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THE IRISH AND SLAVERY.
Daniel O’Connell’s famous Let-

ter to the Irish Repeal Associ-
algn of Cincinnati.

This great anti-slavery document, the
bitter protest of Ireland’s greatest leader
agaiust the pro-slavery sentiment of so
many of his countrymen in America, is
again brought to light in the Catholic
Telegraph, of Cincinrati, August 5th. A
wore sgcvere and searchiuyg review of the
evil of slavery aud its sympathies has
hardly ever been written. The paper in
which it is published is edited by Father
Pureell, a brother of the Arehbishep, and
intimate friend of General Rosecraus.—
The letter is prefaged with the following :

much imporiant matter, the famous letter
of O’Conrell to 2 committee of our eiti-
zens who rebuked him for his antisslavery
opmwions. The document has been con-
cealed for twenty ycars by a well-kuown
Demverat, to whom we are indebted for
it. Weinvite our Irish Catholic brethren
to read it attentively, and if any one wishes
to see the manuseript, which is beautifuily
written, and the signature of O’'Connell,
they can be accommodated at the cffice of
the Telegraph. We intend to have the
letter published in pamvhlet form, aud we
respectfully invite all friends of the good
cause of liberty against bondage to aid us
in its circulation.]
THE LETTER.

GeXTLEMEN : We have read, with the
deepest affliction, not unmixed with szome
surprise and much indignation, your de
tailed and anxious vindication of the most
hideonus crime that has ever stained hu-
manitv—the slavery of men of color in
the United States of America. We are
lost in otter amazement at the perversion
of mind and depravity of heart which
your address evinces. * * * ¥

it was not in Ireland you learned this
eruelty. Your mothers were gentle, kind
aud humane. Their bosoms overflowed
with the honey of human charity.  Your
sisters are, probably, wany of them, stiil
amongst us, and participate in all that is
evod and bencvolent in sentiment and ac-
tion. JZlne, then, can you have tecome
so depraved 7 How can your sonls have
beeome stained with a darkness blacker
than the pegro’s ckin? You say you
have no pecaniary interest in negro sla-
very. Would that you had! for it might
be some palliation of your crime! but,
alas ! you have inflicted upon us the horrer
of beholding you the vofunterr adveocates
of dgspotism, 1a its most frightful state—
of slavery, in its most loathsome and uo-
relenting form.

Ve were, unhappily, prepared ‘o expect
some fearful exhibition of this deserip
tion.  Lhere has been a testimony borne
against the Irish, Yy birth or descent, in
America, bv a person fully informed as to
the facts, incapable of the slizhtest mis
representation ; a noble of patore more
than of titled birth; a wan gifted with
the highest order of talent and the most
senerous emotions of the heart—the great,
the good Lord Morpeth—he who, in the
House of Commons, boldly asserted the
superior social morality of the poorer
classes of the Irish over any other people
—he, the best friend of any of the Saxon
race that Ireland and the Irish ever kuew ;
he, amidst the eongregated thousands ac
Kxeter Hall, in London, mournfully, but
firmlv, denvunced the Irish in America as
being amongst the worst enemies of the
negro slaves avd other meun o« color.

PROPERTY IN MAN.

Your advocacy ‘of slavery is founded
upon a gross error.  You fake for granted
that man can be the property of Lie fellow
wan. You speak in terms of indignation
of those who would deprive white men of
their “property,” and thereby render them
less capable of supperting their families
in sfluence. You forget the other side
of the picture. You have neitber sorrow
nor sympathy for the sufferings of those
who are iniguitously compelled to labor
for the affluence ot others; those who
work without wages—who toil without
recompense—who spend their lives in
procuring for others the splendor and
wealth in which they do not participate.
You totally forget the sufferings of the
wretched bluck men who are deprived of
their ALL without any compepsation or
redress  If you, yourselves, all of you, or
if any one of you, were, without crime or
offence committed by you, handed over
into perpetual slavery ; if you were com-
pelletfe to work from suurjse to sunset
without wages, supplied only with euch
coarse food and raiment as would keep
you in working order; if, when your
“owner” fell into-debt, you were sold to
pay kis debts, not your own; if it were

[We publish to-day, to the exclusion of

write ; if yon were liable to L scpamt:&,
in the distribution of assets, frem your

were to fall into the hands of a brutal
master—and you condescended to admit
titat there are some brutal masters in
Auwerica—if, among all those circumstan-
ces, coine friendly spirits of 2 more gen-
erous order were desirous to give liberty
to you and your fumilics, with what inef-
fable disgust would not you Jaugh to scorn
those who should traluce the generous
spirits who would relieve you. as you now,
pseudo-Iiishmen—shame apon you!—
have traduced ané vilified the Abolition-
ists of North Amerieca!
THE OUTCREY AGAINST ABOLITIONISTS.

Another prece of silliness.  You allege
that it is the Abolitionists who make the
slave restless with his 2ondition, and that
they seatter the seeds of dizconitent  How
can @pu treat us with such contenrpt as to

dress? How can you think we could be
so devoid of iaotclleet as to believe the
negro would not know the miseries of
slavery, which he feels every hour of the
four-und-twenty, unless he were told by
some Abolitionist that slavery was a mis-
erable condition ?

There is nothing that makes us think
so baly of you as yonr strain of ribaldry
in attacking the Abolitionists.

The desire to procure abelition is, in

and veneration for its ¢ourage under un-
favorable eircumstances. Instead of,the
ribaldry of your attack upon the Aboli-
tionists, you ought to respect and counte-
nance them.. If they err by excessive
zeal, they err in a righteous and a holy
cavse. You would do well to check their
errors and mitigate their zea! within the
bounds of striet propriety. But if you
had the genuine feelings of Irishmen,
you pever would confound their errors
with their virtues. In truth, we much
fear, or rather we should ecandidly say,
we readily believe that you attribute to
them imaginary errors for no other reason
than that they really possess one brilliant
virtee—npamely, the love of human free-
dom in intense perfection.

Again, we have to remark that you
exaggerate exceedingly when you state
that there are fiftecn millions of the white
population in America whose secarity and
happiness are connected with the mainte-
nance of the system of wegro =lavery Oun
the contrary, the system of slavery inflict«
nothing buc mischiet npon the far greater
part of the inhabitants of Amurica. The
only places in which individual Interest
is connected with slavery are the slave-
holding Siates. Now, in those
alwost without an exception, (if, indeed,

Stares,

even 1t an injary were to be inflicted on

slaves, the advantages would be most
abundantly counterbalanced and eompen-
sated for by the infinitely greater number
of persons who would thus be restored to
ihe createst of human b'essings—personal
libe.ty. Thus the old Benthawite maxim
of “deing the greatest possible good to
the greato~t possible number” would be
amply carried out into effeet by the eman-
cipation of the negroes.

We utterly deny your assertion, and we
dely you to show any single instaunce of

the cwauncipation of negroes before the
ubolition demand was ruised.
truth in that assertion.
such preparations. It is a pure fiction,
invented by slaveholders out of their un-
just animosity to the Abolitionists [t i
saic that the fear of abolition has rendered
the slaveholders more striet, harsh and
eruel toward the wretched slaves; and that
they would be more gentle and humane it
they were not afraid of the Abolitionists.
We repeat that this is not true, and is
merely an attemnpt to cast blame on those
who would cealesce to putan eud tonegro
slavery

It is in the same spirit that the erimin-
al calumniates kis prosecutor, and the
felon 1eviles his aceuser. It is, therefore,
utterly unirue that the slaveho'ders have
made the chains of the negro more heavy
through any fear of abolition.

Yet, if you tell the truth ; if the fact be
that the negro is made to suffer for the
zeal of the Abolitionists; if he i3 treated
with increased cruelty by reasom of the
fault of the fricuds of abolitivn, then, in-
deed, the slaveholders must be a truly
Satanic race. Their conduct, according
to you, is diabolical. The Abolitionists
commit an offence, and the unhappy ne-
groes are punished. The Abolitionists
violate the law of property, and the penal-
ty of their crime is imposed upon the
pegro! (‘an anything*bc more repugnant
to every idea of justice ? Yet this is your

statement.

L.

made a erime to teasb you to read and

We, on the other bagd, uticrly deny the

wives and ohildren ; if you (above all) |

use assertions of that kind in yoar o2d- |

itself, a virtue, and deserves our Jove for !
its charitable disposition, as it does respect |

there be any exception,) the people of |
color greatly excred the whites; and thus, | )
i educate even a free negro!

3 e " . - ! ;
the whites by depriving them of their p the
| you see them despised and contemned by

preparatory steps taken by any State for

You violate |
There swere no -

find you calumniate the slavehd®ers we
become their advocates against your eal-
umny. You calumniate everyboly-—slaves,
Abolitionists and slaveowners —framers of
constitutions, makers of laws—everybody!
The slavehalders are vot favorites of onrs,
but we will do men justice, and will not
permit you to impute an impussible crime
to them.
BLAVERT AGAINST CHEISTIANITY.

If you be Christians at all, recollect that
slavery is opposed to the first, the hizlest
and the greatest principles of Christianity,
which teach ns “to love the great and
good God above all things whatsoever ;”
and the next, “to love our fellyw-wen as
ourselves;"” which eommands us todo un
to others as we would be dune by. These
saered principles are inconsistent with the
horrors and crimes of slavery; sucred
principles which have already bauished
domestie bundage from civilized Europe,
and which will also, in God’s good time,
banish ir from Amecrica, despite the advo-
caey of such puny declulmers as you are.

The Catholic clergy may endure, but
they assuredly do not encourage the slave-
owners.  We have, indeed, heard it said
that some Catholic clergymen have slaves
of their own, but it is added, and we are
assured positively, that no Irish Catholic
clerzyman is a slaveowner. At all events,
every Catholic knows how distivetly slave-
holding, aud espccially slave trading. is
coudemned by the Cathulie church. That
most eminent man, his holiness, the pres-
ent Pope, has, by an Allocution published
throughout the world, condemned all deal-
ing and traffic in slaves. Notbing can be
more distin¢t or more powerful than the
Pope’s denuneiation of that most abomin-
able crime. Yet it subsists in a more
abominable form than his holiness could
possibly deseribe, in the traffic which still
exists in the sule of sluves, from onc State
in America to another. What, tien, are
we to thiuk of you, Irish Catholics, who
send us an elaburate vindication of slavery,
without the slizhtest censurs of that hate-
ful erime ? a crime which the Pope has so
completely condemued—nawely, the dia-
bolical raising of slaves for sale, and selling
them to other States.

If you be Catholies, yon should devote
your time and best exertions to working
out the pious intentions of his holiness.
Yet yon prefer—Oh, sorrow and shame !—
to volunteer your vindication of evei yihing
that belongs w the guilt of slavery.

BLACK INFERIORITY DISCUSSED.

Your important allegation is, that the
nezroes are, naturally, an inferior race.—
That is a totaily grataitous assertion on
your part.
opportunity of seding the negro cducaied.
Ou the contrary, in wost of your States it

i a eriine—sucred Heaven ! a erime to | !
| own asseriions,

How. then,
can you judge of the negro race, when

the educated elasses; reviled and looked
down upon as inferisr? The negro race
has, naturally, some of the fiuest qualities.
They are naturally gentle, generons, hn-
mane, and very grateful for kinduess. —
They are as brave and as fearless as any
other of the races ot human beingzs, but
the biessivgs of eduecation are kept from
them, and they are judzed of, vot as they
wouid be with proper cultivation, but as
they are reudered by ciucl and debasing
oppression.
Howmer, who truly asserts that the day
which sees a man a slave takes away halt
his worth  Slavery actually brutalizes
human bemngs. It is about sixty years
ago when one of the Sheiks, not far south
of Fez, in Muroeco, who was in the habit

of accumulating white slaves, upon being |

remonstrated with by a Earopean Power,
gave fur his reply that, by his own experi-
euce, he found it guite manilest that white

men were of an inferior race, intended by |

nature for siaves ; and he produced hic owu
brutalized white slaves to illustrate the
truth of his assertion, And a case of an
Awmerican, with a historic name—John
Adams—is guite familiar. Some twenty-
five years ago—uot more—dJobu Adaws
wac the sole survivor of ar American crew
wrecked on the African coast. He was
taken into the interior as the slave of an
Arab chief. He was ounly for (hree years
a slave, and the Eugzlish and American
consuls, having been informed of a white
man's slavery, elaimed hiu, and obtained
his liberation. In the short space of
three years he had become completely
brutalized ; he had completely forgotten
the English language, without having aec-
quired the nauve tongue He spoke a
kind of gabble, as unintelleetnal as the
dialects of most of your negro slaves, and
many months elapsed before he recovered
his tormer habjts and ideas.

It is also a eurious fact, as connected
with America, that the children of the
Anglo-Saxon race, and of other Europeans
born in America, were, for many years;

truth of your allegations; and where we |

&)
J*de

considered as a degraded
ciass. Indeed, it was admitted, as if it
were an axioin, that the native born Amer-

progcanitor ; aud, so far from the fct being
disputed. many philosophic dissertations
werg published, endeavoring to accouut
for the allezed debasemcut. The ounly
doubt was abeut the cause of it. “Noubody
doubted,” to use youar own words, “that
the native born Americans were really an
interior race.” Nobody dares to say so
now, and nobody thicks it. Let it, then,
be recollected that you have uever yet
seen the nearo educated. An English
traveler throuzh DBruzil some few years
ago, mentions having known a nezro who

aud iuferior

ican was in pothing equal to his European |
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of color 2s a degraded or inferior being.

Thirdly. We ask you to assist iu ob-
taining for the fres men of eolor the fall
benefit of all the rights and franchises of
a ireewan in whatever State be may in-
habit.

Fourthly. We ask you to exert youre
selves ia endesvoring to procure for the
man of color, in every case, the benefit cf
a trial by jury, and especially where »

4 man insisting that he is a freeman s

ciaimed to be a slave.

. Fily. Weask you to exert yourselyes
in every possible way to induce slave-
owuers to emancipate as many slaves as
possible.  The Quakers of America have
several societies for this purpose, Why

was a priest, and who was a leurned, pious
and exemplary man in Lis sacerdotal
funclions. We have been lutely informed
of two pezroes being educated at the

To Anicriea you ean have no |

It is as old as the days of |

Propaganda, and ordained priests,
having distingnished themselves in their
scientific and theolegical course.
French pajpers =4y that one of them cole-

able sermon before Lonis Philippe. Itis
believed they have both gone out with the
the Rizht Rev. Dr. Baron un the African
wission.

properly of the nezro, you should sce him
educated and treated wich respect due to
a fellow-creature, uninsulted by the filthy
.aristocrac_'f of the =kin, aud untaruizhed
to the eye of the white by any associations
connected with his state of slavery.

TEE NEGROES A G0O0UD ANXD KINDLY RACE.

We next refer to your declaration that
the two races. viz: the black and white,
cannot exist, on equal terms, under your
Government and your institutions. This

is au extraordinary assertice to be made
lut tha opresent day. Yon allade;
l indeed, to Antizua and the Bermudas —
But we will tuke you to wherethe experi-
ment has been successfully made upon a
large scale —nawely, to Jamaica.

There the two races are ou a perfect
equality in point of law. The law does
not recognize, the slightest distineticn
bhetween the races. You have borrowed
the far creater part of your addross from
the cant phrn;&cr‘-la-;:y which the West
Indian slave-owners, und especially those
of Jamaiea, maude nse of bofore cmuneipa-
tion. They uscd to assert, =< you do new,
that abolition meant destraction ; that to
| eive freedom to the negrs would he to
: .;_r.‘c.rnv'!m_‘-_! the assessinativn of the whites :
that the neyg woula
massacre their former cwners, and uesiroy

' -
v, &3 s 43 e,

their wives and {fumilies In shor
| your ‘)-1'-'1*‘1'-4'.: A ol ) ITI-.- Jdestrae- r
tive effects of emencipation are but |

| faint and foolish eehons of Ih:! projheiic
ar'pn-'h‘—'““;‘"n-‘?: “f-:hﬁ “T..H.\u. dye uWnNe s,

'i"lll.'.\.' 1:;;"_5:Jt, !.'t ral I.i_.l" ].l.':‘.i.'_‘ i.n.':h'\.“j. .'::--‘;I'

“Yecause the ema¢ipation

1 li"'--ﬂ‘ }‘;l..t )‘vu —-‘r.“" d Ve LI.] myed IF[
ary exca-e for tlic reassertion of a dis
| P:--vra.i c;giutun_}‘. Tll!? emnnnheination !l-‘-:'

| taken place
{ Boglaud was !

were the ovly persous that deserved
! pensation.  lo was given io ihe so calied
‘sowners.” It was an additional wrenz—
‘an additional eause of irritution to the
aegroes ; but, cracious Heaven ! how ro-
bly did that good and kindly race —the
nesroes—ialsily the ealuranions apprehen-
sions of their task-musiers! Was there
one single murder eonsequent ou Lhe
| emancipation? Was there one single

of siven te the resroes, who

] |

Ewhite person injured either in person or
| property? Was there any property spoiled
| or luid waste 7 The proportion of nezroes

in Jamaiea to white men is as 300 to 60,

or 80 per cent. Yet the most perfeet

both |
Cpad |
fue |

brated mass, and delivered a short but |

We repeat, therefore, that to judge |

|
| e
|
|
|

[
1
1
the compensation ziven !
1
|

| but not equal to mule.
{there were pleuty about the deserted

should not the Irish imitate them in that
l virtne 7

Sirthly. We ask yon to exert your-
| selves iu all the ways you possibly ean to
| put an end to the eterval slave trade of
| the States. The breeding of slaves for
sale is, probably, the most immoral and
| debssing practice ever konown in the
| world  Ttisa erime of the most hideous
kind, and if there were no other erime
commitied by the Americans, this alone
wonld place the advocates, supporters, and
prociisers of Amcrican slavery in the
grade of eriminals,

Seventhly. - Ve ask you te use every
cxertion in your power to procure the
abolitinn of slavery by the Cungrcasin the
Distriet of Columbia.

Eighthly. We ask you to use ypur best
exerticns to enmpel the Congress to re-
ceive and read the petitions of the
| wretched nearces ; and, above all, the
| petitione of their white advocates.

Niuthly. We sk you never to cease
your efforts until the erime of which Lord
Morpeth has acensed the Irishin Ameriea,
of “being the worst enewies of the men of
color,” shall be atoned for, and blotted out
and effaced foraver.

You will ask how yon can do all these
things?  You hure ulicady answered that
guestion for vourselves, for you have said
that publie opinicn is the law of America.
Contribute, then, each of you in his
sphere, W make up that public opinion.
Where you have the elestoral franchise,
give your vote to none bat those who will
ussist you in so holy a struggle.

g~ A Confederate officer, who is wri-
ting a detailed aceount of what took place
ipside Port Hudson during its beleaguer-
tucat, suys that when, .on the 20th of
June, the lust quarter raticu of beef had
been given out to the troops, on the let of

| July, at the request of many officers, a
twonded male was killed and served for

All

experimental those who

pariovk of it spoke Lizhly of thesdish.—

cating.

as Leing of a darker eolor thaa beef, of o
fioer grain, quite teader acd juiey, and

j The flesh of a mule. the writer desceribes

L of the necroes was thaenaa uarmwl expe- | 3 having a flavor something between
i = s 4

| that of beef and venison.

There was an
immediate-demwand for this kind of food,

i and the number of mules kiiled by the

cominissariat daily increased. Some

| herses were also slanghtered, and their

fiesh was fonnd o be very good eating,
Rats, ¢f which

camps, were also caught by many officers
and men, and were found to be guite a
luxury ; superior, in the opinica of those
who ate them, to spring chicken.

i

gen, An ancedote is related of Gen.
Logan. When he was a colonel at the
commencemcnt of the rebelicn, six com-
panies of his regiment became aggrieved
at something, stacked arms and refused to
do dury. The Adjutant informed Colonel
Logan of the difficulty, who, on hearing

tranguility has followed the emaneipation.
The 2riwinal courts are almost unemploy-

the harshest laudlord power to exact the
hardest terms by way of reot from the
negroes, and have i}lm’) endenvured o
extort from him the largest possible quaan-
tity of labor for the smallest wages, yet
the kindly negro race have not retuliated
by one single act of violence or of veng-
eance ; the two races exist together, upon
equal teris, pnder the I riuish Govera-
went and uoder Dritish institations.
AN APPEAL.

Have you emmugh of the genuine
Irishman lelt among you to ask whatit is
that we require you to do? It is this:

First. We call upon you, in the sacred
pame of humanity, never again to volua-
teer on behalf of the oppressor, nor even
for any self-intercst to vindicate the hide-
ous crime of personalslavery.

Secondly. We ask you to assist, in
every way you can, in prowoting the edu-
cation of the free men ot color, and in
discountenancing the foolish fecling of
selfishness—ocf that criminal selfishness

ed ; nine tenths of the jails are empty and |
universal tranqguility reigns.  Although |
| the lunded proprictors have made use of

it, exclaimed: “Stacked arms! The
devil they have!” Then paunsing a minuto
as he considered the emergeney, he
coutinued : “Well, Adjutant, 1'll give "em
enough of stacking arms.”  Accordingly,
he formed the remainiug four companies
ia line, with Joaded muskets, and stood
them over the maleontents, whom he
compelled to stack and unstack arms for
twelve bours. They didu’t want to stack
aris after that without special orders.

#e%. Among the peculiarities of the
draft in Pottstown, this State, were the
following :  Five pairi of brothers were
drafted out of the forty-six persous drawn.
Of the bachelors in town, three, all of
them over thirty five years of age, were
drawn from the box in succession. The
only colored man in the place subjeot to
the first draflt was taken. Qut of a com-
pany of fiftéen who had joioed together as
a kind of draft insurance association, each
paying in $100, five were drafted, thus
exactly “cleaning out” the compary’s
treasury. y

——
. An old woman being asked what
she liked best, oxygen, hydrogen, or ni-
trogen, said she liked Loodon gin better

whioh makes the white man treat the man

than any of them.




