rheny city on the Saturday after the mur-
der ; the condition at that time of Hous-
‘er’s feet, and his distracted, distressed de-
meanor; the difficulty between the two
concerning Houser’sshare of “the money,”
and Buser’s avowal that it would get them
into trouble to divide it then; the fact
that Buser declared himself possessed of
€500 in cash when he returned from this
expedition, whereas he had ro money of
account when be started away; the fact
that when they started on the expedition,
they said ihey were going up the railread
towards the wountuiin—sll these fucts,
proved by competent witnesses, and taken
10 connection with that other faet that the
prisouers refused to account for or attempt
to account for or explain their actiouns or
whercabouts from Monday till Saturday
of the week of the murder, formed a
complete chain of evidence whose irresist-
ible tendency was to “convince the miud,
satisfy the judgmeut, and fix belief.”
1S HONOR'S CHARGE TO THE JURY.

The taking of the testimony in the case
was concluded at noon on Wednesday,
13th Deeember. The balance of that day
aad the whole of Thursday were consumed
by the pleas of counsel. Oun Friday morn-
ing, the Judge delivered Lis charge to the
jury. The document was printed in full
in these columns, aud will be remembercd
as a calm, careful, exhaustive review of all
the evidence in the case, with an elabor-
ate linking-together as in ore chain of the
more material faets elicited, and a fair and
impartial application of the law thereto.
It consumed one hour and twesty-two
minutes ia the delivering.

THE JURY RETIRE.

Immediately after tbe conclusion of the
Judge's charge, the jury retired to their
private room for deliberation. We have
it on good authority, that upon reaching
the room, the twelve men upon whose de-
cision hupg suspended the life or death of
two fellow-men, remaived in solemn com-
wupion each with Lis own soul for ji/teen
minules before the silence was broken by
a single word. A vote was then called
for ; when each juror deposited his ballot,
carefully folded to conceal its authorship
from his neighbor, iu a hat. Upon exam-
ination of the vote, it was found that cach
and every juror had recorded his convie-
tion that the prisoners were “guilty of
murder ia the first degree ”

RETURN WITH A VERDICT.

At 10.45 o’clock, 3. ., the jury re-
turned to the Court-rocm with their ver-
diet.

The Clerk asked the question—“Gen-
tlemen of the jury, in the issue joined be-
tween the Commwonwealth and Dapiel
Buser and John B. Houser, how do you
find 7’

The response, low and mournful, came
from the box—“Guidty of murder in the
Jirst degree I”

The jury was polled, and did severally
answer that they found Dagiel Buaser and
Jobu B. Houser guilty of murder in the
first degree.

MOTION FOR A NEW TRIAL.

Mr. Kopelin, of counsel for the pris-
oners, thercupon moved the Court for a
new trial, and filed his reasens in support
of the motion. The Court refused to grant
the prayer.

THE SENTENCE.

At 3 o’clock, p. m., the prisoners were
brought into Court to receive sentence.
Before proceeding ta pnss sentence, his
Houor asked—

“Have you, Dariel Buser, anything to
say why the sentence of the law sbould
not be passed upon you?”

The prisoner replied, in quick, nervous,
tones—

“It is alleged that T have been in this
county, and that I committed this murder;
it is not trae, as I was never in Cambria
county till I was brought here by Sheriff
Meyers.”

In reply to the same question, Houser
#aid, in broken English, and in an excited
manner—

“] am innocent. I never was in the
eounty till brought here by Sheriff Mey-
ers,”  [Here he was prompted by Buser,
and added:] “I was in Beaver councy at
the time of the murder.”

ITis Henor then proceceded to pass sen-
tence upon them, as folluws:

“You have been tried aud convicted by

a jury of your countrymen, and in con-
formity with that verdict we are under
the painful necessity of passing sentence
of death upon you. You heve had coun-
sel appointed fer you by the Conrt, who,
to say the least, have conducted your case
with ability and ewergy. You had the
process of the Court aud the power of the
county to bring witnesses here in your
behalf, and when the ofiicer wl';u executed
that processreturned with the witnesses you
had named, you expressed your reaciness
to be put on trial. The case was deiiber-
ately heard by the jury after everything
had been doue for you that could be doue
After a full argument of the case, the ju-
1y, without m;y hezitaiion, pronouunced
you guilty of murder iu the first degree,
acd it ouly remains for us, in the live of
our duty, to pass the sentepce of the law
upon you. We exhort you not to be de-
ceived by any false hopes of mercy or of
escaping death, but to'prepare yourse.ves
immediately for your appearauce before a
higher tribunal.

“The sentence of the law is, that you,
Jokn B. Houser, and you, Daniel Buser,
be taken hence to the place from whence
you came, in the Jail of the county of
Cambria, and from thence to the place of
executian, within the walls of the yard of
said Jail, and that you, and each of you,
be there: banged by the neck until you
are dead, and may God have mercy on
your soals !”

APPLICATION FOR A WRIT OF ERROR.

An applieation for a writ of error wias
subsequently made to the Supreme Court
by the counsel for the prisouers, and the
case was argued before that Bench at

Philadelphia on.the 16th February, Ths

result was that the Supreme Court af-
firmed the rulings of the lower Court in
every particular complained of, and re-
/used to grant the writ. :

THE DEATH WARRANTS,

The death warrants were signed by the
Governor on the 17th March, and a few
days after were received by Sheriff Myers
and were read to the coudemued.

DEFPORTMENT OF THE PRISONERS.

The deportment of the prisoners from
the day of trial up to withia a short time
of the exccution was careless and foul-
burdy. Buser, particularly, was reckless
in the extreme. Iunstead of seekiug to
make his peace with God, before whose
awful throne he knew hs must surely
appear after the waxiog and waning of a
very few moons, he devoted his seanty
stock of time to cursing the witnesses who
testified agrinst him, and to asseverating
in violent terms his inuocence. He ap-
peared to be possessed of a mania for
letter-writing, and his correspondcnce,
which was entirely devoted to matters
pertaining (o his professed innocence, was
most voluminous. For atime, he sentaund
received more letters, probably, than any
other single man ut this post office.—
These letters were all sobmitted to the
serutiny of the Sheriff. e also wrote a
review of the evidence of certain of the
witnesses who testified against him, which
was, ut his request, published in 7%e
Alleghanian in January. It will be re-
membered as a violent attack upon the
credibility of the witnesses and upon the
material points of their testimony. HHis
objeet in thus pertimmacicusly proelaiming
his innocence wis evidently to the end
that he might stagger the fixed judgment
aud belief of the nublic. e was a shrewd,
sharp man, and he hoped by frequent
repetition of a specious tale of persecution
and perjury to create a doulid as to his
gaile; and the doubt once raised, he well
kuew thit the wedgze wes entered which
would lead to an indefinite prolongation
of his life, and possibly to Lis ultimate
restorztion to personal freedom. DBut the
public knew aud remembered that he had
| had every available opportunity afforded
him to®establish his innoceuce before a
tribunal sworn to dispeuse equal and exact
justice to all, and that he had failed to
make even the attempt, and they closed
their ears against his weak after-defence.

Houser was a mild, inoffensive, weak-
minded sort of man, with hardly a will or
asniration of hisown. We always thought,
up to within a weex or two of the execu-
tion, that he could scarcely comprehend
the terrible sitvation in which he was
nlaced—and perhaps this will account for
the sceming spiric of carelessness and
disregard of consequences which he man-
iferted at the first. He was unlike his
| coufederate in every respect. While Buser
was nervous, sanguine, and determined,
and fought a hopeless fizht to the last, he
{ was dull, stolid, and unimpressible, and
| allowed things to take pretty much what-
ever course theyichose. With a mild,
biue eye, and a cootented, happy disposi-
tion, giving trouble neither to himself nor
to others, he seemed the last man in the
world who would commit murder. Speak-
| ing not trumpet-tongued, like Buser, but
| in low and measured tounes, he coutended
| that he was innocent; and in this he was
consistent throughout,

ATTEMPT TO COMMIT SUICIDE.

On the night of Tuesday, 10th April,
Buser made a desperate effort to commit
suicide. With u bit of tin about three
inches long and a half inch wide, ground
down to arazor-like sharpness, he opened
an artery in bis left arm. Fortuunately
for the ends of justice, he remained on
his feet after cutting the artery, uwutii,
throuzh loss of blood, he fainted and fell
to the floor. The mnoise of his fulling
attracted the attention of the wvizilant
| guard, who speedily summoned medieal
aid and had the flow of blood staunched
in tume tu save the life of the wretched
man.

WASIT A SHAM?

When Buser had been restored to
consciousness, instead of thanKing those
instrumental in rescuinz him from a
suicide’s grave, he fell into a violent rage
because that he had not been permitted to
destroy his own life. To the Doctor he
said, “When they went alter you to eome
here, why dido’t you refuse to come, or
pretend that you <ouldn’t find your boots,
or trump up some excuse that would have
kept you too late !” He raved and storm-
ed after this maneer for a time, when he
apparently became delirious. While ia
thisseondition, thie burden of his maledie-
tions fell upon George Blanchard, who,
he said, was onc of two that committea
the murder. “George DBlanchard,” he
suid, with profanity anparalieled, ‘‘you
hard hearted, infamous, infernal fiend, if
[ had known you would have killed those
poor, harmless women, I would never have
given you my map ; I wouldn’t have had
luhythiug to do with you”. There are
those who profess to believe that the
attempt to commit suicide was a sham,
and the subsequent ravings of Buser nos
delirium, but part and parcel of a deep-
laid plot. Prior to opening the artery,
Buser wrofe and gave to Rev. Mr. Wilson
a letter, wherein he averred, as his dyiog
confession, that [Touser was totally inuo-
gent of connexion with the murder, and
that he himself was only guilty to the
extent that he had knowledge that the
crime wus to be committed on the Tth
June. Those who hold to the theory that
the attempted saicide was a sham, main-
tain that Buser's object was to clear
Houser, and possibly tc induce the anthor-
ities to commute his own punishmeat to
imprisonment in the penitentiary; for,
they argue, if he was sincere in his
attempt to kill himself, why did he not lie
down before or immediately after be
opeved the vein, instead of remaining
standing till be fell from weakness, thus
attraeting the attention of the guard 7—
Buser had for several days been giving

out vague threats of suicide, and it is held

that by this means he had fully prepared
the guard for some untoward event and
prompted them to unusual watchfulness.

HOUSBER WOULD NOT COMMIT SUICIDE.

A couple of days before the attempted
suicide, Buser furnished Houser with a
bit of tin similar to the piece used by
himself, and advised him to cpea a vein
in bis arm. Houser refused to do this,
saying that “God gave him his life, und
God alone had the right to take that life
away.”

BUSER'S CONFESSION.

Following is the letter to Mr. Wilson
belore referred to. Itis highly importanuy
as being the only publie confession made
by Buser:

Epexssura, Apr. 9th, 1866.

Mg. Witsok :—They think they have the
ones that done this deed, but God forbid.—
They have not. - Those that done this are far
away. Now, good sense and reasen will tell
you that we are not the mean, and in particu-
lar poor Houser. He don't know anything
about ivdwhatever. Yon will bear in mind I
have always told you that we had no hang in
kiiling those poor women, and I teil you so
again. We huad no hand in killing them, I
will tell you, though, what I did do; I gave
to George Blanchard my draft or map. He
lost the one he had. He had one of the same
kind ss mine, and he teld me he lozt his in
the woods, and if he lost his the time he was
up here or not I cannot say. He got out (of
the penitentiary) before 1 did, and he knew
of the thing as well as I, and I met him on
Troy Hill en Sunday, the 2lst day of May,
endd he wanted to know if I was going to come

up here. 1 told bhim that I had sworn off go-
ing on the cruise and he wanted me to give
him my map, but I did not give it to him.—
Then we set to meet again on the frst of |
June, and again on the 6th, and on the after-
noon of the 6th, I gave to him my map. Now |
I will tell you thatthe meu thut were seen by |
James Cooper, they were the ones.
a carpet-sack, but nd box. Now, Mr. Wilson,
the time that Mrs. Grobum saw ug go away
wus on the 15th of June; then we had stact-
ed for Uil City. Now, please take notice 1
made it my business to stay in Allegheny
from the second of June till the Oth, because
1 did know thut the robbery was to go on on
the 7ih of June. Now you see that I was at
home at the vime, and I done all thiz behind
poor Houser's back. So you see he don't
know anything of the matter whatever. He
is innocent in deed, and as for him being up
here hunting is all a humbug, for I know it
the best. He never was up bere in all his |
life till the Sheriff fetched him here. This is |
the honest truths And now if Mary Miller
can recollect thac I told Ler I had to go to
Pittsburg on the Gth of June, to meet a man.
I went on the 6th, 7th and 8th, for [ was to
me=t bim (Blanchard) from his return, baut I |
have not seen Lim since, and I never heard
anythiong of the robbery. 1 bought the Ger-
man paper, and I never found anythiag in 11,
and I thought he gave it up and had not done
anything. Daxter Dooszr.

The key to the foregoing imvortant
disclosures is as follows: After Buser
found that all his efforts to stay the hand
of justice were unavailing, he changed Lis
tactics aud made the admission that he
was possessed of certain guilty knowledge |
conneeted with the murder. Though de-
rying that either he or Houser did the
foul deed, he acknowledyed that he knew
the murder was to be committed and knew
who the murderers were. George Blan- |
chusd was one of two patties whom he
criminated This Blanchard bore a stri-
zing resemblance to Houser, so Buser
said, and was the identical man seen in
the neighborhood of Miss Paul’s the lat-
ter part of May. He was an inmate of
the penitentiary at the same time with
Buser and Houser. The maps referred to
were maps of the loeality of the wurder,
and were drawn up in contormity with
a rough draft furnished by Philip Ful-
gart in the penitentiary. This draft was
drawn by Fulzgart on the dust-covered
floor of the cell, and was copied on paper
by Buser and Bluachard.

A RESPITE ASKED FOR.

Although Buser’s confession, in so far
as it related to the vital gquestion invols
ed, was well-nigh aniveraally disbelieved,
some few atiached credence to that part
of it which declared the innoceunce of
Houser. A petition praying for a respite
of thirty days tor Houser was drawn up
and signed by these, and forwarded to the
Giovernor, but that functionary refused to
intertcre.

OTHER LETTERS.

Three other letters were handed to Mr.
Wilson by Buser the evening before the
attempted suicide.

The first asseverates his own and Hou-
ser’s innucence, and deelares his intention
to commit suicide—

Esesseunre, Apr. 9th, 1866.

Mr. Wisox:—1 must tell you that I
feel as though I cannot hold behind what
I know, and I will tell you in the second
letter. (The one printed above.) But I give
You my hand and heart, and my honest word
that poor Houser and I never did this dead.
I will answer this before Jehovah for to be the
truth, and I have the best richt to know.—
But now, as it is, they shall not lic on me any
more. They have lied enough on me ;slro:ui;-'-:
and they shall not have the pleasare to hang
me up ke a dog, and then say that Booser
was hanged for killing two women. They
shall not lie on me after I am dead. Mr., Wil-
son, | have told you that I have been perse-
cuted of many people in my time, and it is so,
but T will put a stop to it, and now I beg you
pot to think hard of it, for me doing so.—
Please do not think I am going to hell. No,
[ found another place. 1 fouad one that said,
come, and leave the world behind. 1 shall
find an easy death. I shall not be cursed of
Guod for being hanged on wood. One died on
the Cross for us all, yes, this is the One that
said, come, and 1 can scarcely wait. 1 have
ovércome all my trouble. I am ready, yes, 1
saw more last night than I ever did. I can-
not describe to you how happy 1 was, and I
feel sure of it, that I shall have more pleasure
there ever [ had, and I now beg of you to
feel sntisfied with what I tell you to be the
truth. Aud now, Mr, Ison, I know that
you feel sorry for me, be sure that I am
happy, and I believe that you are not satisfied
in regard to our guilf, and youn are right.—
You can tell by the lelters yoa bave geen
with me. Yours, most respectfully,

DavNisL BooOSER.

Tho second letter breathes out slaugh-
ter and destruction against certaln un-
namea “rulers”’— '

Mr. WiLsox :—What you preached to me

been the prodigal son, but I have found my
tather and he received me, and I want you
to feel sure of the matter. 1 also seen, to-

doubt of us being guilty, and I must say that
you are right. We are not guilty. Neither
one of us ever had a finger on them; only I
feel sorry that F ever gave my msp to George.
I'am very sorry for it, butl can’t help itnow.
I must also tell you, and J will not keep it
hid from you, dbut you will see that some of
thso rulers will be slain, by some of my
friends, beeause T conld noy write to them
without my letrers beicg read. But this will
learn these folks something, never to read a
man’s letters when they get a prisoner in jail
bere. I would have put a stop to it if they
wouldn’t read every letter that goes out of
here. 1 will give you a few of these names
that will take revenge, if they can get it—Ab-
by Lamen, Charles Roe, Edward Freece, Hen-
ry Holmes and David S. Roland, but they go
under cther names. David L. Walker is a
very bad man to set fire to anybody’s houses,
barns, and the like, if any one offends any of
his friends, but T have often prevented him
from doing so, and now I cannot write to him
to stop it. Now, Mr. Wilson, if ever yon
speak about me to any ome that you don’t
know, don’t say anything bad about me, for
fear they might hear of it and yon would be
in danger. This is a form for you to go by
to avoid iojury. Mr. Wilson, if ever any of
these men will come across any of those that
swore ugainst me, their cake is dough., Sure
this is true what I tell you. Baut I am now
going to rest forever with One that T would
sponer have than my liberty, that is this One,
Tetragammaton, Jehovah. Daxier Boosser.

The third letter is descrintive of a
vision—

Me. Wriusox:—1 seen a place last night,
and it seemed to'me I saw a man in & white
and biue dress, it looked to me like a robe,
and he said to me, come here, and I went 1o
him, and I seen a staff in his hand, one-half
of it wag like though it was full of teads, red
and white ones, and the other half locked
like gold, and he pointed to this Court House
nnd said, woe to you that has done and has
Judged, woe to you, and he said, come here,
and [ went. He said, this is the second he

Thev had | had got to-night, this is the first heaven, |

come bere, and [ went into a large room, he
siaid to me, your trouble 13 over, and your
washing is paid for, stay here ull I come
again, and thiea | saw a gr.oat macy that were
dressed in blae robes, and they did sing, the
like I never heurd, and then I nwoke,
Daxter Booser,

BUSER BECOMES A CATHOLIC.
Buser was Yrought up a Protestaut, but
was a member of no church. At his re-

quest, Rev. Mr. Wilson, pastor of the |

Presbyterian Church of Ebensburg, at-
tended him in his cell as spiritual coun-
sellor for several weeks prior to the Oth
instant.  On the evening of the 9th, at

the conclusion of devotional exercises,

| Ruser handed Mr. Wilson the letters we

have published, telling him not to open
the same till the next day. A conversa-
tion tollowed, of such a nature on the part
of Buser that Mr. Wilson became con-
vinced that the prisoner meditated suicide.
Kutertaining this convietion, Mr. Wilson |
did not hesitate to open the letters the
sawe evening, when he discovered that
bis suspicions were well founded. He !
immediately apprized the Sheriff of the |
tact, who directed the guard to be sleep-
less and vigilant. Buser was saved from

the awtal fate of a suicide ; bat sofar from |

being gratetul for this, he took the view
that Mr. Wilson had betrayed the confi-
deace reposed in him by opening the let-
ters, and refused to see him more. On
the 17ch, he sent for Rev. Christy, of the
:):f.tlliuhc Church, and was baptized in that
aith.

natural to an oceasion of the kind, and nét
the smallest disturbance occurred.
ELEVEN 0'CLOCK. )
We entered the jail at 11 o’clock.—
Less than fifty persons, all told, vere ad-
mitted inside the walls. Of this number,
five or six were of the jury which convie-
ted the two men, eight were represecatatives
of the press, two clergymen, two medical
gentlemen, &e. The press was represen-
ted by Messrs. Couley and Pevniman of the
Piusburg Gazette, Locke of the Pittsburg
Chronicle, Houston of the Pittsburg Dis-
patch, Irvin of the Pittsbarg Commercial,
Woodruff of the Johnstown Democrat,
Kittell for the Ebensburg Dem. & Seat.,
and the reperter for The Alleyhaian.—
Mr. Martin Munday, father of one of the
murdered victims, applied for admissio
but was denied.
THE GALLOWS.

The gallows had been erected in a
temporary eoclosure adjoioing the jail on
the east. This enclosure was abuut 50
feet long by 20 wide. The gallows was
composed of two uprights 15 feet high,
with cross-bar of 7 feet ; the platform was
about four feet from the ground, and was
10 feet long by 9 feet wide ; the trap was
cut in the centre of the platform, and was
4 feet long, by 8% feet wide. The trap
was supported by an upright post, con-
nected by a rope with a weight in the
opposite end of the ¢nclosura,  Whkhen the |
| trigger was touched, this weight fell for. |
ward, drawing the upright post with it,i
thus removing the support of the trap.— |
The drop was thirty inches.
machinery was
immediate supervision of the Sheriff. The
rope was manufactured in Reserve town-
ship, Allegheny county. It was of hemp,
a balf ineh in thickness, and cost twenty-

were spent with their spiritual advisersia
prayer.

God.
BUSER DESIBRES TO MAKE A STATEMENT.

words on the scaffold in
Houser’s innocenece, but was
from so doing on the gruunud that his jast
mowents sould be more  profitably em-
ployed in prayer.
THE HOUR ARRIVED.
A few mioutes before 12 o'clock, Sher-

The entire
constructed under the |

The public was not admitted to |
their gells, but we are informed that each | lovus.
professed to have made his peaze with |

There is goo:l au{h(.ri[y for anying that | to shed a tear over their sad fate, ore
Buser expressed a desire to say a few | their eyes in death.
vindieatign ‘ot | by public charity. Y

dizsuaded |

a momeot’s waroing to =
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Howser's neck was broken 1, b
| he died without a strugcle. T e

. Buser suffered wore ; he died o

Jation. He gasped twice f,, |
and struggled for several :,»;L-..I_.:;"
strength and consciousness f..;..-‘.,‘-

The pulse of each ceased ;t
abcut 15 mivuates. e

The bodies were allowed tg 15,
minutes, when they were takey d?
piaced in their ceffins, which ba
prepared by Robert Evans, uode

Houser’s face in deuth appe

. . o' PE
and plazid; Buser's was
torted.

At 1.30 o’clock, seventy-eigh;
after the drop fell, the bodies y,, -
veyed to the Catholie cemetery .
ried. h

And thus passed away fromeg,y, .
of the ecarth, izunominiously and agy.
by so much as a siugle tear, Danip
and John B. Houser. The'\' Wwers ..
lv adjudged by their fellowsmeq 1,
been a disgrace to the world aud ag s,
to seciety, and fit only to die. '

They have died, and the murie
Polly Pauland Cassie Munday is aves

NO CONFESSION, 1

Neither Buser nor Houser made 3
mal statement for the publie. It is ;
understood, however, that they both s
upon the scaflold protesting their iy
cence, Hlouser declaring he knew nor
whatever of the murder up to the v,
| he was taken into castedy by the ofie,
the law; aud Buser admittiog hi .
 only to the exteat of ac'&uuwh;i.j.:.;-:j_
[ he kvew in azdvaunez that the wardy 4
t to be comuitted
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five dollars. Buser wus dressed ina blacs cloth o JE the
LOOKING TO GOD FOR MERCY. | gray pauts, white sbirt, and well-polJent |
The last hours of the condemined men | 8hoes ; he was cleanly shaven, [ o Vi

was similarly atiired, with the exce.

1 . 3 R piter
that he had on a pair of soldier

Ile wore a mustache. d eal

NO FPRIENDs ! he w
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THE GALLOWS TAKIN DOWN
A couple of hours after the exceua
the gallows was taken down and tie iz
porary wall eneclosing it removed.

DYING BEQUESTS.

iff Meyers proceeded to the eells of the
condemned men, whom he found on bend- |
ed knees engaged in prayer. They in-
stinetively divined the chbject of his er-
rand, aud rose to their feet. The Sheriff |
said that he regretted wore than words
could express the disagreeable duty im-
posed on him by the luw, but it was a du-
ty, and must be performed. Buser made |
answer by clasping his arms arcund the |
Sherifi’s neck and kissing him. Houser |
likewise embraced and kissed him, thank- ;
ing him for the uniform kinduess extend-
ed him during his long confivement. The

Mr. Christy continued to wait oun |

arms ot the two were then securely pin-

Buser till the last, the latter showing to- + i:-JlICLl, aud the sad procession to the gal-

ward the end a penitent, eontrite spirit.—

Houser was boro, as he died, a Catholie,
THE LAST NIGHT.

Rev. R. C. Christy, of Ebensburg, acd

Rev. Giles Christoph, of Carrolltown, the

spiritual adviSers of the two wmen, were in

constant attendance at the jail on Thurs- |

day. The whole of that day and the ma-
jor part of the night were devoted to re-
ligious exercises. Doth men were calin
and resigned to their fate. Houser reti-
red to bed at 19 o'clock, and slept svundly
till morming. Buser also retired at that
hour, but beecame restless and feverish.—
At about one o'zlock, he arose from bed
aud requested Rev. Christy to join with
him in prayer. Devotional exercises were
conrinued for about an hour and a half,
when the condemued man again went to
bed and slept till morning.
FRIDAY.

The morning of the fatal day broke in
cloudless splendor. From the ecast, the
glorious sun came forth in a glow of liquid
fire, as though by the very fervor of his
glad beams he wounld diffuse uviversal
happiness. DBut into the dark, dank dun-
geons of the condemned men the blessed
beams might not come, or, coming, could
pot remove the dead weight which lay
heavy upon their souls. What to them
could be the sweet sunshine of heaven,

lows wus formed. Father Christy sup-
ported Buser, and Father Giles perlormed
the like otfice for Houser.

TWELVE O CLOCK.

At preciseiy 12 o'clock, tha processiou
reached the gallows. Buser and Houser
hoth ascended the three or four steps
leading to the platform with buoyaur,
elastic tread. Not the tremor of & muscle
—not the slightest approach to fear, was
visible in the weiv or curringe of either.
They walked up to the grimn instrument of
death as prave men walk up to the can-
non’s mouth in battle.

Buser was deathly pale, but this was
owing wholly to loss cf blood experienced |
in his attempt to commit suicide. Houser |
retained his matural color. '

On reaching the platform, Duser c:lst.-\

and another at the little knot of silent be-
holders in front. Houser apparently
looked into space.

The prisouers knelt on the platform,
while the men of God recited the impres-
sive prayer for the dead. During the
continuance ot the prayer, Houser once or
twice looked forward upon those there as-
sembled.

All this time, the lips of both moved
unceasingly ia silent prayer.

At the expiration of ten minutes, the
clergymen arvse and preseated a erucifix

when there, just beyond the prisoa-bars, | 14 the lips of each prisoner, shook hands

its beaws giiminered aund danced athwart
the timbers of the hideous instrument
which in a few short hours would erush
out in disgrace their lives! Noj; earthly
happiness was not for them—Dbeyond the
grave was their only hope of rest and
peace. In the evening, two or three
hours aiter the execution, black elouds
zaihered in the west and the flood-gates
of heaven were opened. Was it distressed
natare weeping over the sad sceme, and
endeavoring to obliterate recollection in a
torrent of tears?

CURIOSITY-SEEKERS.

Ealy in the morning, strangers and
those living in the adjacent rural districts
commenced flocking to tawa, singly and
in squads. At 10 o'clock, the Branch
train came in, loaded dowa with passen-
gers. Of the many hundreds who came,
actuated by that indefinable curiosity con-
veniently styled morbid, only a compara-
tively small number were admitted inside
the jail-yard. Those refused ingress
ranged themselves outside the walis, as
near thereto as possible, and, though they
could see nor hear aught of what was
transpiring within, retained their position,
beneath a broiling sun, for several weary
hours.

THE GUARD.

to-night revived me very much, and I have dn- At 7 o'cleck, a. m., a guard of thirty

armed men was stationed around the jail,
to preserve order. Their presence served

pight, in your eye, that you have a great f

to keep within bounds the excitement

with them and kissed thew, and then re-
tired from the seaffold.

At this juncture, Houser called forward
Dr. Bunn, the prison physician, and Mr.
E. R. Dunegan, one of the County Com-
missioners, and bade each an eternal
adieu, asking them to pray for him.

Buser spoke to nobody.

The Sheriff thea stepped forward and
adjusted the ropes to the necks of the two
men, first pinioning their legs. Not a
tremor of fear in ecither !

The white caps were then drawn down
upoun their faces.

In that dread moment, with the portals
of heaven or the jaws of hell yawning to
receive them, what were the thoughts of
the two men, who both denied the justice
of the punishment they were about suffer-
ing ! Let us wos scek to draw asunder
the veil.

At precisely
TWELVE MINUTES AFTFR TWELVE,

the Sheriff touched the fatal trigger.—
There was a quick, jarring sound, as the
trap fell to the ground; there was a sud-
den shooting downward into space of
two bodies, each containing an immortal
soul ; there was—nothing more !

It was a terrible scene, never to he
effaced from the recollection. We pitied
and prayed for the two wretches dangling
at the ropes’ end, while at the same time
we thought ot the two poor females so
| cruelly sent to their long account without

! =
):H!.

| Piusburg, which place he called his!
{ up to the time of his arrest.

| mit a robbery shortly after he hal
| ricd ;

|
|
|
|

one swift glance upward at the gallows, | $5.00, and started on a cupping and leech-

Shortly before the execution, Hae
begueathed a set of beads and a croly
to Mr. John M'Mullen, watehman of
He also gave a erueifix to Mg
Becekie Hadse, a yousg lady livingin ¢

Jjail.

JOHN BAPTISTE HOUSER.
Houser was a Germaa by extracin,
and was about 3% years of age. [l su
burn in lilinois, but his pareots removed
to New Jersev while he was yet fu intan
He learned the trade of glass flaztener
New Jersey. In 1850, he removed

y
dge

e
fa 1551,

| married —*“married into a bad fam 1y

| himself said. Through the persuasiu

| his father-in-law, he was induced 10 con
1 rage

he was caught by the police ia ¢

act, and wua sen® to the penitentiary-

During this his first term of imprisonws
he became scquainted with Buscr, wi
was also an imnate of the pesitentio %
tne time. Shortly after he had serveion
his term and had been discharged, !

in with Buser, who had got cut first— ’
While taking a walk in company, the iv{ey
were arrested by the police of Piitsbur| P
on a charge of burzlary, and azaio sent! [@ie
the penitentiary. [louser assured us tha Bt
he had no hand is thiserime. Emergivzi@ )
from the penitentiary in Muay lust, entirely
penuniless, he went with Buser to M ]
Miller’s, in Allegheoy city, where bhe
stayed a week or two.  Ile then borrowed

m

ing expedition to Beaver county. He wa
in that county the day of the wurde, be
stoutly asserted. He returned ta Al
gheny a couple of days alter the murder,
and was shortly after arrested by Hague
and M'Kelvey. Hesaid he had wo snowt
edge whatever of the murder cutil aller
was committed.
SHARP PRACTICE. _

The Pittsburg Dispa‘ch makes the fol-ig
lowing mesntion of a bit of sharp practic: S8
on the part of Houser: “Ie bad beco oo
raised a Cztholic, but had fallen out of th
pale of the church through his misdeeds
One day he met the pastor of rhe St. M
chael’'s Charch, in DBirmingham, whid
structure was then being built, and ain
parrating a pitifal story of bhow he %24
fallen from grace, expressed a willinse
to reform. DBut he desired to do good &
and if the good priest would accepta ¢h™
itable donation fowards the Charcl, b9
would make one. The priest sigoiled 88
readiness to aceept the proposed sid, wier
upon Houser banded him & buudred 8o+
lar bill, requesting the clergyman o 148°
balf of it. The priest did so, giving M%
fifty dollars in gold as change. lmagZie
the astonishment of the unsuspectivz pre
late when he found that he had been Vi€
timized. He had but recently landed 1105
Germany, and was blissfally igporant 9
the currency of the country. Houser bs®
given him a note cut from one of the o
fushioned, yeilow-plated bank note rep®™
ers.”’

DANIEL BUSER.

Buser was also a German by extractio®
He was born in Berks couaty, and ¥
about 40 years of age, He was a butch®
by trade. We are. ot much acquait®
with his history, but koow he rcslqt’d »
Pittsburg for a number of years prior @
his arrest for murder. At oune time he
was Coostable of Duquense berongi, 8
position which he §iled 15 (o entire =t
isfaction of {ne ©i% gans. Heo was 8 bo'd
bad man—y%a gould see it in his glitterics
"-"k_‘?'utﬁ eye—-and competent for o}
- : ‘




