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[ Concluded.]

I do not wish to disguise the fact that
while he approves the two amendments
and believes the power exists to require
their adoption as conditions of return, he
thinks it uon to insist upon any
terms additional to those imposed by him-
self. It is in this opivion that his old

rsecutors, the defeated enemies of the

vion, the foiled plotters of his assassin-
ation, have taken heart, and with cruel
malice conspired with northern sympathi-
zers to pursue him with their unrelenting
friendship. Their last hope for the des-
truction of this country lies in the seduec-
tion of its friends. War failed them,
they resort to diplomacy. The President
was not much moved by their threats,
will he be seduced by their flattery? If
80, let me assure those of our friends who
are disposed to suppress their own convie-
tions in hope to detain him and his pat-
ropage in a little select court party, that
they might as well exercise a reasonable
liberty of opinion. For if he ever deter-
mines zo trust his political future to any-
Yody besides the grea*, earnest, triumphant
Union orgapization that elected him, e
will have sense enough to put them aside
as mere nobodies in poptulat strength,
heartless friends and barmless enemies,
as courtiers always are, and push straight
for the “southern brothered,” rebe!-led
opponents of a permanent and peaceful
Upion. In that event his children and
friends may well rejoice that the past, at
least, is secure. His patriotic thoughts
of the past five years will still live,
although only to reprove him.

Again, it is said by way-of excuse, “why
not admit such Union men as Fowler,
Stokes, and Mayoard, of Tennessee I”
Because it is not a question about men.
Shall a disloyal district, while it is still
io a disloyal spirit, be declared entitled to
representation with only balf® as many
represented people in it as we require for
a district in the North? That is the
questicn. Captain Semmes raa up the
Union flag when he wished to decoy an
unarmed merchant vessel under the power
of his guns, but replaced it with the |
pirate emblem when he had scenred his |
vietim. The names of these patriots are
hung out to-day to secure representation |
to a rebel constituency behind them, but
they will be hauled downat the first election
and rebels put up in theirstead. You may
think you are only recognizing the Union
flag, but when it is too late you will find
yourselves alongside the Alabama aud in
the power of its pirate crew.

But it is said in reply: “We will not
admit disloyal men even if elected.”—
How can you help yourselves? 1fa whole
delegativn from HSouth Carolina, for in-
stance, present themselves tu the Clerk of
the last House and ask to be placed on the
roll, prior to organization, and tender him
the certificate of their election signed by
the Governor and sealed with the great
seal of that most sovereign State, shall
the Clerk say which is loyal and which
not? I suppose not. After the organi-
gation, in which all have participated, and
all have been qualified and taken their
seats, will you get up an ibyuisitorial
committee to explore the secret recesses
of their consciences and be father confes-
sors to theirsina? “No, but the iron-glad
oath will exclude them.” Do you not
know, sir, that almost evety man who is
in favor of admitting these States without
conditions is also in favor of repealing
that oath ? They already denounce it as
an odious and unconstitutional test. The
Secretary of the Treasury and the Post-
master Geueral, backed up by a message
from the President, ask its repeal so far
as regards their Departments, thus making
rebels as eligible as Union soldiers to
appointments here, and under such lead
I expect to see it swept away, and so do
most of the gentlemen who are now urging
us to lay nside a real safeguard and trust
to this cobweb of a morning.

But suppose we could in this way con-
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! could find a &t repreaentatiuc

' excuse. Before they

trive to dictate to these people who they
should and who they should not eleet,
what kind of representation would that
be? e say to them, ‘“you are free to
eelect your representatives, hat mind thaj
you select such as guit us, not yourselves.’
You call that representation? I call it
obedience. We propose to extract the
envenomed fang of the serpent before he
i= uncaged, and you to bind bim with test
oathg afterward. Suppose, again, you
couig manage 10 exclude in this way those
who had beed engzzed in the rebellion,

e rebel coustituency
do you no* know thau’ outside that

list, and all the more dangerous o2 that |
account 7 If they had none at home they
could colonize from the North.

Agaio, magnanimity is invoked as a
shield of desertion. A great nation, 1t 18
said, can afford to be magnanimous. (
course it can; but let us see how this is.
For four years these people made war up-
on us withouv cduse or even pluu:bla
began it, we beg
tbem in great hymility to wit hold from

f | each State, whether large or smd

that mast follow. Our entreaties and
warnings were received in the rebel eap-
ital, so their telegraph intormed us, “with
peals of langhter.” They fired upon. us
while we were yet upon our kunees begging
for peace and union. The contest once
begun, was conducted on our part with
greal forbearance and within the strictest
mili law. We evea returned for
awhile their fugitive slaves. Oan their
part it was eonducted not-only within the
cordemped system of cruel guerrilla acd
piratical warfare, but with fire, poison,
yellow fever, and assassination. The
estates of Union mea within their power
were confiscated, and have never yet been
restored, and Union men were hung for
treasun to their pretended government.

You tell us they have suffered. So
have we. Peace has come at last; busi-
ness prosperity will return; the insignia
of mourning will be laid aside ; but in the
heart of every family there is an unspoken
gorrow that will sadden life even to the
grave. Now, we are admonished to be
mugnanimous to the suthors. of all this
suffering. I acoept the admonition, but
I submit that we are soalready. Thelaw
condemned them to death, and we have
pardoned them. Their estates were for-
feited, and we have restored them. Not
a traitor has been hung ; not one convic-
ted ; not one tried ; not a dozen arrested ;
but many have been henored as rulers in
States they only failed to ruin. The
hign-gounding eloquence of the gentleman
from Néw York, (Mr. Raymond,) calling
upon us to admire the “courage and devo-
tion” with which these bad men prosecu-
ted a cruel war against our kindred, our
homes, and our country for four years,
has scarcely subsided when our tears are
invoked over their self-inflicted sufferinge.
Thus at this end of the avenue we are
alternately called upon to admire and pity
them, while at the other the green seal is
kept hot with its work of clemency—
clemency often wunsolicited, sometimes
contemned. We have even ordered his-
toric iuscriptions to be erased from cap-
tured cannon at West Point, that the
boys educated at the expense of a govern-
ment that their fathers could not quite
destroy might not be irritated. What
more can we do? What more can gen-
tlemen ask in the name of magnanimity ?
“Give to tnis one-seventh ¢f your popula-
tion more than one-third of your political
nower ?”” Is that what you ask, and call
it only magnanimity to the false men of
the country 7 Call it rather treachery to
the faishful, or if that sounds tco harsh,
cail it submission, surrender, what you
like, but for the sake of truth let no one
call betrayal of country and friend mag-
nanimily to enemies.

Again, sir, the effort to cut off the
excess of this unpatriotic and sectional
representation is ascrided to party motives.
Is not'the Opposition exposed to the same
charge ?° Is not the Demoeratic party
as anxious to secure friends as we are to
avoid eucmies? For the last five years
they have been benten everywhere. Every
election has proven to them that they
were growing small by large degrees.—
“Would to God that night or the rebels
would come” has been their daily prayer.
Does their haste to embrace the misguided
brethren come solely from pure love and
affection 7 Is it not possible that their
passion is somewhat like that of—

“The immortal Captain Wottle,
Who was all for love and alittle for the bottle?”

Is it not possible that they look a little
to party; too? That they long not only
for the alliance but the leadership of the
South ? They must remember that this
leadership was generally able and always
consistent, however unwise. It was not
under that lead that they proc¢laimed both
secession and coerzion unconstitutional ;
that the war for the Union was constitu-
tional, but there was no ecoustita‘ional
mode of conducting it; that an army
should be raised, but volunteering was
impracticable and drafting unconstitution-
al ; that it was right to raise money, but
wrong to tax or borrow ; that they were
opposed to emancipation, but not in favor
of slavery. It was not under that lead
that Andrew Johnson was denounced as
Liccoln’s satrap when he consented to be
provisonal governor of a State from which
the old Governor and Legislatute had run
away ; and was cheered as a patriot when
he drove out the Governors and Legis-
latures of half a dozen States and supplied
their places with appointees of his own.—
Is it not probable that, tired of their
contradictory and hypoeritical position,
they crave the undissembling leadership
of Breckinridge and Hunter, Davis and
Toombs, as much as we can possibly dread

it?

As apother excuse for o'pgosition to
this plan of restoration it is said there are
other imequalitizs in represeatation that
ought to be removed as well as this. An
honorable geutleran from Penunsylvania
complains that the six Kastern States
have each two Senators, while New York
and oior large States have no more. It
is trne that so12® Of the eastern B.tates are
small ; but the Constitution provides that

< 11, shall
have two Senators ; and it further provides
that while that instrument may be amen-
ded in other respects, with tbe assent of

three-fourths of the States, in this respect

the country this terrible desolation., Io

| tears we warned shem of the punishment

it shall not be amended without t'ho asrent
loti‘ all the States. But why point only to
the eastern Statés to illustrate the ive-

e

qualig of senatorial representation? The
best illustration of it is not to be found
there. The population of these States is
3,135,228. In the South you can find a
swaller population with a larger repre-
sentation in the Senate. The population
of Arkansas, Texas, Florida, South Caro-
lina, West Virginia, Maryland and Dela-
ware 18 only 3,032,761. Here are seven
States with more than 100,000 less po
ulation than the six eastern States, one-
third of that being negroes, with fourtcen
Senators, two more than New England.—
Why did npot the gentleman make his.
point on these States? Was it

the eastern States are free and loyal, and
the others were slaveholding, and in part
disloya!? Aund why, just in this connec-
tion, does he complaio that bounties are
paid for catching fish? He never com-
plained when higher bounties were paid
for catching men apd women for the
Southern market. These are the old
complaints of the South, warmed over, in
anticipation of its return, groundless, no
doubt, but if ever so just, futnishing no
good excuse for allowing to the complain-
ants a two-fold representation in this
House.

Once more we are reminded that taxa-
tion and representation should go togeth-
er. True, sir, but that would not entitle
them %o a double representation, nor
deprive Congress of a reasonable time for
deliberation as to the extent of the right
and the best mode of securing it. But if
it is meact that they are entitled on the
score of taxation %o instantaneous, uncon-
ditional, and disproportionate representa-
tion, I must beg leave to inquire, where
are the immense taxes paid by them, upon
which to base such extraordinary claims 7
The loyal people of the country have been
parving burdensome taxes, a million per
day, imposed by their misconduct, but
wher and where have they paid taxes?
For the last five years they have paid none,
and the amount they are just now begin-
ning to pay is too triflicg for argument.
If the rizht of representation could be
acquired by imposing taxes upon others
or by robbery of the Government, their
claim would be indisputable. They robbed
the southern post-offices of money, stamps,
and mails ; the arsenals and mi'itary and
naval depots of ammunition, arms, and
clothing ; the custom houses and sub-
treasuries of goods, bonds, and money;
and the New Orleans mint of $600,000 io
gold, and bave never made restitution.—
But they have paid very few taxes, and
long before they will be called upon to do
so a fair and adequate representation will
be accorded them,

But they have still another argiiment
—the ome relied upon when all others
fail, their refuge from discomfiture in
every other field of debate—and that is
what they call the constitutional argument.
When they find themselves unable to
maintain in discussion the propriety of
allowing the disloyal population a twofcld
representation, the half to represent them-
selves and the other half to misrepresent
the loyal people, white and black, in their
midst; when they can no longer screen
themselves behind the “President’s poli-
ey,” words of indeflnite mweaning; when
their aspersion upen our motives 1is re-
pelled by showing that they have ss strong
party interest in forming an alliance with
the rebels as we possibly can have in
trying to prevent it; when their taxation
theory is demolished by a report from the
Secretary of the Treasury, they fall back
upon the constitutional rights of States
to representation. They willi retreat no
further. Thisis their last ditch in debate.
And here,

“Ia Dixie's land
They take their stand,
To live or die for Dixie."”

Mr. Speaker, we are in an anomalous
condition. The Constitution does not es-
pecially provide for the difficulties with
which we are surrouaded. Our fathers
could not believe that so large a portion
of the American people could be so bar-
barized by slavery as to undertake such
stupendous crime. They did not provide
for what they conld not foresee. There
are no precedents oun file to guide us.—
This is the first disunion rebellion. Ours
will be the first precedent in reconstruc-
tion, and the last—only if it is justly and
wisely made. There are objections, plau-
sible or otherwise, to every theory that
has been ¢r can be advanced as to the
status of these States. My colleague [Mr.
Stevens] suggested that their preseut po-
sition was very much like thas of Califor-
nia after the Mexican war. A score or
more of speeches have been made to show
that there are objections to this theory.
The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Shella-
berger] suggested that these State govern-
ments had perished in the rebellion, and
that cow pew ones, republican in form,
should be originated by Congress. The
gentleman from New York [Mr. Raymond]
suggested that new governments must be
or{gnned, and proper guarantees and
conditions could be imposed, but these
things should be done by the Commatder-
in-chief of the Army and Navy as the
terms of surrender. Objections have been
raised to that theory also. Others still
take the position that ingsmucn as mew
constitutions and new goveruments have
been established in these States, origina-
tiog in an irregu
mnsnnar, that it is the duty of Congress,
under the fourth articleand fourth seotion

24, 1866.

pular or revolutiomary

of the Constitution,

Cons: to sé€ that they are
republican it form, and in the discharge
of that duty, require such conditions or
guarantees as the safety of the Union, 1n

their judgment, demands. This,
objected to.

An honotable gentlettian from Pennayl-
vania at the other end of the Capitol, with
some self-conceit, as it seems to me, sets

too, is

p- | down all these reconistruction sucgestions

or theories as mere whimsies. He has a
plan of his own to restore the Union aud
get rid of traitors. It is simple in theory
and cheap in execution. He will execute
it himself;, with only the aid of a consta-
ble. Whenever a rebel shows his head,
be and his constable will pounce upon
him like a Buchanan marshal on a flying
negro. He will put him where no rebpel
ever went before with his consent—in the
old Capitol Prison. If° the hororable
gentleman really thinks that his plan is
practicable, why does he not set about its
execution 7 His intended victims swarm
through the Capitol and the White Ioase,
and two or three dogen of them are askmg
admission to Congress. There are objee-
tions to this theory. Indeed, it bas been
tried. 1t was Buchanan’s plan for sup
pressing the rebellion, but it failed.
Now, sir, the theory of the Opposition,

based upoun the second and third sections
of the first article of the Constitution,
under which members from the rebel
States are to be admitted to these Halls
without our leave, is that the right of a
State to representation cannot be forfeited
or lost 8o long as these two sections remain
unaltered. 1Is there no objection to this
theory? Why, it concedes the right of
representation during the whole war.—
Their members cou'd have entered this
Capitol atany time and voted as the inter-
est of the coufederacy required. If the
war had lasted fifty years instead of four,
the right would have run throagh all that
time. Nor would it have ceased if our
armies had been overpowered and the
confederacy left unmolested. After one
bundred years of separation, they might
still vote for President and send members
to Congress. Unless you admit the doc-
trine of forfeiture, you cannot avoid this
conclusion, Aside from this doetrine,
nothing but an amendment of the Consti-
tution cuuld deprive them of this right.
But the Constitution could not be amen-
ded, because these eleven States are more
than one-fourth of the whole, and the
assent of some of them would be necessary
for any amendment ; and to deprive them
of Senators, the assent of every one would
be necessary.

The advocates of this theoty, to avoid
this result, concede that the right of rep-
resentation would be forfeited by success.
But how ? The Coastitution is not chan-
zed by the result of a battle. There it is,
just as it was before. If they lost nothing
by defeat, would they by success? They
lost nothing by secession and unsuccessful
war, you say, because these were uocon-
stitutional. Can they lose anything, then,
by victory? Would not thas be uncon-
stitutional also? “But we would acqui-
esce.” Well, sup we should; would
not acquiescence be uncoostitutional and
void? Where in the Constitution are we
authorized t2 gcquiesce in a division of
the Republic? 1f their ordinance of se-
cession was void, would not our consent
to it be equa'ly void ? 1If the ordinance
was void, can it be rendered more so by
defeat or less so by victory? Some of the
advocates of this theory, to avoid this
reasoning, concede that the right of rep-
resentation is forfeited or suspended du-
ring “contumacy.” This cruel word to
characterize the great rebellion is not
original with me. It is the word mali-
ciously chosen by our conservative friends
who are determined to make treason
odious. I wish the printer to inclose it
with inverted commas, that such sevefity
of language way not be ascribed to me.—
But who is to decide when the suspension
begins and when it ends? The State?
If 8o, that is no suspension atall. A right
that can be taken up and laid down at

leasure canuot be said to be suspended.
s Congress the judge? Then 1 submit
that by sevessiod from the United States,
by the formation of a new confedersey, by

four years of terrible war and dve of |

socornful refusal, these States weculd be-
comie a little contumacious, and Congress
would be justified in suspendidg their
rights until the legislation neceseafy to
make representation fair and equal cotld
be agreed upon and pased. And that is
all that anybody here proposes to do.
This appeal to the Constitation for au-
thority to band the Governmeat over t>
the unrepentant plotters of its destruction
is but a continuation of the policy ptirsued
by the Opposition for the last five years.
During that period, they have raised a
cry about the Copstitution many times,
but always in opposition to good mieastifes
or in advocacy of bad ones. Whed it was
first proposec to coerce the rebéllion and
save the Union, and at every followiaf
step toward apparent success, they ofied,
“ynconstitutional.” It was iuncoustiti-

tional to raise an army or march it into!

the sacred soil of the South. It was un-
constitutional to issue bills of eredit to
meet the expenses. [t was uoconstitu-
tional to close a rebel port or arrest a rebel
spy, to proclaim martial law in a rebel
country, or to appsint a provisional gov-
ergor for ovonquer

doned Tenuessee. Look back through

NUMBER 32.

the debates of the Opposition ; there is
nothing conmstitutional bat slavery aad
rebellion, noching o unconstitutional as
coercion and emancipation. Judging ‘from
tl_\ala;e d:bataa, tbe Constitution was espe-
cia ramed to repress libert un
ﬁdal{ty to the Unio;::, shield o{)’prgaai:nh
’
and honor treachery and great crime.—
These war measures are all constitutional
now. Grea: light is thrown upon the
Constitttion by the surrender of Lee. The
gleam of successful bayonets illumines the
dark understanding of pro-slavery quib-
blers. But alas! the light of sueccess
shines only on the past. Al the futare
is still unconstitutional. The “unconsti-
tutional, disunion, abolition war” is rem«
dered constitutional by the victory of our
goldiers, but the effort to secure to the
country the fruits of that vietory by ap-
propriate legislation is as unconstitutional
as ever,
_ Here I close my defense of the Repub-
lican policy of restoration. Shall that
policy be adopted? Not by this Con-
gress, it is said, because enough conserva-
tive Republicans will units with the
Opposition to defeat it. Then, by falsely
charging upon the Union party non-action -
and lack of purpose, it is hoped that a
Congress can be elected next fall which
will repeal the test oath and admit the
rebel States without guarantecs or condi-
tious of any-kiond, and with a representa-
tion always excessive and now cularged by
emancipation. Without the enlirgement
(which will not be attained until sfter the
next census), the ecleven Confederate
States will have eighty votes in the Eleo-
toral College, controiied entirely by the
late insurgents, namely :
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They will need seventy-seven more to
elect a President. Kentucky, Missouri,
Maryland, snd Delaware, States with
strong Confederate proclivities, will, 1t is
claimed, turnish thirty-one, while the
other forty-six can be made up by the
Democrats of New Jersey, New York,and
Connecticut. The classification of votes
by which the President would thus be
elected would stand—confederates 80,
semi-confederates 31, Democratic 40.—
This Presidential scheme will undoubtedly
fail; and yet it is the only one that has the
slightest chance of success. If the Union
party can be beaten at all, it must be by
this or some similat combination. Sup-
vose it successful, then, what would bo the
character of the ncw Admionistration 7—
Four members of the (abinet would be-
long to the eighty confederate votes and
the other three to the seventy-seven from
the northern and border States. All
Presidential appointments at home and
abroad must be made on the same line of
division.

If, as is alleged, this combinalion counld
also carry a majority of Congress, the con
federates would have a majority of that
majority, and in caucus (giving their allies
the Clerk) would demand the Speaker and
a majority of all committees, such as the
Ways and Means, Claims, and Pensions,
to which their peculiar interests might be
referred. Pensions must then be surren-
dered or divided with ¢onfederate elaim-
ants ; service in the Union army would be
an impediment to political success, and
the Trzasury, supplied by the industry
and ecopomy of the North, would be
steadily absorbed in confederate damages.
Theu your creditors might count their
worthless bonds and leara exactly how
muth it cost them to reclaim their fugi-
tive masters. Then the pensionless wid-
ows and orphans of our valiant dead might
bemoan in poverty and neglect the ingrat-
itude of & Republic saved by a husband’s
and a rather’s blood. And then our sar-
viving soldiers must conceal their honora-
ble stars to save a humble position in the
capita! they helped to preserve—for the
enemy. Then, sir, we will all see, feel,
and realize what the Opposition, in differ-
ent phraseology, coastaotly assert, that
the object of the war was to force the reb-
els to become our rulers.
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Tue CoSTUME IN WHICH DAVIS WAS
ARRESTED.—The Chicago Republican,
edited by Charles A. Dana, who wss Assis-
tant Secretary of War at the time Jeff.
Davis was daptured says of the toggery
wora bz the rebel chieftan upon that
memorable vteasion:

“When catight he wae entirely enveloped
in alarge aud ample agua scutum cloak,
belonging to his wife, which fell to his
heels, and was buttonet up to his neck in
front; having its hood spread over his soft
felt hat so as altogether to conceal his
face. Toexternal appearance this disguise
made him seem to be a woman, and that
it was assumed in the hope that he might
thus escape, there 2an be no question.—
The zarment captarad with him is safe,
and will, we presame, be produced when-
ever necessary to prove the ciroumstances
of his capture.”
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s@~ Fenian James Stevens subscribes

ed Louisiana or aban-

| himself “C. O. L. R.,” which letters, id-
| terpreted, mean “Chief Organizer of the
' Inisb Republic.”




