MESSAGE

PRESIDENT POLK.
Te J}'ch&adc and House of Representatives

Unifed States,
_ (Concluded.)

1rSpain had continued until the t peri
4 to nseert that Mexico wae one of her eolonies
1 rebellion ageinst her, this would nut have
made - her 80, or changed the faét of her inde.
reudent existence, Texas, al the period of her
wnnexation to the United States, bore the ssme
‘elation to Mexico that Mexico had borae 1o
3pain for many years before Spain acknowled.
red her independence, with this important (it
arence—that, before the snnexation of Texsn
o the United States war consummated, Mexico
rerself by n formal ect of government, had ee-
inowledged the independence of Texas as a na.
|

on.

It is trne, that in the act of recognition she
rescribed n.condition which she had no power
¢ sutherity 1o impose, that Texax should not
nnex hersdlt 1o wny other Power ; but this
ould not deteact in any Jegreafeom the recog-
iition which Mexico then made of her sctual
ndependence. {lpon this plain siatement of
acts, it is absurd Tor Mexico 1o sllege an a pre-
2xt for commencing hostilities mgainat the Uni-
od States, that Texss instill a part of her terri-

" .

&Il therc nre those who, conceding all this
o bs true, assume the ground that the true
N estern boundary line of Texan in the Neuces,
nstead of the Rio Grande ; and that, theréfore,
n marching our smmy 10 the es®t bank of the
stter river, we parscd the Texan line, and inva-
ed the territory of Mexicn, A simple state.
nent of facts, known to exist, will conclosively
efute such an sssumption. Texas, an ccded
o the United Stateaby France in 1803, has bean
lwaya claimed n9 extending west to the Rio
jrande, or Rin Bravo. Thie fact isestablished
iy the nutharity df our most eminent siatasmen
t a period when the question was ss well if not
iter understnod than it is al present.

Duriog Mr, Jolferson’s administration, Messrs,

tonroe and Pinckoey, who had been sent on 8

seciul mission tn Madrid, eharged, smong oth.
ot thinge, with the adjustinent of boundary be-
ween the two cugntries, in a ndie addeessed o
he Spanish Minister of Foreign Aflairs, under
ate of the 28th of Jannary, 1805, assert that
he boundaries of 1ouvisiana, as ceded tn the U-
ited Btates by France, “are the river Perdido
n the east, and the river llravn on the wes "
nl they add, that “the facts and principles
*hich jostify thia conclusion are sa ulilfuclu':))’
) OUr governmant as to convinne i that the U.
ted States have not s better right ta the island
*New Orleans, under the cesrion referred 1o,
an they have to the whole district of territory
hich is sbove described.”

Town to the conclusion of the Floride treaty,
in Febioary, 1819, by which this territory was
ceded to Bpam, the United Siates asecried and
maintained their territorial rights to this extent.

{n the month of June, 1818, during Mr. Mon.
-0e’s administration, information heving been
‘~oeived that » number of foreign adventurers
iad landed st Galveston, with the avowed pur.
oseof forming » settieraent in that vicinity, &
pecial messenger was despatched by the go-
ernment of the United Stetes, with instrue-

od u land office, and issurd numerous grants for
land, within its limits. A Senator ur: Rep-
rescntalive residing in it were elected 1n 1he
Congress of the Republie, and served an such
before the uct of annexation ook place, In
both the and Convention of Texas,
which gave their sdsent to (he terms of annexa-
tion to the United Btutes, propored by our Con-
P were ntatives residing weet of
::n:. im;c, who took part in the act of annexa.
Thin wan the Texas which, by theaet af our
Congrem of the 261h of December, 1845, was ad-
milled ne one of the States of our Union. That
the Co of the United States underatond the
State of Texas which they admitted inte the U-
nion to extend beyond the Neuces is apparent

only twodays after theact of admission, they
ed a law 'to eatablish a collection district in
the State of Texas,' by which they createda port

ueces, and being the same point st which
the Texas cnstom.house, under the laws of that
republie, had been located, and directed that a
surveyar to collect the revenue should be ap-
pointed for that port by that President, by and

from the fact, that on the 31st of December, 1845 |

1 General Herrera. ' Tt was also “well Known' that'
. bat little hopd could beentertmined of &' different
result from General Paredes in cane "the revoly’
tionary movement which be was ptm 1
should prove succenstul, nd 'was hm‘ pife !':9'
The partisaiw of Paredes, ‘us oat 1 fer, T the
despateh referred to, states, breathed the fierces!
hostility aguinit the United States, l:ﬁén'ﬁ -
the preposed tion as tredion. and openly
called upon the and the L»op le te put
down the goveen of Herrera by forée.

The reconqueat of Texss, and wir with the
United States, were openly threatened  Theve
were the circumstanées exiating, when it wm
deemed proper to order the ariny undeér the com.
mand of General Taylor to sdvance To the weil-
! ern frontier of Texas, and occupy & position on
! or near the Rio Grande.

The apprehension of a contemplated Moxican
invasion, have been since rully futiﬂd by the
event. The determination of Mexico to rush in-
to hostilities with the United States was after.

:{:l;}inry at Corpus Christi, situated west of | words manifested from the whale tenor o the

note of the Mexican Minister of Foreign Affairs
1o ‘our minister, bearing date on the 19th of
March, 1846.

Paredes had then revolutionized the guvernment,

wilh the adviceand consent of the Senate,

confirmed by the Senate,and has been ever since |
in tbe performance of his duty. All these acts

to the east bank of the Rio Grande, Bubsequent- |
post routes,” extending west of the Nences. The
country waest of that river now conatiletes a art |

and is represented in theHouse of Representatives
The Senators from the Stale were chosen by s
legislature in which the country west of tbat riv-
er was represented.

In view of all these fact, it is difficult to con-

that, in oncupying the country west of the Nem-

curity aml defence, we invaded the territery of |
Mexico. But it would bave been still more dil- |
ficult to justify the Executive, whose duty itis

the face of all these proceedings, both of the Con- |
gress of Texns and of the United States;, he had |

ritory west of the Neuces to Mexico. or of refus. |

the remainder of
Mexican invasion.

which she has waged npon the ground that ovr
army occupied the intermediate territory be- |
tween the Neuces and the Rio Grande. Her re- |
futed pretension that Texes was notin factan in- I
dependent State, but a rebelliovs province, was
obstinately persevered in ; and her avowed pur- |
pose in commencing a war with the United States |
was 10 reconquer Texas, and to restore Mexi. ]
can autherity over the whole territory—not to
the Neuces anly, but to the Babine.

In veiw of the proclaimed menaces of Mexico to
thia effect, 1 deemed it my duty as.s measare of
precavtion and defence, to erder our army te oc- |
cupy a position on our frontier a1 & military
post, from which our troops could best resist and

repel any sttempted invagion which Mexico |
might make. :
Onir army had occupied a position al Corpna |
Christi, west of the Neuces, a3 early as Augnat,

iona from the Sceretary of State to wara them |
3 desist, should they be fonnd there “or any |
ther plsce north of the Rin Bravo, and within
he territory claimed by the United Stater."

He was instructed, should they be found in
he country north of that river, to make known
o them “the surprise with which the President
e seen inn Tiras taken, without authori-
y from the United States, of » pluce within
beir territorial limite, and upon which no law-
ul settlement can be made without their sanc-
jon® e was instructed 1o €all apon them to
savow under what pational suthority they pro-
esato act,” and to give them dne warning “that
he place ia within the United Stater, who will
offer no permanent selllement to be wade
hanz. under nny autbority other than their
DWN,

As Jate as the 8'h of July, 1842, the Secreta-
y of State of the United States, in 8 note ude
vessed to our mimster in Mexico, maintaine
lat, by the Florida iresty of 181D, the territory
s far west as the Rio Grande was eonfirmed to
3pain. In that note he states that, *by the trea.
y of the 22d of Felruary, 1810, between the U-
vited States and Spa n, the Sabine was adopted
@#he live of boundary between the two Pow-

8,

+Up to that periza, no tonsiderable coloniga-
jon had been effested in Texan; bot the terri-
ory between the Sebine snd the Rio Grande be-
ng confirmed to Spain by the treaty, appiics-
jons were made 1o thal Power for grants ol
and, and woch grants, or petmissiony of seltle.
nent, were in fact made by the Bpanish antheri-
tes in favor of citizens of the United States
iraposing to emigrate to Texas in numeroms fa-
nilies, before the declaration of independence
w Mexico."

e Texsn which wae eeded to Bpain by the
Morida treaty of 181D, embraced all the enun-
ry waw claimed by the Blate of Texas between
he Neuces snd the Rio Grande. The republic
T Texsn always claimed thie river ua her wes-
ern boundary, and in her treaty made withSan-.
t Auna in May, 1536, he recognizod 2 eu such.

the coastitution
18386, senatoris] and represeniative dis-
ricls were organized exiending west of the

T'he Congress of Texas, on the fth of De-
ember, 1638, pessed an “An sci fo define The
oundaries of the republic of Texas," in which

hey declared the Rio Granda frum its mouth to

1 soures o be thuir Mrﬁ. and by the mid

¢t they exteoded their “civil _ )

isdiction” over the eouniry vp to A
. of more then nine

rn.--\ln
nterve between the adoption of ber consti-
olion armd her annexation ascne of the States

T A B C B R

She orgenised and defined the limite of doun-

jes extending to tho-Rio Graade. Bhe evta-
rot-offices snd post-rosds, in it.

which Texas adopted in ¢

1845, without complaint from any quarter.
the Neuces been regarded as the true western
boundary of Texas, that bonndary bad been pas. |
sed by our army many months before it advanced
to the eastern bank of the Nie Grands, I
In my ammal message of December lust, I in- |
formed Congress that npon the invitation of both |
the Comgress and Convention of Texas, 1 had |
deemed it pnc:t to order a strong squadron te
the coasts of Mexico, and to concentrate an of-
ficient military force on the western frontier of |
Texss to protect and defend the inhabitants a-
gainat the mrenweed invasion of Mexico. In that
message | informed Congress that the moment |
the terms of annexation offered by the United |
States were azcepled by Texas, the latter became |

so fur a part of our own country as te make it |

our duly to afford sweh protection and defence;
and forthat purpose our squadron had been ordered

to the Gulf, and our army to “‘take & position |

between the Nences and the Del Norte,” or Rio
Grande, #nd *'to repel any invasion of the Texun
Territory which might be attempted by the Mex-
ican forces.™

it was deemed proper to imue this erder, be.
cause, voon after the President of Texas. im April
1845, had isened his proclamation convening the
Congress of that republie, for 1he purpose of sub-
mitting te that y the trrms of snnexatisn
proposed by the United Siates, the goverament

of the republic of Texss, and of our Congress,
preceded the orders for the advance of our army |

ly, Cangress passed an act “‘establishing certam
! would look upon
ofone of the Congressional districts of Tewms, |

|

|

ceive upon what ground it can be maintained | (ommand on the Texan frontier, to “attack” our

to see that the laws be faithfully execnted, if in !

assumed the responsibility of yielding wp the ter- |

But Mexico hersell has never placed the war |

and his minister, after referring to the resolu.

&, woreayer, was: seseadlonly  seminated, snd ‘l‘idn;'fxlhu annexation of Texas, which had been

our Congress in March, 1845 pro.
ceeds to declare that s fact such sa this, or, 10
speak with greater exactness, 1o notable an act
of nsurpation, created an imperious necessity
that Mexico, for her own honor, should repel! it
with proper firmnessand dignity. The SBupreme
Government bad beforehand  declared that it
such an nct a8 n casns belii ;
and, as a conseqhience of this declaration, nego-
tiation was, by its very nature, at an end, and
war was the only recourse of the Mexican go-
u:nmt." o ALy
't appears, also, That on the 4th of April fol.
lowing, Genersl Paindes, through his mi:l‘illlt of
war, issued orders to the Mexican general in

army “by ov menns which war permits”

ceq with:‘v army, witha view selely 10 itase- | Tp this, General Parades bad been pledged to the

army and proeple of Mexico during the military
revolution which had brought him into power.
On the 16th of April, 1846, Genera! Parades ad-
dressed a letter 1o the commander on thar fron-
tier, in which he stated to him, ''at the present
date [ suppose you st the head of That valisnt ar-
my, either fighting slready, or preparing for the
operations of a eampaign ;** and “supposing yon

ing to protect or defend this territory and its in- |
habitants, inelud'm%_(:ﬁgml Christi. a8 well #s | 7 roully o0t theaireefomerstion. shd St o1

‘exas, against the threatened |

fhe forces assembled, it is indispensable that he-
stilities be commenced, yourself taking the ni-
tiative sgainst the ememy."

The movement of our srmy to the Rin Grande
was made by the commanding general nder po.
sitive orders ta abstain from all aggressive acls
towards Mexico, or Mexican citizens, and 1o re-
gard the relations between the two conntries as
peaceful, unless Mexico should declare war, or
commit acts of hostility indicative of a giate of
war; and these orders faithfollv executed Whilst
ocenpying his position on the ‘east hank of The
Rio Grande, within the limits of Texas, then re.
cenily admitied as one of the States of onr Uni-
on, the commanding general of the Mexican for-
ces, who, in pursnance of the orders of his go- 4
verpment, collected a large army on the op-
posite shore of the Rio Grande, crossed the river,
invaded our territory, and commenced hostilities
by attacking our forces.

Thus, after all the injuries which we bad re- |

| eeived and borne from Mexico, and after she had

insultingly rejected m minister dent 1o her on a
mission of peace, and whom she hiad solemnly a-
greed toreccive, the consumated her long conrse
of oitrage againgt our country by commencing
an offensive war and shedding the blood of our
citizens on our own suil .

The United Stales never aftempted to acrmire
Texas by conquest.  On the eantrary, at an rar-
Iy porlo:um-f the people of Texas had achieved |
their independence, ther sought 1o be annexedio
the United States,

At & general election in September, 1830, They
decided with great umanimity m favor of “an-
nexation ;" and in November following, the Con-

of the repmrblie authorized the appointment
of a minister, 1o bear their vequest to this go-
vernment, however, having remained neutral be-
tween Texssand Mexico during the war hetween
them, and vonsidering it due to the honor of our
coumtry, and our fame among the wlions of the
earth, that we shonld not st this esvly period
consent 1o annexatron. mor antil it should be mani-
fes! 1o the whole werld that the ve.ronguest of
Texas by Mexico was impossible, refused to ae-
cede to the overtures made by Texas

On the 12th of April, 1844, and afler more
than seven vears hed elapsed wince Texas had
established her independence, a treaty was com.
cluded for the annexation of That Republie tuthe
United States, which was rejected by the Semle
Finally, on the 1st of March, 1845, Congress

of Mexico made serious threats of invading the
Texan territory. These threats became more

im a8 it became more apparent, in the pro-
gress of the guestion, that the people of Texas
would decide in faver of accepting the terms of

angexation ; and, finally, they had assumed such
a formidable characler, s induced both the Con-
gress and Convenlion of Texas to request thala
military foree should be sen( by the United States
inte her territory for the purpose of protecting
and defending her aguinal the threatened inve.
sion.

§t would have been a vislation of good faith
towards he people of Texan to have refuned to
afford the aid which lhl devired againat u threa.
tened invasion, to which they Lad beem exposed
by their free determimation to annex themselves
toomr Union, in compliance with the overture
made to them by 1the joint resolution of our

engrens.
Afcmlinlly. a perlion of the army was order-
ed 1o advewee imto Texas. Corpus Christi was

the position selscted by Genersl Tuylor. He
emcamped ?l.plu-i- Avgust, 1845, and the

of
o
of

in that position wotil the 110h
it moved westward

":unmmhm poov .3
opposite to Malamoras,
I-w" m:lo in

trapamitting the de of

at
1846,

Wren,

had passed,
- | wan v

passed a joint resolution for amexing her to the
Uaited o8, upon certain preliminary condi-
tions to which her assenit ﬂnﬂ;nivul The so-
lemnities which characterized the deliderations
and conduct of the government and peaple of Tex-
as, on the deeply interesting questions presented
these resofutions, are known 1o the world.
The Congress, the Executive, nud the people
of Texas, inn convention ebected for that pur-
sccepted with greal nuanimity the propo.
sed terms ol annexation; and thus consumated
on her part the great aet of rest to eur Fed.
eral Union & vaxt territory which had heen ce-
ded to Spaly by the Flarida treaty more than
quarter of a century before, ,
Atter the joint vesolation for the annexation
of Texas to the United States had been u:ud by
our Congress, the Mextean Minister at Washimg.
ton addressed & tiole to the Secretary af State,
bearing date on the 8th of March, 1818, protes-
ting against it as “an et of sggrrasion, 1he most
unjust which ean de found recorded in the anmals
of medern history, namely. that of despoiling »
friendly natiem, }ike Mexico, of a considers
portion of her tervitory ;' and protesting ageint
the resolution of swmexstion. as being wn ¥et

y insgvend ‘and
»

republic of Teras

continged to be; notwilhstanding il that

& provinee of Mevico. that this step

the Mevicen minister.

e effort had been 1

avaid (he war which followed but all had proved
wain.. All eorsttampte te preverve ha

ovince of Tesas, an inll(nl{

it B

) *
.
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Whilst deelining to reopen a distassion which
bad already. b BGEL Wt FEvIAG® B!
what was L\m _!:l'lh: ihf::iiw; “t -J.‘.'
bat} lofig wince achlevedher indepenidence, the
89"

Secrétury of Stale expressedihe regref of this
vernment that Mesfco ghould -have (ikt{ £ |
at the revoldtion of dnnesation passed by Con-
gress, and gave ussurance that our “most atrenu.
ous efforts should be devoted o (he amicab pl
Justment of gvery cause of complaint belw
the two governments, and fo the cultivation of
the kindest ahd most friendly relations between
the wister Fepublics " ; :

That 1 have neted in the spirit of this sssur-,
rance, will appear ‘from the events which- bave
since occorred  Notwithstanding Mexico had
ahioptly terminated all diplomatic intercourse
with the U, Staten. and ought, therefore. to have
been the first to ask for its resumption, yet, wai-
ving all eeremony, T embinced the earliest favar-
able eppertunity ‘"1 aseertain from the Mexican
government whether they would receive an en-
voy from the United States intiosted winth tull
power to adjust all the gnestions in dispufe be-
tween the twa governmeots,” In September,
1845, I believed the propitions moment for sneh
an overture had arrived. Texas, by the enthu.
siantic and almost wnanimons willof her people,
had pronounced in favor of annexation,

Mexico hersell bad agreed 1o acknwoledge
the independence nf Texas, subject to a condition
it in true, which she had no right 10 impoer and
no power to enforce.  The lust lingering hope
of Mrxico, if she still could have retained any,
that Texas wonld ever agein becomne one of ber
provinces. must bave been abandonsd,

The eombl of the United States ot the city of
Mexico, was, therefore, instrueted by the Secre-
tary of Btate on the 15ih of Septeniber, 1845, to
make the inquiry of the Mexican government.

The mqgiry was made, and on the 13th of Oc.
tober, 1845, the Minister of Foreign Afairs of
the Mexican government, ina note adilressed to
onr consul, gave, a favorable response, request.
ing, at the same time, that anr naval force might
be withdrawn from Vera Cruz while negotiations
should be penfling. Upon the receipl of this note
onr naval force was promptly withdrawn from
Vera Cruz. A minister was immediately ap.
pointed and departed 1o Mexico. Every thing
bore a promising esprct for & spredy and peace-
ful adinstment of all our difficulties.

At the date of my anniual message to Congress.
in Decemiber last, o donbt was entrriained but
that he would be received hy the Mesican go.
verrment, and the hope was cherished rhat all
cause of misunderstanding between the tworoun-
tries would be speedily removed In the corfi.
dent hone that such wonld be the result of his
mirsion, | informed Congress That 1 forbore at
that time to ‘‘recommend such nlterior measures
of redresa for the -rrnnrs and injuries we had 10
long borne, as it would bave bern proper 1a
make had no mich negatiation been infiftuted
To my surpriee and regret, the Mexican govern-
ment, though solemnly pledged 10 do so, upon
the arrival of onr minister in Mexico, refused tn
receive snd accredit him.

\When he reached Vera Cruz, on the 30th No-
vember, 1845, he fornd rhat the aspect of affaird
had imdergone an unhappy change. The povern.
ment of General Herrera, who was at that time
President of the republic, was toltering fo ifs
iall.  Generul Paredes (a mi'itary leader) had
manifested hiz determimntion to oveithrow The
government of Hlerrera, by amilitary revolution;
and one of the principal means which he employ-
ed to effeet Lin purpose, and render the govern.
ment of Herrera adious 10 the army and people
of Mexico, was by loudly candemning its deter.
mination 1o receive a minister of peace fiom the
United States, alleging that it was the intention
of Herrers, by a treaty with the United States,
to dismember the territory of Mexico, by ceding
away the department of 'lz-u;.

The gorevument of Herrera isbel eved to have
been well disposed 1o & pacific adjustment of ex-
isting difficulties ; but probably alarmed for its
own security, and in order to ward off the danger
of 1he revolution led by Parsdes, violated its so-
feron egrecment. and refised 1o recrive or acere:
At our ministery and this, although informed
that he had been invested with full power to ad-
jout all questions in dispute between the two go
vernments. * Awong the frivolous pretests for
this refusal, The principal one was, that our min-
ister had nol gone upen & special mission, con-
fined to the question of Texas alone, leaving all
the ewtrages upon our flag and onr citigens unre-
dressed.

The Mexican government well knew that both
our natienal bonor and the protertion doe 1o our
citigens imperatively required that the fwo ques-
tions of boundary and imdemnity ahould he trea-
ted of together, as naturally wnd inseparably
Llended, and they onght to have seen That this
conrse was best caleiitated to enable the United
States 1o exend to them the mast libersl justice.
On the 30th of Deermber. 1845, General Herrera
tesigned the presidency, and yielded op the go.
vernment to General Paredes withonta stroggle
Thus the revolution was accomplished wolely
by the army commanded by Favedes, and the s
preme power in Mesico passed into the hands of
a militaty nsurper, who was know to be bitterly
hostile 10 the United States,

Althongh the prospect of a pacific adjostmem
with the new governmen! was unpromising,
from the ¥vown hostility of i's head to the Uni-
ted States, yet, determined that norhing shon!d
b left un 'one op our pert to restore ﬁionﬂlr te.
Iations bet ween Yhe Two comntrien, otir minister
was instructed ta preves Bis eredentials to the
new government, and wsk 1o be acevedited by 0t
in the diplomatic ¢haracrer in which e had

i ed.  These msturtions he executed

eotTmisefon
by bis rote of the Vot of March, 1816, sddressed
to the Metican Minister of Fareign Afairs, but
his w5t way insultingly refsed by that minis-
ter in his answer of the 12th of thesame month.
No aRernative remained far anr minister but 10

drznu‘dhh paseports, and retum to the aited
Etates

Thing was the extranrdinary spectacle present.
*d 1p the civilized world, of & government, in
violation of fts oWn axpresw agieement, having
twice rejecied a minisler of peace., invested with
tull powers to adjust all the existing difference
between the lwe couatries ina -z:'}-t and

’ praze have
p- | been met by i and resistance on 1he part of
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conquer Tevas, Which heclaimed as o revolted |
provinee of Moxico. He had denoonced s guilty
of treason ail ‘those' Mexicans who condi
Texis s vo longer constitutingn of the ter-
titory of Mexico, and who were friendly to the
cavse of phace. . ’

The duration of the war which be waged a-
gainet the United States wad indelinite, bectuss
the end which bhe proposed, of the reconquest of
Teras, was hopeless.. Besiden; there was good
reason fo believe, from all his conduct; that it
was his inteution to convert the republicof Mexi.
coinfo x mo:m‘;l:y. ;uﬂ to “11:. ‘foreign E:‘rlo-

prince to throne. e tory to this
mhé had, during his short uh.m e he

‘ destroyed 1
liberty of the prees, tolerating that pﬂ.ml' it
only which openly advocated the establ ent

of » monarchy.

The better to secnre the snccess of his wlti-
mats desigos, he Lad, by sn' arbitrary decree,
convoked a Congress—not to be electad by the
free choice of the people, but to be chaosen ine
manner to make them subservient to his will,
and to give him absolute contrel over their de-
hberations

Under all these gircumsiances, it was believed
that any revolution in Mexico, fourded upon op-
position 1o the ambitiaus projects of Parades,
would 1end 1o promote the cause of peace as well
as prevent any attemptod Earopean interference
in the affairs of the Noith American continent—
bott objects of deep interest to the United
States.

Any such foreiga interference, if attempted,
must bave been resisted by the United States
My views upon that subject were fully commmu-
nieated 10 Congress in my last annusl message.
1n ey event, it wascerism thatno change what-
ever in the gnvernment of Mexico which would
deprive Parades of power could be for theworse,
#e (ar as the United States wereconcerned, wiitle
it was highly probable that any change must be
for the beller.

This was 1he state of affairs exist'ng when Con.
gress, on the 13th of May lomt, recognived the
existence of the war which had been commenced
by the goverrrmen of Paredes; and became an
ozjrrl of much importance, witha view 1o a
speedy settlement of an honorable ce, that
Paredes shenld pot retain pewer in Mexico.

Tefore that time were symptoms of a revoh-
tion in Merico, favored, as it was un to
be, by the nrore libeval party, and especially by
those who were opposed to foreign interference
el #o the monarchical form of goverrmment.

Santa Arma waes then in exile in Havana, bav-
ing been expelied from power and banivhed Trom
his country by a revelution which eeccurred in
December, 1844 ; but it was_ksown that he bad
still  consideratie pazty in his favor in Mexico.
1t was also equmily well kvown that no vigilance
which ranld be exerted by ouor squadron would,
in all probebility, have prevented him from ef:
fecting  landing somewhere on the extensive
pnll const of Mexico, if he desired ta retumn to
his comry.

Ye had openly professed en entire change of
policy; bad evpressed his regret that he had
subverted the federal constitution of 1824, and
avowed that he was now in favor of its vestora.
tion. He bad publicly declaved his hostility, in
the strongest terms, to the eatablishment of a
monarchy, and to European imtetference in the
effnirs of hia country.

Linfarmution 10 this eflect had been received,
frun eoutces believod to be reliable, at the date
ol the recoguition of the exstince ol the war
by Congress, und was atterwords fully confirm-
vd by ihe regeipt of the deeputch of our ennsul
in the ctiy o Mixico, wih the accompanying
documents, which are herewith transmitted,
Besides, A wae reavonable 1o suppose that he
mnss woe the ruinens consi quences to  Mexico
of & war with the United Stotes, and that it
wiukl be hisinteresl 1o favor peace,

11 was uniler \ese cireumstances and upon
these consideralions that it was deemed expedi-
vt ot to obetruct his return to Mexieo, should
he sttempt budo a0, Our object was the resto-
ration of peace ; and with that virw, N0 reasnn
wae pereeived why we should take part with
Parsdes, nnd aid Lim, by means of our blockude.
i preventing the return of his rival to Mexico.
On the vontrary, it was believed (kat the intes.
tine d.v e'one which ordimary sagecity could pot
but suticipaie as the fruil of Santa Anna's re-
turnto Mexico, and his cantest with Paredea,
might strongly tend to produce a disposition
with buth parties o reflore and ‘preserve jfoace
with the United Stules,

Paredes war a goldier by profession, and a
monsrzhind in prmemple,  Tle hod but receatly
b ore been ruccossful in a military revalution,
by which he had obtained power.  He was the
sworn enewy of the United States, with which
he bad inyulved bLis country in the existing
war, Nants Arna dmd been expelled trom pow.
er by the army. was known 1o be in open hos-
tily to Paredes, and publicly pledged sguinal
fareigw intervention sml the restovation ol ma.
parely in Mexiea,  In view ol these facts and
cireumstances it was, that, when arders were
ia-ued 10 the commander of our naval forces.in
the Galf, on the 15th of Moy last, only two days
ahier the existence of the war had been recog:
nisenl by Conrpress, 1o place the const of MeXico
under blockade, he wes directsd nat to obatoct
the passage of Santa Anns lo Mexico, shonld be
sllewmpt 1n return, L,

A rewilution um\.lnim hgumh‘:o ear-
ly part of August llowing, by w pow-
.i of Parides was pverthrown, and be has since
b en banistivg finm the conntry, and $e now
exile, Shortly sherwards Bants Anna return,
od,. It reniains 1o be recn whethar his relom

o pecifie

muy nol yot prove tn be ﬁm

sdjortment of \he exwling it :lh'
wnifestly his iuterest wol to persevere in tha
pmnu:udn war mﬂhﬁﬂmu
sceompluh a purprse an 8 as retok-
qurst of ‘Texss to the Babine: lhmvb

remuined 10 pover. it is morally eeriain thet
any pacific adjustment would heve been hope-

lers. +

"{Jpnll the commencement of hostilities by
Mexico spainst the Unitcd Btates, the indig-
nant spirit of the nation was st once aroused,
Congress 10 the expech.
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o Pacific hase beew. plechd undor bockade,
::.ﬂ m%im":rﬂ impom;t

wnu.' The reporis. - nte of
J[ and the Novy will inlerm. you more i de-
tail of the wessures sdopted.in the rmnrgency
in which our country was placed, and of the grae
tifgiog. cesulia which Lave been accomplished.

“The varions columms of the wemy have per
formed - their doty under great disacivantages,
with the most distinguished skill and enumge.
The victoriea of Palo Alto sad Remen de le
Palma, and of Monterey, won againel iy
superior numbrre, snd against most desided od-
vanteges i othee respocia ‘an the part of the
enemy, were brillisnt in their execation, end
entitleour brave vfficers amd soldieteto the grate-
ful thankes ot their countey. netion de-
plores the Josa of the brave officers and men
who have gallantly fallen while vindicsting
and defending their coaniry's rights and honor.

It is a subject. of price and eatisfaction, that
our volunieer eibizen moldiers, whao o prompily
responded to their country's enll, with an expe-
rienca of the discipline of a camp of 1mr13 n few
weeks, have borne their part in the hard fought
battle of Montersy with a constancy -and cou-
rage-equal Lo that ol veteran Lroope, and worthy
of the highest admiration. 'The privations of
long marches through the enemy’s country and
through a wilderness have been borne without
a murmer. By rapid movements, Lhe provinte
of New Mexico, with Banta Fe, its copital, has
been captured without bloodshed.

The navy has co-opersted with the army, and
reodered imporiam services—il not so brillisnt,
it is becaure the enemy had no lorce lo meet
them on their own element, and because of the
defences which nature has interposed in the dit-
fioulties of the navigation on the Mexican coast.
Our rquadron in the Pacific, with the co-opora-

tian of a gallant vfficer of the army, and u small
:ru hastily wl:“:ﬁd in that ditltl;_'l l:'oo;l:try.

ave acquired blondless possession of the Cal.
ﬁ:miu.q:rd the American flag has been raised
st every importent point in that proviece.

I congtatuinte you on the success which has
thus attended onr wilitary and naval operations.
Iu less than eeven months after Mexico com-
menced hestilities, st a time selected by herself,
we have taken posscssion of many of her prine
cipsl ports, driven back snd pursued Ler mva-
dmg nrmy, and acquired military possession of
the Mexican provinces of New Mexico, New
Leon, Coshuils, Tamavlipes, and the Califor-
niae, & territory lerger in #xtent than that am.
braced in the original thirteen States of the U-
nion, inhabited by n consideralile population, and
much ofit more than & thoveand miles from the
points at which we had to coliect our forces and
commence our movemente, By the blockede,
the import and exporl trede of the enemy ham
been cut off,

Well may the American people be proud. of
the energy and galhul7 of our reguler and vo.
lunteer &em eand solders, The evepws of
these few montha eflord a gratifying proof 1hat
our cuunliry oan, nader eny emergeney, confis
dently rely for the munintenance of ‘her honor,
and the defence of her I'IIIIIF. on on effective
force, ready a1 all times volutiturily to relinguish
the comforts of fiome for the perils and privas
tions of the camp. And though such a lorce
may be for the ume cxpensive, it s in the vil
economical, as the ability 1o commard it re-
moves the necessity of vploying s lavge sian-
ding army in time o peece, s1! proves that our
pecple love their institutions, and ere cver rea-
dy lo protect and delend them.

Whilst tha war was ina course of vigorous
and sucoemsful prosecution ng still arxions
to ergent fte evils, and o that, witer
the Lrilliant victories of ~ur »

Dih of May last, Ue nnioon
comprom:tted by it, anciiw

to Mexico, by my direcin |
Ingt, to rermmate hostilities Ly 0
honorable 10 both counivies, %
August following, the Moxioor
clined 1o accept ths fr o Crver !
fiered it 10 the decision ol w Moo o ver,
to be assembled 1 \he varky purt al the prosent
munth. I communicsis to yvou, berewil, u e
py ol the letter of the Secretary of Staiw piopo-
sing to reopen negatintions, of the snswer of L8
Mexican Government, sud of the reply thereto
of the Secretary of Btate.

The war will contioue to be proseculed willy
vigon, 18 ibe best means of securivg pesce. [t
i.'ﬂ:u that the degision of the Mexican Con-
gress, Lo which our ast overtore has sween te-
ferred, may result ina speedy, honoravle pence.
Wilh our experience, however, ol  the unrea-
sonable course of the Mexican suthorities, it is
the part of wisdom pot to relax in the energy
of vur mihtary operations uatil the result 19
wade known, In this view it i3 deemed impor-
tant 10 hold military possessian of al the pro-
vioces which bave been to'sen, until a defini-
live ireaty of peace shall have been concluded
ami ratified by the two ceuntriea,

‘l‘bowhubl.mt bc;: waged Wi::‘l view Lo
comguest | but bavi en commenced by Mex-
ico, i has been ur:fld ito the enemy’s eoon-

and will be vigorously prosecuted there,
with & view to ablain s hoovrable peace, and
theseby secure smple frdemniry for the expen-
ses of the war, 3s well 88 10 our much injured
giti who Yold large peguoiary demands

Hha
il e

By the Jawe of nalions w congquered \erritory
is subject to be goverped by the conguerer du-
m--ﬂm pov Ah’. snd until there is

l"-i"!l! O:J,m‘.b: n;lr O_:l'“ voluntarily
withdrew (rom civil government
necessarily gnpersedud, it is the right and
of the Pongmoror to secure hie L
10pravide, for the w.sintenance of civil order
and tha Vir ate of thie inhabitants,
iy iy ¢ S
, byour Y m n-
. oy oy :qu'u L
in the mme ces
Wwsimilating them es tar oo prectico -
inslitujions of our onunln“h.




