. Thousands of these
noble voluuteer private soldiers have
fallen in the late war for the Union, while
other thousands lived through the dark
nights of despair and storms of death-hail,
to be examples of patriotism for us all to
the latest posterity.

DESERTERS.

The most numerous class of deserters
in this District has been that of men who
uever reported im obedience to notice of
drait. The number of these who - left
their commands in the ficld or camyp is
comparatively small, while those who
really never entered the service have been
| swelled by successive drafts to the pro-
portions almost of a little army. Every
locality was for a time iofested by these
sxulkers from daty, until the Government,
with 2 more fixed purpose and determina-
| tion, dirccted its energies to their arrest
and punishment.

lo some of the more disloyal porticns
of the Distriet, where they were encour-
|n;_:cd by their numerical strength and by
| the private counsel of influestial men, they
feagued thémselves together for purposes
offeusive and defensive in case any attempt
should be made to bring them to justice,

Their rash act aud imprudent demon-
| strations of resistance culy resulted in
their own injury, for it became a necessi-
ty oo onme or two occasions to awe them
ints subjection by mniming or mortally
wousding rome of their nunmber. To
avoid as far as possible, however, any
unnecessury loss of hife, strategy and ta-
king by murprise were resorted to when
| the deserters seemed doterminad in their
resistance, and gencrally this mode of
procedure was attended with zreater suc-
cess than the employmeat of {orce could
have been

Deseriers were arrested in this District
principally by detachments of tha Veteran
lleserve Corps under the ecommand of
deputy provost marshals, and speeial
agents, who were men well zequainted
with the people and natural confizuration
of their respective counties. It would
sometimes become necessary to employ as
guides the citizens of the immediate
peighborhood in which the deserter resi-
ded or was harbored, and oceasionally
| one or two persons of the same township
wouid arrest their own neighbor and bring
him in, to eccure their exemption, or the
release of one whom they deemed more
worthy thar he, and who had been de-
tained in custody bessuse of his failure
to report.

It would be impossible for me to detail
the exact manner of making arrests, far-
j ther than I have already done in giving
| the agents by means of whom this was
(accomplished ; for in every case there
| arose circumstances which necessarily
 modified the method of proeedure and
| left it with the judgment of the gnard as
| to what manner of strategy he shouid em-
ploy o most certainly secure success,

1L have beer constantly in receipt of
descriptive lists of descrters from the
army, transmitted me from the Burean of
the Provost Marshal General at Washing-
ton, sshich lists were at onece distributed
by mail to the deputy provost marshals
and detachments of the Veteran Reserve
Corps, stationed at the different stratezie
points in the District. Many degerters
and stragglers have thus been ferreted out
and brought to justice almost before they
! were aware of any efforts being made for
their apprehension, and some even while
they yet imagined the fact of their deser-
tion a profound secret.

The manner of disposing of deserters
after they had been arrested and brought
to these headquarters was very simple.
Their deseription, date of desertion and
date of arrest were entered into a Record
Book kept for that purpose, after they

had been carefully examined by the
Board of ¥nroliment and ascertained
without doubt to be deserters. They were

then placed in the barracks uunder rigid
guard or locked into the.county jail, as
the enormity or suspicious nature of their
case might seem to demand. [IHere they
were kept in striet custody, being subsis-
ted in the same way as volunzeers and
drafred men, until such time as they could
be turned over to the Provest Marshal of
the Pust at Harrisburg, Penna., either for

{ punishment or to be forwarded to their

respe~tive organizations, or for both.

In forwarding deserters, deseriptive rolls
or lists were made out in duplicate, and
the provisions of paragraph 40 in Revised
Regalations for the Provoest Marshal Gen-
erzl’s Bureau, strictly adhered to.

.
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When the Government first began the
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arrest of deserters, the reward offered for
their apprehension and delivery to Pro-
vost Marshals was so small as (o be very
little inducement to any person to engage
in 8o unpleasant a business. Whea in the |
courseof time, however, the country became
infested and almost flooded with strag-
glers and deserters, and the Government
saw more plainly the necessity of securinz
and remanding them back to their com-
mands in the field, orders more stringent
and rewards more liberal were promulga-
ted to accemplish their arrest.

The sum of (230) thirty dollars auth-
orizéd “in paragraph 85 of the Revised
Regulations for the Provost Marshal
General’s Buveau, is sufficient to dafray
all ordinary expenses ineurred in the
arrest of deserters, besidea liberally eom.
pensating for time employed and any
hazardous risks which sometimes must be
encountered. I believe this allowanee to
have been astrong incentive for the arrest
of scores of deserters, and it is a wise
provisicn which directs that it shaill be
deducted from the pay of the soldier who
deaerts, thus compelling him to pay the
reward for his own arrese.

As a general thing, deserters from the !
draft, or non-reporting drafted men, are |
much more unprincipled and defiant in |
their denunciations of the Government, |
and more diffcult to apprehend, than those |

?
I

from the army. The latter class of per-
FOn3 possess more apparent honesty of
purrose and real manhood than the for-
mer. They have been in the service of |
their conuiry and witnessed the pomp
and power of its armies on oceasions cai-
culated to nmpress them with an abidiag
sense of its terrible earnest, and inspire a
belief in the justice of its canse,

Many of them bear honorable scara that |
tell of their gallantry and noble ¢aringin |
the presence of the foe; and al!l this sad |
cxperience seems to have awakesned and |
deepened in them a feeling of awe and

|
re<pect for the Gavernmcut,owhich has no |
ledgment in the hearts of the former class. |
ilut men, who have not the disposition to |
velunteer their services in the hour of
their country’s greatest peril, and who,
having been chosen by the honest in-
strumentality of a draft, prefer by dishon-
orable means to evade the just claims of a
magnenimous Government, rather than do
one single act of loyalty ; whose suspicious
deeds asnd guilty econseiences shua the
nure light of day and drive their adherents
into swamps and forests to form a broth-
erhood with beasts and reptiles ; men like
these shounld scarcely longer be called
men, for they have merited wn appellation
no less odious than that of deserter.

ACCOUNTS.

The manrer I have uniformly pursued
in keeping and settling accounts is very
simple and easy, and will require oonly a |
brief potice. Before forwarding them for
payment at the elese of each month, 1
make an entry of them in a ledger, prop-
erly ruled, under the general heading of
“Abstract of Iudebtedness.” This en'ry
is of such a2 nature as to furnish at a
single glunce all necessary information in
regard to them, until they have heen paid
by the proper Disbursing Officer, when it i
is completed in such way as to show thei
number of the voucher, the name of the
elaimant, the pature of the acenunt, its
amount, the date on which it was forwar-
ded for payment, the burean teo which it
is sent, the pumber of the check by which
1t is paid, the date of payment by Disbur-
eing Officer, the date of payment to claim-
ant by District Provest Marshal, the|
amount received on cach aceount and the
amount deducted as internal revenue tax.

It will be observed that until the aec-
count has been paid, the entry in the
ledger i3 not complete, but as soon as it
has been setttled by the proper Disburs-
ing Officer, the necessary additional 1n-
formation is placed therein, and acsounts
between the Government and claimant,to
employ a familiar expression, arg *‘zquar-
ed.”” At the time I received the appoint-
ment of Provost Marshal and entered up-
on the duties of the office, I found the
finances not a litgle embarrassed. Aec-
counts of various natures had been allowed
to accumulate, and the time at which they
ougnt to have been paid having gone by,
their settlement became more difficult than
it would utherwise have been. Especial-
ly was this truc in regard to the accounts
of enrolling otficers. In many cases their
appointmeuts had neverbeen approved, or
even s0 much as forwarded to the proper
Buareau for approval. In others, their
oaths of allegiance and office were not on
file, and thus, preven‘ed and barred by a
score of little irregularities cr omissions,
their account had not been audited and
settled for several months.

A little close atéention to established
rules and the accustomed routine of busi-
ness, however, in this branch as well as
in all others of the department, soon re-
moved every obstacle in the way of a reg-
ular settlement of claims of this and every
other nature. _

On several occasions [ found it extreme-
ly difficult to determine by any light in
my possession to what burecau or depart-
ment some accounts properly and legiti-
imately belonged. In =ascs of this nature,
when I hesitated ic deciding I frequently
consulted the A. A. Provost Marshal
General of the State before torwarding the
accounts for payment.

In preparinz claime for liquidation, I
have always adhered asstrictly as possible

¢ & : £ 5
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to the instructions given in the Revised
Regulations for the Provost Marshal
uencral’s Burean, and when a case arose
in which they did not apply, or in which
they were net - sufficiently definite, I was
guided in its settlement by my own judg-

ment aided by all relevant kuowledge 1 i industry bad neeessarily to be suspended

could acquire.

In dismissing this important subject in
my repori, it affords me great pleasure
and satisfaction to refer you to the healthy
finacecial condition of this office, and to
assure you ot the comparative insignifi-
cyuce of the present ontstanding debts.

GENERAL RESUTLTS.

In submitting the results of the opera-
tions of this ofice with reference to draft.
ing, volunteering, and arresting deserters,
I have deemed it best to make them of
the most general character ; and the in-
quirer for details in relation to the efforts
of any particular sub-districts 19 respeot-
fully referred to the proper reports from
these headquarters on file in the bureau
of the Provost Marshal General.

It will be seen by the following exhibit,
that I have not kept separate the varicus
drafts or even the different cailis, but that
all the District quotas which have been
announced since the commensement of
conzcription, beginning with the craft of
August, 1863, have been combined, and
the separate results of each draft blended
into one common vhole. The table or
statement given here pertains only to
those things which are conceived to be
the chief objects for the accomplishment
of which Provost Marshal’s offices were
established —that is, to obtain recruits for
the army, either by draft or as volunteers ;
and thouzh t(heve have been other results
of interest springing legitimately from
the operations of this office, they are in
this case discarded as of secondary im-
portance.

EXNIDIT OF RESULTS.

Pennsylvania, 1Tth Congressional District.

I Number required nnder all calls............ T429

Number drafted i dizasicue B TRD

| unnecessary to incur an enormous load of
I munieipal debt for bounties, which will in-
| Juriously affeet the people and the Govern«
| meot for many years. The lack of this

rovisio
!p_ ; l_] made 'l-hc 'law S0 bur.denaoma
upon poor rural districts that agricultural

wherever a draft under the last call was
made, and the close of the war aloge has
saved the country from sufiering a want
of tite necessarios of life.

The records of the various Provost
Marshal's offices will show, as a result of
competition in bounties, that rich and
populous districts have filled their quotas
and their resident cilizens are all at tome,
while in rural districts the able-bodied
men are all gone and the quotas are yet
unfilled. The country has paid a heavy
price for the timidity of its legislators,
which was perbaps as much the fau't as
their inexperience.

On bebalf of the Government, T would
suggest that volunteers for old organizae
izations should receive a liberal Govern-
ment bounty, and in all other cases no
bouuty of this nature be paid. The effect
vf this rule would be to equalize bounties,
| and to send a copstant stream of volune
tecr recruits into old regiments. They
would come prineipally from poor rural
discricts, which furnish the best men to
the serviee.

All stringeney should plaioly appear in
the law, and all possible iiberality should

be manifested in its construction.  Unfor.
| tunately this has not universally been the
case, and the inclination has been too
general to decide all doubtful points in
tavor of the Government, sometimes em-
barrassing a liberal provision by a strine
gent or cumbrous regulation. I might
dite, as an instance of this, the rale requi-
ring greater stringency in the examina«
tion ot volunteers than conseripts. The
reasoning i3, “a volunteeer is examived
with relerence to his acceptance into the
service by the Government, a conscript is
regarded us already in the serviee and is

Number failed to report ‘¢ .........2393 | examined with reference to his discharge.”
. = Held to per. service. M eresvele 923 It i ] il = g
2 = Subs. for drafied men L 3se | +t1s certainly very difficult to see why a
E: Paid commuatation 4 sesnsnsas 1 B8O ' volunti;er, fe.'%lllarly e_ﬂil:itéd b}' competent
. = Total number obtained « - { o .jzurhonty and reporting for exawmination,
& &Per. physical disability G 1)"I,u | is not a3 much ia the service as a drafted
E S All other causes % ... 227" man. T need not say that the above rule,
7 o Total no. exempted = *  ouendl. SConderits ch) e sese . medical oficer: h
Vola accepted £ mustered R "‘JU' “”w:'tv oA 1§ qa officer has
Subs. for earclled men 5 e o S & g W B bountied volunteer
© . Deserters from the army...c.ccevueem.. 995 and SV % ards wetlhim as a penni-
= % Deserters from the draft....ccceeenee.. 92 hless and unwilling conseript, has always
2= i!:.-ccl!nnom:s ATTEStSueneecssumicinen 791 heen regarded as exceedingly unjust, and
# = Total number arrests made..... anssas 08 ofitically infutions to thc G ’ =
Deserters who reported under President's NP e o b e {O?erflment ’
Proc. of March 11, 1865....ceeveseercecesn 41 | while, in a mlitary point of view, it could

Although this exhibit may not be in
every item scrupulously correct, it is be-
lieved to be as close an aporoximation to
the truth in its generalresults as is possible
to have it. In attempting toarrive at the
present deficiency of the District from the
data given here, it would be necessary
not only to consider the whole number
obtained by draft, the number of volun-
teers, and the number of substitutes for
enrolled men, but also the veterans or
those roldiers who re-enlisted in the field,
the credits for seamen, and other miscel-
lanevns eredits from wvarious sources; so
that if a calenlation for that purpose based
upoa the information furnished in (the
foregoing cxhibit, be undertaken and
completed, its result would most likely
fall tar short of the real truth.

With refercnce to the relation of the
nawmber required and the number drafted,
it must be noted that on different calls
there were different percentages to be
added in drawing, so that the totals in
these columns eannot be expected to sus-
tain to each other the exact proportions
which they might do, had the perceatage
been uniform oo all drafts. Under the
last calls for men, too, the enroliment of
different sub-districts was exhausted be
fore cbtaining even the real number re-
quired, so that in cases of this nature it
was of course impossible to add any ner-
centage.

Many considerations such as I have ad-
vertad to here would materially modify the
foregoing exhibit were it designed to show
results in detail, but this not being the
intention, as will readily ba perceived by
its general nature, it is respectfully sub-
mitted in its present form.

CONCLUSION.

Having noticed in the course of this
report under the divisions to which they
properly belong, svme of the principal
aifficulties encountered in the faithiul ex-
ecution of the laws which govern the bu-
reau of the Provost Marshal General,I bave
no occasiou again to recur to them Lere,
but in elesing shall offer in brief one or
two sugeestions, the adoption of which, in
my humble opinion, would make the pres-
ent statutes on this subject more com-
plete and efficient.

The consecription law as it now stands,
needs but tew modifiea tions to render it

erfect—it creates no privileged eclass—

allows of no commutation—and requires |
It bears with |

but a short term of service.
it the best pessible argument for its own

‘justification, for it makes conseription the

last resort, and provides liberal means for
avoiding it. The principle adopted in the
14th section of the Amendatory Act, ap-

roved March 3, 1865, though too late to |

e of benefit, should never be abandoned.
Had it been in operatidn two years ago, it
would have saved endless embarrassment
in the adwinistration of the law, filled =il

not but be detrimental to the service.

The knowledge I have acquired, during
the lasi two years of the rebellion, in re-
gard to thc general character of aliens in
tais country, lends me to cherish the hope
that future legislation will impose upon
them some of the military burdens which
attach to natural born citizens in tiwne of
war. Were it possible so to modify the
existing laws that foreigners, of whatever
nationality, whether aliens or naturalized
citizens, could be enrolled by thie Govern-
ment as a part of the military forces o
suppress civil war or rebellion, originating
in the country where they at the time
reside, it could not but be a wise and
| equitable provision.

I caunot concieve wherein it wonld
necessitate a violation of allegiance to the
nation whence they came, so long as they
are not required to take up arms against
the Government to which they owe fealty
or to engage in a war with any foreign
power, but only to assist in the suppression
of rebellion. It would seem to me that
where aliens are the beneficiaries, in #0
mapy instances, of the protection and
magnanimity of a Government, as they
are of ours, on the score of gratitude,
alone, if no other, they should assist in
waintaining it against the treasonous
assaults of internal foes, when such asais-
tance cannot possibly conflict with their
duty or allegiance to the land of their
birth.

I am, General, very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,
A. M. LLOYD,
Capt. and Provost Marshal 17th Dist. Pa.

Wiuar A DeMocrATIC CONGRESSMAN
Courpy't SEe.—A Demoeratic Conoress.
man called upon DPostmaster General
Devnison and solicited the appoiotment
of a constituent of similar faith to a Post-
mastership in his District. “What is
he 7”7 blandly ssked Gov. Denpison.—
“Why, he iz a Union man, and sapports
President Johnson’s policy,” replied the
M. C. “Buat what was he, and for whom
did he vote in the Jast Presidential elee-
tion 7' further interropated the postal-
chief. “He voted for M'Clellan,” was the
| frank and rcady reply. “We are not ap-
pointing any men postmasters who voted
for M'Clellan,” quoth Gov. Dennison, to
the evident disgust of the expeectant Con-
gressman, who retired in a bewildered
state of mind, growing out of his effort to
see the precise benefit to his party of its
vigorous support of the President’s poliey.
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pen.. A patriotic little chap began his
prayers the other night with “Now I lay
mwe dowu to sleep, shouting the battlo ory
of freedom.”
t = - e
B~ It is believed that the telegraph
'-!can be constructed through Siberia with
| little trouble, beeapse the Poles arcalready

quotas without a draft, and reudered it ' on the ground



