da - et

- e

TERMS OF THE “ AMERICAN. |

Ho B MAS=EDRR, Prpriamens aNn
JUSEPH EISELY. Prornirrons,

H. B. MASSER, Editor.

Office in Centye Mley, in the vear of H. B, Mus.
aer's Store.]

THE= AMERICAN" ispublished every Satnr-
day ot TWO  DOLLARS per annum to be
pl hatf yeurly inadvance.  No paper discontin:
ved G aun arrearages nre paid,

No suhscripions recolved for a less posiod than
w1t moxrns. Al communieations or letters on

business relating to the office, to insure attention, l

must be POST PALD.

By Muasser & Eisely.

Absotute aequinscence in the decisions of the majority, the vi

Sunbury, Northumberiand Co.

SUNBURY AMERICAN.

AND SHAMOKIN JOURNAL:

tal principle of Republics, from which there i= no appeal but to force, the vital principle and immedinte parent of devpotivm.—Tereruson.

Pa. Saturday, Feb,'21, 1814,

——

Yol, 4==No. 22--Whole¢ No, 158,

——-

- T A g e g,
PIREICES OF ADVERTISING.

I square 1 insortion, 0 56

1 do 2 do 07

1 do 8 do - . 1 a0

Fvery subeoquent insortion, «  « 0 25

Yearly Advertisements: one column, $25 3 half
column, $18, three squares, $12; two squares, #9 5
one square, £5,  Halfyearly : one column, $18 5
hinlf column, $12 ¢ three squares, §8 ; two squares,
$5¢ one wquare, 3 60,

Advertisements lefit without directions as 1o tha
tength of time they are to be published, will lw
continaed until ordered out, and charged accord.
ingly,

o rSixteen lines make & wquare.

- - .

-

BHOLGT PATENT SERMON,
BY now, Jn,
Text: “ Peet nat thy pizzard”

My hearore—furtitude, paticnce, ood perse.
voranee are the only teum horses capalide of
dragaing the Joabering car of man's hopes
thesngh the warsh of wisiostune,  Fretting,
thaehing, Sursmg, or SWearing ean no more ex
tricate one from dalicniry thinn e silly shad ean
relunge itsell o the Asherman’s net by ulle
flapping and Nounderinge,  When o man finds
Limsolf in the midst of thorns aivd brines of tron-
Bley the onls way fiw him is to <tep eantionsly
and fieel Ne rowd thed™ theim with the nimoest
eare : bt if e frot, Miaster and Wuster, be i-
gure to ool pothine mere than lieerate lis=
bosotn and war histrousers, Whenhe prreeives
that his feelingsg are beginning  to ferment,
throngli ivritation, he onght to keepa swpilair
hale ppew o his heart, not only to admit the
prea oxyein of rouson, hoat dlso o aflow the gns
of pxcitoent 1o eseaps by degrovs—elsa he
mwight burst tas bnrerel of fGrbvaranes, and lose
i moment some of the sweetest aud besi of
lite's oidor,

My friends —when vourentiveh fitirics of an-
tieipution nee swepl away by the storms ot
furtume, there 1= po mere use i frotting vour
mizzavds abont it an iers i ina yonung fi-
wale vietim of seduction trviog to stick the
fiaements of virtpe togethor svith toars of ro.
pentinee, T fret wnd eliafe abour tegfles Like
a tondee sehiool oy when first initiated into the
inftories o) o faniel slitet, i ns goneonsical 4=
e pEeless, Muigton gour geiand mantully
poninet the seanlia gf poity e, and in Jue
vane yorr will ot heed them halfae much ae the
Bugg of o Ootubior uwll-q..im :oothierwise Yo
will probighly Tears by experienes that thery is
such atling as radibinge & piple G von pro-
diee an sleer, Inothe hour of sdversity, fur
asistanee call upon Fortivnde—tliat bold ivainph
the
cutinge stormgnnd bitter winds that liow) s

Wl pocl, whoss dauntles spisit bears
ol her—whese hreast braves the hoarsting
savegs, nnd wilee begrs the deedd thamder with o
imlas unsliahon asa carpet in n lawyer's office.
“ogomy friends, intend of frottinge your  giz
*, anls when o boding eloand skives the horizon of
5'111‘ hopes, yom ought 1o huve plidosophy nbont
yvou sfliesent s know thist, althonsy the eoming
shower ity wat
1

vour ek, o renders the

eatth froittuly and actiflly eonteibntes 1o

Neir watts and hecessitivss  Satan limsolf
witen e war Kickes oul of ivavien
'

oneof dirkiess and

into the ri-
Wi, was Lm much ol o
win by owliine aml fret at)is Site,
Like o hero, nod €otiealed

fioction, 1hat it

Pl busre it
Lidpse ) with the re-
o hell
Exvreise

W wlietter o e

e
thon taserve i heaven” pativnen,
boidiin
= Wil |H-’l: = tho st -
tul ot

teithing anueynaces, tad overy il an your bos
LT

ainl the thick mists ol mi=lortume Wint

.

vour future pro=p

push alicad withe  preceveranes, uningd

sonies that pattens to dischose o thistio, will

ldoo A rose g bt ts

wi

Wurry g atdd Trettinge

win cipenimstances clish with one'’s foad de-

sires, 15 Like brashiing o besver agatnest this HEY
— the wore you allempt o smoeoth it the rough-
er il grows,

My doar ftieads—T1 am almost indueed to be-
Hieve that same poople, metend of being #uge
phied with hearts, have nothing but gizzands
Mled warke grit wd pravel. “They appent o
Bave jos=t dinsd oo pebibies and dvon filings,
ond olw aNs Liboring under the mfloence of in-
digestion.  Nothing goes right with them—
every thing is wrony,  The mitk of mercy sours
upan their stomnchs—they turn up their noces
al the ewerts of sulvation—they spit in the
tinmd of chirity —=pura fricadly solicitude—-anil
care no more for sofl RONp OF r.\!l.j'nlllly than a
dog doos for a doline, Al they wisli is 10 b
wlowed the privilege of feettiog amdistarbiod by
(viend or for—mpehecked by feur, and inseny.
el by Bivor. They fret for finr the morrow
mav aot be brighter than golilen: togday ¢ they
ot hoenose olhors are chearfol and contentod
A i thie Tuts 2 oand thiey oftentimes feet !m--n"._\'

rooif'

seeanse oy edan find pathing importance to

feet alomt,  Levaliom go onfretting 11l they

hiave nreived ar the el of jile's Journey, and 1
au inelined to ik they will eventually fipd
that they have jeettid 1 o prarpa=e, There
i oo doulit bar ey wonld isd faad with the
arrangemenls ol heavon, wore l]u‘} ullowed 1o
vnter,—and thus o on fretting from everlasting
1o everlusting,  As for ey 1 put up with the
boatings and tamblings of tus mortal existence
asqueptly oz a feather bed  and T trust that
hastof you, my worthy hearers, are blest walh

Wi summe Lappy disposition,

Young man!—i' you find an ocensionsl
brnhile of disappoiutinent in the blssowm-fring-
vil .ulh il }'nlilh. Sfret not tll_\' glu.nnl"—llvr.
whatever is, is unloubtadly for the best, 1
vour patents cideavor o restrsin you frow
pacalling in the putnd  pools of imiguity, or for-
bid you travelling the road that leads to rum
shops and ruing *fret vt thy gizaard.”
you diover tioras anudst the roses of love--
alew ttter devgs ot the bottom of plossure's
o Lhe season of wanbiood brngs

slact

g
R |

'

lwil!n itirtitating #olicitude and anxiety, and
| Lime tombles a cart load of cares at yonrdoor,
[ et not thy gizgard ** for all your grimbling
| will have no mote effeet than potitioning Cone-

gress to have cterty widened,  Look, my
friend=, npon the bright sile of everything, and
fumey that you are bappy, whether vou are re-
ally s or not,  When the htchel toeth of
tranble encompuss the heart, keen ae guiet as
cirenmatunees will permit § for, the more you
writh and twist, the more sharply vou are prick-
o Always try to keep the lamp of hope

chieming in the dark dungeons of yonr hosoms,

and the demons of doht will wever haant them.

| Faee overy il with the boldness of a lion—-

I

bear up with ehristinn fortitude beneath the
heavy bueden of afliction—be mereital, kind
and benevolent 1o vonr follow  erentores,—and
nnrets of Helit and lovliness will volunteer 1o
aetl ne vonr pianeers theongh the untrneked anl
untiomndod wildernesz of the futere.
it e,

Namite

APDVENTINES IN TEXAS,
ONY UF PANNING'S BOTTLES,

1 had been but three or fior montlie in Texas
when, in eonsequence of the OppPressive con-
doet of the Moexiean mitlitary nuthoritios ELUL
toms of diseontent showel  themselves, awl
SOV l'u.] skirm=lws ocenrred between the Ame
viean settfors aod the solidiory,  The twa smal)
furte of Velaseo aml Nueogdiehes were tuken
by the turmer, nnd theie gureisons apd o eouple
of fiell otlienrs prisunare;  soon alter
whiely howover, thespuarrel was made op hy

maile

the intervention of Colonel Austin on the part
of Texas, and Coli Mo on the purt of the
Muesienn nuthorities.

ot the yenr W8 oecoreed Saota Anna's
defoction from the lileral party, ond the nn-
prisonment of Stephen F. Austing the Texian
representalive in the Mextean Conoress, by
the viec-presitont, Gomez Furins,  This was
tollownd hy Texns adopring the eonstitution of
=24, anl declarime teelfan idependent #tate
nfthe  Mexican Repullies Fioally, townids
the elose of 1=35, Toxns threw offthe Mexican
volie altagether, voted tselfa free and sovers
cuen repualibicyand prepared  to defend by arims
ts newly asserted hiberty,

The Hest step o be tiken was, ta seenrs onr
communications with the United Siates by got-
General Uos
B aeenpled Galveston harbor, and built and

'._“-lrrl—a-::l-l!

ting possezzionof the consports,

w hloek fort, nominally for the pur-
pease o enflireing the eustom lewe, but in reali-
v owith a view e eut of one cotannientions
with New Orloans and the States.  This
I wan neeessary to 20t prssession of, and my
teiend Fapning and mvsell’ were appointed 1o
thnt dety by the Alerhle, who had takeun o
vrinent purt fononil thet i occeureed,

Ourwhiole lofee sl equipment wherewith
I.lr'.l'--‘:..l‘".nll thiz U LU E T consisted i oa
o el !:---jlrﬂl'!i, o e o ned at the town of
Columbin, wpd a Wnlfbreod, naed Agostinn,
who acted asour gante. Ow eaching Colues
hiny we called together the principal inhabi-
tants of the ploee, and of the naghborne
towns of Balivay sod Marwm, ansealed the jets
ter i their presegee, and six hovers atterwands
the forces therem  specifid woere as=omblwl,
amil we were on oge wiy townrd Calveston,
The next day the lort was taken, amd the garri-
son made prisoners, withont oue losing n single
an.

We sent off aur cuide o the savernment at
In nine
doys Le retnread, beingng us the thaoks of
eomgress, wid tresly orders,

Sun I'rf'.|||'. with news of anr snecess,

We were o lvave
w garriron i the Bty and then aseend Trimty
miver, nod mateh towanls Ban Antonio De Box-
o, Plis route waos all the more igreealile to
Fanoiog and ayaelf, ag it woull bring us into
the wnmetmte viginity ot the Lacieadas, o cs-
Lales, of wlich we Ld  senetime ||[rr:..ll.4!}'
olitiined o wrant Teong the Toxan goverqment ;
and we did not doghit that tdebted
to oup rvend the Alealde for the orders which

we wers
thus econethinted our  privale convepence with
otr pulilie diy,

As we marehed along we fupd the wihnle
COountry dn cotsipoton, the = tiors all arming,
aid Lstening 1o the distant place of rendez-
vang,  We arnived ot Tonity tiver gne afier-

moony wed sabediatoly  seal essengers lor
furty milea i all dircotions W suniion the in-
Labitants. At the poriod in question, the plan-

tations in that part of the country wore vory

ger of Heaven and of Genernl Cos 3 bat they

|
few and fae botweon, but nevertheless by the |
afternoon of the next day we had got tozether |

four-and-thirty men, mountsd on mustangs,
anch equipped with rifle and bowie knife, pow-
der horn and bullet bag, and famished with
provisions for several doys.  With these we
started for San Antonio de Dexar, a mareh of
two hondred and ity miles; through tracklvss
prairies intersected with rivers, and streams,
which, although not quite so big usthe Missis-
sippi or Potomae, were yet deep and wide e-
nough to have offered serious impediment to
rogular armies.  But w Texan furmers and
bnckwombsmen, they were tnithing obstaclus.
Phose wocould not wade thivogh we swam

f

g 2.

over sand in due time, and withoot any incident |
worthy of note, resched the appointed place of
rendezvous, which was on the niver Salado, n-
hout fifteen miles from San Antonio, the prin- ',
cipal city of the provinee,  This latter place it

was intended to attack—an enterprise of gome | the blare of the trampets, aold the next mos | paee that soon earried them out of reach of our
boldness and risk, considorivg that the town | ment we saw the officers push their horse< up [nllets, They had probably not expected so
wae pratocted by a etrong fort, emply provided | the doclivitons bank, elosely fllowed by their | warm 8 reception. W saw their officers du-

with heavy artillery, and a garrison of nearly
three thousand  men, commanded by officers |
who hud, for the most part, distingnished them: |

the upper ford eame in with news that a gtrong
by of cavaliy was appraaching the river, amd
that their vangoard was already in the hol
fow wiy lending tothe ford.  Wao had ecarce-
Iy recoived this intelligenee when we hieard

e, Whin they formed up i the praeie,
We counted six sl squadrons,  about three

|

htndred men inall, They were the Durango i

taok their places, but the dragoons had almost | o

R —— S ———)

nsued.  We were in a fair way to deem our-

had enongh alrealdy, and we had scareely fired | eelves invulperable,

ten shiots when they executed a right-about
tuen, with anuniformity and rapidity which did
infinite eredit to their drill, and went off at a

g everything they could to cheek their flight,
imploring, threatening, even cutting at them
wat

|
l

1
l

We were beginning to think that the fight
wag over for the day, when our videtts at the
lower ford brught us the somewhat unpleasant
intelligonce that large masses of infantry were
approaching the river, and would sson be in
sight.  The words were hardly uttered whon
the rall of the drums and hrill squeeks of tn
fites hecame andible, and in a few minutes 1l

h their salires, but it was of no use, i*they | head of the colamn of infantry, having cross.d

selvesin the rovolutionary wars againet the | drogoons—smart troops enough tonll sppears | wero to ba killed, it most be in their 0:|\I|'n\'t'l'|)',I the ford, asconded the gloping banksand defi-
ances, enpitally mounted and  equipped, and  and they preferred being cut down by their led in the prairie opposite the islund of moskert

Spaniards.  Our whole aroy which we fioand
encamped on the Silado, under the command |
of Generl Auetin did not execesl eight liun- |
dred men,

The day after that on which Fanning aml |
mysell, with onr fonrand-thirty recruits, reachi-
ed head-quarters, a conncal of war was holid,
and it was cesolved to advance a3 fur as the
tussiog of Sunta Fapnda,  The advaneed goard
was to push forwned Gwmedintely ; the wain
body wonld tollow the pext dues Fannine and
mysel were appointed to the commmnd ol the
vanguard, m o ewponetion with M. \Wharton, a
wenlthy planter, wha had browght a steane pre-
ty of voloptesrs with him, aml whose minttre
noe and esal judzment, it was theneht, wonld
counterbalnnes any excese of youthiful leat

amd il'llpl"liﬂ‘il_\’ nnoonr pirt. ﬁt-]lwtiuf: nim 1y
two men of the eieht Tondrad, whio, te man, |
vilunteoersd to decompany s, we g0t out for the
ieEion,

These wissions armn gort of picket lonses o
outposte af the Cathalie cdinrel, and are fond
e grear yutnhers mall the feditior provinees of
Spanish Meries, especially e Texns, Santy
I’ They nre usually of sufhi-
vient strength to stfurd their inmstes seoupity
naaitst any predatory party of Indine or gthor
marauders, and ure oveughvid by pricsts, 1

vy amd Colinhnlia,

On reachng San Fspada we held o disens. |
ston as to the prapricty of remsining there uns
til the general enme np, or advaneing st once |
toward the viver,  Whartan inelined to the o |
mer plan, and of waseertuinly the mist pradent,
for the nussion wos a stron s Intilding, surround. !
ol by u high wall, and might Lave been Leld a.
nzinst very suporior numbers.  Fanaing snd 1,
Lowever, did not like the idea af being cooped
tp oo honse, and gt Jast Wharton vielled, .
Welelt our horsee sl tnstangs in the chargs
of wight poen, sod with the romainder sot out
ty the direction of the Saladoy which flows from
north to =outh, a thind of anfe 1o the west
warnl of the misston.  About hailiway betwoen
the Jatter and the river, was a small TrOU, OF
isturol, of minskeet 1rees, the only olijrot that
trroke the moformity ot the praivie.  The hank
of the river on our sole was tlerably steen, a- |
botit eight or ten foet lupgh, hollowed omt here
and there, nol coverad with o thick network of
willl vine=s.  The Saledo v thi= gpot deseribes
a sort of how shaped egreve, withea ford at oithop
vid, b which alone the river can be pas<id,
for nlthongh not verey  Brond, QU = rapid and
deeps We resolved to tako upoa position witlis
in s bow, ealenlaling that we might mannge
to defend the vwo fords, which were not a above
aguarter of o wule apart,

At the sane tume we did not lose sight of the
dnngers af sueh a position, and of the almost
cortatnty tht i the enemy wnnnoed to eross
the river, we shioald be sueronsded and ent off,
It vue suzcess oy the fow ocepsions on which
we had hitherta come to Wlows  with the Mexi-
s, At Velaseo, ot N lﬂslgnllhﬂlu'r’. amd Gial-
voston, had mepired us with somuel eonfidenes
we considersd ourselves a mateh for thousands
uf guch foes; and actually began to wish the en-
emy wonld attack us belire our main boldy eamne
up. We reconnuitered the gronnd, stationed n
pleket of twelve men ot each ford, and an equal
number e the ishiad of muskeet teees; mod
established onrsvlyes with the remvinder a-
mony the vines and i the hojlows op the river
bank.

The commizarint dopartment of the “Texan
army, wis, as may be suppesed, not yet pliced
npon any very regulor footing. Lo fact, vvery
wng, wins, for the present, L= own conginissany
',:l'm_-l'.a'. l‘.nlli‘-lt,: oue stock ol POt Lstutig 1o Las
very sumll, we aent out § paity of  faregers
who soon reburues wath thrae sheep, which
they Lnd tuken from a roache within a wile
ol Ban Autonhe,  An ol priest, whom  they
tound there, hand threatened them with the an-

pand lwde attention to his denaneistions, and, |
throwing down three dollars, walked ofl' with
tho shicap. The priest becawe furious, got
upon his mule, aud trotted away in the direc-
tion ol the city tacomplain to General Cos of
the misconduct of the heretics. '
After this we wunde no doubt that we should |
soon have wvisit from the worthy Dons,  Ne-
vertheless the eveningand the night passed a-
way without ineident.  Duy  broke—zull no
signs of the Mexicans.  This treachorous sort '
of calun, we thought, might furbede @ stonn, |
and woe did not allow i te lull us i se7 gty
We 'et the men get their M oukrist, which
they had bardly fidaued when the picket trom |

Lot fenst six tines s hiehoas onoonre side,

| iotied o party soms ta pick oft the envaliv as

| traops, poured @ steody fire mto (e ranks of

armed with earbines and sabres,

Althiongh the enemy had donhtloss resonnois
tored from (e opposite  shore, and aseertaimed
ont position, he conld not form any accourate i-
dea ol our wateders, for with o view to doceive
hime we kept the men o copstant motion, |

officers 1o eheountering the deadly precision of
riflosy i the hands of men who, being sire of
hitting a squirrel at a hundrad yards, were not
likely to miss n Durango dragoon at any point
w tlin range,

Ourohject in ordering the men to fire slow-

(trees. As company after company sppeare’,

we wore able to form a pretty eorreet estiminlea
of their numbers.  There were two battalion <

together about a thousand men; and they

brought a field piece with them,
These were cerfainly rather odd to be appo-

sometinies shiowing o poret of thewn on the praie Iy, wag, :ﬂw"-“! to have ﬂ‘i'"." or ﬁ"'}' rifles | wod to seventy-two men and three DmcEl‘S; oy
pie then eansimg them o disappear agnin beo | 0deds wherewith to receive the encmy shonld | it must be remenibered that we had left twen.
hind the vines and boshios. “Tlos was all very b uttempt & clinvge en mavse, But our first | 1y ofour people at the mission, and in the island
Kuowiig for young saldivrs such as we were; | ZTocting had been a sickener, and it appeared | of trees.  Two battallions of infantry, and six
bty on the othee Band, we bad committed o 8iest doubtful whether he would venture to | squadrops 3f dragoons—the latter, 1o be sure,
prievous error sl sinned aevinet gl eatablist- L otack neaginaltiongh the officers did every- | disheartened and diminished by the loss of some

od mulitary rules, by not placing o picker on
the further side ofthe river, 1o warn i ol thie
approach ot the enomy, and the direction in
which he wns eomine.  There ean be hittle
doabt that it we lind L cartior notiee of thewr

approsch, thirtvor forty goud marksmen—amd
wilour people were that—oight not only have |
l‘.o'ln.\nl the advancs of the Moxicares, but s
Lnps even totally dCsgosted them of ticir ot
tempt o eross e Silasdy  “lie hallow w ny o1y |
theother side of e piver, Teading o e toira,
was parrow wd tederably steeps anl the bask
Ny

thinge would hinve boon oasior g to have Fhiv- |

they wonund thirovzah this sort of pass, and e-
tierged two by twa npon the shores. Our error
lowever, did nob strikieous Gl wastoo Lae 1ol
repYir it: s owe were fun 1o eonsole ourselves
with therpfloction that the Mexicans wonll be
moch more Likely 1o atteiduite oor nephigence

toan oxcess of confilence i oitr pesonrees,

|

thine in theie power to induce their men to
advhinee,
troativg, nor reproaches produced any  effect.
We saw the officers gesticulating furiously,
poiiting to us with their sabires, and  fmpatien-
ty spurring their horses, Gl the fiory animals
plunged and reared, and sprang with all four
fos 1 trom the ground, 1Uis only just to say,
that the officers exliibited a degree of conrnge

far beyond anything we had expected from |

theu,  Of the two squndons that charged us,

L rwostliieds of the officers had fallen 3 but those

wlo remnined anstesd of appearing intinodared
by their comendes® fate, redoubled their efforte
toabiving theie men furward,

At last there appeared gome probability of ae-
comnlislung this, alter o mwost cuvious and truly
Mesican fishion,  osting themselves in front
of thedr squadrons, they rodis on alone for a -
dred yards ar so, halted, Tooked round, ag much
ns to say—*You see there is no danger as far as
this" nnd the gallopping back, led their men on,

Far a lung titne, neither threats, en- |

filty men, ot nevertheless, formiduble oppo-
nents; now they ware supported by the foot sol-
Cdiers. About twenty Mexicans to esch of ue.
| Tt wae getting past n joke. We were oll capi-
tnl ghate, nad most of us besides our rifles Lad
a braees of pistols 5 but what were seventy five
rifles, nnd five or #ix seore of pistols seainst &
| thousand muskets and bayanets, twa lnndred
" and fifty dragoons, nud a field pirce loaded with
canister  Ifthe Mexicans had a spark of cone
| ragre or eoldiershipabiont them, aur fate was sons
I led. Bt it was exactly this cournge aud
| suldiership which we made sure would be wans
ting,
Nevertheless we, the officers, conld not ras
press a feeling of anxiety and self reproach,
"when we reflocted that we had bronght our
Peomrades into guch o hazardons predicamnent,
But on leoking aronnd us our apprehiensions vas
1 nished.  Nothing conld exceed the petfoet coals
ness and confidence with which the men wera
cleaning and proparing their rifles for the ap-

than to the nexperience of military matters, | Fach time that they executed this manwuyre, ' proaching conflict; no bravado—no boasting,

Cwlhieh was its peal ense, We resulved 1o Jo | thie Orngoons would advance slowly some thir-  talking, or laughing, but a calm decision of

cur best o merit the good opinion which we | ty or forty paces, and then halt as simultane- | Wuner, which atonce told us, that if'it wera

thus supposed thew to eutortivin of' us,

Wihen the whole of the dracoons had erossed |

the water, they masched on for a short dis

| three i nn easterly diecetions then, wheeling
to the right, proceeded southwanld, until wnh-i
i wome five hondeed paces of ua, whers they

linlred,

In this position, the line esviley firm-
vl the ehonl of the are deseribed by the river,
and oecupied Ty s

As mon ns they halted, they oponed  their
fire, nlthourh they eonld not st vne of ue, ol
we were completely shehtered by the bauk,
Clur Mexiean heroes, lowever, apparently dud
not thank it nete=sary o tor withan sight or
ratige of thoir opponents beture firing, fur they
rave us o mithing volley 1t adistanee which po |
carbine would earev. Phis done, others gals |
laped on for abont o handred  yards,  Lalted a- i

g, fonded, fiped anothier volley, wnd then

siving another gallop, fred again. “1Mhey con
o a2 by . 4 . ¥ Wi

tinuedd this sort of mswenge il they found
tiwesedves withiin two hundred and fifty paces
of us amd then appeared welined o takie a
bittle time thor reflection,

W kept onrselves perfectly stil. The dens |
groons evudently alid not like theaspoet of mat- '
ters,  Our remuning  concealedy and not re.
piving to ther lirey, secmed to bother them.

We saw the officers thing a deal of puns o

epeourage there wen, and at last two s rong
i

udvanced, the others fullowing more =lowly, a
Thiis was the moment
No sooner had the dragoons

short distanee w rears,
wier ad winited for,
et it w canter, than six of our meq who lod
received orders o that effiet sprang up the |
Bank, took steady nigmat the officers, fired, uzd
then Jm:aa'- d down ngain.

As we had expeated, the small numbers that
lond slinwn themselves, encomraged the Mexi |
eang to wilvanee, They seemod at first taken
rather ahaerk 1"\‘ the tall of tour of tieir cificors,

it nevertheteoss, after p o nsanent’s estnten,

tlivey emabie thiomde ping solorsr gt Yull spu o, .l.l"‘l\'

WA WL Xy or soventy yrrils o whon
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Pauning ond tarry ol var pilomen oaceni’s
thie ]...1.!-;_ nuJ \\'lh I n!u"ul'.-:- tllil.! Tred i siol

that would have done credit tothe most vetleran

the drogoons,

It reyuires some nerve aud couroge for wen
wha Lave never gene theongh auy regular mi-
litary triming, o stand theie ground singly and l

L anrselyes an the bank,
Cvonr men " shonted we both,

anzly as i the word of command had been gi-
ver, O went the oflicers again, some dis-
tutee to the front, and then back agnin to their
e, and ot them on a little further.  In this
manner these heroes were inveizled ones more
1o within a hundred and fitty yards of our posi-
lwnn.

Ot eonrse, at each of the numerons halis

| which they made during their advance, they

fvored us with a general, innoxious discharge
of their earbines ; and at last, gaining confi-
dienes | supposze, from our passiveness, and fiom
the noise and smoke they themselves had been

mnking, three squadrons which had not yaet |
| been under fire, formed open column, and ad- |

vaneed at o trot,  Without giving them time
tw'lalt or reflect—*Forward ! Charge 1" shou-
ted the officers, urging theirown horses to their
ntmo=t speed, and, following the impulse thus
wiven the three squadrons eame charging furi-
oisly along,

I"p sprang thirty of our men to receive them,
Their orders were to fire slowly, and not throw

[ awayn shot, but the gleaming sabres and ra-

pird approach of the dogoons flurried some of
them, snd firing a liasty volley, they jumped
doan the bank again,  This precipitation lind
nearly been fatal to us Neveral of the dra-
ponns fell, il there were some confusion and
o momentary faltering among the others ; but
they still enme on. At this eritical moment,
Wharton and myself; with the reserve showry),
“Slow and sure—-imurk
Whnrton on
the right and | on the left.  The command was
aheyed ;5 rifle alter rifle eracked off, always ai-
med at the foremost of the dragoons, nnd ot every
report a saddle was emptied.  Bofore we had
b Greedy Panning and a dozen of his sharpest
mien hiad again laded, and were by our side.
For nearly a talnute the Mexicans remained as
Watnpificg by our murderons fire, and uneer-
it whether to advance or retire & bt as tose
whoattempted the formost were invariable shot

1, down, they st last began a retreat, which wus

soott eonverted into n route,  We gnve them
a farewell volley, which essed 1 fow more
hiorses of their riders, and then got ander cover

ngain, toawnit what might next oceur,

Bt the Mexican cabelleros had no nution of
coung v tothe sersteh a thind ume. They
kopt patrolbing about, some three or four hun-

unprotected, within fitty yards ol an sdvaneing | Jeed yards oF, and firing volleys st us, which

e of cavalry, Our fellows did 11, however,
and fired, not all at onco, or 10 horey | but |

L alowly ned deliberately o a running fiee, Cyery |
! shot of which told.

Sadilly atter addle was |
eptied ; the wen, s they g been ordered,
always picking out the Copomost harsemen, and |
83 soon as Vhey Ll fired, jumping down the
bauk to relopd.  When the whale of the thurty
men had discharged their riftes, Wharton and |
wmyedt, with the seseeve of g1 aud Wity mere, |

they Wepo abile wdo with perfect impunity, as
st that distance we did not think proper to re-
turn a shot.,

Phe skivmieh had lasted nearly three gquar-
tors of an hour.  Strange to say, we had not a
single man wounled, although at tunes the

Lallots hed Gllen about bs as thick as hail, We |

conld not account for thie,  Many of us had
been hit by the balls, but n braiso or & groge of
the shin wae tie worst cousoyuence Wit hml

| possibile to avereome such odds as were brought
against us, those were the men to do it.
| Qurarrangzement for the approaching strug-
gle were soon completed.  Fanning and Whar-
| ton were to make head against the infantry and
Leavalry., | was to capture the field picce—
and eight pounder,
The gun wos placed by the Mexienns upow,
| their extreme left, close to the river, the slhiogr 4
| ofwhich it communded for a considerable o
tance, The bank on which we were posted
was, as before mentioned, indentod by cavesad
hollows, and covered witha ek tapestry of
vines, and other plants, which wes now vory
useful in cancealing us from the artillery mou.
The latter mude a protty good guess ut our po-
sition lowever, and at the frst discharge, tha
canister, whizzed past us nt a very short dis
tance, There was pot a moment to luse, tor
one well directed shot might exterminate halt
olus.  Followed by n dozen men, | worked v
way as well as | eould through the labyrinth of
vines and bushes, and was not more than Gy
vards from the gun, when it was again fin fe
No one was hurt, slthough the shot was ey .-
dently intended for my party. The encuy
could not see us 3 but the motion of the vines,
" as we pussed throngh them, had betrayed our
whereabout; so perceiving that we were discos
veged, | sprang up the bank into the prairie, t 1.
towed Ly my men, to whom I shouted, nbova
wll o aimat the artillerymen.

i
]

I lind raised my own riflle to my shouldir,
when I let it full again in astonishment at an
apparition that presented iteclt to my view,
This was a tall, lean, wild figure, with a face
overgrown by o long beard that hung down up-
on his breast, and dressed in a leather eap, jnck-
ot, and moccasing. Where this man had spring
trom was o perfect riddle.  He was unkuown
to any of us, although | had some vague reecls
lection of haviog seen him before, but wheio
or when, | could not eall to wind.  He hnd a
long rifle in lus hands, which he mnet have fircd
onea niready, for one of the artillerymen luy
dend by the yun. Atthe moment | first cauglhit
sight of lnm, he shot down another, and then
beonn reloading with a rapid dexterity, that
proved him to be well vsed to the thing, My
men were os much astoni-hed as | wasby this
strange apparition, which appeared to have star-
ted out of the eapth ; and fora few seconds they

| torgot 1o fire, and stod  guzing at the stranger,
Vhe latter did not scem Lo approve of their in-
| actinn

“l)— — yer eves, vo starin ghonted he 1 a
rougl hoarse yoiee, “don't ye them artillery-

' Wiy don’t ye knock ‘em on the hea ™

It cormmnly was not the moment o reunim =
die. We fiewd, but gur aatonishmen®, jnd 1ot n
us off’ our baience, snd wé nerrly all miss.
W sprang down the bank  gguin o load, jeat
Cus the wen evrving e gug were slewing &

e



