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PRESIDENT POLK.

Torke Scnate and House of
Representatives of the Uwited Stales :
It s to e a source of uaaffectod eatistaction
o mect the Representatives of the States and
the prople in Congress assembled, as it wil} be
A receive the add of their combined wislom in
Ak abunmistration of pnblic affsira, I per.
Tarmiag, for the first liae, the duty imposed on
aue by the Canstitgvion, of giving to you infar-
fation of the Bisto of the Unton, smd.recom.
awinding to your consideration such wensures
Gean my Judpment are necessary and expedient
1 am bappy that | ean enngm'ufalo you on the
contmurd prasperity of our eonntry,  Under
1he blessing of Divine Providence and the b
s infuence of our free institutions, it stanis

Uetues the world a epectacle of nativnnl Lappic

nrea,

With onr nnexampled advancement i wll the
sements of antienal gredtness, the nffeatinn of
the people is conficmed for the uiion of e
States, and for the doetrines of popular liberiy,
which Tie nt the foundation of our government,

It becomes us, in humilty, ta make onr de.
vout sekbowledgements to the Supreme Ruler
ot Univarse, lor the iuestimnnble civil andre-
srrous blessings with which wears favored,

Tn calling the sttention of Cong ress to ong re-
latioons with foreign Powers, 1 o geatitied 10
ter mhle to state, that, Usough with gome of them
there have existed since your last session seris
o canses of jritation and misunderstanding,
¥t no netual hostilities have taken place.  A-
dopting the mnxim in the condiuet of oor foreign

riinirs, to “ask nothing that jenot right, snd sube |

aut to nothing that is weong," it has been my

Afxious desire to preserva peace with all na. |

Tions; but, at the same time, to he prepared to
resist apgreasion, and to maintein all our just
righits,

An poarsusnes of the psint resolution of Con-
irrees, “for wnnexing Texas to the Uaited
Stetes" my predecessor, an the third doy of

Marely, 1845, cleeted to submit the first and se- |

cond sections of that resolution to e repnblie

of Texes, as an averlure, on.the part «of the U. |

nited States, for ber adwmigsion of o State into
oy Unjon.  This elestion | approved, and ac-
cuttiingly «he Charge d'Affeires of the Uyited
Yintes i Toxas, under the instructions of the

teawa of March, 1845, presented these rections

of the resolution for the acceptance of that re-
public.  The Executive government, the Cone
wress, wnd the peaple of Texas in Convention,
binve suecessively caomplied with all the terins
Api conditions of the joint resolution, A eon-
sutution for the government of tie State of Tex-
us formed iy & convention of deputies, is heres
with daul hefore Cangress. It 1% well koown,
nla, that the peaple of Texns nt the polls hnee
necopled the terwms of annexation; and ratified
the canstitution,

I evmmunieate to Congress the correspondence
hotweon tne Sceretary of Stute and our Charge

WA Ruires in Texas, and alen the corresaordence |

uf the latter with the anthoritios of Texas, 1o
eether with the official deeuments transwnitted
L hn 1o s own oovernment.

The terms of annexation wihich were offored
by the ' Stuges huving buen accepted by Texng,
the public faith of buth parties w solemnly pleged
ti the compaetortheir union.  Nothing rewmaine
o ponswinate the event, bt the passage of an
nct by Congress o adoit the State of Texae in-
tothe Union apon an equal footing with the ori-
ginal Sistes,  Strong reasons exist why this
should be done at on early perid of the spssin.
It will be observed that, by the constitution «f
Texas, the existing covernment js only contin
ues temporarily till Congress ean net ; and that
the thied Monday of the present month is the
duy nppointed for helding the first genera] elre-
tion. O that day o governor, a lewtenant oy
rrnor, amid both brunchee of the legislature wiil
Lie shosen by the peopie.

The Peesidents of Texaz ia roquired, imnes
dately after the recoipt of uilieis] information
that the new State has been admitted into cor
L'ivien by Congress to convenethe Legislature;
el npon ile meetine, the existing governinent
Witk e euperseded, and ihe Blate government
argpavized. Quest oas derply interesting to Tox.
w4, in corrmon withitie othier States; the extro .
swon of our revsuue lawe nad judicial systom
over her poaple ann territory, ns weil as noa.

sures of n loeal eharneter, will clziom the early

nttention of Congress; nnd, therefore, upon every
prineiple of republican government, she ounght
tohe represented in that body without paneess.
sary delev, | cannot too earnestly rasomaen.
pranpt action ng this mmportant subjeat,

As foon us the act to adinit "'exos asa State
thall be passed, the union of the two republics
will be  cousumated by their own voluntary
consent,

This aceeseion to our territory hns been a
Llandless uchievement.  Noarm of furce lins
heen mised 10 produce the result.  The sword
hinsliad no pott in the victory,  "Wa have nat
roaglit to extend onr territorial possessions by
comquest, o7 our republicain institutions aver a
rotuctant prople. 1t was the deliberate hoonze
of egch penple to the great principle of our fe-
LOTative union,

il we consider the extent of territory invol-
viad in the annexation—i1s prospective influsnce
on Amssies—1the mesns by which it bas been
aceamplished, springing purely from the choice
i the peaple themsclves to shace the blessings
ol aur union,—ihe fnstory of the world may be
challenged o furnish n parallel.

“The jurisdiction of the United Statea, which
et the formation of the federal constitntion was
bounded by the St Mary's, on the Atlantic hns
possed the eapes of Florude, and been peoce-
filly extended to the Del Norte,  In eontem-
plating the grandear of this event, it 18 pot te be
furgottsa that the result was nchieved in despite
of the diglomatie interferince of Puropean mo-
narchien.  Even France—the country which
had been our ancient slly—the country which
bne 3 cammon jgtercet with us in waimainmg
the frocdam of e sons—the country which, by
the cession of Losisinn, Srat opened 10 us ne-
cess 1o the Gulf of Mexico—the country with

whieh we ave been every veur Ceawing more |

and more elesely the nds of sucerssful comn-
ineree—most unexpected by, and 10 our anfagned
regret, took part o en eflort 1o prevent snnexa-
tan, s W dmpoge v Toxns, ns 8 condition of

the recogaiiion of ner independence by Mexien,
that she would never jos hersell W the United |

Stales,

Wa mnay tvpiice that the tenngoi! and pervad. |

g wiluence uf the Ancoean pringiple of selfs
povarnment swas sidiigront Lo detest the porposes
of Beitish and Froneh ot oivronae, and that the
abnet UBARIMONS voice of the people of Trxas
bag given to that inteclerence o pescaful and
effeetive reboke,  Fron their example, uro.
pesn governmrnt'® nay esin haw vamn diplos
AL Brts and INITIEURE st ever prove upon
tha vontent, againet that system of selfgo-
vermineat whiol seems natural 1o cor sodd, sud
whieh will ever resnd foreign atetlvrence

Tosanle Teaus, B du pot doatit that & hlersd U on tie toenty fifih duy of August, 1810, Their ' cbtain the nioney,

=

| and generous epicit will sctuate Congrees in all
1 4hat concerns her interests and prosperity, and
|4t she will pever lisve cause Lo regret that she
| Bagwnited her “lone star” o our glorious con-
stellution, i
| Lregvet toinform fyml that our relations with
DMexten snce your (st ecssion, have not been
of the nupenbile charmeter which it is our desire
[toeultivaie with all foreign nations,  On the
| #ixth day of March laet, the Mexiean Fuvoy Ex.
traordinary snd Migister Plesipotentiney to the
| United Stutes wde o formal profest, i the
| nawie o) s government, ogainst the Juint rosos
latien puseed by Congresa, “or the snnexation
ol Pexas tothe United Statee,” which e ¢hiose
{ to regned as a violston of the riglos of Mexies,
and i coneguence of ot e demanded his
pussports, e was fnformed that the povern-
went of the United Swtes did not consider s
Jomt resulition sd A violaion of any of the
wghte of Mexieo, or that it afforded any jusi
enuse of otfence o s governnent § tint e re-
publlic vl Texns wos an jodependent power, ows

mg no allegivnes 1o Moxico, snd constitnting
na et of hee terrtory or vightinl sovereignay |

and purisdiction,

Lie was aleo ascured that it wos the <geere
desire of this governtnoent to mainta i with that
ol Mexico relations .of peace wm! gocd wnder-
standvag,  Thatfunctionarv, b, wever, notwithes
standing these represeniat,ons and assursroos,
abruptly terminated lits mission, und =horily af-
terwards left the country.  Our Enviy Extea-
ordinaey and Miister Plenipotentiorg to Mexco
was refused nil officis] intereonrse with thnt po.
vernmeat, end, after remnining seve ral tnonthe,
by the periniesion of s own goverment, fie
retoraed o the United States, 'l'lu-n.. by the
nets of Mexico, all diplomutie interconre Les
twern the two conntries was saspeidod,

Sinee that time Mexico has, natil reenntly,
pocempred an wititade  of hosuly wwinrds the
United Stotes—-hLas been marshalling and organ-
ing wrintes, issting prodlomations, aml avow-
g the intention to muke war on the United
| States, eitherby an open declamion, or by in.
vading Texns, Both the Congress nnd the Con-
vention of the people of Toxas invited this Go-
venment to send anarmy iuto that territory. 1o
protect anill deter d thew sgnivst the wionneed
attnck, "Te yaoment the terms of annexation,
offered Ly the United Stutes, were sccepled by

Texas, the lutter heeame so fire n pait ofour cwn
countey, as to make it our Guty o alivrd =uch
protection and defence,

1 theretore deemed it proper, ne s precantion.
ary mesenre, to order a strone squndron o the
consts of Mexien, and 10 concegteatenn etlicmint
military furee on the western frontoe of Texns,
Ourarmy wis ordered to tuke positon i 1he

conntry between the Noeees and the el Norte,
Cand torepel any invasion of the Tesan terito.

ry whieh aight be attomptial by the Moxocun

forees.  Our squndron in the Goll was onfeped
| to co-operate with thearmy.  Dat thoogh our
aroy and pavy were placed o position to des
fend onr awn and the righis of Texues, they were
ordered 1o commit no et of hiostiliy ngainay
Mexien, nnless shie di olared war, or wae hereelf
the nggressor by striking the firet blow,  "The
result has been, that Mexieo  has made po ag-
gressive movement, aud oure miltory and toval
commanders Love execnted their niders with
sueh digeretiop, that thie nevee of the two e
publios has pot been disturbed,

Texaa had declared her mdopendenes, nnd
maintained 11 by lier wrns e were than time
years.  She Los bad an cegnnzod o verrment
i suecesstal operation dueing that jencd. Tlor
seprrato existence, psnn independont State, Lad
bren recognized by the Unnted Bawies enid
the principal powers of urepe.  Treniios ol
cummeres sud navieation bad heen eonelnded
with her by difforent pations, ned it hagd become
manifest o the whole worli tint suy tarther at-
tennt on e part of Mexico to conaner Ler, or
overthow  her  government, wonld be vain,
Fven Mexica herselt had becone satishfied of
Whis fact 2 aod while the questipn of annexalion
wae pending belore the poogle of Texss, during
the past sunpner, the sovermment of Mexico, by
n formal netagreed 1o recognize the mdepen
dence of Texas on eondiion that she wonld not
annex hereolt to oy other power.  "he neren.
ment to achnowledea the s pervdence of
Texne, whether withh or withopt 1008 eondition,
is conelusiva Rpainst Mot Whis sl pen
Urnea uf Texas t&n taet eoneeded by
horselfy pid she bad oo 2200 or wathionny to pre-

Aix e

which Texas might slleraends Chioe to ps
tume,
But thongh Mexien onpnet ecompain of the
United States on account of the s exation of
Pfpang, it is 1o be regntted that senous onises
of misnnderstanding bitween the tan countins
continue to exist, growmg it of urdresced
injuries inflicted by the Sl xican autlhoniti s snd
peopie on the pereotis end pruerty o eitizensol
the United Stnteg, thouzh o louys eenivs of years,
Mexicu bog admitted theee infuriss, but Las nes
glected and refused to vopiir them Such wWas
the character of the wrones, and sueh the o-

sulta repeatedly oftered to Amesicon citizens

ond the Amencan flag by Mexico, i palpable
violation of the laws o nutions anid the trosty
betweon the two counties o1 the 5ih of Apnil,
J=31, thet thoy heyve bocnrepeatdly brouglt to
the notice of Cangress by my predicerars.

As carly ag the eight of Pebruiny, 1507, the
President of the Unitedd States deeluped o
message lo Congress, thet e Jepoth ol tam
sinea rane of the injneies buve boen comnotted

{ the repeated and unaviling npploations lor re-
dregs, the wanton eharactor of sosne o F the cut-
rages upon the persons wmdd pripecty of oo
tizens, upon the officers s "n;g ol the Vnited
‘Etater, independent of recint lenits o e po.
vernment and people by the lwre Egveeadmnry
Mexican Minwster, would jostity fn the vies
all nations immediote war " Lhe dud e, Lo
ever, recomnnend an vedinte pesort 1a e
extreme measure, wlich, be declared, “ehiouid
ot be uzed by just and poncroes pations co fi
ding in their strepgth for podurios pomnatied, of
it ean be honorably mveddid s but, o a spictt o
torbearzuce, proposed that avetber dogad be

innde on Mexico for that podeess wiioh bad boen

80 long and upjustly wilheld

11 these views, committees of the v Honses
of UCongress, in reports tonde o the rospadlive
bodies, eoncurred.  Niee these proceedings
more than cight years have elopsed, durng
whieh, in addition to the wrongs then eomplaim.
ed of, others of an aggravated character have
been eorpmitted on the persons xnd property of
our eitizens A specinl azent wan aent to Mex-
ieo in the summer of 185, with fall authoraty to
wake wnsther and finnl ‘demand for redress

[ Tue demand wes made; the Mexican govern.
went prowised to repatr the wrongs of which

Cwe compleined ; and alter much delay, a treaty

Cof indemnity with thet view was concluded be.
tween thie two Powers on the eleventh of April,

L

1=, and was duly ratificd by both governments. |

[ty this treaty a jant eommission was created
|ty wdjudieste and decule on the elainie of Ame-
[ rean etizene on e government of Mexen,

The commprion wae organzed ot Washington

N

goribie restrict.ons as 1o the furm o coverpment !

time wae limited to cighteen monthe, at the ex-
piration of which they had sdjudicated nod de-

| ond sixty-
[ United States ogainet the Mescun government,
leaving a large nmaunt of claimes undeeided, Of

2 _= - - - —

never to have been actually paid by the govern- |
meat of Mexien to the agent, snd e that govern-

cided claims amonnting to two millivns twentys & ment bas not theretore  been  teleased so a8 1o
| 8i% thousnnd one hundred and thirty-nine dollara | dicchorge the eloim, | do not feel myself war-
eight cents in favor of citizens of the | ranted in directin

|

paynrent to be mode the |
cluimonts out of the tressury, without further |
legielation,  ‘Their case, is, undoubtly, one of

the Iatter, the American commissioners lind de« | much hardehips and it remains for Congress to |
Ledded in fuvor ol our citizens, €lavns amounting | deciae whether any, and what relief onght to
I to nine Lomlred snd twenty-eigbit thousand «ix | be pranted to them.  Our minister to Mexico

Bvdved and twenty-seven dullnrs nnd cighty-
cight cents, which were kit unacted on by the
wipre anthorized Ly the trenty,  Sull furthar
clatoos, mimonnting Lo setween three sod four
aiblaone of dollers, were submitted to the bond
too Jute to be consdored, und were left nudis-
pusad ol

B St ol twn e Hions twenty-sie thousarid
pne Lundred wid thiry e dollors snd sixty -
elght centa, decided by the bonrd, Wos & Ligui-
dated and nseertmined debt doe by Mioxco o the
Clattoni e, fed there was no just fikble froeon
for dedoying iy pay ment vecording o the tere
efine tronty. 10 wne not, however, pad, Mexe
to dgpied for further indulgenee § oy in that
epirit of Liberality and furbearsoen whica e
ever marked the policy of the United States to-
warde thut republie, the coquest was granted §
and, on the 300 ot dupnury, 1=43 a new trenty
wae coneludi .

By this arenty it was provided, that the inte.
rest due vo the awards in fvar of claunents
pnder the convention of the Lt Aprl, 1550,
slonhd be puid on the St of Aprily 1543 ; and
that “the prineipal of the seid owoide, and the
interest nrtsieg Whereon, shall be pand in Gy
| vesra i egunhinstalments « viny three months ;

ound peading wt Woshington between the Unte

| e said torin ol ve yeors 1o comimenee on the

S hday of Aprily 188, as wtoresand " The -
terest dueoon the L doy of Aprll, 15438, and
the three first of the twenty ontalinents, hnve
Geen prid. Seventeen of thise wstalnouts e
win nepid, seven ot wheeh sre naw due,

The clowns which ware left unideen'od by the
it conmiss don, gmonnting to mere than theee
wmitlions of doilars, togother with other elatms
ter spolibons on the preperty of our et zens,
wore subeciquently presented (o the 8hoxiean
aovernment bor paypient, and were o tar rece a-
pized, that s treaty, prov ding for thelr exumin-
o snd settlement by a Joint enimmisson, was

corchuled and sioned ut Mexcoon the 200k day -

of Novowher, 1S4 "Tis freaty was rat fiod
oy the United Sintes, with eoita o amemdn ente,
e which no just exceptten conlid Luyve boep
teken s bt it has not yvet reecived the ratfica-
tot of the Mexican government,

In the mean tune cur citizens, who suflered
srent boeses, and some of whom have heen roes
vueed froo stluetee to mnkropteyonre without
reined v untees Theie riglits ba eotoroed by thier
goventment,. Such o eontinued nod wnprovikeod
serv ¥ of wronge eouid never have been toleras
Lo by the Uoated Swtes, Lind they boen coms
wsitted Ly ane ol the priveipal uationeo! Burcpe.
Mexico wase, bowever, n neighboring sister re
privie, which, tollowing aur examipte, Lad nelie.
ved hier indeprndence, and for whose siceess
and prosperity nll onr svinpatlies were early
enlisted, The United Sistes were the first 10
recoamze her independenee, sud to recoive here
wto the fermily of nations, and have ever Leen
dosirons of enltivating with her a good wpedey.
staraling,  We huve, therefore, borne the re.
pented wiongs she has commttod, with greal
paticsen, in the hope that & roturoing sense of
Justice won'd oltite!y auide hee counetls, and
that we mght, it pesgible, Konoenhly svold any
hiostile collswn with her.

Without the provoous amtherty of Conprees,
the Fa cutive jomsessid Bo power to adopt or

en'orce adequute remvdics for the wgnnies we
hud suffered, or to do more than be prepared to |

repel the threstened npgrescion on the part of
Mixuwo. Atter vur srmy erd pevy bad re-
waned o the teomtier and eoast= of Mox en for
moany wee ke, withonut apy Logtle movemment on
her part, thoush her menneis were continned,
| sis wtned 1 pmportant to put an end, if po:sible,
totius siate of tonge, W ahothie view, Teansed
steps to Lo taken, o the paoth of September
ety to sscertin d stinetiv, aod moan suthe ptie
e, whnt the desigus oF the Miexiean govern.
ment vere s whether it wag thor intenton e
deelnre wor, or mviale ‘Texas, oF wilcther they
were Qiaposed to adipst aod sottle, 1 nn aien-
e mabnier, the prmdieg difference betsoon the
TG Ganpr e,

On the 4 of Novepber an officin! spewrer
wasrecoived, that the Mo xenn goverviment con-
sottedd to renew the diplometic relations wlach
had oo n suspordded 1o Marel last, and tor thiot
purpose were willipg tosreped ta wnister from
the Uotted Sentes, Wath a o sines re desire to
preserve peace, and restore relatins of good un.
derstanding between the two republics, | waived
sl corvmuony as 1o the manner ot tenew ing diply-
wnt.e interconrse betweon them ;o oud, seminimgz
the initiative, co the tenth al Nevembor o di
tpguished etzen of Tonisiana wus nppeinted
Euvoy Extreorcieary end Ministee Plonipotens
vary to Mexico, clothed wath (il powers o ad-
st wndd defiivvely settle wll poodieg dide rens
vos between the two ecantnes, inelndieg those
of boundury between Mexico aud ilie State of
Vo xne,

The maaster 0[;.;&6-!! d has set out on hus
weesion, amd e probally by thos tioe wear the
Mexenn eapiinl,  He has boen instructed to
brirg the pegotintion with which he 18 charged
toon copelusion st the eariiest praetiesble period,
which, it is expeeted, will be i tupe to ennhle
wie o eomtummente the vesall o Corgross du.
ring the present sesson. Upti! that result a-
krown, 1 terbenre to recommend to Conpeoss
el witerier menstun s of pedeess tor the wropes
nid i ee we bave m long borie, as 1t would
L ) |'1l' pur o moke had oo such negotiten,

Cipgress nppropriated, st the lost seesum, the
sann ol o banored and sevepty five thoeand
dollnrs for the paymentof the Apnil snd July m-
etabmemts of i Mexiean andonnities tor the
venr 154 ¢ Provided it sholl be seeertimned tn
T satistoetbomy of the ‘\(11!'i’(‘hl’l-_‘[-"'l’“".“!" thut
il wstahments have boen paid by the Mexocan
govrrnmenl o e pgent pppointed Ty the Upg-
Tl Stales o reccive e e, o sueh siannes
as todisshwepe all elaimon the Mo xean povere.
et and snul azent ta be delingaent i eenots
Vin g the wene ¥ 10 the United Bratee”

Tlheunseithid state of vur relations with Mex
ien has iovelved this sulject in much mystery
The fiest imtormation, in an suthente lim, from
the agent of the United States, appointed under
the admisteation of wmy predecessor, was ro-
ecived at the State Department on the Uth of
| Novomber fnet. This is contained in a letter,
dated the 15th of Oetober, addrogsed by hin 1o

one ol our eitizens then in Mexico, with the

view of having it eaommuoniested to that depart.
{ment. From tho it appears that the sgent, on
| the 20th of Neptember, 1844, gave a receipt to
[ the teensury of Mexico for the smount of the
| April wnd Ju'y instalments of the indemanity.
In the game communication, however, he as-
| #cris that he had not received a single dollar in
esab ; but that be holds such securities ns war-

ranted him wt the tine of giving the receipt, and

bas been instroted to ascertain the faots of the
cure frem the Moxican government, in en au.
thentie nnd official form, and repnrl the result
with ss hittle delry as possible,

My attention wee ently directed to the nege-
timtian, whichy on the fourth  of March !, 1

ted States nod Gront Breitnin, on the subjeet of
the Oregon Territory, Thres sevem] nttempts
hid be previonely made 1o settle the yiestions
i dispute etwien B two ccunttier, b nepos
tintien, upon the prineiple of compromdee o but
ench had proved npeneersiil,

Thesa negotintions tock ploee st Londop, in
the years 1=18, I8l and 10265 the two first
undor the odoministgatimsiot Mre. Munsoe, nod the
st mider that Mre. Adams,  Tle uegotistion
ot ISIR G vine fuiled to aeecmplish  its ohject,
resulted 16 the eonvention of the twontieth of
October of that year. By third article of that
r II\'{‘IIT'iIIIl. it was “ugreed, thnt any conutry
that ey be elagned by cither pany on the
north west cous® ol America, westward o the
Stony o, shall, wogether wiilins Lar.
Lors, baye, andered ke, snd the npvigstion of sl
rovers within the snme the freo and opes for e
(e of ton years from the  dute of the siprans
tare of the present conventinn, 1o the vesaele, |
cilizens, and fuljeets of the two Powers § it
being well understood that this agreement i»
nit to e eanstied to the prejudics of sy
clnim which esher ol the two logh cantraeting
prarties mny hnve to any part of the said countiy,
et #hall 1 be tnken 1o stleet the elains of any
othir Power or State 1o any  part ol the said
conntey 5 the anly objeet of the high eontrnet-
ing parties o that  respect being, to prevent
digputes and differeners among themeelyes,”

The nepotinticn of 1530 was proilnetive af
noresn t, and the conventivnol 1512 was Joft
unclanged,

I'he ne gotiation of 1220, liavipo elea faded 1o
effiet an nd igtnient by eompromdse, reoalted in
the vonventwnol Anpost the gxih, 1527 by
whiel it was toreed to eantinne of tie %] ar
tiele o the cotvontion of the AWnh of et bor
1VEE cond Bt was farther provided, thing it siall
b competent, hiowever, th cither of the con
teacting partics i case either shoald fhink fi,
wtany tme after the 200h ot Optabor, 15US, on
oy g duepotice of 12 months (o the athvr eons
tracting panty, to nnonl and sbeoagabe iz enpe
vention s and it shallan eveh ezee, Ve necirnd.
wely antitely anoulled snd abregated after the
expiration of thesaul terin of nones,”

Fnthess attvangts toadjost the controversy,
tho pnenllel of the 10th degree of patth Lati-
tide hnd been offered by the Upited Stytecty
Greent Britain, and in those of =18 and 1526,
with a forther conersgion of the 1ree yoy gation
of the Colembie niver routh of that latitude,
The paraliclof the A0, dogree, romthe Bocky
mosninipee toite igloreeerion with the poartlione.
termest Hevneh Of BB Clliabin, ond e ok
down the elamnncl of the river th the xeny hinl
boen offered by Grent Dritain, with an aild tion
afa small depehod territory north of the Ua.
lumbin, Eaeh of theso peapnaitions liad beesn re-
Jected by (ho parfies pepectively,

I Ocraber, 1548, tle Envoy Extisordiney wrl
Minister Plonipotestiory of he United States o
London wa: awhorzd o make a similie . Tr o
these made 1n 1818 ent 1858, Thos Le

stiml

Cqguetion, when the niogociation was ghort's afier.

wa Jdx eosfenred to Warhingion 5 aedl on the 2320
of Auguet, 1844, wois fnnlly openad, unter (le
diectiin of my intinedinte prediccaor, Like !
the prevto us negreintions, it was Lnsed opon ptin.
ciples of “compromises” and the avowed purp se of
the poties whs <t troat of the vespective claims of
the two conntriss 1o the (hegon territory, with the
views 1o gstubiish a permenent boundery bevern
thean wistward of the Kocky siountans to the | as
ciffe ocony,™

Aceo divgly, ontie 26h of Aogrer, 1811, the
Potich pleniporentiny o fferedto o vioe the regon
territory. by the 45ih panslivl of vorh Ia voule,
fromothe Hocky moowitui e o the paipt of b mter
section with the portten tornmest hraneh of the Coe
Toae bha peer, mad thepee lowt that rvey 1o the
w8 leaving the bee n vig<tion of the riveor th be
erjored inoean mun by both parties—il & countiy
south of this e 1o beling tothe Tnied MBiates,
avd bt eorth of it ra Grent Dectain, AL the same
time b prorosed,in addiion, to vie'd o the -
el States w detachod termtogy, north of the Cos
Dombiy, extopdi g slovg the PPacifle  and  ihe
Stenita of Foew, fon Dulfingh’s hatbor inciusive,
to Hood's oanal, and 1o m.bie free 10 the 1 ied
Statvsang port or ports ¢ wh of liitude 48 e
arves, which they mig"t de-ice. el r on the main
il or an Quadia o Yancouvers istand,

Witlithe execpion of the free poits, this was
the same ofior which had been made by the Brsish,
wid sctectod by the Amrican govornmunt in the
e tintion of JEI6. Fhis proposition was  pros
&l ;Iy u-.;r\'f.ll by the American |-|rll'|-wh'l1lml'\ (1]
e day o was submitl,  This wae e ouly 1
position of vompromise offvred by Br tsh plenapes
teptiare.  Tle proposivon on the part of Gt
Boitsin having been rejecid, the Heiti-h plenipo
tentiney requested thut o proposal shoold bg mds
by the United Srates for van equitabie adjustment
of the §oos (T

W!en Teame into office. 1 futind this 10 b the
stite o the pegonwion,  ‘Thengh votermining
tee eeitled e nvcton thetthie Banish poetonsions
vl tirle eould not b ma ntwined e any portior of
the Drewin torarory mpon any prineiple of publie
law reecgoop d by antiors, yet in defercner to what
Ll bovy slone by iny | redecessors, and espiciadiv i
cotsideration that poepe ns eotiprisn had
Lecw thinee made by two preveding sdndpitoations,
o ot the gaest om o the parsilel of 49 degrees,
wipd dn tee ot e vieading 1o Gioeat Bitan e
fion vawigation of the o lundie, and th 1 the fni.
g negeatation hisd teen mmenesd o the Le
sim o comguommiee, I devaned ot t= v do v not
alitiptty 1o break it wif.
' L
s of bsik and 1525, the etizens ang subyevis
ol the twiy Powsrs helidl o jornt oeeupancy of the
sonntey. ! was induced 1o make another #fior to
seitle this long pending rontroversy in the spint
of moderation which had given birth to the re
newed discussion, A propesition was accord. |

ol

ottmirherntiom thnt nindder e eanven-

1

Diegly made, which was pejected by the British

plenipotentiary, who, without submitting any
other proposition, suffered the negotiation oo his
part 1o drop, expressing his trust that the United
States would offer what e saw it 1o eall 'some

furthier proposal for the settlement of the Oregon

question, more consistent with fairness and equis
ty, and with the reasonable expeciations of the
British government '

The proposition thus offered and rejected re-
peated the offer of the parclle! of forty-nine de-

| grees of porth latitude, which had heen made by

two preceding administrations, but withaut pro.
posing 1o surrerder to Great Britain, a8 they had
dane, the (ree navigation of the Columbia river,
The right of wny foreign power to the {ree navi.

entertaiss no doubt but thet he will eventunlly | gution of any ef our rivers, throueh the heart of

| the importance of extahlishing siuch & mail

As thore instalmente pppear | cur ceuntey, wes opg whooh wae wnwilling 1o

o= o et

concede. It also embraced o provision to make
free to Grent Britain any port of ports on cape
of Quadra and Vancouver's Inland, south of this |
parallel.  Had this been o new question, coming
under discussion for the first time, this proposi. |
tion would ot have been made,

‘T'he exiraordinary wund wholly insd missible de-
munds of the Brtivh Government, and the rejecs |
tion of the proposition made in deleronce alonn 1o
what had boen done by my prodesessors, and the |
imy b obligation which ther actw seemed 10 i
pore, ntfond satisinctory evidenes that no eompri-
tiwe which the United Binter rarghit 1o acew; 1, enn
be cfiveted.  Wath this conviction, the proj<sition
of eompicmive which hnd Leen made and rjected,
waw, by my dircetian, subsequent’y withdruw i, snd
our title 1o the whole D:egon Territory asaeried,

| and, o is believed, miintaiaed Ly irrefisgable facts

and srgominte:

The civilized world will ses i these nroces!
ivgs a spirit of lileral concession ou thy jait ol
the United States; wnd this govarnment will Le
reheved from ull rnr-m;..ihilii_v which may llow
thie tutlure to settle the contraversy

All atterps ot compromive having fuiled it
bovomes the doty of Congress 1o eonsider wha!
mvasvies it may be proper to adopt tor the secie
fity sl protection af our eitizens now ihubit
ing, or who may Lereafter inhabit Ovegon, and
ior the maintenance of our just title to that ter
fitory.  In adopting measures for this purpose,
cate vhould be tuken thet nothicg be done te vin.
late the stipelations of the convenlion of 1827,
which is 11l in foree

Tl fanth of theativs, in their letter and spirid,
bas ever been, and, L toust, swill ever be, scrapn.
Innsly abserved by the Vnited States. LU

{0}

Cthnt convention, a Year s natiee g reguired 1o be

given by ethier puity to the other, bofore the
Jnt accupuney shall torviinate, sad begtore el
ther von righttally assort or cxercise exclusive
juriscbietion over any portion of the tertitory
Thie votice it would, in iy judzment, be proper
toogve sndd revoragne i that peovision be mmada
by liw for saving it aecordingls, aod terming
ting. in this manucr, the convention of the dth
O Sl ISy

It will become proper for Congress to detes-
wifne what legislation thoy con, in the mean titne
adipt avathout violating this convention. Beyoni!
all question, the protection of onr faws and onr
urisdiction, vl amd eriminnl, ousht 1o bie e
el “'.o':. exlendad over onr citizeas in o« Yregim
A | ey i e had Just chnse to .-nrnp?ai:a of our lone
negloet in this paiticolar, and have, In conep-
guenee, beon compellad for their gwn security
aud protection, to establish o provisions! govern-
tnent tor themselves.  Strong in their alleginner
and andent o their attachment 1o the Unitad
States, they have boon thus east upontheir own
e Fhey nre fnxtons that o lows
clottld be extended aver them and I recons
That ths bedaae Ly Congrers with ns Hittle de
us possilile,

Wy
i the [nil extent to which the By
tish Parlimment bava ploéesded in roagid o 'y

tich subijrte in that territory, by thair ae7 ot

v the 2L 1824, for regnlating Yhe fur-tvalle, amd
"u':"-‘ﬁ!h.t A epiminad and sl jmaisithetion
Withln eeptain partg of Nosti Amoricy ™

Py this artGreat Eritain extended hor Ty

o yunssdietion, vivil and eriminnl over her wnb.
_1:!'-':" L L1 sl b fup-teade o tha territon ¥ o
by it the conpts of the proviuce of Upper Cuna
da were empowered 1o take cornizance of rauses
civil nnd eriomal Justices of 1y penes and o
ther jullieis! officers weie aathoriced to be ap- |
poited fn Opegon, with power to vzecutr all

provess ssuing from the conrts of that provinee
and to st nod hold courtys of record (or tha 11inl
of erimingl offences and nisdemeanors,”’ not
minde the subijoet of eapital punishment, and also
of etvil casea, whore the canse of avtion shall not
cexermlin value the antount or sum el 1wo Lt
Yreatt rosnis st
euant to the date of this net of Pariia:
aozrant was made from the © Pritish crovn
Indson's Pay Cotopany, of the exelusive
mowith the Indian tribes v the Opswan tegi).
te rulijeet to a reservation tuat it shall pot o
winte to the exclusion “af the subijeets of wuy
ioreign States who, under or by foree of any von-
vention fer the tire oz, between us and such
toreign =tates respiectively, may beentitlad to
aid shall be sngaged in, the sdid trade ™
It is much to be regretted that, while ondes
tins aet Pritesh subjects Lave enjoyved the protec:
tion of British Taws and Briti=h jodivial toilanals
thioughout the whele Oregon, American eitizens
in the snme tespitory. have Ft:ln'_\’c‘li na such pios
tection from their geveinment At the
time, the result 1netrntes the charaster of our
praple and their institutions  Inspitearibis ne
glect, they have maltiplivd, and their number is
ragiilly inereasivg inthat tervitory. They have
wnds no anpeal to arms, bot hive peacelally fir-
tifivd themselves in theie new homes, by the g-
doption of republican institutions for themseives,
furnishing another exsmple of that truth that
selfopavernment & inherent in the Ameriean
Liveast, and must ‘!H't'ull It ve dage to 2hem that
they should be embiaced and protected by our
‘mws
It i deemed important that our laws recuta.
ting trude and intercourse with the Indian toilies
vast of the Rocky Mountains, shosld be extemled
to sneh tribes as dwell beyond them
The inereasitg smigration to Oreron. and the
care and protection whichi is due from the govern-
ment to ite eitizens 1o that distant region, ke
i oonr ity as it is ons intesest, to cultivate ami.
cible relations with the Tndian tribes of that ter.
ritary.  Laorthis purpose, Liveammend that joo
viswon be mande Jor estabidishiogan Indian sgency,
and ench suhagencies as may be deemed neces.
sary. beyvond the Rorky Mountains
For the protection of emigrants whilst on Vher
wiey to Oregon, against the attacks of the Iudi
trilies oecupying the vonutry thiough which
they pass, | recommend that a suitable vumber
af stockides and Wockiouse forts by ereetiil u-
lorg the usual foute hetween auy frouties setile
moents on the Missoturi and the Rocky monntains ,
and that an adeguate foree of mounted riffemon
b raised o guard and proteet them on Their jonr:
pev The pmmediate adoption of  these vovein:
mendations ’h) Congress il not vialate the pio-
visions of the existing treaty. It wilt be doing

hid
Sl
itens

to 1he
1]

Ty

L noihing more for Areriean citizens than Pritish

Liws Lave long siice dene for Britiskh subjects
the same torritory

It 1"!1"1"(:'! severn! months o nel farm the ves
wee by gra from thie Atlantic Statesta Oeegnn and
althonzh we bave u lurge sombier of whale shipes
i the Pariie, bt few at them ufford g oppe
tunity of irterehnpging intelligence, withnint
preat delay. Letween our settionents in that dise
tant region wod the United Stiatexs An averlapl
mail is helieved to be entirely practicable ; and
at
lerst once a month, is submitted to the favorable
consideration of Congress

It 1s submitted to the wisdom of Congress to
determine whether, at their present session, and
until after the expiration of the year's notice,
any other measures may be adapted, consistent.
ly with the convention of 1827, for the security
of our rights, and the government und protection
of our citizens inOregon.  That it will ultimate- |
Iy, bie wise and proper 1o make liberal grants of |
land to the patriotic pioneers, who, amidst priva-
tions wnd dangers, lead the way through savage
tribes inhahiting the vast wilderness intervening
between onr frontier seitlements and Oregon,
and who cultivate, and are ever ready to defend
the soil, 1 am fully satikfied  To doubt whether
they will obtain such grants as soon as the con
vention between the United States and Grest
Eritain shall have cepsed to exist, would be to
doubt the justice of tha Conpress, but, pending
the yuars potice, it in worlhy of consideration

,0r greater eost,
are taxed at the sse rate,

- P S

whether o stipnlation 1o this effuct may be made,
consistently with the spitits of that convention.

The recommendations which have made, as 1o
the best manner of securing our rights in Oregon,
are subimitted to Congress with great deference
Should they in their wisdom, devise any other
mode hetter caleulnted to accomplish the same
object, it shull meet with my heafy concur-
rencio.

Al the end of the yent'a notice, shauld Con-
eress think it proper to muke provision for giv.
ing that notice, we shall huve reached a period
when the national rights in Oregon must either
benbandoned or firmly ma ntaned  That the
cannot be abandoned witkout a sscrifics of bolt
natienal honor and interest, is too cloar to adiit
af doubt,

Ovregon isa L\.‘lﬂ nfl the North Amarican con-
tipent, to which, it is confidently affirmed, the
title of the United States is the best now in exis.
teiea, ot e gronnds on which that title rests,
Pacfer vou th the correspordonce of 11» lyte and
prosent Reeretary of Stpte, with the British ple.
nipotentiary during the negotiation. The Britiah
propositon of cotigrangis= which would make
the Columbin the hine sonth of fortyanine dogrees,
with a triting adidition of dergehid territory the
United Stutes, north of that giver, and wan'd
leave on the British side two thirds of the whals
D egon ferritory. inclnding the free nuvigation
af the Colnmbia and all the valuable harbors on
the Pacific. onn never, for a monient, be snters
tatned by the Tnited Srates, without an sbandon-
ment of thelr just and elear territonal rights,
their nwn --‘!I’-ln‘tpﬁc!_ nnd the natioral honne,
For the mformation of Congross. 1 communicate
herawith the eorrespondence swhich took paca
between the two goveinments duging the late
nogntiation

T B oregar® to the Jactving of “u Yalance of
power” on this continent, lately broached by
soie of the powers of Hutape, the President
epeakis i strong snd emphntie language  1la
suvs any Faropoan interferences on the North A-
mictican cont ooty will be resisted at all buzards.

e nlan recominends tu Congress some o Han
i reldtion to the doty on Pert wine from Por
tngal, Coffe frond Tava, and the tonnages duty of
Spaptsh o vesscle i our ports, He recommionds
the payment of a small claim to Texas, on ge
vount alfa swiznre of some goods by wur trnops,

The Commissionvr to China. who returned
when on his passage, on acconnt of 1l health,
will maiu procesd on his voyage

In the quaresl of our Sonth American neighe-
bors he saye we cannot meddle, thongh they hava
pur sympathios  The Mesolont says, excepting
Gareal Britaon amd Mexiweo, we are on goad terms
with 8ll civilized pations

The fuiposte for the ficcal vear ending on the
S0t Tne last), were ol the valueof $117.253.504.
el the amonnt -'.:;l:)rh'-l wikd S15 20 Wi,
o of =100 507,711
i e

for Jomestie

Fry

valshim pt 7

wrls the salne year wors

of e vitlue i L8 T receipts into
the Treasury, the same year, were 820,768,151,
of whivh there wore farived fron s salos of
pitblic lands, #2077 022, The expienditures for
the same period sape $20 908 206, of which sx,.
5057 were sipplicd ta the pagment of the pob-
lie debit. The balanes in the Treasury, on the tst
of fuly Kist. was 37 058,104

The wmount of the public delt remaining on
I8t of et TS, Vurther pay.

meants wonld have boon made bt for onr unset.

last, was 31

tHed relations with Mexien The hopa s ehiers
o thaat the oo

THY antey will sovn again be with.
it dabt

fo regand to the Taridl, the President is in fa-
vior of dlserinnnatios dities, within the cevenue
stistulagad, which he exiilaine as fallows

11 Congress levy nodoty for revenns of one
e eent, on R aven arte e, 0 will prodies a
SURPN C ot al o v bothe trensury, and wi |
..n'.;!l'li’:l'..‘_\.' wnd Heaesshrily nfford PRt o,
or advantagr, to the mmovut of oue pear cont to
thee Lo inpsiaettrer of a suntler ar ke ue:
tigle wvep the poporter, B die duty by raned
toten per cont, it will pradase s grenter amnint
ol moeney, aod aiford grealer protoetum, [T
bt =l rimand o twenty, twenfanive, or thity
pre eopl |, nod gnons gt
eivedd troan it s toaed woanereased, the 4.
tectian o sdvantaer will ulsa bonerensed 3 Lot
1t Le pnwd to thiety one per cent, and 1t i
tonanid thint sl revepue prodfoced st aliat mie 1
less than ot tsirty por cent, 1t coases to be a
revenne dute,

The privise pont in the sseonding seate of
drtos at wineh 11 is ascorinimed Trom experienna
thimt the reveniee w grontest, s the muxioinm
rate of July which ean be laid for the bona fide
purpose of colleoting susney for the support of
piverninent. o ornien the dotios higher than
thnt soaet, nad thershy dimnish the amount eol-
Tewtmd, 1@t lovy them far prateetion marele,
aved not for revenue  As long, then, ns (Conoress
iy peadunily inerease the pts of duty on e gi-
ven ariele, and e revenue is incrensed by sinch
meeense of duty, they are within the revepna
ebanddard, When they coBevond thint point, snd
as they increase the dutivs, the revenne is di-
munislond or destrased, the net eonses Gy have
tor e vhioet the i ng of money tn supanrt
governtient, but s for protection merely

e Fyrsid,
|

thio revenusy s
1y

He does pot favor the highest rata of dntice an

artiele can hegr Nor t¢ e in favor of the

Lerizontal dulies He thinks Congress should
eleet the olijests of taxation, winle some shouid
be adm tted doty teee. He proceeds to suy

To recomniending to Canesess a reduction of
thas present rates of oty snd a revision aod wio-
ditiention of the aet oF 1S4 1w far feom entor-
Lning opinions anfrienily tothe manufacturers,

I recommend to Congress the abolition of tha
fra b prineipde, or assumed, arbitenry, and
talen vidues, anil of speefie dtulies, and the sub-
stitition in their place of ad valorem dutios. as
the tatrer! and most equitable indireettax which
pan be vposeid, By the ad valorem prinein'a,
all artjcles are taxed arcording 1o their cost o
vadue, and  those which are of infurior qoaliny,
or ol smatl cost, bear only the just pranortion of
the tax withthose which are of sopenor quality
The articles eonsumed by al'

He next recommends the Sub Treasury, g
ving strong reasons, showing that Hank stork.
holdersslinuld not hald the public funds withoat
interest, ta loan out to their ¢ustomers, and thus
converting the public revenue intoa banking enp

| ital

A reduction of the price of the public lands un.
sold is reeommended, an | pre-emption granted to
settlers. A change in the management of the
mineral lands is also recommended, the expenses
of which are now greater than the income

The army and navy is next alluded 1o, and high-

Iy comphimented for their promptoess and ¢ffi-
c.epcy



